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I.

II.

OVERVIEW:

This unit deals with the hero in western culture as he appears
in litersture. You are familiar with sports heroes and the herces of
televisior and the movias, These are herves we accept without guestione
ing what makes them herces, In this unit you will be asked to question
what makes a hero, what he is like and how he exists in literature,
You will read several brief selections from literatyre of the past that
will help you define the hero in western culture. 7Thén you will read
one or more modern works And compare their heroes to the heroes of the
past. When you éd. ﬁ toh you will be constantly asked (1) what
are the traits of the yﬁ aYe considering? (2) What tests must
the hero undergo to prove his heroism? (3) Does the hero support er
deny the values of his society? These three types of questions will
be asked of you in the series of questions included in this packet
concerning each work of literature you read. We want to recognize in
the study of this unit that there is a difference between the Ancient,
Christian and Modern literary hero and also how these herces differ
from each other. When you have completed the unit, you should have a
better understanding of what has made a hero in other times and in
ours. You may suspect that a hero can be more than a man who-can hit
sixty home runs in a season,

HEROES OF WESTERN LITERATURE:
A. Achilles (Homer): courage.

Then fierce Achilles, shouting to the skises,
Cn Troy's whole force with boundless fury flies.
First falls Iphytion, at his army's head;
Brave was the chief, and brave the host he led;

5 Fierce as he™: spr:.ngs, the sword his head divides: ¥Iphytion
The parted visage™falls on equal sides: #face
With loud-resounding arms he strikes the plain;

While thus Achilles glories o'er the slain:

"Lie there, Otryntides!*the Trojan earth another name
Receives thee dead, though Gygae. “boast thy birth; for Iphytion
10 Those beauteous fields where Hyllua' 'waves are rell'd, .
And plenteous Hermus swells ui}t tides of gold,
Are thine no more." - The insulting herg said,
And left him sleeping in etémal shade. ¥ades, the
15 The rolling wheels of Gresce ‘the boay, tore, Breek underworld

And dash'd their axles with'mo.vulgar’gore. %samuoon, of low

‘social class
Nor less unpit \ymng Alastor bleeds;

In vain his youth, in\-un his beauty pleads;

In vain he begs thee, dth a suppliant's moan, .

20 To spare a form, aa.ag&so like thy¥om! - #Achilles
Unhappy boy! no payer, no moving art,* . - #no emotional.
E'er bent that [ierce, inexorable heart! plea
While yet he: d -at-his knees, and cried,

The .ruthless. i his tender ‘side; *sword

‘.



25 The panting liver pours a flood of gore ‘
That drowns his bosom till he pants'no more. ¥reathes
So the fierce coursers, as the chariot rolls,
Tread down whole ranks, and crush out hsroes' sculs.
Dash'd from their hoofs while o'er the dead they fly,
30 Black, bloody drops the smoking chariot dye:
The spiky wheels through heaps of carnage tore;
And thick the groaning axles dropp'd with gore.
High o'er the scene of death Achilles stond,
A1l grim with dust, all horrible in blood:.
Yet still insatiate,”still with rage on flame; ¥unsatisfied
35 Such is the lust of never~dying fame!

Reading; Questions: Achilles

At first, you mey find some difficulty understanding the sentence
order of Alexander Pope's translation of the Jliad. For insuance
the first two lines in normal order would be, "then fierce Achilles,
shouting to the skies, flies with boundless fury on Troy's whole
force." After you have practiced reading a few lines this should
be no problem,

1. In the first four lines how does Achilles differ from his vietim
Iphytion /I fi te on/ ? Ilook at the adjectives describing each
warrior.

2. What adjectives would you use to describe Achilles' speech over
the dead Iphytion (lines 9-13)?

3. How do Achilles and his second victim Alastor differ?

L. Alastor pleads for his life (lines 17-20). What does Achilles do?

5. How are the Greek chariots (lines 27-32) like "fierce" Achilles?

6. Achilles is unmerciful and proud-~traits we might not like—-but
he towers "high over the scene of death" and the warriors he kills.
What makes him better than his victims? Perhaps a careful read-
ing of lines 33-36 would help you answer the question.

7. Write a paragrarh summarizing the character traits of Achilles.

B. Aeneas (Virgil): courage and control.

Mezentius was giving ground, crippled and sorely encumbered,
With his enemy's spear, struck fast in his shield, dragging
behind him,
When lausus, his scn, leapt forward and intervened in the combat:
Just as Aeneas was rising on tiptoe to slash Mezentius,
5 lausus thrust out his own sword, parried the blow, and held him
In check. His comrades hailed the action with a loud shout,
And while the father drew back under cover of lLausus' shield
They tried to beat off Aeneas with volleys of missiles fired
From a distance. Aeneas, baffled and angry, kept hic guard up.
10 Aeneas, snowed under with missiles
B From every angle, endured the blizzard of war and waited
- For it tc be spent, taunting and threatening lausus the while: -
"Why rush upon death like this? You're too“rash, fighting out
of your class;
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And your loyalty's tempting you to your ruin."
But Lausus continued
His crazy defiance., And now the Trojan commander's rage
Boiled up more deeply, now the Fate-spinners passed through
their fingers I
The last threads of lausus' life; yes, Aeneas drove his
strong sword '
Right through the young man's body, and buried it there to
tie hilto
It penetrated his light shield, frail armour for so aggressive
A lad, and the tunic his mother had woven cf pliant gold,
And soaked it with blood from his breast. Then the Soul left
the body,
Passing sadly away through the air to the land of shadows.
But when Aeneas beheld the dying boy's look, his face -
A face that by now was strangely grey - he felt pity for him,
And a deep sigh escaped him; he stretched out his hand to lausus,
Who had conjured up for his mind's eye a picture of filial
devotion: -
"Poor lad, what now can I give you, to show how I honour your
brave deed,
Or worthy of such a fine character? What can Aeneas do?
These arms you were so proud of, keep them; also, for what
It is worth, I give you back to the ashes and shades of your
fathers.
At least it shall soften the edge of your piteous death for you,
That the great Aeneas caused it."

—from C. Day lewis' translation of
the Aemeid, Book X, 11.794-802, £08-831.

Questions: Aeneas

1.
2.
3.

L.
5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

Lavsus is quite courageous te defend his father against Aeneas.
Do you think he could ever defeat Aeneas?

If lausus knew he could defeat Aeneas, would he be more or less
courageocus than he 1s? Why?

Is Aeneas likely to be hurt by the “missiles from every angle"
thrown by the ememy? What is his reaction to being '"snowed
under with missiles"?

Aeneas wvams Lausus to stop fighting but he continues (1. 15).
Is Lausus courageous or foolish in his "defiance"?

What is Aeneas' reaction to lausus' death? How does his reaction
compare to_Achilles! speech after Iphytion's death (question 2,
"Achilles")?

Although Aeneas kills Iausus, he shows mercy towards him, What
are Aencas' merciful acts?

Achilles is better than his victims and so is Aeneas. How is
Aeneas better than lausus?

Is Aeneas a proud man? Perhaps a close reading of lines 28-33
may help you answer this question.

Write a paragrarh comparing the character of Aeneas with the
-character-of Achilles.




POR——

C. 5ir Gawain and Sir Lancelot(Malory): courage and justice.

Then Sir Gawain said to the damsel, "You shall say to Sir
Lancelot that it was but idle labor to send to my uncle King Arthur.
Say that Sir Gawain sends him word that I promise him, by the
faith I owe to God and to the order of knighthood, that I shall
never leave him until he has slain me or I have slain him." So
the damsel wept and departed and there were many weeping eyes.
And so she came to Sir lancelot where he was with 211 his knights.
And when Sir lancelot had heard this damsel then tears ran down
his cheeks and then his noble knights that stood about him said,
"Sir Lancelot why are you sad? Think what you are, and what men
we are and let us match them on the battle field."

"That may easily be done," said Sir lancelot, "but I was never
50 unwilling to do battle and therefors ,noble sirs, if you love nme,
do as I say, for I will always flee that noble king King Arthur
that made me knight." After they listened to him, they went to bed
and early the next day as the knights looked out, they sew that
their city was teseiged and how fast Sir Gawain's men set up ladders.
But the knights beat them from the walls. And then Sir Gawain came
forth well armed and upon a strong steed s and he came before the
chief gate with his spear in his hand, crying to the walls, "Sir
Lancelot where are you! Is there not one of you proud knights that
dare fight with me?" Then Sir Bors put on his armor and ¢ame forth
out of the town. And there Sir Gawain fought with Sir Bors and
struck him from his horse and almost slew him, But immediately Sir
Bors was rescued and carried back into the town. Then Sir Lionel
came forth to revenge his brother's defeat. Both raised their
Spears and ran together and fought with fury. But Sir Gawain was
so fierce a fighter that he smote Sir Lionel down and wounded him

severely. But immediately Sir Lionel was rescued and carried back
into the town.

And thus Sir Gawain came every day and smote down one knight or
other. So thus they endured well half a year and there was much
slaughter on both sides. Then cne day Sir Gawain came before the
gates all armed and upron a great steed and with a great spear in
his hand; and then he cried with a loud voice s "Where are you,
false traitor Sir Iancelot? Why do you hide yourself within the
holes and walls like a coward? Iook out now, false traitor, and
I shall revenge the death of my three brethren.*

"So God help me," said Sir Iancelot, "I am disturbed by Sir
Gawain's words, for he charges me with a great crime and I must
defend myself or else be a dishonorable knight." Then Sir Iancelot
commanded to saddle his strongest horse and to fetch his armor
and bring all to the gate of the town. And then Sir lancelot spoke
to King Arthur and saiq, "My lord and moble king who made me knight,
I am quite burdened for your sake thatyou persecute me and I must
defend myself against Sir Gawain for I“van.endure his insults no
e longer. It is greatly against my wd ever I should fight
against any of your own.blood, but_noseJ am driven as a beast at bay. "
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Then Sir Gawain said to Sir lancezlot, "Do you dare do battle? Leave
r babbling and let us fight." Then Sir lancelot quickly began
o arm and mounted on his horse. Both knights had great spears
i1 their hands and then the noble knights came out of the city in
great numbers. And so the covenant was made between Sir lancelot
&nd Sir Gawain: that no man should come near them, nor interfere
Wwith them till one or the other is dead or has yielded.

. Then Sir Gawain and Sir lancelot drew apart and came together
tith all their horses' might, as fast as the horses could run, and
oth smote each other in the middle of their shields. But the
knights were so strong and their spears so big that their horses
could not endure the blows and so the horses fell to the earth.
Then they stood together and gave many strong blows upon each
others bodies until the blood burst out from many places.

Then Sir Gawain's strength was tripled, a skill which a holy
man had given him so that every day in the year from nine o'clock
to high nocn he might have three times his own strength; and this
caused Sir GCawain to win great honor. Thus Sir lancelot fought
with Sir Gawain and when Sir lancelot felt Sir Gawain's might in-
4/ grease, he wondered at his great strength and thought him a fiend
J/  and not an earthly man. Then Sir Lancelot weaved back and forth
/ vering himself with his shield so he might keep his breath during
' he three hours. And Sir Gawain gave him many heavy strokes with
\ § sword and all the knights that watched marveled how Sir Lancelot
\ tould endure him but did not understand why Sir Gawain's was so
Btrorig. And then when it was past noon, Sir Gawain had no more
han his own might. When Sir Lancelot felt him lose his strength,
\ibesan. to "stretch himself up and stood next to Sir Gawain and
§ id; “I feel thst you are dcne; now my lord, Sir Gawain, I must
Q my duty for many a great blow I have endured from you this day
with ‘great rain.® Then Sir lancelot began to double his strokes
and struck Sir Gawain with a mightyblow upon his helmet; Sir Gawain
fell down upon the earth and Sir Lancelot withdrew from him. ‘'Why
do you draw back?" said Sir Gawain, "Turn again and slay me, traitor
knight, for if you leave me I shall rise to do battle with you again."

"Sir, I shall endure you by the grace of God,! said Sir lancelot,
"but say what you will, I will never kill a fallen knight." And
so 5ir lancelot went into the city and Sir Gawain was carried into
one of King Arthurt's tents and immediately leaches were Lrought to.
him and his wound was salved with soft ointments.

"Alas," said the king, "that ever this unhsppy war began!"
Then King Arthur fell sick from sorrow for Sir Gawain and becauss
of the war between him and Sir laneelot.

~-adapted from La Mort D'Arthure by
Sir Thomas Malory

The Chivalric Ideal

What is required of a good knight? That he should be noble.
What means noble and nobility? That the heart should be governed
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6 .

by the virtues. By what virtues? By the four that I have alrea.dy
pamed @ourage s dusticc, Temperance, Prudencg] . These four vipr-
tues are sisters and so bound up one with the other, that he who
has one, has all, and he who lacks one, lacks the others also. So
the virtuous knight should be wary and prudent, just in the doing
of justice, continent and temperate, enduring and courageous; and
withal he mist have great faith in Ged, hope at His glory, that he
tmay attain the guerdon of the good that he has done, and finally
he must have charity and the love of his neighbour.

Of what profit is a good knight? I tell you that through good
knights is the king and the kingdom honcured, protected, feared,
and defended. I tell you that the king, when he sends forth a good
knight with an army and entrusts him with a great emprise, on sea
or on land, has in him a pledge of victory. I tell you that witheut
good knights, the king is like a man who has neither feet nor hands.

--Diaz de Gamez, The Unconquered Knight,
trans. J. Evans (London: Routledge,
1926). quoted in The Portable Medieva
Reader (New York: “Viking Press, 1949},
ppo 91"’20

Questions: Sir Lancelot and Sir Gawain

1. Why won't Sir lancelot fight King Arthur? (Second paragraph)

2, What are Sir Gawain's motives for wanting to fight Sir lancelot?
What are Sir lancelot's motives?

3. How do the characters of Sir Gawain and Sir Iancelot differ?
How are they alike? You might compare the speeches in paragraph
four.

L. How does Sir Gawain "win great honor"?

5. ggo is really the better fighter, Sir Gawain or Sir lLancelot?

y?

6. We might call Achilles "invincible" and Aeneas "great." What
might we call Sir lancelot?

7. Why doesn't Sir Lancelot kill Sir Gawain?

8. Achilles and Aeneas depend on their own strength to triumph over
their enemies, What does the "endurance" of Sir lancelot depend
upron?

9. 2:‘.1- 'I?.ancelot is certainly courageous; is he just? How do you

oW

10. ‘ihe victims of Achilles , Aeneas and Sir lancelot are all worthy
men but each hero is better than his enemy. What makes Sir
lancelot greater than Sir Gawain?

1ll. Why does King Arthur's despair? How does his despair relate
5c'c) the last paragrarh of "The Chivalric Ideal"?

12. The ideal knight should be courageous, just and exhibit self-
¢ontrol as well as love God and his fellew man, Which knight,
Sir lancelof, or-Sir Gawain, best_represents this_ideal?




D.

The Cutcastg of Poker Flat by Bret Harte

| As Mr. John Oakhurst, gambler, stepped into the main street
of Fokér Flat on the morning of the 23rd of November, 1850, he

was coascious of a change in its moral atmosphere since the
preceding night. Two or three men, conversing earnestly together,
ceased as he approached, and exchanged significant glances. There
was a Sabbath lull in the air, which, in a settlement unused to
Sabbath influences, looked ominous.

. Mr. Oakhurst's calm, handsome face betrayed small concern in
these indications. Whether he was conscious of any predisposing
cause was another question, "I reckon they're after somebody,"
he reflected; "likely it's me." He returned to his pocket the
handkerchief with which he had been whipping away the red dust of
Poker Flat from his neat boots, and quietly discharged his mind
of any further conjecture,

In point of fact, Poker Flat was “"after somebody." It had
lately suffered the loss of several thousand dollars, two valuable
horses, and a prominent citizen. It was experiencing a spasm of
virtuous reaction, quite as lawless dnd ungovernable as any of the
acts that had provoked it. A secret committee had determined to
rid the town of all improper persons. This was done permanently in
regard of two men who were then hanging from the boughs of a sycamore
in the gulch, and temporarily in the banishment of certain other
objectionable characters. I regret to say that some of these were
ladies. It is but due to the sex, however, to state that their
impropriety was professional, and it was only in such easily
established standards of evil that Poker Flat ventured to sit in
judgment .

Mr. Oakhurst was right in supposing that he was included in

this category. A few of the committee had urged hanging him as a
possible example and a sure method of reimbursing themselves from
his pockets of the sums he had won from them. "It's agin justice,"
said Jim Wheeler, "to iet this yer young man from Roaring Campe-an
entire stranger--carry away our moriey." But a crude sentiment of
equity residing in the breasts of those who had been fortunate enough
to win from Mr, Qakhurst overruled this narrower local prejudice.

Mr. Oakhurst received his sentence with philoscphic calmess,
none the less coolly that he was aware of the hesitation of his
Judges. He was too much of a gambler not to accept fate. With
him life was at best an uncertain game, and he recognized the usual
percentage in favor of the dealer.

A body of armed men accompanied the deported wickedness of
Poker Flat to the outskirts of the settlement, Besides Mr. Oakhurst R
who was known to be a coolly desperate man, and for whose intimidation
the armed escort was intended, the expatriated party consisted of
a young woman familiarly known as "The Duchess"; ‘aQother who had won
the title of "Mother Shipton"; and "Unecle Billy," a“suspescted-sinice-
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robber and confirmed drunkard. The cavalcade provoked no comments
from the spectators, nor was any word uttered by the escort. Only
when the gulch which marked the uttermost limit of Poker Flat was
reached, the leader spoke briefly and to the point. The exiles
were forbidden to return at the peril of their lives. '

As the escort disappeared, their pent-up feelings found vent
in a few hysterical tears from the Duchess, some bad language from
Mother Shipton, and a Parthian volley of expletives from Uncle
Billy. The philosophic Oakhurst alone remained silent. He listened
calmly to Mother Shipton's desire to cut somebody's heart out, to
the repeated statements of the Duchess that she would die in the
road, and to the alarming oaths that seemed to be bumped out of
Uncle Billy as he rode forward. With the easy good humor characteris-
tic of his class, he insisted upon exchanging his own riding-horse,
"Five-Spot," for the sorry mule which the Duchess rode. But even
this act did not draw the party into any closer sympathy. The
young woman readjusted her somewhat draggled plumes with a feeble,
faded coquetry; Mother Shipton eyed the possessor of "Five-Spot"
with malevolence, and Uncle Billy included the whole party in one
sweeping anathema,

The road to Sandy Bar--a camp that, not having as yet experienced
the regenerating influences of Poker Flat, consequently seemed to
offer some invitation to the emigrants~--lay over a steep mountay
range. It was distant a day's severe travel. In that advanc
season the party soon passed out of the moist, temperate regions
of the foothills into the dry, cold, bracing air of the Sierras.

The trail was narrow and difficult. At noon the Duchess, rolling
out of her saddle upon the ground, declared her intention of going
no farther, and the party halted.

The spot was singularly wild and impressive. A wooded amphi-
theatre, surrounded on three sides by precipitous cliffs of naked
granite, sloped gently toward the crest of another precipice that
overlooked the valley. It was, undoubtedly, the most suitable spot
for a camp, had camping been advisable. But Mr. Oakhurst knew that
scarcely half the journey to Sandy Bar was accomplished, and the
party were not equipped or provisioned for delay. This fact he
pointed out to his companions curtly, with a philosophic commentary
on the folly of "throwing up their hand before the game was played
out." Uut they were furnished with liquor, which in this emergency
stood them in place of food, fuel, rest, and prescience. In spite
of his remonstrances, it was not long before they were more or le:s
under its influence. Uncle Billy passed rapidly from a bellicose
state into one of stupor, the Duchess became maudlin, and Mother
Shipton snored. Mr. Oakhurst alone remained erect leaning against
a rock calmly surveying them.

Mr. Oakhurst did not drink. It interfered with a profession
which required coolness, impassiveness and presence of mind and in
- his own language he "couldn't affort it." As he gazed at his
recumbent fellow exiles, the loneliness begotten of his-pariah
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trade, his habits of life, his very vices, for the first time
seriously oppressed him. He bestirred himself in dusting his black
clothes, washing his hands and face, and others acts characteristic
of his studiously neat habits and for a moment forgot his annoyance.
The thought of deserting his weaker and more pitiable companions
never perhaps occurred to him. Yet he could not help feeling the
want of that excitement which, singularly enough, was most conducive
to that calm equanimity for which he was notorious. He looked at
the gloomy walls that rose a thousand feet sheer above the circling
pines around him, at the sky ominously clouded, at the valley below,
already deepening into shadow; and, doing so, suddenly he heard

his own name called.

