A ol cainfiatih SN A ARt ant

.. BY- ACKERSON, NELS J.

REPORT RESUHKES

©ED 016 549 e e

RURAL YOUTH IN A CHANGING HORLD.

o DESCRIPTORS- CURRICULUM. CULTURE, DROPOVT RATE. EDUCATIONAL
" OPPORTUNITIES, EMFLOYMENT OFPFORTUNITIES, EMPLOYMENT,

GUIDANCE, *OFPORTUNITIES, #RURAL YOUTH, *RURAL AREAS, RURAL
EDUCATION, RURAL URBAN DIFFERENCES, SCCIAL CHANGE , VOCATIONAL

: EDUCATION. YOUTH OPFORTUNITIES

RURAL YOUTH ARE CONFRONTED HITH THE - SERIOUS PARADOX OF

'}OPPORTUNITY AND FRUSTRATION. OFFORTUNITIES ARE PLENTIFUL FOR
" THOSE WHO FOSSESS SKILLS AND ABILITIES NECESSARY FOR

"‘COMPETING IN OUR TECHNOLOGICALLY ADVANCED SOCIETY, BUT

_ LIMITED FOR THOSE WHO ARE UNABLE TO COMPETE IN OUR SOCIETY

EITHER IN JOB COMFETITION OR IN SOCIAL FROCESSES. THE

. DISADVANTAGEMENT FACED BY THESE RURAL YOUTH CAN BE ATTRIBUTED

TO SEVERAL FACTORS SUCH AS--(1) A HIGHER DROPOUT RATE, (2) A
GREATER POVERTY INCIDENCE, (3) FEWER CULTURAL OFFORTUNITIES,
AND (4) POORER HEALTH FACILITIES. TO COMBAT THE FROBLEMS
CONFRONTING RURAL YOUTH, IT IS NECESSARY TO ACCEPT THREE
CHALLENGES-- (1) TO TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF AVAILABLE RURAL

~ OPPORTUNITIES, (2) TO REALIZE THE LIMITATIONS OF. RURAL LIFE

AND TO RECOGNIZE THE OFFORTUNITIES THAT EXIST ELSEWHERE, AND
(3) TO BE AWARE OF OUR RESFONSIBILITIES NOT ONLY TO RURAL
AMERICA, BUT ALSO OUR RESFONSIBILITY TO AN AMERICA WHERE
'THERE 1S NO DIVISION BETWEEN RURAL AND URBAN COMMUNITIES.

. THIS SPEECH WAS DELIVERED AT THE NATIONAL OUTLOOK CONFERENCE
- ON RURAL YOUTH, OCTOBER 23-26, 1967, WASHINGTON, B.C.,
_ SPONSORED JOINTLY BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENTS OF AGRICULTURE, o
: HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE, INTERIOR, AND LABOR, OEO: AND
. THE PRESIDENT'S COUNCIL ON YOUTH OFFORTUNITY. (ES) )

. S Pua'w’é 23 'OCT.,_G?V}:
o ans PRICE 'MF-$0.25 HC- so 32 ef. | o

i . : % e

PO TN



ED016549

g
| U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION & WELFARE
OFFICE OF EDUCATION
;  THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRODUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM THE | Speech presented at | '
{ PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGINATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS | ‘
" STATED DO NOT NECESSARiLY ; ‘ NATIONAL OUTLOOK CONFERENCE '
e REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION . -  ON RURAL YOUTH
Lo R S October 23-26, 196
General Session B Washlngton, D. '
RURAL YOUTH IN A CHANGING WORLD
Nels J. Ackerson
| Law Student
Harvard University -

I must admit feeling qulte humbled to appear on this program w:.th such
a distinguished group of persons and also to address this audience
‘ representing- 1nst1tut10ns for Wthh I have the greatest amount of respect.

