Pl

e 2 T

il

R €E P 0 R T R E s U M E s

ED 012 722 Up 0oz 730

THE IMMIGRANT POOR AND THE RESIDUAL POOR .
BY- SEGALMAN, RALPH

EDRS porcor Ar-30e.25 H -31.00 25pP.

DESCRIFTORS~ *¥IMMIGRANTS, *ECONOMICALL T UiSADVANTAGED,
*¥NEGROES, *ETHNIC GROUPS, AMERICAN INDIANS, *CULTURAL
DIFFERENCES, ACCULTURATION, FAMILY STRUCTURE, MIDDLE CLASS
YALUES, FAMILY PROBLEMS, socCl1.:L VALUES, COMMUNITY ROLE, POWER
STRUCTURE, socCIaL ATTITUDES, EMPLOYMENT PATTERNS, RELIGION,
SELF CONCEPT, EDUCATION, PUERTO RiCANS, MEXICAN AMERICANS,

AN ANALYSIS OF THE LIVES OF THE POOR IN AMERICA WILL
SHOW DIFFERENCES BE (WEEN THE IMMIGRANT (AND REFUSEE) POOR AND
THE RESIDUAL POOR (NEGROES, PUERTO RICANS, LATIN AMERICANS,
INDIANS, AND OTHERS) . THE IMMIGRANT POOR WERE ACCULTURATED
AND ABSORBED INTO THE MAINSTREAM OF AMERICAN LIFE WITHIN
THREE GENERATIONS, WHEREAS THE RESIDUAL POOR HAVE BEEN
DETERRED FROM DOING SO BY POLITICAL AND SOCIOECONOMIC
CONDITIONS. THE Two GROUPS HAVE DIFFERENT FAMILY STRUCTURES,
EMPLOYMENT PATTERNS, ATTITUDES TOWARD THE COMMUNITY, AND
SELF-CONCEPTS, AND RELIGION PLAYS A DIFFERENT ROLE IN THEIR
LIVES. THEY HAVE DIFFERENT YALUES ABouT MONEY, CREDIT, AND
TIME, AND ALSO -REFLECT THEIR DIFFERENCES N THZIR CHOICE OF
HOUSING AND CLOTHING. BECAUSE IMMIGRANTS SOUGHT AND VALUED
ECUCATION, THEIR CHILDREN CAML TO SCHOOL WITH READINESS
ABILITIES. THE RESIDUAL POOR HAVE DEVALUED EDUCATION. THUS,
THEIR CHILDREN HAvE INADEQUATE SCHOOL PREPARATION. IN EACH
CASE, EDUCATION IS A SELF-FULFILLING PROPHECY =—ONE GROUP HAS
ACHIEVED WELL WHILE THE OTHER CONTINUES TO FAIL. THE
ALIENATION OF CERTAIN ELEMENTS OF THE POOR CAN BE UNDERSTOOD
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF PARSON'S “ACTOR-ACTED UPON* CONCEPT~~
THE IMMIGRANT WAS AN "ACTOR® AND THE RESIDUAL 15 PASSIVELY
“ACTED UPON.*" MOST OF THE DISCUSSION 1s SUMMARIZED IN CHARTS
WHICH COMPARE THE Two GROUPS. THIS PAPER WAS PRESENTED AT THE
SOUTHERN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION MEETING (APRIL 5, 31966).
(NH)
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Numbers of observers have indicated that the Zmerican image of "the
peor'" is a product of cultural lag rather than reality (1). To many
Americans, the image of "the poor" gives rise to views of "penniless"
sidniprants to America. This disparity of imapes is a serious one,
especiairly in tha Ticht of the fact that immigoation to the United States
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nhas iong been at a plateau or decline, that the immiprants 2fF voctarvaoy

“

are largely members of todav's middle class, and the bulk of the current
American poor are Kegroes, Lat n-.1:ericans, /merican Incians, Puerto-Ricans,
and others, whose status as Americans is not a new condition. In fact,
the disparity is made even more incongruous, vhen one ccnsiders Nathan
Glazer's observation that "the next vave of ethnic seif-consciousness must
reflect . . .the growing estrangemznt between Euronean ethnic groups and
the Negrces (2).