A horseman slowly ascended the trail. In the fresh, open face
of the newcomer Mr. Oakhurst, recognized Tom Simson, otherwise known
as "The Imocent," of Sandy Bar., He had met him some months before
over a "little game," and had, with perfect equanimity, won the
entire fortune--amounting to some forty dollars--of that guileless
youth., After the game was finished, Mr. Oakhurst drew the youthful
speculator behind the door and thus addressed him: "Tommy, you're
a good little man, but you can't gamble worth a cent, Don't try
it over again." He then handed him his money back, pushed him
gently from the room, and sc made a devoted slave of Tom Simson.

There was a remembrance of this in his boyish and enthusiastic
greeting of Mr. Oakhurst. He had started, he said, to go to Poker
Flat to seek his fortune. "Alcne?" No, not exactly alone; in fact
(a giggle), he had run away with Piney Woods. Didn't Mr. Oakhurst
remember Piney? She that used to wait on the table at the Temperance
House? They had been engaged a long time, but old Jake Woods had
objected, and so they had run away, and were going to Poker Flat to
be married, and here they were. And they were tired out, and how
lucky it was they had found a place to camp, and company. All this
the Innocent delivered rapidly, while Piney, a stout, comely damsel
of fifteen emerged from behind the pine-tree, where she had been
blushing unseen, and rode to the side of her lover.

Mr. Oakhurst seldom troubled himself with sentiment, still less
with propriety; but he had a vague idea that the situation was not
fortunate. He retained, however, his presence of mind sufficiently
to kick Uncle Billy, who was about to say something, and Uncle Billy
was sober enough to recognize in Mr. Oakhurst's kick a superior power
that would not bear trifling. He then endeavored to dissuade Tom
Simson from delaying further, but in vain., He even pointed out the
fact that there was no provision, nor means of making a camp. But,
unluckily, the Innocent met his objection by assuring the party that
he was provided with an extra mule loaded with provisions, and by
the discovery of a rude attempt at a log house near the trail. "Piney
can stay with Mrs. Oakhurst," said the Innocent, pointing to the
Duchess, "and I can shift for myself."

Nothing but Mr. Oakhurst's admonishing foot saved Uncle Billy
from bt.u"sting into a roar of laughter. As it was, he felt compelled
to retire up the canyon until he could recover his gravity. There .
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he confided the joke to the tall pine-trees, with many slaps of
his leg, contortions of his face, and the usual profanity. But
when he returned to the party, he found them seated by a fire--for
the air had grown strangely chill and the sky overcast--in apparently
amicable conversation. Piney was actually talking in an impulsive
girlish fashion to the Duchess, who was listening with an interest
and animation she had not shown for many days. The Innocent

was holding forth, apparently with equal effect, to Mr. Oakhurst
and Mother Shipton, who was actually relaxing into amiability.

"Is this yer a d--d picnic?" said Uncle Billy, with inward acorn,
as he surveyed the sylvan group, the glancing firelight, and the
tethered animals in the foreground. Suddenly an idea mingled with
the alcoholic fumes that distrubed his brain. It was apparently of
a Jocular nature, for he felt impelleu to slap his leg again and
cram his fist into his mouth.

As the shadows crept slowly up the mountain, a slight breeze
rocked the tops of the pine-trees and moaned through their long
and gloomy aisles, The runied cabin, patched and covered with pine
boughs, was set apart for the ladies. As the lovers parted, they

. wnaffectedly exchanged a kiss, so honest and sincere that it might
have been heard above the swaying pines. The frail Duchess and
the malevolent Mother Shipton were probably too stunned to remark
upon this last evidence of simplicity, and so turned without a
word to the hut. The fire was replenished, the men lay down before
the door, and in a few minutes were asleep.

Mr. Oakhurst was a light sleeper. Toward morning he awoke
benumbed and cold. As he stirred the dying fire, the wind, which

was now blowing strongly, brought to his cheek that which caused
the blood to leave it ,--snow!

He started to his feet with the intention of awakening the
sleepers, for there was no time to lose. But turning to where
Uncle Billy had been lying he found him gone. A suspicion leaped
to his brain, and a curse to his lips. He ran to the spot where
the mules had been tethered--they were no longer there. The tracks
were already rapidly disappearing in the snow.

The momentary excitement brought Mr. Cakhurst back to the fire
with his usual calm. He did not waken the sleepers., The Innocent
slumbered peacefully, with a smile on his good-humored, freckled
face; the virgin Piney slept beside her frailer sisters as sweetly
as though attended by celestial guardians; and Mr. Oakhurst, draw-
ing his blanket over his shoulders, stroked his mustaches and waited
for the dawn. It came slowly in a whirling mist of snowflakes that
dazzled and confused the eye. What could be seen of the landscape
appeared magically changed. He looked over the valley, and summed
up the present and future in two words, "Snowed in!"

A careful inventory of the provisions, which, fortunately for
the party, had been stored within the hut, and so escaped the felon-
ious fingers of Uncle Billy, disclosed the fact that with care and

©
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prudence they might last ten days longer. "That is," said Mr.
Oakhurst sotto voce to the Innocent, "if you're willing to board
us. If you ain't--and perhaps ycu'd better not-=-you can wait till
Uncle Billy gets back with provisions." Fer some occult reason,
¥r. Oakhurst could not bring himself to» disclose Uncle Billy's
rascality, and so offered the hyprothesis that he had wandered from
the camp and had accidentally stampeded the animals, He dropped

a warning to the Duchess and Mother Shipton, who of course knew
the facts of their associate's defection. '"They!'ll find out the
truth about us all when they find out anything," he added signifi-
cantly, "and there's no good frightening them now."

Tom Simson not only put all his worldly store at the disposal
of Mr. Oaklurst, bul seemed to enjoy the prospect of their enforced
seclusion. 'We'!ll have a good camp for a week, and then the snow'll
melt, and we'll all go back together." The cheerful gayety of the
young man and Mr. Cakhurst's calm infected the others. The Innocent,
with the aid of pine boughs, extemporized a thatch for the roof-
less cabin, and the Duchess directed Piney in the rearrangement of
the interior with a taste and tact that opened the blue eyes of
that provincial maiden to their fullest extent. "I reckon now
you're used to fine things at Poker Flat," said Piney. The Duchess
turned away sharply to conceal something that readened her cheeks
through their professional tint, and Mother Shipton = requested
Piney not to "chatter." But when Mr., Oakhurst returned from a
weary search for the trail, he heard the sound of happy laugher
echoed from the rocks. He stopped in some alarm, and his thoughts
first naturally reverted to the whiskey, which he had prudently
cached. "And yet it don't somehow sound like whiskey," said the
gambler. It was not until he caught sight of the blazing fire
through the still blinding storm, and the group around it, that
he settled to the conviction that it was “"square fun."

Whether Mr, Oakhurst had cached his cards with the whiskey as
something debarred the free access of the commmnity, I cannot say.
It was certain that, in Mother Shipten's words, he "didn't say
'cards' once" during that evening. Haply ths time was beguiled by
an accordion, produced somewhat ostentatiously by Tom Simson from
his pack. Notwithstanding some difficulties attending the manip-
ulatior of this instrument, Piney Woods managed to pluck several
reluctant melodies from its keys, to an accompaniment by the
Innocent on a pair of bone castanets. But the crowning festivity
of the evening was reached in a rude camp-meeting hymn, which the
lovers, joining hands, sang with great earnestness and vociferation.
I fear that a certain defiant tone and Covenanter's swing to its
chorus, rather than any devotional quality, caused it speedily to
infect the others, who as last joined in the refrain:

"I'm proud to live in the service of the Lord,
And I'm proud to die in His army."

The pines rocked, the storm eddied and whirled above the miserable

group, and the flames of their altar leaped heavenward, as if in
token of the vow.,
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At midnight the storm abated, the rolling clouds parted, and the

stars glittered keenly above the sleeping camp. Mr. Oakhurst, whose
professional habits had enabled him to live on the smallest possible
amount of sleep, in dividing the watch with Tom Simson somehow
managed to take upon himself the greater part of the duty. He excused
himself to the Innocent by saying that he had "often been a week
without sleep." "Doing what?" asked Tom. "Poker!" replied Oak-
hurst sententiously. "When a man gets a streak of luck~--nigger-
luck--he don't tired. The luck gives in first. , Luck," continued
the gambler reflsctively, "is a mighty queer thing. A1l you know
about it for certain is that it's bound to change. And it's find-
ing out when it's going to change that makes you. We've had a

streak of bad luck since we left Foker Flat--you come along, and

8lap you get into it, too. If you can hold your cards right along
Jou're all right., For," added the gambler, with cheerful irrelevance--

"I'm proud to live in the service of the Lord,
And I'm bound to die in His army."

The third day came, and the sun, looking thrcugh the white-
curtained valley, saw the outcasts divide their slowly decreasing
store of provisions for the morning meal., It was one of the
peculiarities of that mountain climate that its rays diffused a
kindly warmth over the wintry landscape, as if in regretful commiser-
ation of the past, But it revealed drift on drift of snow piled high
around the hut--a hopeless, uncharted s trackless sea of white lying
below the rocky shores to which the castaways still clung. Through
the marvelously clear air the smoke of the pastoral village of Poker
Flat rose miles away, Mother Shipton saw it, and from a remote
Pinnacle of her rocky fastness hurled in that direction a final
malediction. It was her last vituperative attempt, and perhaps for
that reason was invested with a certain degree of sublimity. It
did her good, she privately informed the Duchess. "Just you go out
there and cuss, and see," She then set herself to the task of
amusing "the child," as she and the Duchess were pleased to call
Piney. Piney was no chicken, but it was a soothing and original

theory of the pair thus to account for the fact that she didn't swear
and wasn't improper,

When night crept up again through the gorges, the reedy notes
of the accordion rose and fell in fitful spasms and long-drawn gasps.
by the flickering campfire., But music failed to fill entirely the
aching void left by insufficient food, -and a new diversion was pro-
. posed by Piney--story-telling, Neither Mr. Oakhurst nor his female
companions caring to relate their personal experiences, this plan
would have failed too, but for the Innocent. Some months before he
had chanced upon a stray copy of Mr. Pope's ingenious translatien
of the Iliad. He now proposed to narrate the principal incidents
of that poem--having thoroughly mastered the argument and fairly
forgotten the words—in the current vernacular of Sandy Bar. .- And
so for the rest of that night the Homeric demigods again walked the
earth. Trojan bully and wily Greek wrestled in the winds s and the
great pines in the canyon seemed to bow to the wrath of the son of
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Peleus. Mr. Oakhurst listened with quiet satisfaction. Most
especially was he interested in the fate of "Ash-heels," as the
Innocent persisted in denominating the "swift-footed Achilles,"

So, with small food and much of Homer and the accordion, a
week passed over the heads of the outcasts. The sun again forsook
them, and again from leaden skies the snowflakes were sifted over
the land. Day by day closer around them drew the snowy circle,
until at last they looked from the_r prison over drifted walls
of dazzling white, that towered twenty feet above their heads. It
became more and more difficult to replenish their fires, even
from the fallen trees heside them, now half hidden in the drifts.
And yet no one complained. The lovers turned from the dreary
prospect and looked into each other's eyes, and were happy. Mr.
Oakhurst settled himself coolly to the losing game before him.
The Duchess, more cheerful than she had been, assumed the care of
Piney, Only Mother Shipton--once the strongest of the party--seemed
to sicken and fade., At midnight on the tenth day she called Oak-
hurst to her side. "I'm going," she said, in a voice of querulous
weakness, '"but don't say anything about it. Don't waken the kids.
Take the bundle from undey my head, and open it." Mr. Oakhurst
did so. It conteined Mother Shipton's rations for the last week,
tntouched. "Give 'em to the child," she said, pointing to the
sleeping Piney, 'You've stayved yourself," said the gambler.
"That's what they call it," said the woman querulously, as she

lay down again, and, turning her face to the wall, passed quietly
away.

The accordion and the bones were put aside that day, and Homer
was forgotten. When the body of Mother Shipton had been committed
to the snow, Mr. Oakhurst took the Innocent aside, and showed him a
pair of snow shoes, which he had fashioned from the old pack-saddle.
"There's one chance in a hundred to save her yet," he said, pointing
to Piney; "but it's there »" he added, pointing toward Poker Flat.

If you can reach there in two days she's safe.” And you?" asked
Tom Simson. "I']1 stay here," was the curt reply.

The lovers parted with a long embrace. "You are not going,
too?" said the Duchess » @s she saw Mr. Oakhurst apparently waiting
to accompany him. "As fap as the canyon," he replied. He turned
suddenly and kissed the Duchess » leaving her pallid face aflame,
and her trembling limbs rigid with amazement.

Night came, but not Mr. Oakhurst. It brought the storm again
and the whirling snow. Then the Duchess, feeding the fire, found
that someone had quietly piled beside the hut enough fuel to last

a few days longer. The tears rose to her eyes, but she hid them
from Piney,

The women slept but little. In the morning looking into each
other's faces, they read their fate. Neither spoke, but Piney,
accepting the position of the stronger, drew near and placed her
arm around the Duchess!' waist, They kept this attitude for the
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rest of the day. That night the storm reached its greatest fury,
and, rending asunder the protecting vines, invaded the very hut.

Toward morning they found themselves unable to feed the fire,
which gradually died away. As the embers slowly blackened, the
Duchess crept closer to Finey, and broke the silence for many
hours: "Piney, can you pray?" "No, dear," sdld Piney simply.

The Duchess, without knowing exactly why, felt relieved, and,
putting her head upon Piney's shoulder, spoke no more. And 50
reclining, the younger and purer pillowing the head of her sciled
sister upon her virgin breast, they fell asleep.

The wind lulled as if it feared to waken them. Feathery drifts
of snow, shaken from the long pine boughs, flew like white winged
birds, and settled about them as they slept. The moon through the
rifted clouds looked down upon what had been the camp. But all
human stain, all trace of earthly travail, was hidden beneath the
spotless mantle mercifully flung from above.

They slept all that day and the next, nor did they waken when
voices and footsteps broke the silence of the camp. And when pity-
ing fingers brushed the snow from their wan faces, you could hardly
have told from the equal peace that dwelt upon them which was she

that had sirmed. Even the law of Poker Flat recognized this, and
turned away, leaving them still locked in each other's arms.

But at the head of the gulch, on one of the largest pine-trees,
they found the deuce of clubs pinned to the bark with a bowie-
knife. It bore the following, written in pencil in a firm hand:

+
BENEATH THIS TREE
LIES THE BODY
OF
JOHN OAKHURST,

WHO STRUCK A STREAK OF BAD LUCK
(N THE 23D OF NOVEMBER 1850,
AND
HANDED IN His CHECKS
ON THE 7TH DECEMBER, 1850.

+

And pilseless and cold, with a Derringer by his side and a-bullet
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in his heart, though still calm as in life, beneath the snow lay
he who at once was the strongest and yet the weakest of the out-
casts of Poker Flat.

Questions: "Cutcasts of Poker Flat!

1. Mr. Oakhurst is described as "calm" in the second paragraph.
What details of his dress and manner show this calimess?

2. Some of the citizens of Foker Flat want to hang Mr. Oakhurst,
some do not. What determines each groups opinion?

3, Does the town have a really just reason for banishing The
Duchess, Mother Shipton, Uncle Billy and Mr. Cakhurst? Perhaps
you will want to consider each character separately.

L. Just as the exiles are about to leave Poker Flat, each reacts
differently to his banishment. Show these differences.

5. Are the four exiles "bosom pals" when they leave Poker Flat?
Notice how this relationship changes later in the story.

6. The town thinks of Mr. Oakhurst as "coolly desperate." Is he?
May we trust the town's judgment of Mr. Oakhurst? )

7. Why doesn't Mr. Oakhurst drink? How does this relate to his
"philosophic calmness"?

8. When Tom Simpson (The Innocent) and Piney arrived on their way
to Poker Flat, what is Mr. Oakhurst's reaction? Uncle Billy's?

9. Tom Simpson is not only innocent in cards, but is in just about
everything else. What acts of Tom tell us this?

10. What type of relationship exists between Tom Simpson and Mr.
Cakhurst?

11. After the arrival of Tom and Piney all but Uncle Billy gather
around the fire and Uncle Billy becomes an outeast from this
group, just as all of them are "Cutcasts of Poker Flat." How
does this group - Mr. Oakhurst, The Duchess, Mother Shipton,
Tom and Piney - differ from the town vigilantly committee?

12. Does Uncle Billy deserve to be an outcast from the group around
the fire? Why?

13. The whole group sings the refrain from a hym and Mr. Oakhurst
later repeats this refrain but changes one word. What does this
substituted word tell us of Mr. Oakhurt's attitude towards his
present situation?

14. You have met Achilles before as the hero of the Iliad. Here
Tom retells the Iliad to amuse the group. What interested Mr.
Oakhurst about Achilles? Is Mr. Oakhurst anything like the
Achilles you have read about?

15. Throughout the Ilisd, the Greek gods remind Achilles that he is
going to die and Achilles accepts his fate. There are no Greek
gods in this story, but Mr. Oakhurst knows he is "bound" to
die. Who or what tells him so.?

16. What is Mother Shipton's noble act? Ws see her as a noble
voman but she is "sinful" to the townspeople. What does this
fact tell you about the judgment of the townspeople?

17. All of the major characters have nicinames (The Duchess, The

Innocent, etc.) but Mr, Oakhurst. Why might..Bret- Harte call him.
Mr. Oakhurst rather than "The Cutcast"?




16

18. After Mr. Oakhurst commits suicide, Bret Harte calls him the
nstrongest" of the outcasts - this is easy to see; but he also
calls him the "weakest" of the out.casts. Why might he be the
weakest? Is he weaker than Uncle Billy? You might compare

the fated Achilles with the fated Mr. Oakhurst to help answer
the question.

III. STUDY QUESTIONS:

A. The Red Badge of Courage: Study Questions

1. In the first several pages, what is all the confusion about?

2. What does the youth, Henry Fleming, think about battles of the
rast? (Chapter 1: pp. 29-30) When Henry says that battles
"might not be distinctly Homeric" what does he mean? (p. 30)

3. Why is Henry disappointed at his mother's reaction to His
enlistment and leave-taking? (Chapter 1: p. 31)

L. Why is Hinry disappointed with his early army training? (Chapter
1: p. 34

5. What is Henry's reaction to the first "rebel" he meets? (Chapter
1: pp. 34-35)

6. Why do Jim Cox;kling's jdeas of courage assure Henry? {Chapter
l: pp. 38-39

7. VWhy is Henry mad at his commanders? (Chapter 2: pp. 40-41)

8, What is the difference between the attitude of the loud soldier,
Wilson, and Henry to the coming battle? (Chapter 2: pp. 1,6-48)
In what way does Henry feel he is alone?

9. When Henry comes upon the first dead soldier, "he vaguely
desired to walk around and around the body and stare; the
impulse of the living to try to read in dead eyes the answer
to the Question." What is this "Question" that Henry wants
answered? (Chapter 3: p. 52)

10. When Henry gets into his first battle how does the surrounding
landscape look to him? (Chapter 3: pp. 53-54) What is his
first reaction to the feeling of battle?

11. Henry claims he wants to die to get away from the battle and
nit was useless to expect appreciation of his profound and fine
senses from such men as the lieutenant. He must look to the
grave for comprehension." (Chapter 3: p. 57) Is Henry really
better than the lieutenant he criticizes? Why else might Henry
want to die?

12. Why is the loud soldier's behavior just before the battle so
uncharacteristic of him? (Chapter 3. pp. 57-58)

13. Why doesn't Henry yun when the men of the unit in front of him
flee through the ranks? (Chapter 4: p. 63)

14. Henry says he is like a machine, like a part of a larger body
(Chapter 5: p. 65). Is Henry aware of what he is doing in his

. f£irst battle?

15. Is thebb?;tle scene heroic to Henry and the-narrator?- (Chapter ..
5: p. 67

16. What is Henry's reaction to himself after the first battle?
(Chapter 6: pp. T1-72)
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When the rebels charge a second time, how does Henry visualize
them? (Chapter 6: p. 73)

What makes Henry run from battle? (Chapter 6: p. 74) Are

his motives in any way like his motives when he stands and
fights?

After his flight Henry thought, "he had proceeded according to
very correct and commendable rules." Did he? What were his
npules of conduct"? (Chapter 7: pp. 78-79)

How does Henry's attitude after his flight (Chapter 7: p. 79)
dif£e§ from his attitude after he stood and fought? (Chapter 6:
p. 71

What does Henry think of Nature after his flight? (Chapter 7:
p. 80) Are his thoughts destroyed or supported when he finds
the dead man in the middle of the natural "chapel" of trees?

