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WRITING AND REVISING A CURRICULUM GUIDE IN READING.
BY- CLARK, BERNICE T.

FUB DATE 4 MAY 67

EDRS PRICE MF-$0.25 HC-$0.60 13F.

DESCRIFTORS~- #LZNGUAGE ARTS,; *READING, *READING INSTRUCTION,
#*ENGLISH EDUCATION,; TEACHING GUIDES, *RECREATIONAL READING,
ELEMEMTARY GRADES, SECONDARY GRADES,

THE PROCEDURES USED BY THE NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION
DEFARTMENT IN THEIR REEVALUATION OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
FROGRAM ARE DISCUSSED, AND THE PHILOSOFPHY WHICH GUIDED THE
REWRITING OF THE TEACHING SYLLABUS IS FRESENTED. THE
CONSULTANTS SELECTED FCR THE COMMITTEE WERE AUTHORS, EDITORS,
DIRECTORS,; EXFERTS IN THE MASS MEDIA, AND EDUCATORS
REPRESENTING UNIQUE AND FROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES IN THE USE
OF LANGUAGE WHO FROJECTED VARIOUS AFFROACHES TO REVITALIZING
THE LANGUAGE ARTS FROGRAM IN KINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE i2.
IN THE REVISED SYLLABUS, ATTENTION IS GIVEN TG TEACHING BOTH
SKILLS AND SUBSKILLS. IT IS POINTED OLT THAT TEACHERS SHOULD
TEACH SKILLS TO INSFIRE THE JOY OF READING FOR SHEER
PLEASURE. THIS FAFER WAS FRESENTED AT THE INTERNATIONAL
READING ASSCLIATION CONFERENCE (SEATTLE, MAY 4-6, £2967). (RH)
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‘ Berrdca T. Clagk i

The Hew York State Education Departuent is contimually revicwing
. the varfous arcas of tho curetculun and has become incressingly evare
. of the fundamental vole of langusge in all lesrning, As an {mportant
phage of the effost to provide quality educatfion for the students of
the Stats, a major sroject, the yveeevaluation of the English language
arts progrem, kindorgarten through grade tweive, was undartaken,

k- Planning for the writing of this guide began {n 1962, Consultants
| selected for Ad Hog Committee on the English language avts ware indive

we e G dh

fducls vitnliy involved in che utiiization of language: those who spend
: their professional lives writing or projecting the written word. 1t

{" wag eonefdered important to hear fyom a group of distiapguished, natione
ally-known authors, editors, directors and c¢zperts {n the mass msdia
ard in the £leld of communicatisn,

The coomittee mesting was characterimed by the deepest intarest
and enthusiasm, As one reflects on the fnsights of the committee with
raspect 0 the goals of langusge and 1ts use {n educstion, the more cone
vinced one i35 that by mo other wmeans could the cove significant implie
eations for the revision of the English program ba obtained.

Under the lesdarship of Asscoclate Commigsioner Walter Creawson,
pavticipants from the fields of Llitevature, the theatrs, and the maas
nedia; educators who apecialize in tho language arts in schocls and
. collieges, Assistanc Commissioner Wacren W, Rnox, and members of the Edue
: estion Depavtnent ataff met in Albany, Commissfoney James B. Allen, Jv.
nat with ths group for a portion of the sesstion.

The advizory coomittes menbars werve: Bdward L, Bernaya, public vee
lationa exgert and guthor; Theodore Dahl, Manager, Managemant
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Bazuice T¢ Clark

Comeminieaticns, International Business Hachines Corporation; John Charles
Daly, Columbia Broadeasting Company; Willisa Gibson, suthor of “Ths
Mirscle Worker®; Rosswond Gilder, past editor of “lheatre Arte™ magae
sinag Gecrge B, Henvy, Professor of Education, Fnivarsity of Delawars;
Robert P, Bogan, Executive Satvetary, The Hational Council of Teaschers
of Baglisk; Josaph Harsand, chatwman, Enplish Daopartment, Jamafea High
School, New York City Public Schools; Mabsl 5. Boall, Birecter, Seconde
ary Reading Clinte, Boston University; Joseph Papp, Blrector, Hew York
Shakespeare Festival; Walter Pauk, School of Education, Cornsil iUni-
versity; louise M, Rosenblatt, Prefessor of English Educatien, tew York
University 2chcol of Bdusatien and Alan Selnaider, Dirvector of Broadway
piays. There wers also guests from coliegas and mezbers &€ ths State
Edugatios Department,