It may be useful, in an analysis of the two images of the poor, to
review the situational conditions of the two imapes of the poor, to review
the situational conditions of the immigrants {wio came before 13930) and
the rafusee immigrants (3). Davis' material, with some additions. has
been ircorporated into a comparisor of the arrival years and adjustment of

the imm_grants and the Arerican Yorre, by thc auther of this actlicle.

CHART I - COrPARISCN OF EARLIER IMMIGRANTS,
REFUGEE IMIIIGRANTS AND SLAVE NEGROES
A B c
EARLIER IIMIGRAHTS REFUGEE INMIGRANTS SLAVET NEGRNTS
(3) (3)

Came primarily for
economic reasons

Many planned to
return

Came primarily to
excape persecution

Few planned to re-
“Zurn to homeland

Came under duress
as slaves

Plans were out o7
their control =nd
they knew it. o
hope of return

High proportion of
unattached males
it fomily life
intact.

digh oroportion of
women and young
children, family
life intact.

Proportici cr
male ané Samz2le
irrelevent be-

cause family 337~
was destroved.

High sense of loy-
alty to community
from which they
enigrated. These
ties rotained in

Hich sens £1
alty to fellow
emigres, with com-
mon nevspapers,
some o canizations,

(3]
H
(o]
<3
'

Organizational
and mutual aid
apnroaches vieved
as insurrection.




A
social or religious
organizations,
close settlement of
immizrants from
same local.
llaintained immi-
grant orcaniza-
tions.

and mutual aid
prosrams. Joir.ad
Americin organi-
zatior s.

C
services rermitted
during slavery. l'las
excluded from
American organi-
zations

Primarily peasants
Laborers, artisans.
Few intellectuals

Primarily business,
professiorial and
white collar groups,
very large group

of intellectuals

e Adke AL ER et s n b e de

Primzrily un-
skilled, wnlet- ;
tered. It was L
illegal to teach ‘
a Negro to read
and write,

tiajoritv had
elemcuiary educa-
tion or less: few
college and pro-
fessional graduates

Majority had high
>Ciiool cducation,
manv had college
and praduate
degrees

No Western edu-
Cation OFf any type,
(some tr.bal
Training wnich

was not applicable
to Western life)

Chiefly from rural
areas and small
towns

Chiefly from
larere cities

Chiefly from
jungle

Limited horizons,
seldom traveled
beyond their region
or country. Knew
only their own one
language

Cosmopolitan out-
look, traveled
videly, familiar
with more than
one language

Limited hori-
zons, seldom
traveled be-
yond their
region. Xnew
only their own
one language

Sometimes came
with means, but
always came with
personal posses-
sions

Rarely came with
mears, but had
basic clcthing
etc. Jor reten-
tion ¢f personal
"self respect”

Care oftcn with-
out rudimentary
clothirg. Few
items of self
identity re-
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Tended to concen-
trate in colonies

Widely distri-

buted but often -
retained contact
with one another

Forcibly dis-
perzed tr distent
plantatiors with-
out contact of
by mail even nuclear
family let alone
extended fznily
or tribe

Low standard of
living, Willing
to work for low
wages or return,
as long as hope

Often comez with
high standard of
living. Worked
for low wages

Low staudard or
livirg and no
hope on the hori-
zon for improva-
only for short ment

for future period while
existed training or
secking better
positions
Competed on Competed on Competad on the

*iower" occupa-
tional levels,
aroused opposi-
tion of indigenous
American workers

*higher® occupa-~
tional levels;
aroused opposi-
tion of American
business and pro-
fessional groups

"lowest" ccecupa-
tional lavels;
aroused opposi-
tion of earlier
immigrants, poor
whites, e%c.