How are the straggling, wounded men that Henry meets different
from his own unit before the battle (besides the obvious fact
that they are wounded)? (Chapter &: pp. 85-87)

What or who does Jim Conklin have to meet when he runs away
from Henry? (Chapter 9: pp. 92-95)

Why does Henry hatc the tattered man? (Chapter 10: pp. 98-100)
Henry thinks about his shame and then "returned to the creed
of soé?iers." VWhat is the creed of soldiers? (Chapter 1l:

p. 10

What does Henry fear most when he returns to his regiment?

Does Henry need any qualities of a soldier to get his wound,
his "red badge of courage"? (Chapter 12)

When Henry comes back to camp what allows him to be accepted
rather than rejected as a coward? (Chapter 13)

Is the "loud young soldier," Wilson, lcud anymore? Why or why
not? (Chapters 13-14)

Tn what ways is Henry now like Wilson before the "loud soldier"
went into battle? (Chapter 14)

Henry feels "immensely superior! to Wilson because of the
entrusted letter. At this point who is the superior msn, Henry
or Viilson? (Chapter 15: p. 127)

Henry claims he fled with "discretion and dignity." Did he?
Perhaps you should reread the flight scenes. Do you think
Henry really understands himself?

Why does Henry fight so savagely in the first encounter of the
second day? (Chapter 17: pp. 139-140)

Henry feels he is now "what he cailed a hero.” What does
Henry call a hero? (Chapter 17) Is this concept of a hero
more like Achilles, Aeneas, or Sir lancelot? )

When Henry overhears the general's conversation about the
re§iment, what does he learn besides the battle plan? (Chapter
18 ‘ |

When Henry charges the second time he feels he comprehends and
sees evenyghing but one fact. What is that one fact? (Chapter
19: p. 149 ,“

During the charge how does Henry feel about the flag of his
regiment? (Chapter 19: p. 153) |
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Why doesn't Henry want his regiment to retreat? (Chapter 20:
pp. 155-156)

Crane says that the regiment had matured and "they were men."
In wha§ sense are the members of the regiment men? (Chapter 20:
p. 160

Compare Henry's view of the charge with that of the general,
(Chapter 21: pp. 163-164) How do they differ?

How is the second charge like the first? (Chapter 23: p. 173)
Who captures the rebels' flag?

What does Henry think of his battle exploits after the battle?
(Chapter 24)

The Red Badge of Courage: Discussion Questions

1.

Reread the selection from the Iliad in this packet, then compare
Achilles' glory after his victory to that of Henry's "glory"

in Chapter 24. How are Henry's attitudes like Achilles'? How
do they differ?

Achilles, Aeneas and Sir lancelot all have ideals that they
sacrifice themselves for. Does Henry Fleming have a higher
ideal than his own personal safety? If so, what is it?

Compare the persunalities of the loud soldier (Wilson) and
Henry. How do both change during the book? What causes the
change? (See question 30 above.)

Why does Henry admire Jim Conklin? What purpose does Jim

serve in the book?

Henry lies to himself quite often (see questions 32-33 above),
and this is one mark of his immaturity. If he so often lies,
can we believe Henry in Chapter 24 when he thinks he has become
a man? What series of experiences might help us believe he
really is a man?

Below is a selection describing a civil war battle from Horace
Greeley's The American Conflict published two years after the
Civil Viar, What information does Greeley give you that
Stephen Crane would never present? Does Greeley present the
battle from the viewpoint of the individual soldier or the
generals? Which account, Crane's or Greeley's, better captures
the "feeling" of war? Why?

Lee's army, fully 80,000 strong, was stretched along
and behind the southern bluffs of the Rappahannock from a
point a mile or so above Fredericksburg, to one four or
five miles below. At its right, the bluffs recede two
miles or so: the Massaponax here falling into the
Rappahannocks the ground being decidedly less favorable
to the defensive, It was organized in two grand corps,
whereof that of Stonewall Jackson held She right; that of
Longstreet the left. A. P. Hill commanded the left advance
of Jackson's corps; which was confronted by Franklin's
grand division about 40,000 strong. On our right, or in
and before Fredericksburg, were the grand divisions of
Hooker and Sumner, numbering at least 60,C00. But, while
360 Rebel guns were advantageously posted on every eminence
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and raked every foot of ground by which they could be
approached, our heavy guns were all posted on the north
side of the river, where their fire could rarely reach
the enemy: while they made some havoc among our own men
until Burnside silenced them.

The weather had been cold, and the ground was frozen;
but an Indian Summer mildness had succeeded, which filled
- the valley of the Rappahannock with a dense fog, covering
for a time the formation of our colums of assault; while
- a portion of our guns were firing wildly and uselessly;
- but at lengith a bright sun dispelled the mist, and, at
11 A.M., Couch's division, on our right, emerging from
among the battered.buildings, moved swiftly to the assault.
Braver men never smiled at death than those who climbed
Marye's Hill that fatal day; their ranks plowed through and
torn to pieces by Rebel batteries even in the process of
formation; and when at heavy cost they had reached the foot
of the hill, they were confronted by a solid stone wall,
four feet high, from behind which a Confederate brigade
of infantry mowed them down like grass, exvosing but their .
heads to our bullets, and these only while themselves
firing. Never did men fight better or die, alas! more _
fruitlessly than did most of Hancock's corps, especially -
Meagher's Irish brigade, composed of the 63d, 69th, and
88th New York, the 28th Massachusetts, and the 116th
Pennsylvania, which dashed itself repeatedly against those -
. impregnable heights, until two-thirds of its number strewed.
.t the ground; when the remnant fell back to a position of
. - " comparative safety, and were succeeded as they had been -
supported, by other brigades and divisions; each to be
exposed in its turn to like pitiless, useless, hopeless '
slaughter, Thus Hancock's and French's corps were '
shccessively sent up against those slippery heights, .
girdled with batteries, rising, tier above tier, to its
.crest, all carefully trained upon the approaches from )
Fredericksburg; while that fatal stone wall--so strong that
even artillery could make no impression on it--completely -
. sheltered Barksdale's brigade, which, so soon as our charging
columns ‘came within rifle-shot, poured into their faces -

L - the deadliest stoym-of misketry. Howard's division supported
the two in advanoe; while one division of Wilcox's (9th,
late Burnside's) ‘corps was detached to maintain- communication
with Franklin on our left.

- ﬁ ~—Horace Greeley, The American Conflict ,
" Vol. II, (1867) pp. 3L4-3L5.

B. 01d Man and the Sea: Study Questions

Y

e, e The old man, Santiago, has eyes the "same color as the sea
N and [fhez7 were cheerful and undefeated." Do his fellow fisher-
'\~ man-treat.him as.if he were "cheerful and undefeated"? (p. 6-7)
\ . ! ' :
{

L

S 4




15.
16.
17.

18.

19.
20.

21.

22,

23.

2l,.
25.

26.

20

Why did the little boy leave the old man's boat after forty
days of fiching without catching anything?

Santiago calls himself "a strenge old man." Why? (p. 11)
Santiago tells the boy he has fish and rice tc eat when he
doesn't. Why do you think he lies to the boy? (p. 12-13)
Whe is Joe DiMaggio?

What is a lottery? What baseball team do you think the old man
and the boy bet on? (p. 14)

How did the old man get his dimmer? (p. 19)

Do the baseball heroes that Santiago and the boy talk about
need courage to be heroes? What makes the baseball players
heroes?

What does the old man dr-am of that night? (p. 21)

Santiago has definite feelings towards the creatures of the
ocean. What does he think of the sea swallows? (p. 26) Are
they in any sense like him?

What does the old man think of the sea? (p. 27) What do the
younger fishermen think of the sea?

Is Santiago a good fisherman even though he hasn't caught a
big fish for 85 days? (p. 28-29)

The old man hates agua mala's (Portuguese man-of-war!s) but
loves sea turtles. Why does he love the turtles? (p. 34-35)
Santiago thinks, "Now is the time to think of only cne thing.
That which I was born for." What was Santiago "born for"?
What doec the great fish do after he is hooked? (p. 42-hk)
Why does Santiago want the boy with him? (p. 45-46)

Santiago thinks of the fish as & human being, just as he thinks
of the rorpoise as his brothers.” What are the human char-
acteristics of this fish? Is he anything like the old man?
(p. 46 and p. 48)

The old man remembers when he caught the female of a pair of
marlin. Why did he admire the male fish?

Why does Santiago choose to cut the other lines?

A young, tired bird rests on the fishing line and the old man
talks to him. Do they have anything in common? Is the young
bird anything like the young boy?

The two, the old man and the fish, have different qualities
but are brothers. The fish has "nobility" and strength to
fight Santiago. What does Santiago have, beside the hook,

to fight the great fish? (p. 61-62)

Why does the fish come up the first time? Just because he is
tired? (p. 62-63)

Although Santiago prays to catch the fish, is religion really
important to him?

Santiago thinks it is M"unjust" to kill the fish. Why might it

. be unjust? (p. 64-65)

The 0ld man asks himself, "Why are the lions the main thing
that is left" to dream about? He can't answer the question
because he is too busy. Could you?
Santiago says he would rather be a beast under the sea than
a man., What does the fish, and the lions he keeps dreaming
about, have that he wants? (p. 67)
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How does the memory of his hand-wrestling match with the
Negro from Cienfuegos relate to his fight with the fish?
(po 68"‘69)
After two days of struggling with the fish, Santiago thinks
how large and great the fish is and how many people it will
feed. But he then thinks no one is worthy to eat him. If
Santiago has given up the idea of selling the fish, why does
he still try to kill him? (p. 74)
Earlier the old man had wanted the boy in the boat to know
that he had hooked a great fish. On the second night the fish
jumps. Why does he want the boy now? (p. 82)
Why doesn't the old man say his prayers when the fish is
circling about to come out of the water? (p. 89)
What :l.s(the d:;.fference between the old man's pain and the fish's
? (p. 87
The old mon feels he must strike the fish in the heart with
the harpoon. Does this tell you anything about the fish? About
the old man?
Earlier the old man said he needed his will and intelligence to
lzill the i).‘ish. Does he use either or both at the final kill?
p. 92-93
To catch the fish, Santiago feels he must suffer like the fish,
In what ways is Santiago like the fish? (p. 92)
Every hero you have met in this unit--Achilles, Aeneas, Sir
lancelot--has been better than his foe. How is Santiago better
than the fish? (p. 99)
Hemingway describes the first shark to hit the fish in some
detail. How does the Mako shark differ from the great fish?
After the first shark hits the fish, the old man will not look
at it again. Why not?
Santiago thinks again and again about thedeath of the fish
and the shark's attack. Why does he think he kills the fish?
the shark? (p.105)
Hemingway makes a comparison between the word spoken by Santiago
and the word spoken by Christ when they drove the nails into
his hands. Do Christ and the old man have anything in common?
How do the second and third sharks that hit the fish differ
from the first Mako shark? (p.108)
Why does the old man think that this whole experience should
have been a dream? (p. 110-111)
How does the fourth shark that hits the fish differ from the
Mako and the second and third shark? (p. 111)
Why does the old man say he defeated both the fish and himself?
(p. 115-117)
The old man thinks, "He knew he was beaten now." Is he
defeated? Why or why not?
How does the boy react to the old man's experience?
Why is it ironic that the tourists should mistake the great
fish's skeleton for a shark's?

The old man says, "A man can be destroyed but not defeated.”
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Is the old man either destroyed or defeated?

2. Santiago sees the life of the sea as his friends and enemies
and some of the creatures are better than others. Rank the
fish, etc., as the old man judges them. Would you rank them
differently?

3. The old man has a formal religion but does not use it. What
do you think is the old man's "religion"? ("Religion" might
be defined as the standard Santiago uses to judge events in
his life. See question two.)

L. The oid man has many of the heroic qualities you have discussed
before, Is he more like Achilles, Aeneas, or Sir Lancelot?

In what ways? Is Santiago aware that he is heroic?

5. The book is titled The Old Man and the Sea, but the main
struggle is between Santiago and the great fish. Would it be
better to title the book The Old Man and the Fish? Why or why
not?

6. Will the old man ever fish again? Why or why not?
C. The Bridge Over the River Kwai: Study Questions
Part One: Chapters 1 through 7

l. Why won't Colonel Nicholson surrender his unit to the Japanese
enlisted men?

2. Why does Colonel Nicholson insist upon maintaining his own
leadership within the prison camp?

3. What "weapons" does Colonel Nicholson use to influence the
Japanese?

L. What is the Japanese camp commander, Colonel Saito, like?

‘. How does he differ from Colonel Nicholson?

5. Clipton sees Colonel Saito as western as well as Japanese.
What "western" culture traits does Saito have?

6. Is Colonel Nicholson a "hero or a fool" in his insistence on
obedience to the Manual of Military law? (Chapters 4-5)

7. How do the men help Colonel Nicholson's cause?

8. Is Colonel Nicholson pleased with his men after he regains
command ?

Part Two: Chapters 8 through 13

1. Where does Chapter 8 take place? What relationship does it
have with the River Kwai camp?

2. When Colonel Nicholson has his staff meeting after the inspection
of the work, his officers "give away" their personalities.

What type of man is Reeves? Hughes? How are they like Colonel
Nicholson?

3. What really prevents Colonel Saito from going into a rage again
at the conference on the building of the bridge? What does he
do to "save face"?

L. What qualities of Joyce lead to Shear's accepting him for the

| mission?

e 5. How do you account for the British men working on the bridge

| with "zeal and cheerfulness™?




Part Three: Chapters 1, through 17

l. Joyce, the young intelligence agent, says, "If only they knew
we were in the offing, sir. If only they knew this bridge of
theirs was never going to be used, it might raise their morale
a bit." Why are Joyce's words so ironic?

2. Why did the three men choose the Kwai bridge as the most
suitable for the destruction work? _

3. Joyce gives us another view of the British prisoners. What is
this view and how is it like previous descriptions of the
bridge builders?

L. How does Joyce describe Colonel Nicholson?

Part Four: Chapters 18 through 22

l. How do the elaborate Plans of Warden parallel those of Colonel
Nicholson?

2. What do we learn about Warden's character? Why do you judge
him to be a good member of a destruction team?

3. Why is it necessary that the major action now focus on Shears, .
Warden, and Joyce?

L. How does Joyce feel about the rossibility of killing a Jap?

5. In Chapter 23 Colonel Nicholson walks along the bridge and
proudly reflects on the work he and his men have done. Is
the Colonel justified in feeling this pride or is he merely
proud and boastful? Defend your answer.

6. What reason do you assign to Colonel Nicholson's strange
behavior when Joyce tells him who he is and what his Jjob is?

7. What further details does Warden supply about Colonel Nicholson
and the attempt to blow up the bridge? Are you surprised at
this final scene? Where in the novel do you think you were
prepared to accept this final action. of Colonel Nicholson in
saving the bridge?

8. Do you agree with the picture of Colonel Nicholson as Warden
sums him up? Is Warden merely suffering from the strains cf

the ordeal or is his summary of the action complete and truthful?

Give reasons for your answer.

9. Why did Warden think it necessary to fire on_Colonel Nicholson,
Shears, and Joyce? Do you agree with the final lines that his
was the "only proper action" to take?

The Bridge Over the River Kwai: Discussion Questions

-
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Clipton, the medical officer, functions as a "normative"

character--a character that expresses the author's approval and

disapproval. Discuss Clipton's varying attitudes-towards
Colonel Nicholson.

2. The author outlines the view of Nicholson, Reeves , saito ang
Clipton concerning the bridge's growth (p. '69). Discuss each
characters attitude toward the bridge. Do any of their
attitudes change?

3. If you had to choose a hero for this novel, who would it be?
Does your hero have any weaknesscs?
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.. Both Colonel Shears and Colonel Nicholson have the "Anglo-
Saxon sense of yerfection." Does this sense of perfection
defeat these men or help them?

5, Is the bridge built by the British prisoners really saperior
to a bridge the Japanese might have built? What does this
tell you about the differing cultural traits of the British
and the Japanese?

The Diary of a Young Girl: Study Questions

1. Is the diary Jjust a series of blank pages to Anne? Who is
Anne writing to when she writes in her diary?

2. From the beginning of the diary to 5 July, 1942 what are Amne's
main concerns? 1Is she worried about the Germans?

3. Why must the Frank family go in hiding?

L. What does Anne think of Peter Van Daan? (21 August 1942)

5. What are th3 Van Daan's like? Do they get along with the

. Frank!'s?

6. Describe a routine day in Anne's life.

7. How would you describe Anne's relationship with her mother and
father? with Mrs. Van Daan?

8. Anne tells her diary, "Extraordinary things happen to people
who go into hiding." (29 September 1942) What "extraordinary
things" happen to the Frank's? Is only physical confinement
the "extraordinary things"?

9., What makes Anne think of herself as a Jew, not a German
(which is her original nationality)?

10. Of all the persons in the "secret annex," who does Anne admire
most? Why?

11. Why does Anne love her diary more than those around her? (7
November 1942)

12, The "Prospectus and guide to the secret annex" is definitely
‘humorous but it is also quite sericus. In what way might we
consider this list of rules serious? (p. 46)

13. Cn 20 November 1942 Anne makes a discovery about herself.

What is it? '

14. What is Amne's final opinion of Dussel, the dentist?

15. What quality does Anne feel she must have in order to survive
the confinement? (22 December 1942)

16. How does Amnne become an isolated girl within the isolated
Jewish group. (2 April 1943 - 13 June 1943)

17. On the date 5 August and 9 August 1943 Anne become quite
satiric and criticizes her fellow exiles. Discuss Anne's
attitude toward these other people.

18, Anne remarks, "Ch, if only the black circle could recede and
open the way for us !" (Monday, 8 November 1943) What is the
"black circle"?

19. In the 2 January 1944 entry Anne tries to see her mother
"objectively" and without anger. What does she think of her
mother after this "analysis"?

20. Why is Anne's former girlfriend lies (6 January 1944) so
important to her?
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In the entry 12 January 1944 is Peter just a boyfriend? She
says, "Now God has sent me a helper - Peter." How does Peter
help her?

In the entry for 22 January 1944 Anne claims that she has
"grown up a lot." In what way is she more adult?

In the entry for 3 February 1944 Anne expresses her "philosophy
of life'when she reacts to all the talk about invasion. What
is her philosophy? Is it optimistic or pressimistic? 1
On 13 February 1944 Anne feels she needs to be alone; how does

this feeling differ from her attitude on 22 January 19447 Does l

this difference tell you anything about the state of Anne's
mind?

How does Anne feel she may be happy? (23 February 194L4)

In the entry for 28 February 1944 Anne cries, "Oh, help me!"
Who is she calling to and what kind of help does she want?

Anne says (7 March 1944), "He who has courage and faith will
never perish in misery!" Where does Anne get her "faith and
courage''?

Anne criticizes the whole group for thinking only of themselves
("1, I, I). Is she justified in this criticism? Does it apply
to Anne?

Why does Anne feel she must "maintain an outward reserve"? (16
March 1944)

In the entry for 19 March 1944, what do Anne and Peter have in
common?

Anne says to Kitty, the diary, "Although I tell you a lot still,
even so, you only know very little of our lives." (29 March
1944) What part of their lives might the diary not know?

Why does Anne feel that she, as a Jew, is suffering as a prisoner
in her own city? (11 April 1944).

On 14 April 1944 Anne calls ker diary "the unbosomings of an
ugly duckling." How does this attitude toward her diary and
herself contrast with the attitude in the entry for 4 April
19447

Why does Anne feel she should not despair? (3 May 1944)

What is the "atmosphere" in the annex on D-Day, 6 June 19447
Amne claims she has two personali. 33, one for her family and
one for herself. What are the char_steristics of each? (1
August 1944)

Anne says she come to a "final" opinion concerning Dussel, the
dentist (question 14 above), but does Anne ever come to a "final"
opinion about anyone in the annex? Discuss Anne's changing
attitudes and feelings towards two or three members of the annex.
What does this study tell you of Anne's own personality?

It may seem odd to think of Peter as a diary but in what ways does
Peter act as Anne's diary? Do you think Anne is "in love" with
Peter?