Visiting artists and educators a¢ the confarence, in their own
way and through thelr oun sreative work, syabolize prejected varying
approaches to vevitslizing the language arts prugran, kinderzavten
through grade 12. Hach seuber of the advissry conwmtttea vapresented
uniqus and productive axparience in uszing the medius of langusge with
1ive audisnces, with readers, with grent segments of the publie, or
uith students in 4institutions of learilug.

Biffecing Vievs

Conmittae membsra challeaged ono asotber with some intovesting dife
farances of opinton, FPor example, thers was a call for concentratisn
on the precise study of word meaning, follewad by the quick warning
that excessive focus on word study par se aight restrict the studentts
viez too narrouwly. There was an expert deacription of ths caveful,
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Bernice T, Clamk

systematic uge of selective languags geared to various publies for pure
poses of interprotation and persuasion, asd tha counter plsa that lane
guaga should often ba used solely for shear pleasure and enjoyment,
Tharo was a spivited dialogue on selacting and utiliizing words to convey
speelfic tdeas with clarity, and the daseription of an ephexmeral and
creative procoss of first placing woxds on papar end tavough thaw, seskicz
to diacovar ionar thoughtaethen usingz the words to opganize the thoughis
with ave discovered. Thers was the assertion that che program somehow
migses the essence of languape-foelingsor tha emotiongl emperience which
can greate joy {a students, But there was the counter assertion that
joy can only come after tasic skills are masteved and that the zeal
problea 1s to teach puplis the praetical communication gkilis needed in
daily 1ifes writing a clear, deseriptive pavagraph, making an gcceptable
oral preseatation, A compromise wiew hold that the joy and the ckills
can be butlt simulsancously,

Axeas of General Zovesmont

Thegse wers zome of the rarve ind{vidualisms that madas tho confere
snce gxciting. But tho fesling of the entire group upheld such general
insights and agresaents as these! 1) Children come to school with motf.
vations, Somewhere £t 15 destroyed. Let us seek its stimulation,

2) Boglish 15 uot mervaly a subject to be taught, It 4is the activation
of ideas. I is wot machanical; it 4s creative. 3) Teaching English
maans affecting individual behavior, for the use of language £3 & form
of hunan belinvelor tied in with experience, including the expsrience of
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Bemilce T, claré
the clacsvoom. 4) The baslc lanmpuage arts program wist bo planncd o
give ths danrcasing masses of children attending sehool a reasomable
adequacy in the ability o communicate. 5) The syllabus will be a
broad framevssk upon vhich addizional plgng and 4dess may ba butlt by
teachers. &) The sveas in the syllabus should e carafully pianned %o
potivate degpeniag interest &n the language arts and to mest the vesl.
fatic neods, wishes, ioterects and desires of youth.

Spegific Bocomendgttons

¥oat of t<he specific vecommendations vefiscted g deop desire for
ereativity i The construction of the propran and in the Seacher's proe
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gseatation, os wall as g vespeet for the inner emtional 14fe of the
child, After a review of the existing progranm by Dy, Yarres Enox,
Dr. Walter Crewnon amphasized that the Dopartoent wankted #o "mine®® the

pe
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zecorseendations of the visitiag getiste and expsrts in order Lo "Sfind
fisw dlractionsz.”

a5 Bronpan

The group felt thst the language avts progean should be carefuily
articulated and deveioped in Jdirect velation to current rescarch which
deecribae the mature @ud chavactsr of today's childeen., Thoy satd chat
interesting cathods of presenting the pregran should be prepaved for
teachiers 1n & mumboer of swvdiativo unite related to the aoyllabue outltne,

RS T ST e . N e\
P MARTO TR SROVAS A SO ORI S il = S B R

i s s

as well as o clenrly oppesdzed outline of content,

The comnittoe felt thaz in building the program, the following

[ORPIFRIES (N2

congepts aud ideas should Be given the most careful constderations
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Bernice T, Clack