Primarily con-
cerned with making
2 living

Aspired to equal
successful native
Americans in
achiev:ment

Had few aspina-
tions due to
circumstances.
At best, the

hope was for
safety, security
and physical
well-being which
bacanz a style
of life.
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Usr21ly sorrht a
numtley unebitrusive
ot orodictive

Usually sousht a
p ace 7a life
ghout Liim with-

Usually sought
to be unobtru-
sive, not to

4 Jienified pamtiei- cu*t coneorn for call attenticn
;- wotlen ip Mifc his visibility or to himsclf for
. Aot Lin cbtrusiveness fear o punish-~

ment, Pasi~:
ofcen wes
Fsimulatlon',

Leeoecd English
capidir and Yin
Tepth®

" A - ) Do o - e

Tearned Znglich
o.ly vc-d--Lj
and celdnny o
denth

iacad lictie
stzeas on
childven-s egu-

Ead ~o ent,o)
over ctildrante
ecuscaticn, wWailch

Aty an nc'na'l'l'r w2
! ation Ak
{ m 39 imﬂ’
h silsaC.
g Ccatribution 1o STl e LS Foan only

Lmerica was
s*ly in brawn,
at first

siputions to
rerics o Intel-~
l2c ual levels

tu contribute
Tiowl end was
przvaatal gan-
erally from
going beyond it

Tenced to azlay Pspidly b2ccme ’roaibited gan-
raturalization, netvealiizad In erally from
Hany remainad high rroror:icn, nawuralization
aliers Con~clous effort or later fron

-
m372,

nse of civic
potentialities

Strzin between
generaticns rela-
tively linited.
Chilcdren held ©
pareniel controls,
7ith excepticas

Childrcn Znfused
with "child can-
tercd" Anericen
scanz &nd i
democratic =thic.
Strnin Teelvaen

enere tioas ofien
apnaxant

Jn

Children, at
firgst, citen de~
prived of con-
tact with parents
or parental
controls, Latex,
children ccn-
trollec Ly mothen,
father often
absent, and

foynery u.u ot TS —7¥Y
msther ¢ ex”1¢
appdarent.

It should 2lzo be made ciear that hers the immigrant poor hed ¢ aspeci~l

resources &t theaix dispos

{matue.i aid societies, ra:i’road settlement

schemes, 2“c.) and wheprn the r2fug:e poor had sectarian case work and prelizs

programs availsble to tha=m, the Kegws, on arriwval, had cnly the slaw
market as an ad”’usiment a’d,

The immigrant ronr, and the r~fugce poo» were accul*urated and

absorbed into tha Arerican econcmic cc2re in due coursa., The American

Fegro, tues American Indi=n, end others, howesver, have reen held bzcik by

political, economic and social coniitions and forccs uhich have denied

them access %o many of the facilit.es meadily offered tu the immigrante.

These inciucded effective education, consistent and fairly paid employmant,

opportunities for upward 2conomic nobility and iousing relatively free fros
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A number of clear cut facts about the Negro make clear the natur: of .
the difference between the ilegro poor and the immigrent poor. These
Include:

J. The Negro was torn from his cul*ture in Africa and transferred to

slave breeding ferms, where s-oeration of rovners, fathers and children

was effected, Femily i:ife was destroyed, often purposefully, with
concomitant psyc-ological castratica of the male as head of the family.

The whole southerm slave system operated tcward destruction of any

"self-system" reraining among Negroes.

2. The negro has dwelt longer in poverty in America and in greater

proportions than any other ethnic eroup. Though uneducated and poor.

ne is eantinuecle Losel wllh meterial cesires s¢en on television
toward which h2 can develop aspiratisne hut seldom expectations, This
can only build up further hestility.

3. The urban "promised land” to which the Hegro has come after great
effort from a degrading life in the south has clearly brought him into

X, A\

a ghetto existence, fro. w%2% 22 coanet e a vay of escape.