Do you think Anne is a mature or immature girl? You might consider
the books she reads, the people and events she is interested in
and her attitude towards her mother and father. (Question 1 might
help you answer this.)
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L. Do you feel you are in any way like Anne Frank? How or how not?
E. To Kill a Mockingbird: Study Cuestions

‘ To Kill a Mockingbird is a story of growing up. It seems that Scout
and her brother Jem find their world changing around them, almost
without their realizing it. Actually, it is not so much the world
changing. Instead the eyes with which Scout and Jem see the world
of Maycomb change. The easy, pleasant summertime living soon passes
into a world of schosl with its realities for Scout just as the young
world is left behind when both children begin to question the life
they live and the life they see in their town. They begin to look
for answers when they have to question the abilities and wisdom of
their father Atticus.

1. Why is Boo Radley so interesting to Jem and Scout Finch?

2. What is the nature of the relationship between Jem and Scout?
What is the nature of the relationship between the children and
their father?

3. What do Jem and Scout think of Calpurnia? How does she fit into
the household?

L. Why does Scout feel she's being cheated out of something at the
close of her first school year?

5. What do you find out about Boo Radley at the beginning of Chapter
- 7? Why was the hole in the tree suddenly filled with cement?

6. From where did the blanket Scout was clutching come in the sczne
following Miss Maudie's house burning?

7. What does the passage about Walter Cunningham and the lunches
tell us about the town of Maycomb? What do we learn about Scout
and Jem from this? What do we learn about Atiticus?

8. Why does Scout think Atticus doesn't do anything?

9. When do Scout and Jem begin to realize their father stands for
something called principle? When do they begin to realize that
he is an important man?

10. Why does Atticus take the Tom Robinson case?

11. What does the knowledge of Atticus's shooting ability contribute
to Jem and Scout's opinion of their father?

12. Why was it that Mrs. Dubose's alarm clock was set for a longer
period of time each day? What was she doing? Why did she really
want Jem to read if she werent!t listening to him?

13. What is the reaction of Calpurnia's fellow church members to the
presence of Jem and Scout at their Sunday morning service?

14, What is the reason for Aunt Alexandra's appearance?

15. At the end of Chapter 14 when Dill has run away to Maycomb, Dill
answers Scout's question about Boo Radley with the statement,
"Maybe he doesn't have anywhere to run off to . . " Why is it
that Dill runs away from his home?

16. What were the intentions of the faruers, including Walter Cunning-
ham's father, the evening they visit Atticus in front of the jail?
How does Scout 'save the day" for her father?

17. If Atticus was appointed by the court to defend Tom Robinson, why
does the town react as it does? Scout finds herself asking this
question (p. 166). Is it because they hate to see a highly respected
man defending a Negro?
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What does the fact that Tom Robinson has a withered arm have to
do with the case? The fact that Mr. Ewell was left-handed? Do
these facts make any difference to the defense of Tom?

Why does Dill leave the courtroom? How does Scout try to persuade
him not to be so concerned about Tom? (p. 201)

Why does Dolphus Raymond want people to think he's drunk?

In Jem's conversation with Miss Maudie (Chapter 22) what do we
learn about how he feels about the trial and the town of Maycomb?
Was Jem disappointed with the jury's verdict earlier?

What does Scout think of her father after the trial?

At the end of Chapter 23 what thought occurs to Scout as the
reason for Boo Radley's not appearing outside the house?

Why does Tom Robinson try to run away? What do certain members
of the town say about his action?

When does Scout decide she can maybe become a lady?

Why is Scout bothered by Miss Gate's attitude towards Hitler and
prejudice?

How does Scout finally meet Boo Radley? What happened to Mr.
Ewell?

Why does Mr. Heck Tate have so much trouble convincing Atticus
that Jem did not kill Mr. Ewell? What do the actions of Atticus
at this point indicate about his character? Are his actions
surprising, or do they fit in well with what we already know
about him?

Why does Mr. Tate insist on keeping Boo Radley out of the happenings
on the way home from the Halloween party?

What does Atticus mean when he says, "Well, it'd be sort of like
shootin' a mockingbird, wouldn't it?" (p. 279)

To Kill a Mockingbird: Discussion Questions

1.

2.

3.

Was Boo Radley treated justly by his parents? By his brother?

In the early part of the novel Miss Maudie explains to Scout

that Boo's father was a foot-~washing Baptist. Does she imply
that this might have something to do with the fact that Boo
never ventured outside the house? Do Scout and Jem treat Boo
Justly? Is curiosity about the mockery of him unjust? How

does Atticus react to tuneir curiosity? Is Boo treated unjustly
because the town regards him as strange and an unusual character?
Does he deserve to be regarded as something to fear and speculate
about? What do we learn about the feeling of Heck Tate in the
final scene with Boo Radley on the front porch at the Finchs'?
Do you think not dragging him into publicity was just at this
point? ,

What concepts of courage can we find in this novel? In the
actions of Atticus? Do we find acts of courage in Jem and Scout?
How does Mrs. Dubose exhibit courage? Does the rescuing of Scout
and Jem by Boo Radley call for courage on his part? What kinds
of courage do we find in these characters?

Is Tom Robinson justly treated? Does the jury show justice in
its verdict? What weight does the fact of his crippled arm carry
in the case? C(n what grounds do the jurors base their decision?
What most influences the actions and thinking of these Maycomb
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people where Tom is concerned? Are there some who base their
decisions on other grounds? Is there a different scale of
Jjustice for Tom?

What does Atticus mean when he says he hopes that he can get
Scout and Jem "through it withcut bitterness, and most of all
without catching Maycomb's usual disease"(p. 93)? What is the
usual disease he refers to? Does it have any relation to
Atticus' statement about Mr. Cunningham (p. 159) "he just has
his blind spota"? What is there about the town that makes it
possible for Atticus to say these things? Why are people so
interested in the trial? Why is Atticus chosen to defend Tom?
Does Atticus' treatment of Calpurnia differ from his treatment
of Tom? Does his treatment of them both differ from how he
would treat Boo Radley or Miss Maudie in similar circumstances?

other people? Be specific.

Discuss Rudolf's decision to take the King's place. How does

this show courage?

Why do you think Black Michael is a good name for the Duke of

Streslau? Why did so many people prefer him to the king?

In which ways does Michael reveal he is unjust? Refer to

special events in the book.

How does Rudolf differ physically and mentally from the king?

Where throughout the story does Rudolf most reveal his heroism?

Is there any time where he fails to live up to what is expected

of a true hero? ,

In what ways does Rudolf practice justice

(a) to the real king?

(b) to Flavia?

(¢) to the people of Ruritania?

Flavia too possesses heroic qualities. By reference to specific

places in the book, discuss her qualities of heroism. ;

Discuss the role of Fritz von Tarlenheim and Colonel Sapt. How

especially did they show their loyalty to the real king? What

gg:lities did Marshal Strakencz possess that led Rudolf to trust’
R v

Who was guarding the real king at the castle of Zenda? What

means had been made to get rid of the king if the castle were

attacked?

What did Rudolf try to do to win the love of the people of

Ruritania for the king?

Discuss the ending of the novel. Why is this a goodending"

If you would like to change it, how would you.erd the novel?

What does Rudolf foresee as his greatest battle, which is yet

to come? (See p. 156, Chapter 22)

How does Rudolf Rasendyll's resemblance to the king strike i

The Prisoner of Zenda: Discussion Questions

1.

In Chapter 21 (page 152 of the Pyramid edition), Rudolf and
Flavia are discussing Flavia's decision to.marrythe king. She
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says, "Honor binds a woman too, Fudolf. My honor lies in being
true to my country and my House. I don't know why God has let
me love you; but I know that I must stay!" and Rudolf some

time later says, "Do what you will or what you must."” Show how
both these characters are practicing a high form of justice.

Is self-sacrifice such as this part of heroism? Explain. (See
also Flavia's words on page 85.)

The king himself is not met too often in the book. However,.
what can you tell about him from the loyalty of his army officers
and servants? How did he plan to repay Rudolf at the end?

This is a true adventure story, but Rudolf has characteristics
that men need in any age or generation. In which places or
events in the world today would such a man as Rudolf be able

to show his heroic qualities? Where could he be of such service
tq a leader of a comntry?

"The just man is he who strives to protect the rights of others
including his own. He sees to the betterment of his environment,
he seeks to understand what is in his brother's mind, he is a
man in every sense of the word." How does this statement apply
to Rudolf in this novel? Point out exact places in the novel
for your answer.

"The man who aims to better his own condition in life at the
sacrifice of the good of his fellowman, who inflicts hurt on
cthers in order to live in ease, who attempts to make his own
what is rightfully another man's: this is the unjust man."
Show how this quotation applies to Black Michael. Again point
to exact places in the novel,

(Chapter 1) In what respects is Jody like most boys? Read the
section about Jody's building of the fluttermill. How does B
his father regard Jody's afterncon loafing? e
(Chapter 2) Penny Baxter had moved into the scrub for certain
reasons. What were they? How does he compare the dangers of
living in the serub with living in a more thickly settled
commnity? (See also Chapter 9)

(Chapters 2, 3, 4) What seems to be the biggest concern in Ma
Baxter's life? How does Jody contribute to that concern?

The hunt for old Slewfoot, which is one of the major conflicts

in the book, begins here. What exactly does the old bear do to
vrovide this conflict?

(Chapters 6, 7) What are some of the common bonds of interest
between Jody and Fodder-wing? Why is Fodder-wing a good friend
even though most people say he is "crazy"?

your main criticism of them as a family?

Is Penny Baxter really fair in making the trade of his dog for
the gun? Why or why not? '

What hardships arose from the lack of water? What prevents the
Baxters from having a well?

What opportunities for pPleasure does the sink hole provide for

Jody? What things interest Jody but might not interest most
boys today? '
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Penny Baxter is something of a "backwoods philosopher." Write
down some of his remarks as you find them and use them for
composition topics later. (See page 85, "You kin tame anything,
son, excusin' the human tongue.")

(Chapter 10) What reason does Penny give for going fishing? Is
this in keeping with Penny's character?

Jody has two great experiences on the fishing trip. What were
they? Which will Ma Baxter appreciate the most and why?

Reread the dance of the Whoopin' Cranes and be prepared to
describe it in some detail. Why is information about whooping
cranes of special interest?

Explain the feelings behind Jody and Penny's actions that caused
Ma Baxter to say, '"What ails you fellers?"

(Chapters 11 and 12) What effect does Grandma Hutto have on
Jody and Penny? What about Grandma causes this effect?

What injustice do Jody and Penny see in the fight between Oliver
and the Forresters? How do Jody and Penny show their courage
in helping Oliver?

(Chapter 14) How do you regard the Forresters' helping Penny
when he has the snake bite? Why do they do it? In what way
does Jody show courage on his way home from the Forresters?
(Chapter 15) Doc Wilson's statement probably convinced Ora that
they as a family had a responsibility towards the fawn. What
were his words? Be prepared to give an illustration of this,
showing the truth of the words from your own experience.
Describe the companionship that exists between Jody and the fawm.
How does Jody's mother's attitude toward pets affect Jody's care
of his fawn?

(Chapter 16) Can you find other incidents in your supplementary
réadings that compare with Buck's staying with the Baxters? How
can you explain his great kindness to the Baxters? Have all

the Forresters been reconciled? (See Jack Shafer's novel,
Shane, for comparison,) <

(Chapter 17) What kind of courage did the Forresters show
during Jody's visit to them? Why had Jody taken his fawn there?
What decision did he make after he reached there? Was he right
in his thoughts? He said, "It was of no importance in the face
of matters so grave."

(Chapters 19 and 20) Nature has many sides. The flood was
relentless to man and animals alike. In what different ways
were the animals affected? How would the animals' plight affect
the Baxters? Why did the men go on a trip to:examine the flood
damage?

Upon what occasions were the Forresters and Baxters drawn to-
gether? Was there a real social life that existed between the
two families? (See Chapter 2 also)

(Chapters 21 and 22) Was the threat of starvation as real as
Ora imagined it? What were the duties of a housewife in these
times? What was the extent of her social life? What womanly
qualities would you say are outstanding in her?

(Chapter 2)) How do the Baxters obtain money for supplies? Why
do the Forresters shop for them?
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26. Describe the incident that again threatens peaceful relations
between the Forresters and the Baxters.

27, {(Chapter 25) Tell some of the reasons Ma Baxter is excited
about Christmas. How do they happen to have money to spend?

28, What part does pride play in Ora Baxter's failure to bte a
neighbor to Mrs. Forrester or to Grandma Hutto?

29. (Chaptar 26) How does the rejoicing about the new heifer calf
¢hange to despair? What causes new frustration? How will this
upset the Christmas plans?

30. UWhat is Penny's attitude now towards killing Old Slewfoot? Why
does he say it is just to kill the bear? :

3l. How does their common interest bring the Baxters and Forresters
together again?

32, To what extent is organized law and order a part of the back-
woods society?

33. Describe the tragedy that spoiled the Christmas celebration. How
was Old Slewfoot in a roundabout way responsible for this tragedy?

34. What other old enmity caused the fire? What happens then to
Oliver and Grandma Hutto? How does Grandma Hutto stop a& further
tragedy?

35. Why did the people almost shoot Buck? Do you know of any in-
stances where a practical joke nearly turmed into a tragedy?
or can you think of another example where such a joke could lead
to tragedy?

35. (Chapter 28) Is Jody justified in the pride he feels in being
a Baxter? What is the feelings of the group toward the Baxters?
towards the Forresters?

37. (Chapters 29, 30, 31) How does Jody's ability to carry on
a man's work parallel Flag's destroying the crops?

38. (Chapter 31) What is Jody's main motive in working "like &
man"? Why was his work in a sense all in vain?

39. Was Penny just in ordering Jody to shoot Flag? Give your reasons
why or why not.

40. (Chapter 32) Tell why or why not you agree with Pa Forrester
that "Love's got nothin' to do with corn."

Ll. Do you consider Jody a hero for his killing of Flag? Why or
why not? What reason does he have for running away?

42. (Chapter 33} What visions of home filled Jody's mind the most?

43. How does Jody profit from suffering starvation and loneliness?

Does this suffering help him grow up. What .is meant by "He would—

be lonely all his 1lifc. But a.man took it for.his share-and—
went on"?

The Yearling: Discussion Questions

1. Discuss the type of wonun Ora Baxter is in relation to the
experiences of her life. Consider the effect suffering has on
people. What had contributed to her hardness? How would a
woman like Grandma Hutto have fitted into Ora's life? In which
ways is Ora an example of an heroic woman? Vhere in the story
does she especially need courage? where control?
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After you have read the first chapter, what conclusions do you
draw about the Baxter family in relation to your family? What
circumstances must they meet daily which may require more courage
than your family may need?
Give some details that show why Old Slewfoot. i & real menance
4o the Baxters. In what ways does he seem to have some human
characteristics? Is he really evil or is he just following his
animal nature?
{ist some qualities of the hero you may have studied in the past--
such as some you discussed in the seventh grade unit on mythology
or stories of the Americen West. Does Perniy Baxter reveal any
of the qualities you list? If so, explain how he reveals them,
Consider the opportinities given to Penny to practice herolsm;
his surroundings are different.
Notice how cause and effect help the author to tell the story:
(a) Decide whether the following are causes of following

incidents or the effects of a preceding incident.
(b) If an effect is given in the statement tell what the

effects were.
(c) Can some of the statements be a cause of one incident

and an effect of another?

(1) Jody and Penny Baxter go on a bear hunt. Ma Baxter
makes sausage.

(2) This settles it, "I got to get me a new gun." Penny
trades off his dog.

(3) "Leave Jody stay. He ain't half seed my things."
(Fodder-wing)

Compare the Forrester household and the Baxter household., Explain
why it is necessary for the Baxters to be neighborly to the
Forresters.,

If we can say justice is giving each man what he deserves, then
name a character in the novel who practices justice of faimmess
jn his dealings with others. Refer to specific places. Or if
a character is really unjust, then explain why you think he is.
Compare the activities that make up your own world with those
that made up Jody's world. (Chapter 9)

Penny's great love for animals is frequently shown. How does
he justify his killing of animals? Explain how his ideas
differ from those of the Forresters. (See Chapters 10 and 24)
How does Penny's action in the fight with the bear reveal 3
heroic quality? Compare his actions with the vows of Fnight-
hood. What would Permy lose by going against, the Forresters?
Explain how Buck put into practice his words, "No use to fret,
boy. We!ll do what we kin. We don't hold nothin' agin folks
in trouble." (Chapter 16) How may these words hold true. for
us? ~ .

What feeling do 'you have about Ma Baxter when both Jody and
Penny seem very happy with Grandma Hutto? Does this seem fair
to Ma Baxter? Explain your feeling.

If you have read Sheane by Jack Shaefer, compare Ora Baxter with

 with Marian Starrett. Compare her life with.a similar-character—

in the Supplementary book you.are rsading. < -
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The author says she started out to characterize Ora Baxter
as the picture of all nagging women and mothers, but she
hanged her mind. Do you feel that Ora used her sharp tongue

Eo inflict hurt upon other people, or does it reflect the
%satﬁoinitqqd 5 .4nd soi of her own life? What are some

bf her Sorrows, 'd,iﬁapkgr'igzﬁn g hardships? (See Penny's

words, Chapter 17, page 213) .(6:!, ls may enjoy reading A
ILantern jin Her Hand, by Bess Streeter Aldrich, especially in
relation to a comparison between Ora and Marian Starrett.)

Pick out three places in the book where Jody acted courageously.
Tell whether this event required physlical courage or courage of
the mind--did he act according to his conscience, etc. . .?
Discuss why these acts were especially great for a boy Jody's
age.

In Chapter 13, rage 145, Penny says, '"When there!s trouble
waitin' for you, you jest as good go to meet it." How does
this apply to Penny himself? What kind of courage does it

take to carry out this saying? If you can, recall any time

in your life when you went to meet trouble. (Also relate

this saying to a character in another book you have read or

are now reading.)

Discuss whether you believe Jody's reasoning about fighting

for Oliver is correct. "Too much pain was unjust. Too

against one were unjust." (See Chapter 13, p. 134) (Also

see Jody on "duty," page 142.)

What can you tell about Penny Baxter's character when in

answer to a question about what he is going to do, (Chapter 1,
P 141), he answers, "Whatever we got to do, when the time
comes."

Which side would you take--Ora's or Penny's--in the argument
about the poisoning of the wolves? (See Chapter 23, p. 287)
Give reasons why you believe one or hoth is correct. (Ora
reasons, "Kill the wolf because the wolf killed the calf.")
(Penny says, "Poison just someway ain't natural. . Tain't fair

fighting.") N

Up From Slavery: Study Questions

1.
2.
3.
L.
De

6.
7.

Born 2 slave, Booker T. Washington lacked many physical

comfor“s that many of us take for granted. How did he learn

to accept this condition as a small boy?

How did he refrain from feelings of bitterness against the whites?
What control or lack of control does he reveal in his discussion
of the institution of slavery? | A

What valuable lesson does his mother teach him when she.makes

him his first cap?

What factor of control does Washington believe provides a white
boy with a stimulus to overcome obstacles in life but that is

not available to a Negro boy?

How does the institution at Washington, D.C. s differ from the
Hampton Institute? What is Washington's major objection?

During his stay in Washington, D.C., what temptations did Booker
see other members of his race yield to? What exanmples-of lack

of control does .he see when he arrives in Tuskegee?

T~
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8. Why did young Washiugton resist the temptation to enter political
life after his return from Washington, D.C.? after he first
went to Alabama?

9. What examples of prejudice and injustice toward the Negro does
Y Washington relate? Does he reveal bitterness, anger, unconcern,
‘ or other emotion in his accounts? What does he show?

10. How does the tremendous desire for education among the Negroes
at this time give rise to what Washington considered undesirable
pride in a little "high-sounding" knowledge?

11l. Why does he say it took "a good deal of courage" to explain to a
student studying cube root that he should first "master the
miltiplication table"?

12. What temptation does Miss Davidson resist at the school she
attended in Massachusetts? How does her resistance compare

. with the resistance of Washington's mother to the same temptation?

13. What was Washington's purpose in insisting that students at
Tuskegee do agricultural, domestic, and comstruction work? How
has his purpose been fulfilled?

14. What is Washington's conclusion regarding the merit of the
individual regardless of race?

15. How does Washington meet the objections of students and parents
to Tuskegee'’s industrial requirement?

16. What are Washington's feelings regarding race prejudice? What
quality is lacking in those who submit to such prejudice?

17. What suggestion does Washington have for po~sibly avoiding
strikes by labor?

18. What general observation does Washington make regarding the
wealthy and noted men he met who had "accomplished the greatest
results"? What quality did they possess in common?