1) Bnglish {5 mot movely @ subject to be taupght. It s the ereation ami
the sttomlation of fdess. It iz not g mechsaleal tinkering wiith struse
Yures o the anglysing of sentances out of content, It iz ths larger
dizmenuion of weazing and interpretatien, 2) The lanzuage gyis should be
taught and traated as a concept desipned to broaden ead deppen the ine
dividuality of each learner. Lsnguspe 45 not axtornals 4t &s inex-
erieably bound with the vitality of ifving. 3) The wyritten lsnguage
should be appreached as something personsl, tfed to the way we speak.

it should mot become dull, {mpersonal and passiva, vesulting, in 3 sange,
in two languages: the lsmpuage of daily usage and the passive written
iangusge vhich uses such phrasing ss VIt has been announced that,.."

&) Language chould be used as a gearchlight sointing to the inward dise
eovery of thousht and then conveyed to othsars after nebulous ideas ave
clarifiad. It 45 & ool used in fmvard seacching, mot a conveyor belt,
5) Drill without feeling is a sterile process: language can be exciting
to both students end teachsrs., 6} The mass wedia can be used offectively
to develop feeling and eneltumont volated to language, 7) The thastre uses
worde bofore thoy come literature; it 1g a dramatic, graphic expression
of a peaple, their langusge and their culture. The lack of theatre in
many school programs often results lu g long delayed introduction %o this
vt form. Then 1t w3y core tH0 late o atigact an abiding interest.
tiving lonpuape 45 cosveyed thwouph drazg, efther by childven's acting
in plays or watehing the gastures and live porformancas of actors, Ustd

childeen obsorve or particlpate in drama, their gbility to cunpunicates

will bo liwitad,
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Berntee T Clark

'% Student
it 45 folt that the innar itfe of the child ensbies him to undertake

casks which aro f£requently thought of as Sar bevond him and that the
realistic inclusion of vital areas of life, too often sidestepped in tha
teaching proecess, results in the development of student sonfidstes in
teachars and deep interest in the program. The challenge was made ¢o start
vith the valid inner 1ife of the chilid and then lead the way o gramuar
and precision,

It was belleved that students need £0: 1) crests an inner joy throupgh
ianzuage which can bacame a kind of food that nourishes and posseeses
an ianternal dimension. &) ileaps to keep listening in its prisctine atate.
Hourish the valuable faculty of listening attentively and thoughtfully as
wa did in the early stages of childhood vhen 1istening preceded the imie
tativa process that lad £0 speasn., 3) ileatn ¢o oyganiece and convay
thoughts logically, because language 1s a socigl phenomemmnean effedtive
tool {n organicing experienues, thoughts, and emotionswwith a structurs
of its own. 4) develop the same degres of confidence 4n the ability to
write ags in tha abilicy o speak, thus owvercoming the evarage American's
ralustance to put something dowa oo paper. 35) learn to vead criticaily
and analytically:

Thg Testher

1t was agreed by all that tesching the langusge arts is a highly
creative job and that the crux of fusiruction and its vesults vest ule
tizately with the enthusiagm and skill of the iudividusl teachar,

The follad ng vecomsendations were made regavding the teachor of
language arto! 1) The Yeacherts apprsach shwuld be an inspired one., &
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statewids insarvice program involvimg the Sgate’s 13,000 Exgiich tenchers
should be orpasized. 2) 4 sense of graatneoss should be infused into our
teachar prepavatfon, 3) A lay visitling Zaculty of distinguished artists
and peactitionars 4n the langusge arts should be organized to fgnite,
inspise sad deanen the langusge arts pregran in the hicgh achosls and 4o
taachor gesining institutions. 4) Regional confewencas and sussar COUYSSs
should ba held for teachers of the language gr¥s; and Education Departmsnt
coaferences should be crgantzed for teachars of mathod., 5) Regource
uaits should bo prepared for teachers.

it was further suggested that a followsup sszaion bg held vith mmise
men and leaders in vadio and television in gearch of additionsl ideas and
reactions 2o the recomvendations of the advisory commiitse,

A zeport of the Ad Hoe Committes was ravicwsd by a group of reprasante.
tives of the press, radio, and televicion at & meetiog st tha State Edue
catico Deparfment in Narch of 1965. The meetiag was chaived by Assoclate
Comissioner Waiter Crewson, The Dopartuent psrsonnel present swerst
Br, YWalter Crewson, Dr, Warren W, Knox, and Dr, YWilliazm B. Young.