4. The Negro foels that he is surrounded by hostile authority, in the

form of police, officialdom, welfere zuthorities and others, who he

believes continvally exercise harassment, hershness, contemptuousness

and distrust of the Heqro poor. Argow (3d) states that "To an

oppressed, hurting people o, expressior of enforcement can be taken

23 harassment ard quickly rmc r.ified into an insult,"™ ’

5. The Negro poor (as in the case of Latin-American poor also) hawve

no community to which to relate. There are no real leaders, as such,

Those who have escaped the shetto are looked upon with suspicicn,

and often rightly so, since they are often people with a political or

commeicial "avxe to grind." Cot

The other elements in the recidual pcor group ( Latin-Americans,

American-Indiens, Puerto Ricans, et. 21.} have also experienced comparable
conditions of debilitation which has interfered with their absorption into
the fabric of Americam lifs. |

Schmid and Nobb2 state that " the treditionzl method of assimilation
process assumes that an immigrent g-oup will acquire, within a matter of
several years, the language, habits, customs and/values of the dominant,
native born Anglo-Saxon population, and as a consequence its members will
eventually move up in the social and economic hierarchies. Assimilation is
e¥pecied to ba completed by the third gereration". (%) These investigators: = .
find that neither the ilegro, *he Amcrican Incdian, nor the Filipino have ‘been
succeseful in achieving this degree of upward economic movement. ¥ith the = -
Negro, very little movement has occ--vred.

Each of the arpects of strictwe, process and dynamics is worthy of
comparison, if only for the purpose of cleaver conceptualization of the -
current rasidval pror group.

4




CHART If - THE NUCLEAR FAMILY - PATTERNS OF
THE IMMIGRANT POOR AND THE RESIDUAL PJOR

D
IMMICRANT POOR (5)

A patriarchy, but actually
a partnership, with the
mother in erclusive control
over somre fémily life func-
tions. Mutial concern of
all membe . of family, one
for anot..21*, but children
show conflic«t of culture
resulting “rom immigrant
culture at home and new
world culture in schoci.
This resul:s in less joint
family acrivivies, espe-
eciallv in s soeial
activity, entertainment,
etc,

Parental emphasis on
child behavior requires
strict adherence by
children to school and
commmity suthorities.
Despite cultural difference
between pzxents and ex-
ternal society, parents
enforce sccietal norms,
particularly official
norms, whiich are brought
to their ai:tention.
Relatively stable
marriages lield together
by intermil bonds,

modsrais dissipline,
appeal to reason with
children and occassional
appreciation for good
behavior vas often en-
counterel among refugee,
and early immigrant
families,

Kardiner and Ovesey state that:

"The ethics of marriage in the lower-class are en‘timly d:i_ffamf frguf /

E
RESIDUAL P('OR (6)

Often a Matriarchy (in minority
groups) within an ocutwardly patri-
archal society. Father often
"missing”" or one with an "impaired
telf esteem" resilting from chronic
wmemployment, unilepr-
erployment, housework responsibility
when wifz is emplcyzd, (a prevalen:
conditica),

Difficult housing conditions lead
t2 1232 centool of children, whe are
more numerous thim in other models,
aad whose "play 1oom" is orten the
strect,

Children are directed to helping
malntcia the family as soon as they
can. o

Trotional love probably pervasive -
daspite greater prevalence of family
breaakdown. - -

Early marriages; Short courtship
and more prevalent divorce rate.

Identification of children with
parents often "spotty" within families
and varience greut between familfes. .

"He (the pooi?) sets great store -

by his family" and places great ..
emphasis on his aasculinity. "In
the N2gro sub-culture, (even) the

rother frequently plays a strong,

masculine type ¢f role and is prone to
strecs. . . physical forsa® (7)
Disciplinary tri:atment of children
is inconsistent, Obedience enforoed
toward ends not understood by child.
High standards of behavior are
raquired without an affectionate back-
ocund o et 2o offsetting

incentive to child., Beatings wit!iout

provocztion aire common, all mirroring

the herdships and frustrations of
parents (8).

vhite niddle-class standards. . .entered upon ‘nuch more casually. ., .

more texntative and provisional :nd much more ersily dissolved, The
basic reason for the instability of the lower-class marrviage lies in -
the fact that it is generally entemed cn for accnom’e purposes by .
the ferale. (The wish to get away from an oppressive envitonment S
is a conmon inducement for the female <o seek marriage precipitously,
only t¢ be disillusioned shortly after), 'Love' is not a predominant
notive for marriage and companionship between mates is reve. Forced

- marriages because of pregnéncy is quite frequent." (8) ”

This is quite different from the marriage and family experience of my
imigrent fanilies, whose family patterns were middle class even before.
arrival in luerica. |