19. What is his formula for success in any undertaking?

20. What temptations did Washington resist in preparing his address
for the opening of the Exposition in Atlanta? .

21. What does Washington regard as the "ome thing. . . most worth
living for--and dying for, if need be"? -

22. As Washington sees ths pclitical rights of the Negro, how will
the opportunity for the Negro's freely exercising these rights
come about? ; |

23. Aside from the injustice of lawsthat permit an ignorant white
man to vote while, at the same time, preventing an ignorent
ﬁacg man from doing so, what does Washington see wrong in the

WS

2. What secrets of successful public speaking does Washington
reveal? -

‘Up From Slavery: Discussion Questions

l. What quality or qualities in Washington's character emabled
him to rise successfully from a slave to a foremost leader of
his own race and a respected person without racial qualification? .
Explain hew this quality~(or qualities) is responsible for his
change in social status. ,

2. What is Washington's-basic educational theory as shown in
practice at Tuskegee? Why did his theory sueceed? . Was it
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the strength of his personality coupled with an excessive
desire for learning on the part of the students or the
implicit validity of the theory itself? Would his theory

be practical elsewhere in the United States?

One of Washington's greatest honors was the receiving of an
honorary degree from Harvard University. - Why did he regard
this so highly? On what ground did he deserve the honor?

How was Washington able to win the respect and admiration of
both Negroes and whites? On what merits did their opinians
rest? :

How does Washington exercise control with respect to his own
physical, mental, and spiritual powers? What incidents related
in his book demanded courage as well as control?

In his Atlanta Exposition speech, Washington expressed the
belief that the greatest danger for Negroes would be in over-
looking "the fact that the masses . . . are to live by the
productions" of their hands and that their propserity would
be in proportion to their respect for common labor and in
proportion to their ability to maintain an even balance between
the ornamental and the useful in life. What kind of control
is he asking? Do you agree with him? Why or why not?

Does Washington qualify as a modern hero? Explain why-or-why

not.
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I. OVERVIEW:

This unit is related to your studies about the hero, particularly to
the units The Noble Man in Western Culture, The Historical Novel Hero, and
The Epic Hero. In this unit, you will encounter a new kind of hero. In
some ways, the hero of the journey novel seems unheroic; he is often less
earnest and less serious than most heroie characters. Indeed, he often
appears gay, whimsical, and funny. You will discover, howsver, that his
gaiety and humorous actions often veil the author's serious purposes. In
the first part of this packet, there are some short selections each of
which either is regarded as an ancestor of the journey novel or employs
some of the same kinds of devices as does the journey novel. Study and
discussion questions about the core texts follow these selections. The

remainder of the packet consists of vocabulary and language assignments.

II. Introduction to the Hero of the Journey Novel:

In order that you may understand why an author chooses to write a novel
in which he sends his heroc on a journey, you will read the following mate-
rials. All these materials employ one or more of the devices characteristic
of the journey novel. The first selection you will read is a summary or
precise of an epic poem about Cdysseus who undertakes a journey in order to
return home after the Trojan War; the next selection is about one of King
Arthur's most renowned knights; then follows the -biblical parable about the
Prodigal Son. These selections represent kinds of literature that are
regarded as ancestors of the journey novel. The final selections, "Thumbling"
and "The Three Languages," are miniature journey novels.

A. About Homerts The Odyssey:

When the roem begins the Trojan War has ended, and most of the
Greek heroes who fought against the Trojans have either returned home
or died.on the way. OCne of the greatest of the Greek herces, Odysseus,
has not reached his home in Ithaca, even though the war has been finished
for seven years. Because Cdysseus has not yet returned and has-not
been heard from, almost all the people of his homeland think he has died.
A.group of young princes come to the Cdysseus' house.because they hope




to convince Cdysseus wife, Penelope, that COdysseus is dead so

that one of them may fulfill his hope tc marry her. The princes

press Penelope to declare that Odysseus is dead, but she refuses to
for seven years, She says that she will say Odysseus is dead and
will re-marry as soon as she finishes weaving a shroud for her father-
in-law. Penelope, however, tricks the suitors, for she unweaves at
night what she has woven during the day; she does this for seven
years. During these years, the peace and order of Cdysseus' house-
hold disappears; because there is no one to manage the house.

Penelope is too weak because she is a woman; Telemachus, Cdysseus'
son, is too young to preserve peace and order. Because there is no
head of the household, the suitors drink, feast, mock household order
and behave disrespectfully. OCdysseus' household, then, is in an
uproar and it appears that it will remain that way because the suitors
will not give up, Penelope will not declare Odysseus dead, and Odysseus
cannot reach home.

Athena, the Greek goddess of wisdom, however, comes to Telemachus
and tells him that he should assume the responsibilities of manhood.
He is to go search out Nestor ard Menelaus, who were comrades of
Cdysseus during the Trojan War, because they may know something con-
cerning his father's whereabouts. Nestor and Meneclaus do know enough
to indicate that Cdysseus is alive. Therefore, Telemachus can return
home and try to rid his house of the suitors.,

Cdysseus, meanwhile, is being held captive on the island of the
sea~nymph, Calypsuv. Jupiter, however, sends Mercury to Calypso,
who tells her that she must free Cdysseus. Odysseus then once again
resumes his journey, but before he reaches Ithaca, he together with
his men is shipwrecked near the island of Fhaeacia. The people of
Phaeacia entertain Cdysseus royally, and he repays their hospitality
by telling the Phaecians what has happened on his journey. On his
Journey, Cdysseus has encountered many monstrous and barbaric men,
many of whom were giants and some of whom were dangerous women. For
instance, at one time, Odysseus and his men came to the land of the
Lotus-eaters. There people got their food from flowers, and they gave
some of their food to Cdysseus' men. Their food was like honey, but
even though it tasted good, it was dangerous because if Odysseus or
his men ate it, it took away all desire to return home. Some of the
men did eat this "food! and wanted to remain on the island, but Odysseus
brought the men back to the ship by force, tied them up, and put them
under the benches on the ship.

Cdysseus and his men once again resumed their journey, but again
they ran into trouble. This time they met Polyphemus, who was a
Cyclops. The Cyclops were monstrous men who had only one large eye.
Cdysseus and twelve of his men had gone ashore to raid Polyphemus'
cave in order to get supplies. When they came to his cave Polyphemus
was absent, but before they left, he returned. Polyphemus blocked
the entrance to the cave with a huge stone. When he discovered
Cdysseus and his men, he asked who they were and then took two of
Cdysseus'! men, killed them, and made supper of them. Odysseus and
his men were, of course, frightened. Cdysseus, however, did not lose




heart, but tried to think of a way by which his men could escape.
Odysseus took a sapling, sharpened it, and charred it in the fire.
While Polyphemus was asleep Cdysseus drilled the sapling into the
eye of the giant. Polyphemus cried so loudly that he brought the
other Cyclops to the cave, and when he heard that they were outside
the cave, Polyphemus managed to remove the stone from the doorway so
that the Cyclops could rescue him by killing Cdysseus and his men.
Odysseus, however, tied his men to the underside of some of the rams
in the cave. OCdysseus hid under one by holding on to the wool. In
the morning, the rams went out to pasture and carried Odysseus and
his men to freedom.

(dysseus continues to tell about similar adventures he has had on
his journey. When he has finished his tale, the Phaeacians take
Odysseus from their island and set him ashore in his own homeland.
Odysseus pretends he is & servant, but his old nurse recognizes him
because of a scar on his leg, and Penelope discovers that he is
Odysseus because he wins a contest that she nolds for the suitors.
Cdysseus then kills the suitors who have been wrecking his house and
homeland. Finally, then, peace and order are restored, and Odysseus
is reunited with his family.

Study GQuestions:

1. Describe Cdysseus' character. What heroic qualities does he dis~
play? You may find that it will be helpful to recall the heroic
virtues that you studied in The Noble Man in Western Culture.

2. If Odysseus is a hero, summarize those episodes in which he dis~
plays heroic virtue.

3. Why does Homer include imaginary creatures like the Lotus~eaters
and the Cyclops? How are they related to Odysseus' character?

L. Does Cdysseus act justly when he kills the suitors? If he does,
explain why.

5., What is the significance of Odysseus' journey? How is his character
related to it?

Before you read about Sir Gawaine and the Saracen, you will find
it helpful to read the following materials which concern the knight and
his duties. The first selection explains the ceremony by which a man
becomes a knight.

B. "The Oath of the Knight! from John of Salisbury's Policratus:

The oath of the knight goes as follows: Each of the men who
wish to become a knight swears by God, his Christ, and the Holy
Spirit and by the power of his king, that he will do those things
which God commands all men to do and to strive after . . . They also
swear. . . that they will do promptly all that the king asks of them,
that they will never desert military life, and that they will never
seek to avoid dying for the sake of the State, of which they are soldiers
When they have sworn this vow, they are given a sword-belf and the
privileges of a knight. . . without this oath, no one caa be called a
knight or assure the duties of a knight.




/'T};e next selection explains what are the knights' duties:

But what is the purpose of a knight who has taken his vows? To
defend the church, to fight against infidels, to reverence the.priest-
hood, to protect the poor from injury, to maintain peace in the country,
and to pour out his blood, or if necessary, to lay down his life,.for
the sake of his fellowmen. The knight has the praises of God-continually
in his mouth and has in his hand a sword so that he may punish nations,
reproach the people, bind kings in fetters and put the noblemen .in
chains. But for what purposes? So that he may serve anger, vanity,:
and avarice, or his own will? Not at 2ll. Rather so that he:may
carry out the task that is given to him, When he does *that, _he .follows
not his own will, but the will of God of angels and of men, all the
time seeking justice and the common good. . ...The knight that -does
these things is a saint. The more loyal he is to his prince, the.more
zealous is he in his faithfulness to God. Moreover, he enhances..and
increases the glory of his own virtue the more faithfully he-seeks the
glory of God in all his actions.

C. From leMorte DiArthur by Sir Thomas Malory:

Now we turn to King Arthur and his noble knights, who after—they
had achieved a great battle against the Romans, entered into Loraine,
Brabant and Flanders, and returned into Haut Almaine, and went over
the mountains into Iombardy, and afterwards into Tuscany where-there
was a city which would not yield or obey. Therefore King Arthur
besieged it and many times assaulted the city. Those within the. city
defended themselves valiantly. Then at a certain time, Arthur called
to himself Sir Florence, z knight, and said to him that they. .lacked
food. Arthur said, "Not far from this place, there are great forests
and woods, in which there are many of our enemies with mamy-beasts.

I want you to make yourself ready and go there and search-for food.
Take with you Sir Gawaine, Sir Wisshard, Sir Clegis, Sir Cleremond,
and the Captain of Cardiff and others, and bring with you-all _the
beasts that you can get there." Immediately these knights made them-—
selves ready, and rode over holts Lwooded hill§7 and hills, through
forests and woods, till they came into a fair meadow full-of fair
flowers and grass. There they rested themselves and their horses
all that night. And the next morning, Sir Gawaine teok his horse *
and stole away from his fellows to seek some adventure. Soon "he was
aware of an armed man riding easily by the side of the woods. His
shield was laced to his shoulder, and he was sitting on a strong
courser /horse/. He had no man with him except a page bearing a mighty
spear. The knight had on his shield three griffins of gold in a2
black circle; the top of the shield was silver. When Sir Cawaine. saw
this well~equipped knight, he made his spear ready for battle and
rode straight towards him. He demanded of him where he was Trom. The
other answered and said he was from Tuscany and demanded -ofSir Gawaine,
"What do you bring proud knight, so boldly? Here you’ get-no_booty;
do what you will, you shall either be my prisoner or-depart." Then
said Gawaine, "You speak proud words. I counsel you in spite-of all
[ your boasting, that you make yourself ready, and equip youfrself before
g greater harm falls to you." Then they took their spears gnd ran at each
other with all the might they had, and pierced each otherjthrough their
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shields into their shoulders. They pulled out their swords and delivered
such great strokes that fire sprang off of their helmets. Then Sir
Gawaine was all embarrassed and with Galtahine, his good sword, he
pierced through the shield and thick coat of mail which was made of
thick plates of metal and broke the; predious stones on the shield.

He gave him such a large"ound thiat one could see both his liver and
his lung. Then the knight groaned, and he attacked Sir Gawaine with
& weak stroke. He gave him a great wound and cut a vein, which
grieved Gawaine much, and he bled much. Then the knight said to Sir
Gawaine, "Bind your wound, for you are bleeding all over your horse
and your fair arms. For all the physicians of Brittany will not be
able to stop your bleeding for whoever is hurt with the blade of this
sword shall never be able to quit bleeding." Then answered Gawaine,
"It grieves me but little; your great words do not frighten me nor
lessen my courage, but you shall suffer much before we depart. Tell
me in haste who may stop my bleeding." "That I may do," said the
knight, "if I want to. I will do so if you will help and aid me to
be baptized and to believe in God. I ask you because you are a good
man and it shall be great merit for your soul." "I will try," said
Gawaine, "if God will help me, to do all you desire. First tell me
what you sought here all alcne. Also tell me where you are from and
who is your lord." "Sir," he said, "my name is Priamus, and my father
is a great prince. He has rebelled against Rome and conquer=d many
of their lands. My father is truly descended from Alexander and
Hector. Joshua and Maccabeaus were of our lineage. I am the lawful
inheritor of Alexandria and Africa and all the isles around them.

Yet I will believe in your Lord. For your labor, I shall give you
much treasuce. I was so proud and haughty in my heart that I thought
no man was equal to me. I was sent into this war with one hundred and
forty knights, and now I have encountered you. Fighting with you

has given me my £ill of fighting. Therefore, sir knight, I ask you
to tell me who you are," "I am no knight," said Gawaine, "I have
been breught up in the household of the noble King Arthur many years;
I took care of his armour and his other clothing. . . . last Christmas
he made me a yeoman, and gave to me a horse and harness and a hundred
pounds. .If fortune is my friend, I hope to be promoted by my liege
lord." "Ah," said Priamus, "if his servants are so keen and fierce,
his knights are more than than good. Now for the king's love of -~
Heaver,, whether you are a servant or a knight., tell me your name.’
"By God," said Sir Gawaine, ™ow I will tell you the truth. My

name is Sir Gawaine, and I am in Arthur's court and in his household.
I am one of the knights of the Round Table that he commissions with
his own hand. Therefore do not be jealous if this good thing happens
to me. It is the goodness of God that gave me my strength.” "Now I
am better pleased," said Priamus, "than if you had.given me alil the
‘wealth of Provence and Paris. I had rather been torn apart with wild
horses than that any servent or knight's attendant should have con-
Quered me. But now, sir knight, I warn you that _nearby are the Duke
of Lorraine with his army and the noblest men of Dolphiny and lords
of lombardy with the garrison of Goddard and Saracens of Southland who
number sixby-thousand good men of arms. Therefore if we do not leave
here, both of us will be harmed, for we are hurt badly and are not
likely to recover. Make sure that my page does not blow his horn,
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for if he does, a hundred knights will be upon me to protect me. If
they take you prisoner, there is no ransom of gold or silver that will

buy your freedom." Then Sir Gawaine and the Saracen rode forth till
they came to his fellows who were in the meadow where they had been
all night. As soon as Sir Wisshard saw Sir Cawaine and saw that he
was hurt, he ran to him weeping sorrowfully. He demanded who had
hurt him and Gawaine told how he had fought with the Saracen and how
each of them had hurt the other. He also said that the Saracen had
salves that would heal them, but he also said, "I can tell you that
soon we shall have many enemies." Then Sir Priamus and Sir Gawaine
dismounted, let their horses graze in the meadow, and unarmed them-
selves. Then the blood ran freshly from their wounds. Priamus took
from his page a phial full of the four waters that came out of paradise
and with a certain balm annointed their wounds. Within an kour after
that, they were both as well as ever; Priamus told them what lords
and knights had sworn to rescue him and that without fail they would
be assailed by many thousands of men. Therefore he counselled them
to withdraw. Then Sir Gawaine said, "It would be a great shame to
leave them without any strokes. Therefore I suggest that we take
our arms and get ready to meet with these Saracens and misbelieving
men. With the help of God we shall overthrow them and have a fair
day on them. Sir Florence shall stay still in this field to keep
watch as a noble knight and we shall not forsake those fellows over
there." "Now," said Priamus, "cease your words, for I warn you that
you shall find in yonder woods many dangerous knights; they will let
loose beasts to fall upon you. They are countless and you have no
more than seven hundred men, which is too few to fight with so many
enemies." "Nevertheless," said Sir Gawaine,"we shall encounter them
once, and see what they can do. The best shall have the victory."

Study Questions:

1. In order to understand this story you will need to find out what
a Saracen is. Priamus is one,

2. Reread the oath that the knight takes and his duties and then
explain why Sir Gawain fights with Priamus.

3. Why does Sir Gawain leave his company and look for adventure?
Is he rash rather than courageous?

L. What is the purpose and significance of Arthur and his knights!
Journey? ,

5. How is Sir Gawain's character related to his adventure?

The Parable of the Frodigal Son.

A certain man had two sons: And the younger of them said to his
father, "Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me."
And he divided unto them his living. Not many days after that, the
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younger son gathered all together and took his journey into a far
country and there wasted his substance with riotous living. And when
he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land and he
began to be in want. And he went and joined himself to a citizen of
that country who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would
fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat, for
no man gave unto him, When he came to himself, he said, "How many
hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I
perish with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and will say
unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, and
am no more worthy to be called thy son. Make me as one of thy hired
servants." And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was

yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran,
and fell on his neck, and kissed him., And the son said unto him,
"Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no
more worthy to be called thy son." But the father said to his servants,
"Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his
hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring hither the fatted calf, and
kill it. Let us eat and be merry, for this my son was dead, and is
alive again; he was lost, and is found." And they began to be merry.

Study Cuestions:

1. Describe the character of the Prodigal Son. What virtues does
he display?

2. Contrast the reasons why Odysseus and the Prodigal Son undertake
their journeys.

3, Why does no one give the Prodigal Son food when he is in the foreign
land?

L. How is the change in his character related to his journey?

"Thumbling" by the Brothers Grimm.

There was a poor peasant who sat one evening by the hearth and
stirred the fire, and his wife sat at the spinning wheel. He said
to her, "How sad it is that we have no children! Tt is so quiet here
and in other houses there is so much noise." '"Yes," answered the wife,
"if we only had one and even if he were as small as my thumb, I would
be satisfied. We would love him with our whole heart." Now it hap-
pened that the wife became sickly and after seven months a child was
born. He was well formed in his body, but he was no bigger than a
thumb. Then they said that it was as they had wishked it to be, and
they named him Thumbling because of his size. They gave him food, but
the child did not become bigger. He remained as small as he was when
he was born, bub he looked about him and understood what he saw; he
soon showed himseli to be a bold and smart fellow, wlio would be fortunate
in whatever he did.
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Cne day the peasant was preparing to go to the forest in order
to cut wood. Then he said that he wanted someone to follow him with
the wagon. Thumbling cried, "0, father, I will bring the wagon. Don't
worry. The wagon shall be in the woods at the time you say." The man
laughed and said, "How can that be? You are much too small to lead
the horse by the bridle." "That matters not," said Thumbling, "if
only mother will harness the horse, I will sit in the horse's ear and
tell him what way he should go." "All right," answered the father,
"we will try it one time." When the hour came, the mother harnessed
the herse, and when she had put Thumbling in the horse's ear, he told
the horse how he should go. The wagon went as though a man were guiding
it for the wagon took the right way to the forest.

Tt happened that when the wagon was turning a corner and Thumbling
called out, "Steady, steady," two strange men came along. One said
to the other, "What is this? There goes a wagon and the driver calls
to the horse, but there is no driver to be seen.” "That is not right,"
said the other, We should follow the wagon and see where it stops."
The wagon, however, went deep into the forest and right to the place
where the wood was being cut. When Thumbling saw his father, he called
to him, "See, father, here I am with the wagon. Now help me down."
The father took hold of the horse with his left hand and with his right
hand lifted his little son out of the horse's ear. Then the son sat
down on a plece of straw in great joy.

When the two strange men saw Thumbling, they were so astonish:d
they did not know what to say. Then one of them took the other aside
and said, "listen, the little fellow could make our fortune if we took
him into a city and charged admission to see him. 'We will buy him."
They went to the peasant and said, "Sell usthe small man. He shall
be treated well." "No," answered the father, "he is the joy of my
heart, and he is worth more to me than all the money in the world."
Thumbling, however, when he heard this, climbed upon his father's skirt,
placed himself on his shoulder, and whispered in his ear, "Father, let
me go now and I will come back again." Then the father gave him to
the two men for a piece of gold.

