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SUMMER READERS

by

Virginia Downing

Introduction

The establishment by federel funds of new kinds of
educationsl programs calling for library services, end the
v increased action by schocl districts to provide elemsntary
o school library programs have caused elementary educators and
the public at large to realize that a student deprived of
v;{f good library service is a student deprived of good sducation.
§; §§? The mein objective of a children's library program has
been described as putting the right book in the hends of the
right child at the right time. Over two thousand books hive
been published for children in the past several years.l The
wide variety of books published now are designed for all types
of readers. Publishers have provided bocks of interest for ?E
the beginning reader aas well as the slow learner., The paper- ‘

back thet has been put into some public iibraries as well as

: .“,“{\L‘.‘e .

school libraries has gained many fans among children. It
has provided a cheap, diversified reading materiel especially
in the primary schocl at the stage where children's reading

taste's jell. Topics renge widely in the content of these

paperbacks and they are enjoying e new status among educators

5 < 2
o Q; and 1ibrarians.a




In our society reading 1s & necessary tool for func-
tioning. Beyond this reason for learning to read, it 1is
hoped thet children will enjoy many of the satisfactions
gained from reéding. Books also serve special needs and
sometimes help children to understand their problems.3

Primary teachars are well aware of what happens to

reading skills if children aren't encouraged to reed during tue

summer. Some librarians end teachers take the opposite posi-
tion; their feeling 1is that the summer is 8ll too shor® and
children should be encouraged to read, but allowed to choose
what they please for pleasuro reading. Many classies found
on these book lists as quality 1iterature ere necessary only
for & child who is studying 19th century literature or a
spaeclial literary trosnd.LL

This presearch attempted to determine if children select
books that are considered quality 1iterature. For the pur-
pose of this study quality llterature shall be defined as all
titles listed in the Chlldren’s Catalog published by H. We
Wilson Compeny of New York, This research recognizes that it
i{s but one selection ald;however, 1t is one of the most com-
prehensive lists commonly used by children's librarians. The
volumes listed include fiction end non-fiction. They are
chosen® by consultants who represent librarians and their
associates ell over the Unlted States. Listings are kept as

up-to~date as possible without sacrificing older books of en-

during value. Consultants ere sppointed by the two divisions
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of the American Litrary Association., The listing of a title
is determined by the consultants not by any publisher or
£ the Children's Catalog=5

e -

member of the edlitoriali s

Purpose of Study

The purpose of the siudy was to observe what age groups
go to the public library during the summer, which age group
reads the greatest number of books, and how many of the titles

cireulated are listed in the Children's Catalog.

Review of Related Research

There have been investigations of the aspects that
attract children to dirferent types of books. Studies indi-
cate that there has been little change in the factors in
lite;ature thet appeal to children.6 However, teachers and
i 1ibprariens are coping with a two-fold problem. First, there
/xsi ape so meny books on the market of mediocre quality that if

a child is not guidsed to quality literature hc may never find

N e i
e ’ .

1t in the vast number of titles cffered. And secondly, to be
most effective quality literature needs to be read at a cer-
tain age and stage of the individual!s development to provide
the rich experiences of lasting value to the young reader. -\

A study of library users in a metropolitan area




included information on factors that are changing the library's
public, They report an increase ix the school-age population,
changes in curricula that emphasize mathematics and sclence,
public recognition of the soclal responsibility to the poverty
stricken, development of communication and new publication
forms, such as the paperback, may ultimately affect the use of
\:.; public libraries and their long range plansa7 |

This researcher could find no statistics that would

indicate the library habits of the elementary school child.

Hypothesis
Children who go to the public’library do not choose
to read books that are listed in the Children's Catelog for
summer reading.

e araf
:

Methods of Research

The data for this reseasrch were compiled in a certaln

midwestern public library which has one floor set aside as a
'ﬁgé childrents library. The population of the town is 7,558,
The children's section of this library is fiftseen years old
and qontains 10,021 volumes.8 The locetion of the library
o 1s easily sccessible to the majority of the population.
1) The head librarisn was the only member of the starf
that was aware of the exact nature of data being collected,

é-) This arrengement made 1t impossible for staff members of the

ERIC
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children's library to make suggestions to the patrons that
would in any way affect the results of the data.
Four by six cards were prepared for the recording of

the suthor, title, and call number of each volume clrculated.

