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A LOOK AT FOREIGN LANGUAGE FLACEMENT, 1963-1967.
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WASHINGTON UNIV., SEATTLE
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DESCRIPTORS~ #STUDENT TESTING: *FRENCH, *GERMAN, %*SPANISH,
¥PLACEMENT, STATISTICAL DATA, SECOND LANGUAGE LEARNING,
COLLEGE PREFARATION, SECONDARY SCHOOLS; LANGUAGE FROGRAMS,
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON,

BATA WAS COMFILED FROM ENTERING STUCENTS TESTED CURING
THE FALL QUARTERS ©F 1963, 1964, 1965, 1966, AND 1967, AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON, IN ORDER TO DETERMINE WHETHER HIGH
SCHOOL FREFARATION (IN FRENCH, GERMAN, AND SFANISH) HAD
INCREASED OVER THE 5-YEAR FERIOD AND WHETHER STUDENT
PLACEMENT IN UNIVERSITY COURSES HAD SHIFTED SYSTEMATICALLY.
ALTHOUGH TWO YEARS OF HIGH SCHOOL PREPARATION WAS THE
CONTINUOUS NORM, THERE WAS A SHARF AND CONSISTENT FERCENT
INCREASE IN THE FROFORTION OF STUDENTS WITH 4 YEARS OF HIGH
SCHOOL LANGUAGE STUDY (THOUGH THIS GROUF STILL REMAINS A
SMALL PERCENT OF THE TOTAL SAMPLE). DESFITE PLACEMENT
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN YEARS, DATA SHOW THAT HIGH %SCHOOL
PREPARATION AND LENGTH OF DELAY (BETWEEN PREPARATION AND
COLLEGE STUDY) GREATLY INFLUENCE THE AMOUNT OF UNIVERSITY
LANGUAGE STUDY AN ENTERING STUDENT MAY EXPECT TO FACE. GERMAN
STUDENTS TRADITIONALLY PLACED LOWER IN THE SEQUENCE OF
COURSES THAN FRENCH OR SFANISH STUBENTS. (AF)
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Bureau of Testing
University of Weshington
November 1967

A Look at Foreign Lenguage Placement: 1963-1967
Gary Beanblossom

Foreign language placement testing began at the University of Washinghon
:t.n the fall of 1963. During the past four years a considerable a.mougt of
experimentation with metheds of placing entering students in University
courses in French, Germen, and Spenish has taken place. This paper hés com=
piled date from students tested during the fall quarters of 1§63, 196k, 1965,
1956, and 1967 to determine whether (a) the emount of high school p're'pe:dtlo‘&
in French, German, and.Spa.r;ish has substantially mcreased. over the rivenyear
period, erd whether (b) the placement of these students in University courses
bas shovn any systematic shifts. '

Table 1 shows by year the percentages tested in each la.nguage ha;ring
one ,\Afwe » three, or four years of high school study subdivided by length of
delay. Students studying the tested language in the twelfth grade were
clasgified as nén-delays. All others were defined as delays. Stun nts baving
previous collegé study in the testeé. language as well as thosé 1havi.tﬁ; an. 6&.6.
number of high school semesters of language study were not included Table 1
data clearly reveal the prominence of the two-year group in e‘a.ch lown, nge;
about 50 per cent of the sample had only two years of high school . piage
study a.nd‘a. ma;ority ha.d experienced delays. There appeers to be .«
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or this group to shrink in size over the time period
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still comprises a rather small percentage of the total sample; only 10 per

cent of the German students and less than 25 per cent of the French and

-
’-

Spanish students had four years of high school preparation in 1967 .

i

Table 2, 3, and 4 show the percentages placed at each of the seven

<
‘e

" course levels from 1963 to 1967 for French, German, and Spanish, respectively.

.

They are subdivided by years of high school study and length of delay. The

percentages placed at a given course level from year to year are frequently

to different methods of placement

disparate. This is primarily attributable

<

that have evolved since 1963 as well as the inherent difficulties in adding
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tests and changing from one test to another without being able to accurately
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The placement data for 1964 are a

b aaiitde

equate performances on the two tests.

case in point. STudents were placed at much higher levels in 1964 than in
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was abandoned the following year because a great many students reportedly

were placed in courses that were too difficult.
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Despite placement diffexrences between years, it is obvious from these

greatly influence the
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data that high school preparation and length of delay

may expect to face.
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amount of University language study an entering student

Figures 1, 2, and 3 furnish a pictorial representation of language

placement in French, German, and Spanish, respectively. The bar charts show

the percentage assigned to each of the seven placement levels for the total

For each of the six
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group by language, pooling data from all five years.
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. @ delay attain a meen score of 2.k, | signifying that the typicai student in

the one-ﬂrear group because of emall numbers) mean placement scores were
computed by essigning a score of 1 to 101, 2 to 102, 3 to 103, 4 to 201,
5 to 202, 6 to 203 (222), and 7 ta 2034 (222A) At the right of each chart
are the mean scores for the six groups and arrows indicating nean poeitions

on the gcale for each grouy.