"there will you sit?" they asked him. "Set me on the rim of
your hat," he replied, "and I will not fall off it." They did what
he wished, and when he had said farewell to his father, they set out
with him, They kept going until it became dark. Then Thumbling said,
nSet me down for a while." The man took his hat off and set Thumbling
down in s field by the road. Then Thumbling sprang up and ran here
and there until he suddenly fell into a mousehole for which he had been
looking. "Good evening, masters, you will have to go home without me,"
shouted Thumbling, and he laughed at them. They ran to where he was
and vushed a stick into the mousehole, but there was no hope, for
Thumbling crawled further and further back. Soon ic was entirely dark
and they had to go home with empty pockets and full of anger.

When Thambi+g noticed that they were gone, he crawled out of the
-~ hole. "It is Qarrerous," said he, "to walk in the field when it is
darlc. Cne might eéven wreak his neck and his legs." Then he climbed
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into an empty snail's shell. "Praise God," said he, "I can spend
the night safely in here." Not long afterwards, when he was near
sleep, he heard two men going past. Cne of them said to the other,
How are we going to be able to steal the parson's gold and silver?!
I know how you can do that," shouted Thumbling. "What was that?"
said one of the shocked thieves, "I heard someone speak." They stocd
still and listened. Then Thumbling spoke again, "Take me with you
and I will help you." "Where are you, then?" asked the thieves.
"Look on the ground and notice where my voice comes from," answered
Thumbling., They finally found him and lifted him up. "You little
man, hew will you help us?' asked the thieves. "Let!s get going,"
answered Thumbling, "I will crawl between the iron bars into the
parsont!s chamber and reach out through the bars whatever you want."
"Good enough," said the thieves, "we will see what you can do."

When they came to the parson’s house, Thumbling crawled into the
chamber and cricd out as loudly as he could, "What do you want?" The
thieves were frightened and said, "Speak softly! Scmeone might wake
up!" But Thumbling acted as if he did not understand and cried out
again, "What do you want? Do you want everything that is here?" The
cook, who slept in the room, heard this; she sat up in bed and listened.
The thieves, however, had run back a little way because they were
afraid. Finally they again got up their courage and thought that
the little fellow teased them. They came back and whispered to him,
"Now hurry up and give us something.” At that, Thumbling once again
cried out as loud as he could, "I will give you everything; reach
your hands in here." The maid, who was listening., heard this quite
clearly, sprant out of bed, and hurried outside., The thieves ran
away and ran as though wild hunters chased after them. The maid,
however, because she was able to find nothing, lit a candle., When
she came back, Thumbling escaped without being seen and hid himself
in the barn. The maid, after she had searched through all the corners
and found nothing, went back to bed because she believed she had
dreamed with her eyes and ears open.

Thumbling hid himself in the hay and found a place in which to
sleep. He wanted to sleep there until it was day and then go home to
his parents, but he had to experience more things, for there is much
trouble and tribulation in this world. The maid got up when day came
and went out tc feed the cattle. First she went in the barn where
she took an armful cf hay--that very bit in which Thumbling lay asleep.
He was so sound asleep that he did not know what was going on. He
did not wake up until he was in the mouth of a cow, which had eaten
him together with the hay. "O, God," cried he, "How did I get in this
mill?" But scon he noticed where he was. He was careful not to get
between the teeth and be crushed, but he soon slid down into the cow's
stomach. "In this room there are no winds," said he, "and no sun
shines down here. I did not bring a light." But things kept getting
worse., As the cow ate more hay, he felt his room growing smaller.
Finally he grew very frightened and cried out as loud as he could,
"Bring me no more hay, bring me no more hay!"
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. The maid was at the moment milking the cow, and when she heard
these words with no one to be seen and knew that it was the same voice
that she had heard in the night, she was so frightened that she fell
off her stool and spilled the milk. She ran with great haste to her
master and cried, "O God, Herr Parson, the cow has been speaking."
"You are crazy," answercd the parson, but he himself went into the
stable to see what was going on. Hardly had he put his foot in the
stable when Thumbling cried out again, "Bring me no more hay, bring
me no more hay!" Then the parson himself was terrified. He thought
that an evil spirit had gotten into the cow and ordered it killed.

The cow was killed. Thumbling was about to be freed, but just then
there happened another unfortunate accident. A hungry wolf ran past
and snatched that piece of the cow in which Thumbling was. Thumbling,
however, did not lose his courage. "Perhaps," he thought to himself,
"the wolf will talk to me." So he cried out from inside the wolf,
"Oh, Mr. Wolf, I know where there is a great feast for you." 'Where
is it to be found?" asked the wolf. Thumbling then told the wolf that
if he would crawl through a gutter, he would find a house where there
would be as much cake, bacon, and sausage as he could eat. Thumbling
was describing his father's house exactly.

The wolf did not wait to be told a second time. In the night,
he crept into the house, and in the larder, he devoured as mach as he
desired. When he had had enough, he wanted to go out again, but he
had become so big that he was unable to go out the same door that he
had come in. Then Thumbling, who had thought of this, began to make
a mighty noise inside the wolf's body, crying and screaming as much
as he could, "Will you be quiet?" said the wolf, "You will wake the
people." '"What," replied Thumbling, "you have eaten enough. Now it
is my turn to make merry." He began anew to cry with all the power
he could muster. At this, his father and mother finally woke up.
They ran to the room and looked in through the holes in the wall. When
they saw that a wolf was in it, the man took up his axe and his wife,.
a scythe. "Stay outside," said the man, when the wife entered the roor.
"If I give him a blow and it does not kill him, you will have to hit
him and cut off his head." Thumbling heard the voice of his father
and cried, "Dear father, I am here; I am in the wolf's body." The
father was filled with joy and said, "God be praised! Our son has
been found." He ordered his wife to take the scythe away so that Thumb-
ling would not be hurt. He raised his axe and hit the wolf on the head
with such a blow that the wolf fell down dead.

Then they found a knife and cut open the body of the wolf and took

out Thumbling. "Oh!", said the father, "what sorrow we have had!"
Yes father," said Thumbling, "I have gone about very much in the world.
Praise God! I breathe fresh air again.” 'Where have you been while
you were gone?" asked the father. "Once I was in a mousehole," said
Thumbling, "another time I was inside a cow, and still another time

. inside a wolf., MNow I will stay with you." "Yes," his parents said,
"We will not sell you again for all the world's riches." Then they
embraced and kissed their beloved Thumbling. They gave him food and
drink and had new clothes. made, for his.ald ones.were-worn. out from
all his.adventures.-
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Study uestions:

1. VUby does Thumbling undertake his journey?

2. Thumbling, like Odysseus and the Prodigsl Son, gets into several
predicaments., Who ig responsible for them?

3. Vhy does the author make Thumbling so small?

L. What talents allow him to escape from these unpleasant situations?
Compare Thumbling's escapes to Odysseus' escape from Folyphemus.

5. The suitors that Cdysseus kills represent barbarism and sloth.
Vhat does the wolf that Thumbling’s father kills represent?

6. Thumbling's adventures are similar to those of the Prodigal Son?
Point out the similarities. Does Thumbling learn anything?

7. There are four distinct episodes in this story. What is the signifi-
© cance of each?

F. "The Three Tanguaged'by the Brothers Grimm

In Switzerland, there once lived a Count who had only one son, The
youth was stupid and was able to learn nothing. So the father said
to him, "Listen, my son, I am not able to pound anytMing into your
head, even though I have tried as hard as I can. You must go away
from here. I will put you in the charge of a famous master who will
attempt to teach you something." The youth was sent into a foreign
city and -emained there wiuh his master for a whole year. After a
Yyear had assed, he returned home. His father asked him, "Now, my
son, what have you learned?" The son said, "Father, I have learned
what the hounds say when they bark." "God hely us," shouted the
father, "is that all that you have learned? I will send you to another
city where you will have another master." The youth was sent away and
remained with this master for a year. When he came back, the father
asked, "My son, what have you learned?" He answered, "Father, I have
learned what the birds say." Then, the father flew into a rage and
said, "O you hopeless man, have you sprent all this precious time and
learned nothing? Are you not ashamed to come before my eyes? I will
send you to a third master, but if you learn nothing this &time, I will
no longer be your father." The son remained with the third master a
whole year, and when he again came home, his father asked, "My sor,
what have you learned?" The son said, "Dear Father, I have learned
during the past year what the frogs say when they croak." Then

the father flew into a very great rage, jumped up, called his people
together, and said, "This man is no longer my son: I have thrown him
out of my house. Take him into the forest and kill him.," The ser-
vants did as they were ordered, but when they should have killed him,
they had pity on him and let him go. Instead they cut out the eyes
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and tongue of a deer so that they could present them to the father
as a sign that they had killed the youth.

The youth wandered away and came to a town where he asked for
a night's lodging. The lord of the town said, "If you will spend the
night beneath the old tower, come in, but I warn you, it is extremely
dangerous for the toweris full of wild dogs which bark and howl contin-
ually. At a certain hour, they must have a man handed over to them
whom they eat up." Now the entire region was head over heels in grief
and sorrow because of the dogs and because there was no one to prevent
the dog's ravages. The youth, however, was without fear and said, "Allow
me to go to the barking hounds and give me something that I can throw
to them; they shall do nothing to me." Because he wished it that way,
they gave him something for the wild animals to eat and lead him to
the tower. When he entered it, the hounds did not growl at him, but
were friendly and crowded around him with wagging tails. They ate
what he had brought for them and harmed him not a bit. On the next
morning, to everyone's surprise, he came back sound and uninjured and
said to the lord of the town, "The dogs have revealed to me in their
language why they bring harm upon the houses and land. They are enchanted
and guard a great treasure which lies under the tower. They camot
be quiet until it is raised. How this is to be done I have likewise
understood from their speech." Then they all rejoiced at what they
had heard and the lord of the town said that he wanted to take him
as his son, if he accomplished the raising of the treasure. He went
again to thetcwer and because he knew what he had to do, he completed
his task and brought back with him a chest full of gold. The howling
of the hounds was never heard again after that night. The hounds
disappeared and the land was freed of the plague.

After a time, it came to the youth's head that he wanted to go
to Rome. On the way, he came to a swamp in which frogs sat and croaked.
He listened and when he heard what they said, he became thoughtful
and sad. Finally he came to Rome where the Pope had just died. Among
the cardinals, there was great doubt about whom should be named the
successor. They decided at last that one would be elected pope who
God designated by a sign. And at the very instant that this was
decided, the youth walked into the church. Suddenly two snowwhite
doves flew down and sat on his shoulder. The cardinals recognized
that it wa= sign from God and asked him if he would become Pope. He
was undeciced and did not know if he was worthy of this, but the doves
said to him that he was, He was anointed and consecrated, and thereby
was fulfilled what he had heard the frogs say on the way and what had
made him so perplexed, that he should become the holy Pope. Then he
had to sing a mass of which he did not know a word, but the two doves
sat on his shoulder and whispered in his ear what he was to say.

Study Questions:

1. Like "Thumbling®, "Three languages" falls into distinct episodes.
What is the significance of each?
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2. What class of society is represented in each of the episodes?

3. What does the author lead us to see about each of these classes?

L. How does the author use the journey to exhibit the virtues and
limitaticns of each class?

5. Why does the youth undertake his journey? How is his journey
similar to thal of the prodigal son?

6. When the Count tells the servants to kill the ycuth, they only
pretend to and bring back the eyes and tongue of a fawn. Is this
similar to any incident in the story about Joseph?

7. Joseph like this youth also goes on a journey. Point out the
similarities of their journeys.

G. Discussion Questions: \
1. Discuss the various heroes about whom you have read. Center your
discussion on the qualities which they share and which distinguish
them from one another. You might want to begin by comparing and |
contrasting each of the heroes with Odysseus and Sir Gawain.

2. Each of the heroes about whom you have read undertakes a journey, ;
but each of the journeys represents a different kind of experience
‘and therefore has a different significance. Discuss each of the.
journeys in order to show how each of the journeys is more than
an adventure story and what kind of experience each of them repre-

sents. It might be helpful to begin with a study of how each hero
is related to his journey.

3. The journey novel hero is usually unlike Odysseus, but much like
the other heroes you have encountered in this unit. Using these
other heroes, characterize the hero which vou will expect to find
in the journey novel.

L. One of the characteristics of the journey novel is that its plot
or story falls into distinct episcdes. After you have studied

"Thumbling" and "The Three Languages," show how these episodes
are related to one another.

ITT. lazarillo de Tormes

lazarillo de Tormes is probably the first journey novel ever written.

Tt pretends to be the autobiography of a young Spanish boy. As he makes
his way through Spanish society in order to find his living. Lazaro,

the hero, encounters many people who represent various classes and pro-
fessions. As you read.this novel, therefore, try to determine what
faults in society are being exposed. You will alsc find it helpful

to keep in mind those short selections which you have read and dis-
cussed. As you read this novel, keep in mind two basic questions:
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Why does the author create a hero like lazaro, and why does he send the
hero on a journey?

A, Study Cuestions:

You will probably find it most helpful to read each chapter as
gquickly as possible and then reread the chapters more slowly in order
to find the answers to the study questions,

Foreword:

1. Why is Iazarillo going to write down the story of his life?
Chapter 1.

1. Why is lazaro's father arrested? lazaro says that his father
"suffered persecution for righteousness' sake." He alludes to
Jesus' statement in Matt. 5: 10: "Blessed are they which are
persecuted for righteousness! sake, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven." What is the author's attitude toward his father's
"bleeding the sacks"? The bleeding of sacks refers to a practice
of millers, whereby they kept some of the flour that they made
from other people's wheat; it amountes to stealing.

2. Why is lazaro's mother punished?

3. What does lazaro learn from the incident in which the blind man
knocks Lazaro's head against the stone wall?

L. The blind man tells Lazaro that "silver and gold have I none; but
I can teach you much of the ways of the world." The author here
alludes to the words of the Apostle Peter. When Peter sees a
lame man, he says, "Silver and gold have I none, but such as I
have I give to you." Peter then heals the lame man and the man
becomes a Christian., What hint about the blind man's character
do these words give? ‘

5, Describe how the blind man makes his living. What does this
description teack us about the man's character?

6. How dces Lazaro manage to stay alive?

7. When lazaro describes how he led his master on the worst: paths on
purpose, he says that he "was glad to lose one eye for the sake
of plucking out two frcm him who had none." Explain this statement.
Tt might be helpful to lmow that the Hebrew people described
justice as an "eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth." On the basis
of Lazara's statement, describe his concept of justice. Who taught
lazaro this kind of justice?

o 8. How does lazaro get free of the blind man? What previous incident
does this parallel?
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Chapter II

1.

2.

3.

L.

5¢

(0

8.

9.

10.

Explain lazaro's statement that he "fell out of the frying pan into
the fire,"

What is lazaro's reaction to the priest's statement, "Take this,
eat, celebrate, for the world is yours. You live a better life
than the Pope." What does the priest mean by this statement?

The priest alludes to the words used in the distribution of the
elements at the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The words come from
I Corinthians 11l: 24 where the Apostle Paul quotes Jesus: "Take,
eat; this is my body which was broken for you; do this in remem-
brance of me." What is the priest's attitude toward the sacrament

of Holy Communion? What does this attitude teach us about his
character?

Supply evidence of lagzaro's changing attitude toward the blind man.
Why does his attitude change?

How does the priest account for his miserliness and his starving
of lazaro?

Why does lazaro pray to the Lord "not that His will be done, but
to carry the patient off from this world"? Iazaro alludes to one
petition of the Iord's Prayer that says, "Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven." What attitude does

lazaro display here? Who is responsible for his having this
attitude? -

Why does lazaro not trylto escape from the priest?

Why does ILazaro describe the tinker as "an angel sent by the hand
of God in that guise"?

When they opened the chestLazaro says that he 'saw the face of God
in the form of loaves of bread." What does he mean? Remember
that the people of lazaro's time said that they believed that

the bread used in the sacrament of Holy Communion became God
during the ritual. Explain how bread has become lazaro's god.

Who is responsible for this atbitude?

Why does Lazaro refer to the food chest as his "breadly paradise"?
The priest, from the author's point of view, should teach lazare
that "men shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that

proceeds from the mouth of God." How does the priest fail to
perform his duty?

lazaro prays that Saint John will strike the priest blind. How
is this prayer related to a previous incident?

Why does lazarc say, "May God send you nine plagues"? Recall that

God sent seven plagues upon the Egyptians when Pharaoh refused
to free the Israclites. How does this parallel explain how lazaro

conceives of his relationship to the priest.? Remember that +hroughout
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the Old Testament the Egyptians are considered thejenemies of
God.

12. lazaro says about the bread in the chest that he '/began to adore
it without venturing to receive it." Explain what lazaro's
attitude is toward the bread.

13. Iazaro says that "God who succors the afflicted | . . brought .-
to my mind a pallative gnd God so willed it thai even in this
matter things went well with me." Does lazaro really believe
that Gods performed these acts? How do you know?

;. Vhy does Iazaro compare himself to Jonah who spent three days in
the belly of a whale? |

Chapter IITL:

1. What does lazarc mean when he says that "charfity had taken wings
and ascended to heaven"? Where should charitiy be? How is this
a comment on the society in which lazaro lives?

/
2. How does lazaro deceive himself about his né¢w master'!s wealth?

3. Describe the way in which the squire deceiyes lazaro about his
financial situation. What is Lazaro's reattion to the squire's
statement that temperance is a virtue?

4. The squire says that "with the new day, God will show his bounty."

Does the squire believe this or is he only mouthing a pious comrin-
place?

. 5. Describe the appearance that the squire/presents to the public.
. Considering his poverty, how would you jcharacterize the squire?
Why does he not sell his fine clothes go that he can buy food?

6. What does lazaro mean when he says: "Ch, Lord, how many of that
kind must thou have scattered about the world, who suffer for the
sake of their faded honor what they would not suffer for Thee"?
What ideal is implied in this statement?

7. What does Lazaro mean when he says tha.t he begged "with God before
my eyes and His name on my tongue"?

'8, Provide examples of lazaro's charity toward his master. Why does
he not engage in roguish pranks against the squire as he does
against the blind man and the priest?

9. Why does the sguire continnally ascribe his difficulties to the
house in which he lives? Does the squire deceive himself?

10. When lazaro hears the wife of the dead man say, "My lord and husband
where are they taking you? To that sad and cheerless abode, to that
dark and gloomy abode, to the abode where none eat or drink," he
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thinks she is referring to hi: master's house, What abode is
she referring to? What does Lazaro's reaction to her state--
ments indicate about his feeling concerning His master's house?

11. The squire left his home in Old Castile because he would not
remove his hat to a neighboring knight. Why did he refuse to

do so? What does his refusal to do so indicate about his
character?

12. Explain the squire's statement that Lazaro doesn't understand:
"These matters of honor, which toeday represent the sole treasure
of well-born men." Show how his concept of honor led him to
leave the comfort of his home and become a kind of beggar. Does
the squire understand honor? If he does explain lazaro's statement

that "for that reason He gives so little thought of keeping you,
for you will not let anyone ask it of Him.,"

13. Explain how the squire's description of what he would do if he
vwere a privy counsellor to an important man criticizes the men
in high offices of the time when Iazaro lived.

14. How does the squire protect his honor when the woman comes to
collect.the rent?

Chapter IV:
1. Describe the character of the friar.

2. VWhy does Lazaro leave him? Lazaro says there were "other reasons".
What might they be?

Chapter V

l. Why is Lazaro's next master called a "pardoner"? It might be help~
ful to find out what "indulgences" and a "papal bull" are.

2. Why is the pardoner so careful about with whom he converses in
Latin? What does his care on this point indicate about his character?

3. ILazaro refers to clergymen "that are ordained by paying money rather
than by studying for holy order". How does the author use this
statement to comment on some of the clergy? Why would someone pay
money rather than study in order to becoms a priest? Who is respon-
sible for this practice? ‘

L. Explain the significance of the baliff's working with the pardoner.
Is this incident believahle and convineing? If not, why does the
author include it?

5. The pardoner claims vhat his indulgence restored the baliff to his
right reason and that he had delivered the baliff from the devil.
This incident parallels a miracle of Jesus! by which He cures a
man who had the "spirit.of an unclean devil':
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And in the synagogue there was a man, which had
a spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out with a
loud voice saying, "Let us alone; what have we to
do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? Art thou come
to destroy us? I know thes who thou art; the Holy
One of God." And Jesus rebuked him saying, "Hold thy
peace, and come out of him." And when the devil had
thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt
him not. And they were all amazed, and spoke among
themselves saying, " What a word is this! for with

authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits,
and they come out,"

Compare and contrast these two incidents. Show how the pardoner
deceives the people. Is the author satirizing the people who

believe the pardoner or the pardoner and clergymen like him? Or
is he satirizing both?