As Sec:retary W:Lrtz has told you, I am a product of rural America, of the |
L-H Clubs, of the Future Farmers of America, farm organizations of vari-
ous types, of a land-grant college, a small commmity, a small high ‘
school, a rural church and a farm family. I am proud of that herltage

in agriculture and in rural America; but, nevertheless, I am not blind

to the many pressing problems in rural America which.face persons of my
age, as I see them as a student, not forgetting that probably my generation
‘has many more opportunities than prev:.ous genera.tlons due to grea:b cultural
and economic advances. :

It is- mporta.nt for us to look for problems because only in that way can

we improve. I hope that in coricentrating on problems rather than bene-
fits I don't appear to be like a classmate of mine in the second grade.

I'd like to share that incident with you. When I was in the second grade
our class used to trade class pictures as I am sure many of you have done.
We would take a whole day as a type of a national holiday, I guess, and
trade pictures. I'm sure we must have taken as much time as we could in
order to avoid studying our lessons. As I remember the first day that

we exchanged pictures, we were all enjoying the new activity except little
Bobby. About half way through the day Bobby asked the teacher, "why do
we exchange these p:.ctures’?" The teacher was surprised at the question,
but she had a ready answer. "Well, Bobby," she said, "that is very easy

to answer. We exchange pictures so that twenty years from now you can
look at those pictures and you can say, 'Well, there is George. He is

back on the farm, and Larry is an architect down in the city, and there's

& picture of Susie. She is a nurse now.'" Little Sally was snickering

in the second row, and the teacher asked, "What's the matter, Sally”"

And Sally said, "And there's teacher, a,nd she's dead."

There are many young persons and adults alike who see only the pro'blems

- confronting rural America and the institutions that have built rural
America. Seeing only problems, they look forward to the time when ‘bney
can say that these institutions are dead. I can't agree with such a
hasty analysis. Obvicusly. some institutions have outlived their value;
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others need to be changed or to be given new d:.rect:.on. . But to say that
because there are problems we should throw everything away and start from
scratch, is to forsake much valuable knowledge and wisdom that has been
developed over time. Most of you in this audience realize the values of
many existing rural institutions and would not advocate such a radical,
poorly analyzed attempt at problem solving. I think most of the young
people of America agree with you. But young persons from rural America
should also realize the greater hazard of covering problems rather than:
seeking them out. We, as rural youth, are faced with many frustrations.
We are trying to understand our problems so that we can eliminate them.

In some cases such elimination of rural problems may require radlca,l changes "

in others a mere change of emphasis may be sufficient.

In talking about the problems of rural youth, I may seem. to resemble‘ a
patient trying to give advice to his doctor, because as I mentioned, I am

- @ product of the very institutions which you represent. But who knows

better where it hurts or how it hurts. The young people of America can

be of great benefit to you. I know that many of you use youth frequently

for counsel and advice, and I appreciate your willingness to listen to a
young person today.  So, perhaps what I can do best this morning is to
talk with you about my thoughts as a young person and the problems that

-

Many young rural Amer:.can are extremely frustrated. They are told of

opportunities that they can't find, and they are faced with problems that
are obvious and d:.scouraglng. When we know what these problems are--

- perhaps when we know "where it hurts"--then I think that we can make

progress.

There are just some things that can't be done. We can't solve tomorrow's

problems with yesterday's remedies. When we see areas where we have not .
been successful, we must be honest in admitting that these are problem
areas. I am happy to see such a conference as this because I think it is
a very excellent attempt to solve rural problems and not merely to pran.se
ea.ch other on what has been done, although much 1s deserved.

A :E‘r:.end of mine shared with me a bit of ph:.losophy a couple o:E’ years ago

- which I think is good to remember. He sa:.d, "Silence isn't always golden.

Sometimes it is just downright yellow." I agree with Secretary Wirtz's
opening comment that responsible dissent is indecd very meaningful. It
shows that people are developing attitudes, and that they are thinking.
I am convinced that the young people in Americs today are w:Lll:Lng to take
a stand; they are willing to avoid the silence that sometimes is just

- downright yellow, We in rural America, whether we are young people or

adults, must be strong enough to lmow vhere we are weak and brave enough

to face ourselves when we see that some things we ha.ve trled. have fa:.led.