As shown in Figure 1, studente with two years of high school French and

this group has been placed almost halfway between 102 and 103 An averase
student with four yeurs of high school French and no delay, by compa.rison 3
has a mean placement score of 5. 8, which falls just short of pl.a.cement into
222,

As seen in Figure 2, German students have traditionally been place&
much 1orwer in the segxence of courses than those takins French or Spanish.

More than one-fourth of the German students tested were plsced in 101,




Table 1

Percentages of entering students taking foreign language placement examinations
classified by number of years of high school study and
length of delay for the years “_.mmu..ma

1 Year HS Study

FRENCH

2 Years HS Study

3 Years HES Study

g No
i Year Delay Delay Total
¥ 1963 3.5 2.1 5.6
- 1964 1.5 1.2 2.7
& 1965 2.1 1.7 3.8
i 1966 1.6 1.k 3.0
3 1967 2.1 1.0 3.1
T
Y
& 1 Year IIS Study
& No
.‘ m_ Year Deley Delay Total
. 1963 3.3 5.1 8.5
§ 196k 3.4 k.7 8.1
i 1965 5. kol 7.5
s 1966 2.7 1.7 kol
1 1967 3.4 3.7 7.2
1 Year HS Study
No
Year Delay Delay Total
11 1963 2.6 1.2 3.9
4 1965 1.2 1.3 2.5
H_”Q. Hmmm u-o.w Oow mom
L 1967 2.9 0.9 3.7
3 *
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i Years HS Study

No No — No
Delay Delzay Total Delay Delay Total Delay Delay Total N
l.m..mu..wmp 60.5 135.2 9.8 25.0 5.2 8.7 1L.0 630
34.4 15.5 k49.8 19.0 13.2 32.3 3,0 12.2 15.2 809
27.8 18.0 u45.8 18.4 10.9 29.h4 30 18,1 21.1i 906
33.4 1h.5 464 18.1 10.5 28.6 5.7 16.3 22.0 933
34,1 11.9 U6.0 18.7 8.3 27.0 7.3 16.6 23.9 1085
GERMAN
2 Years HS Study 3 Years HS Study I Years HS Study
No No No
Delasy Delay Total Delay Delay Total Del~y Delay Total N
T%6.6 26.0 62.5 8.5 17.8 26.3 0.3 2.4 2.7 33
35.2 32.5 67.7 5.9 1hk.0 20.0 1.0 3.2 k2 406
35.2 28.4 64,3 8.3 1k.5 22.9 1.1 4,3 5.3 468
3.9 24,1 58.9 12.0 17.0 29.1 1.0 6.7 T.6 523%
32.3 22,1 5h.h4 13.2 15.2 28.5 2.8 7.2 10.0 645
SPANISH
2 Years HS Study 3 Years HS Study I Years HS Study
No No Ro
Delsy Delay Total Delay Delay Total Deley Dzlay Total N
7.0 12,4 59.5 19. 6.1 25.6 5.6 7.5 11l.0 o4l
4%0.5 “_.mom 52.6 22.5 8.0 30.5 3.6 11l.4k 15.0 699
30.1 is.4 4h.5 23.7 8.4 32.1 4.1 16,8 21.0 T3
38.8 11.4 50.2 21.9 5.9 27.8 L.5 1h.9 19.h 87h
.2 9. .~ 49.8 17.5 5.6 23.1 T4 16,0 23.4 oll
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Teble 2

Percentages of entering students taking the French placement exeminstion

o wers placed at different course levels classified by nuuber of years
of high school study and length of delay for the years 19635-6T7%

-~

o Years without a Delay

1963 196! 1965 1966 1567 1953 196k 1965 1966 1967
15 3 17 18 101 ) 0 3 5 .5
o0 18 25 2% 27

2k 47 52 . 102
3 31 35 103 o5 26 35 34 37

') )
201 27 1€ 20 201 ¥ 48 20 24 18
202 o 0 9 202 0O O 5 7
o 0 7 222 0O © 5 5
oo _1 L _ 3 ooh 6 _8 3 _2 .2
242 278 252 150 125 162 131 129

2 Years with a Telny
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% Years without e Delay

1963 196k 1965 2966 1967 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967
L 1 2 2 1 101 o o0 ©0 ©0 1
1 5 16 25 22 102 0 0 2 8 6
6 22 19 19

el 19 39 33 3T 103 e
1. 19 19 @6 21 201 5 10 2L 31 26

3 Years with a Delay
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28 3 13 10 11 202 05 25 19 15 26
75 8 6 2 I 222 52 22 1g 17 1k
7 33 5 _5 _3 200A 0 % 18 10 _9
85 Tisk 166 169 203 62 "107 99 96 90
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b Yesrs without a Delay