The pou:tion of the Negro mals is also different fmn that of tl;i oﬁur

ismigrant mie.
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"He (the lower class Negro ma’e) fears the female much more than is
apparent for intrinsic genetic reasons and also, because his econmomic
opportunities are worse than the females. Hence, he is not /
infrequently at the mercy of the woman., Masculinity ‘s closely tied
to power in every form of society. The male is much more vulnerable
to socio-economic failure." (8)

The incidence of illegitimacy and wmmarried motherhood is greater in
the residual poor, often in :n atmosphere which is barren of love and
affection. The less affecticn given, apparently, the more it is hungered

for by the woman. This was 1ot the case with the immigrant poor, where

e affection was reportedly a cohesive family force. May reports a typical

residual poor woman's attitule:
" ¥ika = 1ot of Gllcuiion and I like 10 Teel tha. i'@ appreciaced.
S0 I feei inat you can't get this from a lot of men, you can only
get it from one at a time. And this has been my way of livin' sincc
I have been 18 years old. ...with three kids to educate and raise
and you feel like if you associate with one person at a time they
might be interested in you enough, they might want to help you. . .
rajse your children®. oo(g)
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Moynihan presents a detailed picture of the fatherless Negro low
income family life in depth (10). It is important to note that the T
members of a matriarchal minority :n en officially patriarchal soclietyk ) -", - ”
AR easily fall victim to the self-hatred syndrome. Even the lack of practioe |

" of birth control by the male can be, in part, at least, traced to a

2 2%.27 24
of irresponsibility =nd hisz lack of iiv

. -
sense of living Soo

At %

the future. In a sense, the male experiences a kind of vicarious family
life, often temporarily with the children of othér men who are also
missing from their families, This is far di<farven* £oom the paticsn
experienced among the immigrant poor. |

Oruati makes a telling point on the differences between the immigrant .
poor and the residual poor (11), His report indicated that the 're.;icfual
g ‘ poor are multi-problem families, and that unemployment or poverty is an:.j
one of the interrelated difficulties which beset them. Among }thon» ‘ »
problems are bad physical and emotional hezlth, low educaticnal aspiration, . |
expectation and achievemert, and shrinking occupational wobility. - I‘t‘ is v'
important to note that most immigrant poor had only ong or two problens,
often less inteirelatnd; namely, lack of employment and problems in |
adjustment to the Americaa scene. These were soon overcome in an
expanding economy which had neced for the wnskilled. The multiproblem
immigrant case was rere, and in any event, the imigrant family had access

to and made willing use of speciélized socisl agencies, often cmate‘&,\ i

and designed to meet their special needs. The residual poor, on the ﬂﬂ! or . . *"?;:“.;
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nand, with multiproblem families, have little or no readiness to surmount

the class and communication barriers between them and the available social

,‘;{”‘;‘ B

Sserviecs regouvaes,

CHART IIT - THE EXTENDED FAMILY-PATTERNS OoF
IMMIGRANT POOR AND RESIDUAL POOR

D
IFMIGRANT POOR

Hembers of the extended
family are mutvally res-
nonsible. ona foy anothawn,
When older chiléren emig-
rated tc new land, they then
gsent for their wives an
children, then their parents
and then their brothers and
sisters and their families,
(although not necesgarily in
that order)., On arrival in

the new land, they "doubled '

wp," in their housing
arrangements until new arpi-
vals could find employment
and housing. Dependent
elderly parents often
stayed on in their children's
home, but in auy case,
mutual aid continued as dig
Joint family celebrations
etc. Often housing loceca-
tions were not distant one
irom ancther. DBecause the
poor usually have more
children than the general
American family, the
potential size of the ex-
tendsd family is thus lar-
ger, and among the immi-
grent poor, the cohesion
-of the extended family acts
a8 a strengthening forcs
and a Ybuilt in" "mutual
aid" sociaty,

Kardiner and Ovesey report that:

"gibling Sttitudes in the lower
the rule, with complete severan

class show that animosity
ce of relations., . .(where) friendly.,

ties are not currently, maintained,

tained by a sense of auty,
struggle to obtain a share

The extended family is
often disintegrated or
‘est, Thz concssmns of Svesyday
+iving leave little oppo: tunity
for interfamilial contacts with
catuuausa :&ild:.]. sxCEpT IOr
rare holiday or family
gatherings,

Mutual aid probably occurs
of a practical nature (gifts
of good, used clothing, etc),

but this is rere due to limited

resources of the family and

the’ owr unmet needs,

fhe residual poor family
moves often, aven though only
within a local

of inter-familial vtntect,

members of extended famdly .
unable to nrovide thein aun

. msansg, - -

The residual poor also
havé mre children, and the
size of the extended family,
though often unassembled '
and dispersed, is Javper
than the general American

~ family,

_and hatred are

In other cases, ties are main-
but attitudes are verv hostile, . .in the
of these scarcities (of affection and

material necessities) the ensuring rivalry is bitter and enormously

exaggerated",,,
(8)

This i3 not the condition which was found among the ‘imi_gmnt poor;

CHART IV ~« RELATIONSHIP 70 THE COMMNITY OF THE
IMMIGRANT POOR AND THE RESIDUAL POOR

h]

D
IMMIGRANT POOR

E
RESTDUAL POOR

... _The immigrent parents . . A nutual suspicion of'teq :
hroucht uith tham & wegergos £20° .~ TOOFARAUVE DALEH

also cuts down on {mtemefty @ L.

sent finctions have
to take over respansibility for = .




their immediate commu~
nity, and sometimes a fear
of the larger community.
Parents were concerned to
keep themsalves and their
children out of conflict
with authorities, but
inmigrants rapidly gained
citizenship and took up
voting, etc,, participa-
tion in the community.
There was, nevertheless, a
feeling that one could not
fight "city hall," but
when - mutual concern be-
came important enough, they
did, and often won their
point,

T A anen -
..:2..:. uhly d- buu-l.a.y oy uot:

within the immigrant
groups, and, in time, such
leaders (and often pseudo
leaders, who accepted
support of their group but
not direction) found
places for themselves
within the power structure.
Despite claims to the con-
trary, considerable cam-
paign effort is exerted by
political candidates to
appeal to, and serve, the
expressed interests and
needs of the established
groups of ex-immigrants,
When leaders of immigrant
gtoups "make the grade”
acd securc political
positions, estrangemont
betwpesi them and their
gréup .is often not as
svident as is the case with
the residual poor.

199

poor and the community and
its authorities. The com-
mmnity power structure

often wviews the resi

poor and their neighhot'-
hoods as the source of high
costs of police, fire pro-
tection, welfare, crime,
and delinquency, and re-
cently, of wild uncentrol-
lable senseless rioting.
Informal commmity atti-
tudes include fears of
integration vhich may lower
tha stondands of cthor
comaunity schools. Re-
cently also, the parti-

PR R Y ey B U
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v'zr on Poverty programs
has led some political
leadars to fear the con-
version of poverty pro-
gran participants into
political chal. engers,

The residial poor, on
the other hand. are fear-
ful of communi::y author-
ities, Any cortact with
them, they bel:eve, based.
on past experisnce amended
by personal pam!pﬂm,
can only lead to trSuble,
Many have concluded that
they cannot "iight city hal]."
either collectively
or individualiy and the
usuzl oeaction is to awoid
such contacts. Ewen.
neighborhood ussociations
are held suspact by many
individuals, They view
leaders of such groups with
an wnspokea guestion,
"What's in it for thel?"

- Participation in a com-
mmity or neighborhcod
association requires emergy
and leisure, self-respect,
and wderstanding of oper-
ational prooedures and .
abiltiy to communicate.
These are often lacking
after an cxhausting days
work (i€ amp\‘_,_ 4}, with-
out a sense of personal
worth (if employed) and
without a knowladge of
what and how to participate,
and without necsssary com-
mmication skills, ‘

Occassionally, a Latin-
American or Negro may show
leaderehip, but all too
often, such leadership is
"bought off" by "c1ty Hall"
with a political appoint-
ment, after which es-
trangement develops be-
tween the leader and growp,
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to follow (12). He found no leaders in the group to meet the stindards
which he felt were realistically required. He also found extress divigive-

ness within the group. Silverman explains why such leadership is usually

lacking in the general Negro group. He states that:

"A terrible vacuum of leadership results (from the black borgeoise's
distaste for Negro lower class and vice versa).... as soon as he

(a leader) is able to move with ease amng the whites, and raise
myfmﬂw--heloseshisrapportwith the lower class
Negroes, who resent his 'going white'." (13) He adds that:
"The great mass of big-city Negroes trapped in the ghetto,
become convinced that their *leaders,' far from trying to help
them, were merely trying to escape from being black." (Iil) -

A similar condition exists among Southwestern Latin—hrim o
states that he found suspicion by the Latin-American poa- of ﬂnno oi»

been duvqu between gmupc, but there vas gmam eobuicniiﬁln
than is currently found aong the residual poor. -
also quite difﬁmthtmﬁei-imtmmdﬁcmiwm
the immigrents :2ually held 2 respsctful distance fmof_ o,
admtwmmannofficimumtammul .

The attitnde toward mlm::.mships to the ofﬁcin W w:_;__-

wdo a greve wmjustice faeipg their group. In th. us:ldual poor, on ﬂn *
other hand, this is far from the case. mummlm#
‘withdrewal fron, and rejection of any relatisnship with auy type o&
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by the residual poor (16). This is also reported by Adams who quotes olu«::"
respondent as follows: "The only thing the poor people can get from the

governsent is trouble."” Many asked him, when he discussed possible

approaches to government to improve conditions, "What good would it do?

We can't change anything!" (15) Where participation in politics and local

. commumity activities won hope and gains for the earlier immigrants, this

3 is not the case with the residual poor. The condition of personal group
helplessness, powerlessness, suspicion of, fear of, and isolation from
government and society is a clear indication of alienation as described by
Seeman (17) and others who have preferred to describe this condition 1n _
terms of anomy (18) (19). - o
ﬂn condition is aggravated among the Latin—Anz-iean poorhy:tin an
addltional cultural factor, based on previous Mexican axpem.

haﬂitimlenﬁammmityhdﬁﬁﬁbmim*
mymofthirmﬁadmtoutsmmmuﬁi
themtz-ictionsofmithfW dnidnmmvid-dninign
pmviaimforo:ismmntthwwmalf-im-ntm
w-abmty. : S T e
mmmmmutmmnmnwpmm

L “Swmdgrant nocn amd “the social sewrice --m-h- . Tn wost nm-aneaa. ﬁ:e n
mumutmmmaammummmu
had litth relative difficulty relating to the agencies. - 'tn tl!ocm of‘
ﬁoufmm.m&f“&%mmiﬁuﬂy%t&wbﬁc

wclﬁnf.ﬂymta mdpmm:lonm-dtwithinﬁomadinﬂu
mmwmfwumdc umm nu B
sefeged client usually did not fear the agency, end for most of the cliewts, -
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the period of dependency was short lived, 3oth the client and social
worker consistently had the goal of self-sufficiency of the clicnt before
them. This is not the case with most public welfare agency relationshins,
whe1 necessarily workers are more often investigators and record keepers
rather than rehabilitators.

Cohen has noted that most private social agencies have concentrated
on middle-class psychoanalytic services which has further increased the
social distance between them and the residual poor. He states that
"private social work has tended to disengage itself from the poor" (21).
Cloward and Epstein, he reports, have also arrived at the same conclusions (22}

"~ 5 the residual poor, unlike their predecessors, the immigrant poor,
have lost contact with commmity, and lack leadership acceptable to it, in
building eo:nﬁnication bridges with the commmity.

CHART V - RELATIONSHIP OF IMMIGRANT PCOR AND
RESIDUAL POOR TO EMPLOYMENT

D
IMMIGRANT POOR

The employer-employee relation-
ship was often not as persomnal as
in the "Protestant Ethic" pattern.
Employer and employee had greater
social distance between them.
Employee worked hard in order to
¥get ahead®, and in an expanding
ecanomy, his work and growing
skill were valued by employer who
needed him, The immigrant
employee often did not stay long
with his esiployer, and instead .
struck out for himself. When °
be did stay on, he participated
in labor wmions he helped to
organize and which gave him
security in negotiatiag with
his employer. The lesser job
satisfaction (as corpared to
"Protestant Ethic" pattern)
was made up far in evening
school, labor union activity,
cultural activities, etc.