The group stresged the fumportance of developing in studentss 1) e
wmastery of and respect for language as & tool of comountceation with the
purpose of Lfuaauring an inproved and wore ereative use of language 2) the
abiliity to write giuple daclarative gantences and to {nterrelete thes
into paragrephs which exprass clearly a thought of reasonable complexity
3) the ability o £ind joy in some typre of veading, Students ehould be
able to rase, ....op, vun when thay read 4) the abllity to axpress theme
gelves glearly o peers, and converasely, the willingness to lagten ¢o o
speech and the desire the see a play 5) fasveased interest in langusge
aend in reading through the dizerininating uss of television in e classroom
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as a motivating force.
The study of formal grammar dses not nececsarily rasult in effective
vriting. Bowevez, writing tends to improve in relationshilp to clear oral

expression and the vasding of good literature.
Genoral gutdelines wera set up that were translated into a wozking

plan by a profesafonal advisory committes the following epring. These
guidelines ware designed for working committecs wis weve called into the
Department the following summer to write preliminary wanuseript, The
professionsl committee was comprised of pavecnnel from colleges end
school systeaseperaons known to hgve en interest in this particular cure
riféulom area.

This professional coumittee worked on the following five major areas
of the syllabus revision, all Kel2 in scopet 1) Readiag 2) Literature

,
i
M
%

5) Language 4) Composition 5) Spesking and listening.

The working committees, wane eiementary, one junioz high school, cne
sentor hish school, prepared ialtial manuscripts based on tha guldelives
and utilized the results of sound research to help structure syllabus,

The £iret portion of the developmental veading section vas edived

SN AT N ot 4 A ot SR L 58 et RS 3

s

and prepaved for general dist¥ibution fn experimental edition, Itwone

‘:‘a“ ; TR N 14~ & o o - -
B T S AR LN S TR MO N B TR iy o it o

tatned locationsl ekills, work study ekills, oral readsng, aund vate of
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vasding.
the veading syllabus was distributed to the schecls of the State along

vith an invitation to chief sehicol officars fuviting districts to come
inte the Officisl tryout. HMany othor districts aund individuals indicated

a degire to svsluste the materials. They wove encouraged to dssso. The
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exporicental schools ware large and smallecity, suburban and rurgleand
were located froom the tip of long Island to the Pennsylvania ard Camadian
bordars.

Ioplemenzgtion

The nead to implesent the programs was then felt in ths Departuent.
A team composed of Dr. Waler Eddiagton, Dr. Robest Johnstons, Dr. Viviemns
Anderson aad Mes. Edna Morpan was charged with this vesponsibitity. 4n
oricntation confarence for scheol systems fnvelved fa try-cuts was hald
{n Albany on Octobar 5, 1964; 350 wers expected, but 300 camed

Ten vegione! conferences were ghen plannad and hald across the State
{n cooperation with local professtonal organizations and echool distrigts.
It is tateresting to note that over 5,000 teachers, supervissrs, emd
college professora attendad thase confarances.

All material Xe12 in aach broad skill arvea is within the covers of
one manuscript ¢0 that all teachers ¢an faniliarice thessslves classly
with the complete skill development process ead place youngsters on the

continum sceordingly.
1t i3 organtzed for eadse of teacher uss: 1) Zable of contents

25 ample blank space for comments 3) evaluation shoats at conclusion of
each level in eschiporticn of the matarial.