. The youth of rural America are vfaced with a serious paradox. It is a
paradox of opportunity and frustration. They were nurtured in the
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traditions of a rural environment, and they have known the values of in-
dividuality and unrestrained enterprise that many have seid characterize
rural America. Yet they are entering s fubture where in many ways rural
and urban are becoming one and the same. They have been reared in a land
that has the most advanced agriculture that this world has ever known.
They have been aware of and have lived through a period of rapid techno-
logical advance, but they are unprepared to face & future in which commu~
nities, institutions and rural order will be changing just as rapidly as
today's fertilization techniques and farm machinery. It is this social «
change in rural America, that many youth have not been prepared for, which

‘ecauses much of the frustration.

" Unlike our parents,~on1y ebout‘one-tenth'of rural young people will be

eble to return successfully to ferm life. The other ninety percent in
many cases are not prepared to find employment and are not prepared for
the social environment of an urban community. These young people have
heard the typical platitudes of commencement speakers, that "Our geners=
“tion bas failed, but still there is more opportunity for you than for eny
generation before." Although I don't agree that the past generations have
failed, it is true that the widely proclaimed opportunity is quite elusive.
When students seek thelr individual parts of that wealth of opportunity,

‘many find that they have not been guided in the right menner for the devel-

opment of their individual abilities. After they find what vocation they

‘would like to pursue, often they haven't been prepared adequately with

the education and skills necessary to meet their goals. When they try to
enter the labor force, meny of them find that they haven't been prepared
as well as their urben contemporaries. Many other young rural Americans

, don't even know where to go or how to seek employment.

We probebly do have a greater opportunity than generations before us.
But for meny rural youth that opportunity falls far short of the oppor-
tunities presented to other segments of today's American society. We
heard meny figures last evening indicating that most rural young people
will be living in en urban environment, but they are generally not nearly
as well prepared as urban young people. Thus the frustration is increased.

I have heard that there are three kinds of people in ‘the world: people
who make things happen, people who wstch things happen, and people who
have no idea what is happening. Speaking in a broad generslity, I think

that people in rural America want to make things happen, and of course

they want to watch things happen too. But unfortunately, in many cases,
they haven't been prepared to know what 1s happening in the first place.

‘In spite of many adventages, when we compare rural Americe with urban

America we find that our rural populstion has more than its share of prob-
dems. We find that rural income, as we all know, is very low. The inci-
dence of poverty in rural America is much grester than in most urban areas.
Incentive to remain in high school or in college is evidently not as great
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in rural America because the dropout rate is higher. In. all too many
- situations the educational and vocational opportunities that are afforded
rural young people are quite limited. Rurel institutions that were designed
to provide improved health, improved culture and inmproved education have
become ineffective in many areas. Some of these institutions are still
trying to meet problems that existed several years ago and are not success- -
fully meeting problems that are facing young people today. Rural slums
are still present in too many localities. Individual fulfillment is also
stifled.
: - . . .
I don't intend to paint a totally dark picture, because I don't believe
the picture is 2ll dark. But we need direction and we need guidance.
Young people need to know where they are going, where the opportunities
may be found. They need to be educated and prepered for those opportuni-
ties. The institutions of rural Americe must base their directlon upon
renewed, vigorous study and sound advice.

In a speech given just sbout a year ago, Secretary Freeman describéd a
dream that I think all of us share regardless of political belief. It is
& dream that portrays the future of rural America. This is what he said:

"I would like to share this dream and goal with you, and to do

this I ask that you dream with me for a few minutes. Imagine,

if you will, a time in the future when hundreds and bundreds of
existing rural communities and hundreds of new rural communities

offer everything the big cities offer except congestion and cone

fusion, crime and chaos, polluted eir and dirty water, over~

-crowded schools and jobless ghettos, racial unrest and riots in

the streets. Imagine new and revitalized communities, each with

its own local source of employment, each with its own factories,

each with its own college or university, each with its own medical 4
center, esch with its own cultural, entertainment, and recreational |
advanteges. Imsgine a rural America without poverty, without rural

slums and shacks, a rural America where every family farmer enjoys

parity of income and parity of living." |

Certainly this is the direction that we should all be going. .