Chapter VI:

1. Iazaro now works for a chaplain. A chaplain is the bishop's
spiritual adviser. Should a Chaplain engage in money-

making enterprises? If he should not, then why does the author
include this scene?

Chapter VII:
l. Why does lazaro leave the service of the constable?

2, How does lazaro's next occupation fulfill the blind beggar's prophecy

that "if anyone in this world is to be blessed with wine, it will
be you"?

3. lazaro's works for the government. Summarize his duties. Why is

it profitable to allow lazaro to handle the sale of wine or anything
that one wants sold? Is Lazaro an honest salesman?

Ls Llazaro would like us to believe that he has changed. Supply evidence
that he really has not.

B. Discussion Questions:

1. The following parable of Jesus is the source for lazaro's name:

There was a certain rich man s Which was clothed in
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day.
And there was & certain beggar named Lazarus,
which was laid at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to
be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's
table; moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.-

And it came to pass, that the beggar. died, and-was’
carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom. The rich
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man also died, and was buried; in hell he lifts up

his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar
off and lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said,
"Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send lazarus,
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and
cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame."

But Abraham said,"Son, remember that thou in thy
lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise
Ilazarus evil things; but now he is comforted, and thou
art tormented. And beside all this, between us and you
there is a great gulf fixed so that they which would
pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass
to us, that would come from thence." Then he said,

"I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest
send him to my father's house; for I have five
brethren; he may testify unto them, lest they also come
into this place of torment." Abraham saith unto him,
"They have Moses and vhs prophets; let them hear them."
And he said, "Nay, father Abraham. But if one went
unto them from the dead, they will repent.”" And he
said unto him, "If they hear not Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though

one rose from the dead."

The name Lazarus means "the Lord has helped." Explain how this
name is appropriate to the character of Lazaro. The rich man's
name in the parable is said to be Dives, which meens "rich man",
Who represents Dives in the story abcut Iazaro? If the author
has this parable in mind when he wrote the story of Iazaro's
life, what does he think will happen to Lazaro? What will happen
tohis masters and the uncharitable people he encounters?

Does lazaro change in the story? If he does, what does he learn?
Who is responsible for his learning?

lazaro is only eight years old when the novel begins. Why does
the author employ such a young character?

Does lazaro become a criminal? If he does not, explain why he
should not be called one. If he does, why does he?

Explain what social class each of the masters represents. Then
show how the author uses lLazaro's acquaintance with them to
expose the faults of those classes.

Lazaro continually talks about God and how God helps him, ILazaro
like others in his society seems to believe what Jesus says they
should.

"And he said unto his disciples,

Therefore I say unto you, take no thought for your
life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what
ye shall put on. The life is more than meat, and
the body is more than rainment. Consider the ravens:
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for they neither sow nor reap; which neither have
storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them, How

much more are ye better than the fowls? And which of
you with taking thought can add to his stature

one cubit? If ye then be not able to do that thing
which is least, why take ye thought for the rest?
Consider the lilies how they grow: They toil not,
they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
If then God so clothe the grass, which is today in
the field, and tomorrow is cast into the oven; how
much more will he clothe you, O ye of little faith?
And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall
drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind., For all these
things do the nations of the world seek after: and your
Father knoweth that ye have need of these things."

lazaro, however, is very much concerned with getting enough bread
to stay alive. Does lazaro really believe that God will provide
for him? If he doesn't why doesn't he? Who is responsible for his
failure to believe in God's goodness?

Iazaro constantly engages in pranks. How are his pranks different
from those of the blind beggar and the pardoner? .Whose are the
most immoral?

The story of lazaro's life falls into distinct episodes which seem
to be unrelated to..each other, Show what relates them to one
another,

Not only is the plot a series of dispointed episodes, but also
lLazaro is'not very heroic., His pranks may be interesting and
humerous, but his character is not the center of the author's
attention., What is the author's purpose in this novel? Once
you have discovered the author's purpose show how the episodes
and the hero relate to that purpose.

Are the author and Iazaro the same percons? Find passages that
indicate that they are not. What does the author know that
Lazaro doesn't ?

IV Don Quixote

Don Quixote calls himself a knight. A knight according to authors -

of Cervantes! time, is one who takes the knightis vow and tries to
fulfill his duties; he also customarily rides upon a horse.. Without
the vow, without striving to fulfill his duties, and without owiing a

norse, a knight is no knight, The knight never rides an ass or a

mile; these animals are reserved for less courageous men., The knight.
rides on a horse because the horse is said to be strong, full of

energy, and bold.- Moreover, horses accarding to many wiiters.often - ...
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display loyalty and good faith to their masters even in the thick
of battle. Therefore, the knight upon a horse is able to do more
in a battle than several fuot soldiers are able to do.

Don _Quixote is the story of a knight who, like Sir Gawain, seeks
adventures, but Don Quixote is stupid and extremely funny. ILike lazarillo
de Tormes, Don Guixote is a journey novel, but unlike it, Quixote is
more complicated and at the same time immensely rewarding, Cervantes
combines elements of the picaresque novel, of which lazarillo is an
example, with elements of the epic and romance. Don Quixote lias a
hero who is more like lazaro than like Odysseus or Aensas. But Don
Quixote is like an upside-down epic hero, especially an upside-down
Aeneas, because both of their stories involve the two themes common
to many epics, namely, love and war.

A, Study Questions:

1. Describe Don Quixcte's physical appearance, his habits, and his
household., What kind of man was he? To what social class does
he belong?

2. What causes Don Quixote to lose his wits?

3. After what does Don Quixote propose to order his life? Specifically
what would be his duties? Reread the selections about the oath
that the knight takes and his duties. Is there anything wrong
with Quixote's desire to "win everlasting honour and renown"?

4. Don Quixote feels that he must have a lady for whom he can perform
his feats of arms. If you reread the selection about the duties
of the knight, you will discover that Don Quixote makes a mistake
at this point. For whom instead of a lady should he undertake his
adventures?

5. Aldonza lorenzo is a "good-looking country lass"; yet Don Quixote
gives her a name fit for a princess or lady of quality. What does
this re-naming of Aldonza suggest about his sanity?

Chapter II:

1. Why is Don Quixote disturbed when he remembers that he has not been
dubbed a knight or has nct taken the knight's oath?

2. Describe the style of Don Quixote's speech to himself as he leaves
la Mancha. Why does he call the sun Apollo and dawn Aurora?

3. Reread the introductory remarks about this novel and then explain
why Don Quixote deliberated for four days as to what he.would name

his steed and why he begs the recorder of his feats not to neglect
Rozinante.

L. Why do the women at the inn find Don Quixote so humorous? Pay
particular attention to the.style -of Don Quitote's speech,
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Chapter III:

I. The innkeeper tells Don Quixote that he was a knight in his youth.

Supply evidence that the innkeeper was something less than an ideal
knignt.

2., The innkeeper says that the "chief point of the knighting ceremony
consisted in the accolade (or the embrace) and the tap on the
shoulders." The author says that Don Quixote believed this. Explain
how Don Quixote has misunderstood the significance of the knighting
ceremony.

Chapter IV-V:

1. Don Quixote, like every good knight, has devoted himself to seeing
that justice prevails in his kingdom. What does the incident of
the farmer beating Andrew and Don Quixote's consequent intervention
reveal about Don (uixote's sense of justice and his effectiveness as
a minister of justice?

2. After he has rescued Andrew, Don Quixote "was full pleased with
himself,” What motivated Don GQuixote? Is it his desire to seek
Justice and the common good or does he seek after his own glory
and renown? What should be the case?

3. Why does Don Guixote attack the traders? Are his reasons sound?

L. When Don Quivote's neighbor discovers Don Quixote lying upon the
ground, Don Guixcte engages in long ornate speeches in imitation
of knights about whom he had read. Cervantes says that "it must
have been the devil himself who supplied his memory with such
speeches," Vhat does this statement indicate about the author's
attitude toward books about chivalry?

5. VWhy does the housekeeper assign the books of chivalry to the |
Devil and Barabbas? Who is Barabbas? She says that those books |
"have ruined the finest mind in all Ia Mancha." Are we to trust |
her judgment of Don Quixote's qualities prior to the influence 1
of the books about chivalry? |

Chapter VI:

l. Why is the burning of the books called a "high and mighty inquistion"?
What is an inquisition? The niece said in the preceding chapter
that the books deserve to be "burnt as hereties" and calls them
"excommunicated volumes." Perhaps these descriptions of the books
suggest why the book burning is called an inquisition.

2. What is the significance of this incident? Are the curate, barber,
the niece, and the housekeeper "against" the ideals of chivalry?
If not why do they condemn these books?

 ERIC
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3, FExplain the niece's observation that "many who go for wool come
home shorn"., Why does she object to Don Quixote!s roaming in search
of adventure? Reread the materials about the knight, especially
those on the knight's allegiance.

L. What are Sancho's motivations for wanting to be a squire? Do they
conform to the c¢hivalric ideal?

5, What attitude is implieit in Den Quixote's advice to Sancho that
although God will do what suits Him best, "do not humble yourself

so far as to be satisfied with anything less than the title of
lord-Iieutenant”?

Chapter VII:

1. The sdventure with the windmills is extremely humorous. What makes
it humorous? How does Don Cuixote account for the windmills being
windmills? What does his belief in magic indicate about his char-
acter?

2, Sancho says that Don Cuixote has "windmills in his brains". What
does he mean? Describe Sancho's attitude towards Don Quixote's
act. Who is right, Don Guixote or Sancho?

3. Don Quixote thinks that Freston changed the giants into windmills
to deprive him of glory, but Don Quixote is convinced that his
"doughty sword" will prevail over his acts. Earlier in this
chapter Don Quixote has characterized his war as "righteous" and
has said that he will remove "so foul a brocd from off the
face of the earth" that God will bless his service, 1s Don
Quixote decciving himself? Are the windmills really windmills?
If they are not, may Freston really exist?

L. Compare and contrast Sancho and Don Guixote. What things are
" important to each?

5, When Don Quixote sees the black coach and two friars, what wrong
does he seek to punish? Sancho warns him not to try to attack
the monks because the devil may lead him astray. Does Sancho's
attitude reflect that of the author?

6. The monks whom Don Quixote attacks are monks of the order of Saint
Benedict. Describe their apparel. These monks are supposed to
have contempt for the follies of the world and to confine them-
selves to.the.cloister. What is wrong with their apparel? They
are not to wander about in the world because there they encounter
dangerous incitements to vanity. Explain then the significance
of Don-Cuixote's attacking themn.

7. When Don Quixote discovers that his helmet has been broken by
‘ the Biscayan, he swears "by the Creator of all things and by all
= that is written in the four holy gospels" to seek revenge against
the Biscayan. What motivates him to make such an oath? How
does Sancho react to this oath?
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Chapter VIII:

1.

2.

3.

L.

5.

Summarize and explain Don Cuixote's speech about the Golden and

Iron Age. What criticisms of society are implicit in this speech?
What is Don Cuixote's conception of knighthood? Must you now reassess
at least partially earlier judgments about Don Quixote? Or is he
simply giving lip service to an ideal which he does not actually
hold? .

The author says that the moral to be learned from Don Quixote!'s
encounter with the Yanguesans is that "we may learn how unmercifully
pack-staves can batter and bruise when they are wielded by wrathful
master." Is the author serious? If not, why does he say this?

What should the moral be?

Explain the logic by which Don Quixote argues that Sancho will
have to fight all men who are knights, Is this a departure from
the knight's duties? Is Don Quixote practical at least from his
point of view? What about Sancho's reply? With whom does the
author want the reader to agree? What is Don Quixote's attitude
toward the lower classes?

Explain the significance of Don Cuixote's having to ride on Sancho's
ass. What is the meaning of Don Cuixote's comparing himself to
"good old Silenus"?

Why is Sancho described as groaning thirty times, sighing sixty
times, and cursing one hundred and twenty times?

Chapter IX:

1.
2.

3.
Lo

5

Why does Sancho lie about how he and Don Quixote were injured?

Explain Sancho's characterization of the knight~errant. Is he
right?

How do you ascount for Sancho's continual hope for a kingdom?

Don Quixote says, '"Would to high heaven that lLove had not enthralled-
me and subjected me to his laws, and to the eyes of the beautiful,
ungrateful Dulcinea, whose name I whisper to myself else would the
eyes of this beauteous damsel here bereave me of my freedom." Who

is the god of love that has subjected Don Quixote to his laws?

What is the significance of Don Quixote's statement?

When Don Quixote says that fortune never wearies of "persecuting
the virtuous," he refers to himself. Is he virtuous? Is Don .
Quixote a pawn in the hands of fortune or has he voluntarily
committed himself to it?

What is the significance of Don Quixote's inability to obey the
officer's command to assist the cause of justice?
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Chapter X:

1.

2.

3.

5,

How does Don GQuixote account for the troubles he and Sancho have
encountered at the inn? Does the author expect us to believe him?

In his speech to the innkeeper, Don Quixote promises to repay the
innkeeper by protecting him or avenging his enemies. What is the
innkeeper's response? Is the innkeeper such a crass materialist
that he prefers money to justice?

Explain the logic by which Don Quixote argues that he does not have
to pay his bill., How is the reader to react to this argument? Does
Don Quixcte turn the chivarlric ideal upside down in order to get
out of an unpleasant situation?

Comment on the justice of Sancho's treatment at the hands of the
needlemakers. Why does the author have this happen to Sancho rather
than to Don Quixote?

Explain the author's comment that the blanketeers were fthe kind
of people who would not have cared two farthings for Don Quixote
even had he been one of the knights-errant of the Round Table."
What attitude toward the blanketeers is implicit in this statement?

Chapters XI-XII:

1.

2.

3.

L.

5.

Comment on Sancho's desire to return to his village and to cease
hunting for adventures and on Don Quixote's reply that there is
no pleasure equal to winning a battle and triumphing over one's
enemy. Has Don Quixote ever won a battle or triumphed? Why has
Sancho become disillusioned sbout knighthood?

Reread the author's comments on Don Quixote's description of the
imagined armies. What is the author's attitude toward books of
chivalry?

Explain why Don Cuixote thinks he should attack the imagined army.
What is Sancho's reaction?

Don Quixote again explains his misfortune by referring to an enchanter.
How would you explain his misfortune? Is Don Quixote completely mad?
If he is, explain why he does not let Sancho follow the herd of

sheep to see if they assume the shapes of giants and enemies?

Corment on hero's speech in which he says "for God, who provides
for all, will not desert us, especially being engaged, &s we are,

in His service." Is Don Quixote really engaged "in His service"?

If he believes what he says here, why does he continually discourse
on fortune? i

One of tlLe duties of the knight is to reverence the priesthood.
How does Don Guixote fail to fulfill that duty in the incident
with the corpse and the mourners?
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7. How is the title "Knight of the Rueful Figure" appropriate to Don
Guixote?

8. How does Sancho's statement that "it is not right to tempt God by
undertsking such a monstrous exploit, out of which you cannot
eéscape except by miracles" apply to Don Quixote? Is Don Quixote
as courageous as he thinks he is or is he rash?

9. Don Quixote attributes to God his desire to undertake this adventure.
Does Don Quixote really believe this or does he use it as an excuse
because he thinks Sancho will believe him?

Chapters XIII-XIV:

1. Describe Don Quixote as a minister of justice in the incident con-
cerning the freeing of the prisoners. Is he being a good knight?
Is Don Quixote restoring the Golden Age and destroying the Iron
Age?

2. Explain how Sancho's rride in his "Smattering of good government"
is destroyed when Gines de Pasamonte steals his ass.

3. Describe the reactions of Don Quixote and Sancho to the rortmanteau
that they find. What virtues or vices does each exhibit?

L. Summarize the goatherd's description of the fugitive in the mount~-
ains. fAre there any similarities between this description and Don
Quixote?

5+ Summarize Cardenios' story. Why doesn't the author allow hin to
finish it at this point?

Chapter XV:

1. Don Quixote says that Amadis of Gaul was one of the most perfect
of all the knights~errant he says further that Amadis "especially
displayed his brudence, worth, courage, patience, constancy and
love when he . , . retired to do penance. . . after Lady Oriana
had disdained his love." Does Don Quixote understand the nature
of the virtues he talks about and the duties of the knight? If
he does, explain how the knight can practice these virtues by
withdrawing from society? Penance is a religious term that means
the confession of sin and purposing tc amend one'slife. Amadis
does penance, not to God, but to his Iady. What does Don Quixote's
intention to imitate Amadis show about his understanding of
religion?

2. Explain Don Guixote's statement that "a knight-errant who goes mad
for a good reason deserves no thanks or gratitude; the whole point
consists in going mad without cause e ¢« ¢« o Mad I am and mad I shall
remain until you return again. . . " Is this statement consistent
with the character of Don Quixote?
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Describe Don Quixote antics as he does penance. Are they con-
vincing?

Why is Sancho surprised when he learns that Dulinea del .Tobosois
really Aldonza Lorenzo? Why does he allow Don Quixote to think
that she is a princess?

Chapter XVI:

1.

2.

3.

Compare Sancho's version of Don Quixote's letter with the original
one., Why is it so humorous? °

Why does the curate tell Sancho that he talks "like a wise man"
and that he will "act like a good Christian”? Has Sancho's asso-
ciation with Don Quixote affected his mind?

Summarize the way in which the barber and curate plan to rescue
Don Quixote from his madness. Why do they go to such lengths to
rescue him? .

Account for Cardenio's madness. Cardenio compares himself to Lot--
"I vode out of the city like another Lot, not daring to turn back
and look at it again." The story of Lot can be found in Genesis
19. Why does Cardenio say that he did not dare turn back and look
at it again? What judgment upon the city is implicit in his state-
ment?

Chapter XVII:

1.

2,

3.

e

5.

Don Quixote says, "I am happier in the company of these crags than

in the society of faithless man, for nobody on earth can advise me

in my difficulties, or redress my wrongs." Why has he become &
misanthrope? Why does he not trust society? Has he allowed his
grief over his love affzir to keep him from fulfilling duties that be-
Teng to him as a citizen? What judgment against scciety is implieit
in these words? Ageinst Don Quixote?

Describe the character of Don Fernando. Hew are we supposed to
react to him? What class of men does he represent?

When the curate tells Sancho that Dorthea is a princess and wishes
Don Cuixote to rid her country of a giant, the curate is amazed

at Sancho's simplicity and his likeness to his master. Has Sancho
changed since the beginning of the novel? Supply specific incidents
to support your answer.

What is Sancho's response to Don Cuixote's granting Dorthea's
pretended wish? Is there any indication that Sancho would not
make a good governor?

What trait does Don Quixote display when he believes that the curate
miraculously replaces the barber's beard? Vhy does he continue to
believe in magic?
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Chapter XVIII:

1.

2.

Don Quixote says he is a "sworn enemy cf flattery." Find evidence
in this chapter and preceding ones that shcws he is not and that
he continually flatters himself.

The curate tells Don Quixote that the barber!s beard is false. Yet
Don Ruixote says nothing. What does this indicate about Don's
character?

Examine the curate's comments on Don Quixote's freeing the prisoner's.
What assumptions does he make about the duty of the knight?

What is wrong with Don Quixote's reply to the curate's comments?
How do thsy differ in their ¢oncept of knighthood? With whom are
we to agree?

Dorthea and all the company except Sancho make fun of Don Quixote
although they pretend to be serious. Find other examples of the
same kind of thing in previous chapters. Are we to feel sorry for
Don Quixote? If not, why not?

Dorthea and the curate continually flatter Don Guixote. Does he
object now as he did earlier? Support your answer with details.

What is Sancho's reaction to Don Quixote's refusal to marry Dorthea?
What trait of character does he display?

Find evidence in this chapter that Don Guixote is not always mad.
To what does the curate attribute his madness? What judgment is
the author making on books about chivalry? Is he condemning
chivalry too?

Chapters XIX-XX:

1.

Describe the characters of Sancho and Don Quixote as they are
revealed in the conversetion about Sancho's talking to Dulcinea.
Who has the better imagination?

Why does Sancho persist in lying to Don Quixote? Is there any
indication that Don Guixote knows he is lying?

Summarize the incident in which the boy Andrew reappears. How does
Andrew's story expose Don Quixote's misconception of justice and
of knighthood?