The philosophy as 1t appears ¢n the introdustion to the materisis
1 explained ast "It is bsliaved that the best way to teach ruading so
all childran, under the circusstances that exiat at the pressst time, is
that of cystometic, sequential slills davelopment beglaning in kthdurganm
and continutng through 12,%

The purposs ¢f this phitosophy is not directed toward establishing
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separate reading classes (particularly at the gecondary schsols), but
rather it was {ntended to aid ¢n tho organization of tastructica to tha
end that g sequantial and syste=atic progras of ckills davelepment will
rasult within the existing classroom situation,

Ths definits trand in reading instructicn in this country baars out
this cheory. Recent rasearch st Les indicata that the {ntegration-of
thege skills it current school programs is wors effcctive than i tha
practice establishicy eepavate developmental veading c¢lasses at the sace
ondary level. Attention £o reading skills in ths content arezs s also
gaining tha necessary momentim. It is alec believed that the total
progean. should make use of gll veading experiancas, oral and silent,
that lend thesselves to continued growth in major avces where readiog

{8 Vg“xc
At various icvels of devalopment, fostruction must certainly be

sdapted ¢o the maturity of the student, This does not mean that skiile
are different, but vather that the handling of the varfous skills takes
acoouat of the varying maturity levels of the gtudent,

It is recognized that correctiva and resediel programs as well 4s
proviston for the gifted child will be nsedad in addition to this prograa

in sowe cases.
Zosal.3cheol Broguan
Thera {8 a probles involved here, The elewentary school cannot
be expected to teach the more maturs raeding abilities nseded in ascondary
achool: nor can the gecondary school taeacher of Englich ov the Pveading
period teacher” in elomentary school ba expected to develop in students
thoss veading abilities neaded {n the etudy of other discipiines.
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._ The tezchor in the content ares must assume tho vespempibility for teothing
\ the skiils that are necesaary for full comprehansion of the subject matler
of that particular discipline., MNo one clas koows that gubject matter as

E y
“ In cummer of 1964, thres 3wwech workshops wers conducted on the came .
pus of Vassar Collage, Pouglkeepaie, Haw York. Ildterature, composition |
and veading sections varo held with the aid of s staff of 18 consultantal

a 1ibrartan, sn aduinfetrator, and tve college professors. One thousand
Hew York Yeachars took part (ke12)-4n the workshops,

The taplcs covered in the onacwweck reading soction were chesan en r
b tha basis of the problems that arose in the Regfonal Conference and wera!
1} innovations in the £ield of roading 2) ovsrview of the asyllabus 3)
disgnosts for placement oo the ckiils ledder 4) gkills areas: contest
olusp, wocabulary bullding, oritiea? readiug, study skills, 5) materialst
tests, machines, visval otds, films, ete.

Esch aren was givan Ke12 attention with regavd to the syllabus. For
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example, at all levels direct attention was given to teaching ot only
tha skills, but the subsskills as well (emphneis, of course, will shlft 4
at ths segondary levsl), Teachsrs must teach &illo, but mot toach skills ' :

'
AR L v s

for skilis' eake., The joy of rveading for sheer pleasure muat not ba

killad, This doss not “{ust happeneit pmust be bullt into the program.
The Vasgar progran also included: 1) vellsknown axporte in the threo

areaseDurrell, Havrio, and Tacyzer (4/t/a) “esrried the ball® fn veading.
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2) recreational sotivitiesmmvies, Horldts Fatr, Tanglowood, At the
same time, the inftinl re.writiug of the syllabus was beginoning on the
besis of the ewaluation sheats and tryscut school roports. Although
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there vere oo chaozes in basic philocophy, there were soms chamges in
sequanza. Al chitlo have been carcfully traced cheeugh esch leval ond

{¢ 1s hoped that tho voviced mamseript 15 far superfor o the exparimentgl
cditton,

The Hew York Stato Educstlon Department dreams of the dey uhen every
child in this great State will ba able to wesdiefficiently to thoe faus
azkent of his abilities, Thoe Departaent 4s working ae honestly as thoy
tnow how toward the day whon they no loager hear of o0 nuch gsading Foe
tgrdation. There will bo probiems along tho wayethere 8 00 panacsa.

Byt a5 fowmer Coemissioner Keppel sald: "Education must moke good on the

concept that = child is uptegehabis or ynpeschable,® Hew York Stats
Education Demartment is providing the Icadership to that Sohnny

ﬁ goins to read,