Each title was checked to see if it was listed in the Crildren's
Catalog and it's rating was recorded in a speciel place on
the same card., The patron's library card number recordsd at
the top of this card gave the clue as to the age and sex of
the patron who selected the title.

The following assumptions were in operation during the
six day period that data were compiled.

1., Children are not required to go to the
public library during the summer months.

2. Children who check books out of the
public library have mastered the skills
necessary to read the particular volumes
they select,

3. Children who go to the public library
in the summer arse Interested in books
and the benefits derived from reading.

i Children read the books they take from
the public library.

The following table shows the circulstiorn record for
the six day period during which daue were coémpiled in the
children's library with a corresponding record of the &acult

circulation during this same period.

|
i




TABLE 1. CIRCULATION RECORDS OF THE ADULT AND CHILDREN'S
SECTIONS OF THE FUBLIC LIBRARY

CHILDREN'S LIBRARY Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat.

Non-Fiction 82 50 67 h2 49 62
Fiction 2y 207 157 168 146 183
Totel Circulation 326 257 22, 210 195 245
ADULT LIBRARY

Non~Fiction 75 35 49 L7 58 3l
Fiction _86 _36 76 _68 u8 82
Totai Circulation 161 71 125 115 106 116

Examination of the library recordsshows that this was
a typical week with 1,457 volumes being circulated from the
Childrents Library. The chart also represents the noremal
trend for adult summer reading in this community.

The office of this community's school system show that
there are 886 boys and 8);0 girls between the ages of alx and

twelve enrolled in their elementary schools. None of the

elementary buildings have a centrel library. The public
1ibrary has a potentisl of 1726 patrons to serve between the
ages of six end twslve durinrng the summer months.lo This total
does not include other children in rural areas that hold |
library cards. |

According to Table 1 edults as well as children seem

to prefer fiction. Saturday and Monday are the days children

choose to use the library. During this particular week adults
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agreed that Monday was & good day to use the library with
Wednesday as their next cholce,

Mpenlstion of adult fictlon end non~fiction totals
69) volumes- Even though we ars not concerned with adults

in this study, it is of value to note that 1f the circuletion
in the children's section should drop 50% in the winter when
school monopolizes much of the childrents time, the children's

1ibrary would still circulate the greatest number of volumes.

winter circulation in the children's section does arop

50%, however children use the library for reference servicese.




A breaskdown of the data according to age groups and
sex of the children who used this public facility during the
perlod which data were compiled is in Table 2.

TABLE 2. AGE AND SEX OF PATRONS

AGE BOYS GIRLS IOTAL
5 0 1 1
6 5 3 8
7 32 2l 56
8 27 39 66
9 29 22 51

10 23 30 53

11 11 32 b3

12 11 2l 35

13 0 3 3

1l 0 1 !

15 1 0 1

16 0 1 1

TOTAL _139 180 319

This table shows an eleven year span in the age of
patrons. The majority fell within a five year span of ages
seven through: twelve.

Boys between the ages of geven and nine are the most

interested in the library. Girls seem to be attracted to the

e momnier Tean <4 omy




PR R ¢ i T
[ NP L .- L B ]
.

libraery for a longer period of time from ages seven through
twelve., Children of age eight used the llbrary the most.
Aecording to Huck and Young, this age group has attained
independent reading skilis and has discovered reading as an
en joyable hobby.ll

At the age of thirteen there is a notable drop in the
number of patrons attracted to the children's section. In
this particular library this age group céan find a supply of
1iterature geared to thelr particular interests in the adult
section of this library. Many tltles are duplicated just in
case there Is some stigma ettached to getting one's books
from the children's séction. It 1s quite possible that the

patron of age thirteen and fourteen is not represented accur-

ately in this data,.
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1t was found in tabulating the data that eight year
\if olds also check out the most books. Table 3 shows a bresgk-

down of the circulation for the week in regard to age, and

S@X.
TABLE 3. NUMBER OF BOOKS CIRCULATED
ACCORDING TO AGE AND SEX
5 5 0 6 6
% 4 7 16 23
. 7 12 92 216
AI 8 139 211 350
8 9 203 102 305
_ 10 70 131 201
. 11 L6 118 16}
a 12 31 0L 135 )
13 0 10 10 ;;
1l 0 2 2
15 8 0 8 ‘“‘
16 0 1 1
TOTAL 628 793 1421
Table 3 shows us that in terms of numbers the eight iﬁ
_E; year olds checked out the most books. When the numbers are
_i;g broken down a&s o sex,eight year old girls took home the most

books, and the nine year old boys were the second largest
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group., Greatest number of volumes were checked out by children
that fell in seven, eight and nine year age groups,