Our dream is not just for agricultural ebundsnce and prosperity. We have
reeched such & level of superiority in agricultural technology that in all
likelihood we will continue to do well. We have increased output per acre,
~ per animel and per worker in Americe at fantastic rates. In fact, output
per worker in Americen egriculture has doubled in the last 20 years. There
are few areas in our economy that can claim such progress in technological
efficiency. It bas been said that agriculture is the strength of our ‘
Nation because of this tremendous advance. Such excellence has not come
by accident. Many of you have probsbly read Secretary Gardner's book, -
entitled Excellence. Excellence in agriculture was made possible by meny
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factors, including hard work, educational opportunlties, and the applica-
tion of science and the scientific method. Continued emphasis on agric-
ultural sbundance is importent, but not as'essential as increased empha31s
on the development of our human resources. : ;s '

There are three challenges that I think all_of us must face. The first ‘*’f
is to take full sdvantsge of rural opportunities. There are many. A farm
background can develop qualities which are valusble for many different-
occupations. For those young people who find it desirable to return to

the farm there certainly is going to be a challenging and potentially re-
warding life in the future. That ten percent of our rural youth shouid

be prepared to take full advantege of their farm backgrounds. On the other
hend, the same background can be valuable in other ereas of agriculture
and can be applied to other unrelated areas of endeavor. The experience
of planning, setting goals, realizing the reward of hard work, and assuming
responsibility can be valuvable for any vocation.

The second challenge that confronts us is the challenge to realize the
limitations of rural life and to recognize the opportunities that exist
elsewhere. Too often young persons are educated only in rural opportunities,

.not in the urban opportgp@tios wvhich mey be of greater practical value.

The third challenge is that we must be aware of our responsibilities not
only to rural America, but also our responsibility to an America where
there is no division hetween rural and urban communities. We need to de=-

- wyelop an ebility to see ourselves in perspective as we contribute to the

larger goals of our Nation and of the entire world. One of my favorite
glee club songs is "Mankind Should Be My Business." It says, "Mankind
should be my business. Mankind should be my trade. I realize it is my :
business to give my fellow man my aid. The whole world should be my office.
Heaven should be my boss.  Men's happiness should be my profit. His suf-
Pering should be my loss." We should strive to instill that attitude of
oneness of purpose for 21l mankind in young rural.Americans.

There are many improvements needed in rural America that are necessary if
young people are to attain their highest potential. The first of these
is an enthusiasm on the part of the institutions that serve rural America.

 Ralph Waldo Emerson said, "Nothing great was ever sccomplished without

enthusiasm."

Vice President Humphrey suggested last night that it is time for us to stop
letting the American youth chase education and instead we should have edu-
cation chase them. Perhaps we should also chase youth with employment
opportunities. We should prepare youth for various vocations and we should
meke them aware of vocationsl and job opportunities. Fortunately instruce
tion in vocational agriculture has been broadened as a result of the Voca=-:
tional Education Act of 1963. But there is a great demond for many voce=
tional training programs outside of sgriculture.
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There is also a need for a broader general educational and cultural backe
ground. This must come not only from increasing the non-agricultural -
vocational instruction but also by upgrading the total school programs,
reslizing that the schools are usually the center of the social and cul-

- tural community. We must improve the guidance and the curriculum of rural
schools. That, of course, presents many problems in communities which
hesitate to make changes in their educational systems. The extension
service is another area where educational upgrading can and is being done.

Private enterprise can also assist in making esseﬁéial'improveménts in
rural America and can help provide occupational opportunities for youth.

We must involve private industry in rural communities so’'it may share in
solving the problems of rural young people. We are finding that improved
efficiency in sgriculture and progress in transportation and technology
have made it possible for many farm youth to spend their sdult lives in
cities. The same improvement of communications and transportation has slso
motivated many industries to move into rural areas, offering new employment
opportunities. : ’

Ladies and gentlemen, I have a great faith in rural America--a great faith
dn America of which rural America 1s a part. You and the orgenizations
that you represent are going to have the greatest challenge of all. You -
are bringing this faith into reality by recognizing problems and by shering.
in the creation of a brighter future for rural youth. :