Why do the landlord, his wife and his daughter and Maritoines like
to read books of Chivalry? The author says in other places in
Donn Quixote and in his other works +that a novel should both
entertain and teach., The entertainment is not as important as the
teaching, for the novel is to lead to the salvation of the soul.
Is the author, then, criticizing the landlord's and his family's
understanding of boocks of chivalry? How are they different from
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Don Quixote? Is there any indication that the landlord might become
another Don Quixote?

Chapter XXI:

1.

Describe how Don Fernando and Dorthea, Cardineo and Iuscinda are
reunited. Why are they happily reunited when Don Guixote is never
united with lady Dulcinea? Why does this incident take place in
the inn? How will the barber and curate have to change their plans
in order to get Don Quixote home?

Chapter XXII: RN

1.

2.

L.

What are the consequences of the preceding incident for Sancho?
How does he react? How does Don Quixote react?

Summarize Don Quixote's speech at the supper-table. Are we supposed
to believe him when he says that feats of arms are more exalted
than the writing of boois about justice? Recall that in the first
chapter Cervantes tells that Don Cuixote had often wanted to wiite
romances but took to arms because of other plans and purposes of
greater moment. Also it might be helpful to know that Cervantes
himself loved the military life and only turned to writing after

he had lost the use of his left hand because of a war injury.

According to Don Quixote, what is the purpcge of knighthocd?

Why is this speech so humorous in the mcuth of Don Guixote? Describe
the language? How does it differ from the language of the other
characters? Is it appropriate to the situation?

How does his audience react to his speech? How does this aid us
in evaluating Don Quixote's speech?

Chapter XXIII:

Lo

3.

©
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In this chapter Don Cuixote praises Dulcenia as he often does. Who
should he be praising? What does his praise of Dulcenia indicate
about his understanding of knighthood?

What does Cervantes reveal about Don Quixote when the girls leave
him hanging by his arms all night? Examine Don (uixote's
reaction to this trick.

It seems that Don Quixote is going to establish peace in the court
yard and thereby become a good knight. What prevents his doing
so? What is wrong with his statement the knight's law "is their
sword, their charters their courage, their statutes their own
will"? Why is this speech ironical? What should be the case?

Why is Don Quixote not arrested? What judgment of society is
implicit in this act?
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Chapter XXIV:

1. Why is Don Quixote brought home in a cage? How does he account

for this embarassing situation? How is this an appropriate end
to Don Quixote's adventure?

2. Don Quixote is treated like an animal. Is the author satirizing
the society which treats him in this way?

3. Provide evidence that Sancho has become completely mad. Pay
Farticular attention to his speech about Don Quixote.

Part II
1.
1. Summarize Don Quixote's plan for defeating the Moors. What is his
sole purpose in life? Has Don Quixote learned anything?

2. Explain Sancho's remarks about having been deluded and led rambling
over hill and dale. Has he learned anything?

3. How is Don Quixote's speech about his being the head and Sancho
one of his members a parody of the traditional Christian notion that
Christ is a head of the church and the church is his body? Is
Don Guixote's explanation that he suffers with Sancho in spirit,
if not in body, convincing? Does Don Quixote consider himself
a Christ?

L. What is Don Quixote's opinion of himself? What do the people of the
village think of him? How does he explain their opinion?

5. Why are the comparisons between Don (mixote, Julius Caesar, Alexander
the Great, and Hercules so humorous?

6. Vhy is it ironic that a Moor should have written the-story about
Don Quixote?

7» Don.Quixote suddenly finds himself .famous. Does he understand why
people enjoy the first part of his story? Is his fame what he
thinks it is?

8. What does Sancho say his purpose is as Don Quixote's squire?
II.

1. What is Sancho's wife's attitude toward his being a squire and
hoping to be a governor of an island?

2. Provide evidence that Sancho has become pompous and proud. Pay
particular attention to the speech beginning "This enough if God
understand.. . ." Compare this speech with Sanchofs speeches
in Part I, VII. -
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3. What attitude toward society does Teresa display when she and
Sancho discuss the marriage of their daughter? Why does the author
call this conversation irrelevant?

L. What is the difference between a courtier and a knight-errant?
Which does Don Quixote consider more valuable? Why?

5, The niece says that Don Quixote should be a preacher. Who said
this before? Why does the niece think iie should be one?

6. Why is it significant that Don Quixote was born under the influence
of the planet Mars? What qualities of character does he have
because of this fact?

7. Why does Don Quixote undertake the toils and dangers of knighthood?

8. Why does the niece say that Don Quixote could build a house as
easily as a cage? What incident is chc referring to?

9. Why doesn't Don Quixote give fixed wages to his squire?

10. How does Samson incite Don Quixote to resume his journeys? Does
he play on Quixote's vanity?

III.

1. Why does Don CQuixote talk about envy? Why does he say it is the
root of countless evils and the cankerworm of the virtues?

2. When Sancho says '"naked, I was born, naked I am, I neither lose
or win," he compares himself to Job. Read the first chapter of
Job and explain why Sancho thinks of himself as a Job.

3. How does Sancho trick Don Quixote into believing he has found
Dulcenia? What does this incident reveal about their characters?
How is it related to their former episodes?

L. Explain the humor in Sancho's speech about how Don Quixote "rights
wrongs, gives food to them that are thirsty and drink to them that
are hungry." Compare his statement to Jesus' statement in Matthew
25: 35: "For I was hungry, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty,
and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger and ye took me in." What
comment does the author make about Don Quixote in this statement?

5. Don Quixote says, "Truly was I born to be an example of misfortune
and a target at which the arrows of adversity are aimed." Compare
his statement to David's statements about arrows in Psalm 38: 2
"For thine arrows stick fast in me and thy hand presseth me sore."
For David the arrows are from God and goad him to become better.
How does Don Quixote view his arrows?
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6. Sancho says that "sadness was made for men and not for beasis, but
if men let themselves give way too much to it, they turn into
beasts."Explain this statement and show how it is applicable to
Don Guixote.

7. Describe the cart of death., Why is it compared to the boat of
Charon? Why is Cupid in the cart of Death?

1. Explain Don Guixote!s observations about drama and life. How is
this a defense of the way he actis? Are all men, in a sense, like
Don Quixote?

2. Summarize the cogversation between Sancho and the Knignt of the
Wood!s squire, Pay particular attention to Sancho's speech about
the possibility &f Don Quixote becoming an ecclesiastical kright.
What does this speech reveal about Sancho? .

3+ The squire of the Knight of the Woods says if the blind lead the
blind, both are in dunger of falling into the ditch. Jesus
makes this same statement about the Pharisees. What judgment
of Don Quixote and Sancho is implicit in this statement?

4. Summarize the speeches of the two knights. Why do they decide
to fight? Is it a good reason? Is Don Quixote righting a wrong
and administering justice? If not, what motivates him?

5. Deacribe the battle between the knights and the squires. Why daes
the author use such fancy language to describe the dawn? Why is it
so humorous? Why did Samson disguise himself as a knight?

6. What is the significance of Cecial's and Samson's discussion about
madness? How does it apply to Don Quixote?

V‘VI .

1. Describe Don Quixote's adventure with the lions. He claims to
display courage. Does he?

2, Summarize the events at the wedding feast. What is the meaning
of the dance around the Castle of Modesty?

3. Explain Sancho's speech about death. How does it fit into this
scene? Is it humorous even if it is about death?

L. UWhy does Basilio pretend to kill himself? Reread the priests
comments, What is wrong with Basilio? What is wrong with Don
Guixote's remarks?

; 5., OSummarize Don Quixcte's remarks on marriage. How do you judge tnem?
- Pay particular atitention to the statement that "the good woman does
not win a good name by being good, but by appearing so."
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6. Describe what he saw in the cave. What does Don Cuixote learn
from his adventure?

VII:

4

1. Describe the lad whom Don Quixote and his companions encounter.
Why does Don Quixote praise him? Are we to take his praise
seriously? Fay particular attention to Sancho'ls observation
that Don Quixote did not believe the inn was a castle.

2. Summarize the episode about the ape. Why does Don Quixote suspect
that Master Peter has been associated with the devil? Explain his
speech about the foreknowledge of God and the devil.

3, Summarize the action at the puppet show. Recall Don Quixote's
speech about plays in Chapter X. How do you account for his
attacking the puppets? What mistake has he made? How does he
excuse himself?

L. This incident reveals much of the cause of Don Quixote's madness.
Remember that Don Quixote unlike Cervantes became a soldier only
after much reading. Provide examples from preceding chapters
that show Don Quixote knows nothing of real soldiers and battles.
but has only read about them.

5. Who is Master Peter? Why does he wish to have nothing to do with
Don Quixote? |

VIII:

1. Summarize the episode at the Castle. How do the Duke and Duchess
know about Don Quixote? How is Don Quixote's falling off his
horse an indication of the kind of adventures he will have?

2. Provide evidence that the Duke and Duchess mock Don Quixote.
What do they think of him ard Sancho?

3. Vhat is the meaning of Sancho's story about the gentlemen and the
labourer? What does it imply about Sancho's conception of himself
and of Don Quixote?

L. What is the significance of the ecclesiastic's remarks to the Duke
and to Don Quixo:ie? What are the implications of his statement?
Who does he say is responsible for Don Quixote's madness?

5. Why do Don Quixote and the Duke compare the ecclesiastic to a woman?
What is the author's attitude toward the ecclesiastic? Is he
satarizing him? Is he satirizing Don Quixote?

6. Is there any indication that Sancho has gone completely mad?

7. Why s the incident about the washing of Don Quixote's beard so
humorous? What does it reveal about his knowledge of courtly
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manners? What should he have done with the water? Why is Sancho
so upset abou® the washing of his beard?

8. Is Don Quixote's description of Sancho accurate?

X,

1. 1Is Sancho's description of Don Quixote accurate?

2, How does Sanch> react to the Duchess' suggestion that it is he
who is mad? Is his explanation satisfactory?

3. Describe the way in which the disenchantment of Dulcinea is to
take place. How does it reveal Sancho's character?

X:

1. Describe the letter Sancho writes to his wife., Does it sound
like a letter written by a good and wise governor?

2. Is Don Quixote's advice to Sancho good? What virtue is implicit
in his advice? Is Don Quixote's comment about Sancho's proverbs
correct?

XI:

1. How are we to resrond to Sancho's judgments?

2. Why is Sancho compared to Solomon? See I Kings 3: 36-46.

3. How does Sancho's justice differ from Don Quixote'!s in Part I?

4. Is Suncho's criticism of the physician justifiable? Who is being
satirized here?

5. Why does Sancho propose to close down the gambling halls?

XII-XIII:

1. What is the significance of the bellrand cats incident? What are
the consequences for Don Quixote?

2., Do the various reactions of Sancho's family and friends to his
being governor reveal their characters? What sort of characters
are Teresa and Sanchia?

3. Why does. Sancho give up his governorship? What has he learned?

XIV:

1. :Why does Don Quixote object to the book that has been written about

him?
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2. Summarize the episode with Rogue. Describe the Rogue as a knight.

3. Why does Samson Carrasco disguise himself as the Knight of the White
Moon? Is the author's device to get Don Quixote back to his home
convincing?

XV:

1, Is Don Quixcte correct when he says "I, for my part, have been
the maker of mine (i.e. my fortune), but because I did not act |
with all the prudence necessary, my presumptions have brought 1
me shame?" What has he learned from his adventures?

2. Is there any evidence that Don Quixote has come tc his senses
and left off his madness?

3. Describe the home coming of the heroes.. Why does Don purpose to
bccome a shepherd?

XVI:
1. What is Don Quixote's final judgment on chivalry books?

2, Is there evidence that Sancho has not completely recovered his
senses? |

3. What does Don Quixote think of his adventures? How does his judgment
help us to know how to interpret the rest of the novel?

L., How is the last line of Samson's epitaph, "To live a fool and die
a sage,"a summary statement of this novel?

B, Discussion guestions on Don Guixote:

i. Don Quixote is always concerned about his armor., In the first
chapter the author describes in detail how the hero obtains a
suit of armor. What dees Don Quixcte's armor represent? Perhaps
it will be helpful to know that the significance of the knight's
armor was understood in the light of this passage from St. Paul:

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God,

that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day,

and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore,

having your loins girt about with truth, and having

on the breastplate of righteousness; and your feet

shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

above all, taking the shield .of faith, wherewith ye
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and thn sword
of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

[R&C‘
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Is Don (umixote's armor the "full armor of God"? How do you
know? How is the later incident in which Don Quixote steals
the barber's basin related to this conception of the knight's
armor? What does the fact that Don Quixote's armor belonged
to his great-grandfather and that there is rust on his armor
tell the reader about Don Guixote?

2. Compare lazaro and Don Quixote as journey-novel heroes. Why do
the two authors create such different heroces?

3, Don Quixote seems to be victimized by society just as Thumbling
is; try to determine if he really is victimized. Why does he get
jnto these situations? Is the author satirizing Don Quixote,
the apparent victimizers, or both at the same time?

L. Determine why the author writes ths first chapter in which he
describes Don Quixote. How is it related to the rest of the
book? What is the significance of Don Quixote's misconception
of knighthood? He devotes himself to Dulcinea; to whom should
he devote himself?

5, Characterize Don Quixote's attitude toward society. What wrongs |
does he see? How does he try to right those wrongs? Is he
successful?

6. What causes Don Quixote to go mad? What is Cervantes' attitude
zoward novels of chivalry? Is his attitude toward chivalry the
same as his attitude toward the novels? What does he think
of people who fail to make a distinction between literature or
fiction and real life?

7. Discuss the episode in which Don Quixote "rescues" Andrew. How
is this attempt at dispensing justice an ironic moment of
Don Quixote's wrong-headedness?

8. What is the significance of Don Quixote's journey? How does
the author use it as a satiric device?

9. Try to determine Cervantes attitude toward chivalry. Is he against
chivalry or against the perversion of it?

10. Why does Don Quixote explain his misfortunes by referring to
enchanters? Does he know that he is deluding himself? If he
does, what does this indicate about him?

11. Center your attention on the incident in which Don Quixote frees
the prisoners. What is his conception of justice? Is it a good
kind of justice? What would happen if everyone thought like him?
Why does Cervantes satirize the administration of justice?

i2. Explain Sancho's role in Part I. Is he a good man? Does he
become corrupted? What kind of man does he represent? What
does he live for?- Should he have gone with Don Quixote?
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13. Explain the relationship of the stories of Cardenio and the others
to the rest of the novel.

Part II

1. How does Don Quixote change in Part II? Does he still deceive
himself? Is it the same kind of deception as in Part I?

2. Does Sancho change? What does he learn from governirg his "island"?
Why does he believe that Dulcinea 1is enchanted? What does this
reveal zhbout the change in his character?

3, Desrribe the Duke and Duchess. What is Cervantes satirizing
through them? What about the ecclesiastic and the duenna?

L. What is the significance of the descent into the cave of Montesimos?

5. Is the conclusion of the novel satisfactory? What problem does
Cervantes face as he tries to end the novel? If you find the
ending unsatisfactory, provide a better one.

6. Try to determine what Cervantes thinks would be an ideal society.

V. Gil Blas

A.

Gil Blas is the story of a young Spanish boy who, like the youth
in "Three languages,"is sent away from home to go to school, and like
the youth, he never learns what he is surposed to learn. Instead
of studying at the university and undertaking a traditional education,
Gil Blas learns about the world. He is continually introduced to
various kinds of men and women who teach him not gramwar, logic, and
rhetoric, but the way people become hypocritical, greedy, and cruel
in order to get along in the world. The author creates a hero in
order to show how society can corrupt even the man who attempts to
remain moral and good. Below you will find reading or study questions
that will help you discover why Le Sage, the author, creates a character
like Gil Blas and why he sends him on a journey.

Study Questions:
Gil Blas to the reader

1. What is the point of the short tale that Gil Blas tells? Why is
it so funny that the epitaph says "Here lies interred the soul . .?"

2. How does Gil Blas want the reader to regard the story of his life?
Is his story merely to entertain his reader?

Chapter I:

1. Characterize Gil Perez in your own words. What indication is there
that he never took his priesthood seriously?
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2. Supply evidence thét Gil Blas is a bit of a rogue even this early
in the story.

3. How do you react to the advice of Gil's parents? Do you think
he will heed their advice? If not, why?

Chapter II:

l. What is Gil's first encounter with the world outside his home?
How is it a comment on vices in society?

2. 'Why is the innkeeper so courteous to Gil? What does Gil learn
from this experience with the imkeeper?

3. What does the fine-appearing gentlemen teach Gil Blas? What is
Gil's reaction?

Chapter IIIX:

1. Why is the young woman compared t¢ Iucrece?

2. Why does the author speak of Endymion and Disna and Acteon?
Does he consider the young tradesman, his bride, and the muleteer
worthy.of comparison to these mythical characters? If not why does
he so compare them?

3. Why does.Gil Blas compare himself to a trapped rat?

Chapter IV:

1. Describe Leonarda. Why is her advice to Gil so terrifying?

2. When do you first discover that the men Gil encountered are
bandits?.- Why does the author have Gil fall in with Bandits?

Chapter V:

l. Why does Rolandc compare the bandits hiding place to a monastery?
Is the author criticizing the monasteries?

2. Comment on Rolando's advice to Gil. Is it good advice? If so,
why?

3. Why does Gil play the hyrocrite? Why does he lie to the men?

L. When Gil refers to "my office as cupbearer!" he alludes to
Ganyemede who was the cupbearer of the Greek gods. Why is this
allusion.so funny?

Chapter VI-VII:

1. What is the attitude of the author toward the Dominican friar? Why
does he say that riding on a mule is "contrary to the customs of
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those pious fathers?"
2. How does Gil feel as he begins to rob the friar?

3. Should the friar carry money? If he should not, why does this
friar?

L. What is a scapulary? Why do the bandits Joke about its being

appropriate to them? What criticism of the monk is implied in
their joking?

5. Why does Rolando advise Gil Blas not to try robbing clerics again
for a while?

Chapter VIII-IX:

1. Summarize the history of Donna Mencia. Why does the author ineclude
it? |

2. Why are Gil Blas and Donna Mencia arrested? What is there to

indicate that the officers of the law are corrupt? How are they
worse thar the bandits?

3. Why does the muleteer deny the truth of Gil's story?
Chapter XII:

1. Why is Gil Blas not happy at being freed from prison?

2.. Explain why Gil Blas has "nothing to say against the laws" of his
country, but says that he wishes "their officers would take after
them." Why does the author have Gil say this? What evidence is
there that the law officers are thoroughly dishonest?

Chapter XIII:

1. How does Domna's second husband trest her? Does the history of Donna
show how women were victimized by society?

Chapter XIV:

l. How is Gil Blas victimized by the broker? Do you believe Gil
Blas when he says that the broker felt sorry for him?

2. Why does Gil compare himself to a peacock? What does a peacock
symbolize? Perhaps it would help you to recall the common phrase

"as proud as a peacock." What does this comparison tell us about
Gil Blas?

3. What is the landlord's advice to Gil Blas? What criticism of
noblemen is implied in this speech?
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Chapter XV:

1, Is there any indication that Ambrose did not go to church as he
. claimed?

2, Why does Gil call the landlord's candles "cursed"?

3, How does the lady know Gil's name? Why did the landlord suggest
in the previous chapter that he go to Madrid and supply himself with
a servant?

L. Why does Camilla exchange rings with Gil Blas?

5. What class of people do Don Raphael and Camilla represent? Why does
the author include this incident?

Chapter XVI:

1. Describe Gil Blas's reaction to his misfortune. What does it reveal
about his character?

2. Describe Farico's view of life. Why does he think the way he does?

3. Why does Signor Manual Ordonnez grow richer the more he does for
the poor? Is he a man of profound piety? What is his position?

L. Why does the man who had been a friar know about the good and bad
qualities of masters? Remember that the friars, if they are priests,
can hear confessions of people; these confessions are, however,
to be kept confidential, and are not to be used in any way by the
friar except to instruct the one who confesses his sin. How has
the friar betrayed.the—trust of those who have confessed to him?

Book II.
Chapter I:

1. Why does Jacintha take such good care of her master? Is she devoted
to him or to herself? How has she deceived the priest?

2. Why does the author describe in detail the food that the licentiate
eats? Why is it inappropriate to a licentiate or a piiest? Why
is he called a "saint.of-+the saucepan"?

Chapter II:

1. Why is Doctor Sangrado called "the Hippocrates of Valladolid"? Why
is he referred to as the "wan executioner of the sisters three'"?
Who are the "sisters three®?

2. Is there any evidence. that Sangrado is a quack?
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3, The canon is dying of gout, a disease which is caused by over-
eating and too much wine. What commuent is the author making on
the character of the priest? What would be a <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>