I Years with a Dalay

1965 165k 1965 1966 1967 1963 196k 1965 1966 1967
% o0 o0 0 0 101 o "0 0 ©0 2

1 8 102 » o o 1 1

T 12 105 o 3 6 T 3

11 2L 201. 7 3 1 15 13

22 19 202 20 20 15 22 21

15 15 202 35 25 22 19
2

33 22024 35 69 5 ko

3~ 69 M5 3
55 ~ 99 ~16k 152 1
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¥Percentages are rovaded 1o b2 nearest whole per cent. Percentages in each
t for rounding errors. N's below each

colurn for each block add to 100 excep
column refer to the tosel number of cases from which percentages for that

colum are corputed.
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Percentages of entering students taking the German placement examination
who were placed at different course levels classified by number of years
of high school study and length of delay for the years 1963-6T*

b g PR LTE L
31 SRS D, 2 e i
N 2oL

2 Years with a Delay

2 Years without a Delay
1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1963 196k 1965 1966 1%61
101 50 1 52 31 T 101 35 2 34 1 3
102 18 34 16 45 19 102 o 1% 14 26 25
103 11 22 21 15 103 oy 14 17 31 X
201 8 W2 6 5 1 201 ik 70 12 26 1
202 0 O 2 0 0 202 o o 1 o ©
0
1
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205 0 0 2 0 205 0 0 5 0 0
2034 203A 2 0 L 2 1

3 0 .2 3
N " 350 13 168 182 208 86 132 135 126 142

3 Years with a Delay 3 Years without a Delay

1963 196k 1965 1966 1967 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967
0 L 22 6 35 101 3 0 3 3 10
36 0O 13 18 24 102 1k Y 10 14 25
25 13 28 27 12 103 33 9 13 16 21
201 is 20 8 18 18 201 17 4 13 30 19
202 7 29 15 10 5 202 10 28 26 19 10
203 1t 25 13 E 6 203 16 56 22 J.g 1?*
203A 0 3 1 1 203A 0 12
824 39 62 65 ~58 57 68 89 90

4 Years with a Delay

1963 196k 1965 1966 ;%1 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967
0 o 0 5 0 2

0
50 o o 5 3 @22
11 38 8 o 14 22
22 13 0 5 1 15
6 38 23 55 29 24
g 13 69 25 11 13;
0 0 5 29
18 B T1% 20 535 U6
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¥Percentages are rounded to the nearest whole per cent. Percentages in each
column for each block add to 100 except for rounding errors. N's below each
column refer to the total number of cases from which percentages for that

columm are computed.
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Perccntages of entering students taking the Spanich plncemeat exsminatlon
wlhic were placed at diffcrent course levels classiiied by nwaber of years
of high school study and length of delay for the years 1963-6T¥
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2 Years wish 3 Delay 2 Y=2ars without a Delay

14

3965 196k 165 19G6 1967 1963 196% 1955 1966 1967
19 5 15 18 101 W0 3 8 5
57 56 102 17 & z1 38 44
22 12 103 35 26 28 2% 28
10 201 37 64 25 16 13
5 202 0O O ¢ 10 7
203 0O O L 2 0
203A 0 2 1l 4 3

79 65 111 102 88
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3 Years without a Deley
1063 196% 1965 1966 1967
101 0 0 0 0 b

102 O 0 15 19 14
103 0 Yy 11 12 24
201 13 9 14 17 22
202 B 59 23 35 16
203 7 R "R [~ 6 0
203A 5 b 25 12 22
39 56 65 55 51

4 Years without a Deley
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166k 1965 1066 1967 1963 1964 1965 1066 1967
0 T 3 "8 270 0 0 0
12 2 1 0 1 2
10 0 1 2 5 6
10 10 1 7 8 1k
2h 10 21 12 17 24
12 o 23 7 9 3
3% 55 72 61 _51
W8 80 130 130 146
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*Percentages are rounded to the nearest whole per cent. Pereentages in each
column for each block add to 100 except for rounding errors.. N's below each
column refer to the total number of cases from which percentages for that
column are computed.
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Figure 1. Bar chart comparisons of percentages of French students
placed at the seven course levels for the total sample;

mean placement scores for the six groups defined by high
school study and length of delay.
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Bar chart comparisons of percentages of German students
placed at the seven course levels for the total samplciz;
mean placement scores for the six groups defined by high

school study and length of delay.
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Figure 3. Bar chart comparisons of percentages of Spanish students
placed at the seven course levels for the total sample;
mean placement scores for the six groups defined by high

school study and length of delay.
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