The boys of all age groups checked out 528 volumes,
and the girls checked out 793 volumes, mesking a total of 1421
volumes. Total circulation for the chlildren's section was
1457 during the period that data werse compiled. It was neces-
sary to disquelify 36 volumes because they wers checked out by

adult patrons,




Table 4 13 designed to show how many volumes out of
the total circulated were listed in the Children's Catalog
as quality literature that has demonstrated usefulness 1in
elementary and public libraries in every part of the United
States,

TABLE ljo NUMBER OF BOOKS CIRCULATED THAT
WERE LISTED IN THE CHILDREN'S CATALOG.

AGE BOYS GIRLS ZOTAL
0 3 3
2 10 12
26 21 L7
20 66 86
36 53
10 9 33
11 10 36
12 29
13 3
1 1
15 . 1
16 . 0
TOTAL 109 195 304

Eight yesr old girls and nine year old boys read the
most books that were listed in the Children's Catalog while

as a mixed group the eight year old patrons read the greatest




13

number of listed %itles. Thers was no available data to in-
dicate that there are more titles listed for the eight or
nine year old than any other age group. Youngsters this age

are independent readers. They like to explore new subjects

and often go back to an old favorite and reread it several
times. They choose easy books and more difficult ones; occa-
sionally they try some adult fiction. It is not unusual for
: ﬁi this age child to read a book a day. 12

| Of the 1421 volumes circuleted 29 of them were list-
ed in the Children's Catalog. This means that .206 or 21% of
the volumes that circulated were quelity literature. The
Children's Catalog lists 3,310 volumes. The 294 listed
vo_umes that were checked out that week represent 8.88% of
those books considered quality literature. One out of every

118 books that circulated that week was considered quallty

literature,

Implications of Data

Pinal conclusions and recommendations cannot be drawn
from this limited study but some observations can be made,
The elementary school children of this midwestern town sare
attracted to the children's library and circulate more books
than does the adult section of the library. The children are
1ikely to visit the library on Monday with a preference for
fiction. More girls are patrons than boys. Elght year old

T R S e e 2
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boys and girls read more books for pleasure during the summer
than any other age group. The greatest number of listed titles
are read by elght year old boys and girls.

It should be remembered that any recommended list will
Include books that will appeal to soms children to a greater
degree and to others not at all, Nons of these lists should
be considered musts for any child or as excluding all books
not listed. Any recommended list is the means by which child-
ren may learn to evaluate books and discriminate between

transitory and long term excellence.13

Further Research

The level of culture of the community could be deter-
mined by the size of the percentage using the library as
opposed to the potential,

Does the level of education of the parents of patafons
have anything to do with thelr reading interests?

Do the roles of the male and femels in our culture
determine their reading heblts?

Since listed titles in the Children's Catalog are
Judged by e4dulis and thelr stendards, would this have a dirsct
besring on the popularity and non-frequency of their selec-
tion in the public 1library.

Of the total potentiel patrons of the childrent's

library in this midwestern town only 11% are using the library.

1o vy R T pe— . - om W A e e e e - s e g i * et tinia
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Does the unrestricted activity of the summer prcmote or dis-
courage reading?

What factors were involved that made the circulation
greater in the children's section of the library than in the
adult section?

Out of the potentiel boy patrons, 164 of the total boy
potential are using the library. Out of the potential girl
patrons; 21% of the'totai girl botential.are using the libr-
ary. Does this comminity offer more activities for boys than
for girls that would 1limit their use of leisure time?

How many children that are snrolled in the summer
remedial program use the library? Does the remedlal progream
stimulate or retard use of the children's library?

If the library were open more hours per day, seven
days per week, would the total circulation increase and attract
new patrons?

Is the level of achlevement in school greater among
the patrons of the childrent'!s library than the potential who
did not choose to use the library?

Is the library an effective tocl in this community,
in regard to the number of patrons using it as opposed to

the per cent of potential patrons not using this facility?
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