¥ost immigrant: were able
to deal with objects both motori-
cally and conceptually and thus
learned from usual teaching
methods.

The immigrent poor had
commmication with their
employers, despite frequen:
language difficulties. 1In
an expanding economy, workers
sven of little training but
with good work habits were in
demand, and could seek improve-
munts in conditions of worik:

either individuallv, or as

E
RESIDUAL POOR

Employment is often a tenuous,
temporary condition. Employee
relationship with employer is
most often socailly distant and
ispersonal. A mutual suspicion
often exists between employer
and employee and oft=n follows
stereotype that employee,
because he is poor and wnskilled,
is ignorant and inherently lazy.
Thus, employer presses for opt:i-
misa perforsance from employe:.
Ewployee, in turmn, suspects
employer of seeking more #rom
him than is the employers due,
and helps to inforce employer's
self-validating predicion, r=:
his laziness or incompetence.
Esployes often suspects employe-':
intention to lay him off, and
often "simulates”™ being busy cn
the job, as well as "simulates"

a respect for employer he really
does not feel.

The unvlk hohite of the woosde-y
poor are often negative, as zre
the worx attitudes. The residual
poor often have little realization
of the relationship betwoen work
habits and attitudes and possible
avenues for upward economfic mo-
bility, for which they often have
not learned, as yet, to aspire,

Commmication with emgployer
is limited, and need for wmskilled
workers is such that the residual
pocr are the last hired nd the
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unions, which they were
willing to participate
in,

difficulties of unionization of
this group (due to mutual suspi-
cion, etc.,) and the few gainr
possible in such efforts, uniun
organizations have, until now,
done little with this group.
Kesidual poor tend to have
greater physical and motoric
abilities, and seem to need to
manipulate objects physically
in order to perform adequately.(7)

Riessman refers to the preference of the vesidual poor for jobs which

promise security even at low wages tc jobs at greater wages which entail

risks. "He does not want to become a foreman because of the economic

insecurity resulting from the loss of job seniority."” (7) This was the

opposite of the case with the immigrant poor, who sought promotion and

improvement, despite occassional risks to security (for which he often

provided in advance with some limited savings, if possible).

Firally, automation and cybernation have not only become established

on the Awerican scene, but are expanding.

These processes elimfnate jobs

of the unskiiled, while leaving place for the skilled. This probles the

immigrant poor did not encowter, (and perhaps, if they had encountered it,

they would probably have been able to meet it by accepting necessary

training)e The residual poor are now encountering it, and past opportuni-

ties for training to meet the problem have been relatively inadequate, in-

accessable and/or unacceptable within the framework and culture of the

residual poor (23).

CHART VI - RELATIONSHIP OF IMMiGRAMT POOR
AND RESIDUAL POOR TO RELIGION

D
IMMIGRANT POOR

The immigrant, like the
Protestant Ethnic model, was
religiously observant, but
his religion was less closely
related to his work responsibil-
ities. He had an intrinsic
acceptance of religion and often
accented personal responsibility
for his actions, His religion to
a lesser extent than the Protestant
Ethic Model reinforced his family
sense of responsibility and cohesion.
The immigrent often held to his
religion as the nucleus of the
culture he brought with him,

The immigrant poor, though
poor, were quite dignified in their
church performance. Religion was
usually a total family matter and
involved activity by all.

E
RESIDUAL POOR

To the residual poor, religion
may be an emotional escape (espe-
cially in the case of women who
are heads of their families and
over-laden with physical and emo-
tional burdens) or it may be a
necessary but meaningless procedure
one needs to undersn to vaneiws
church aid (in the case of "rice-
Christians,” who often do gather
around a growing number of religious
missionary progrems for the poor).
In any case, it is ot deeply re-
lated to one's worldly acts or
acti'itmo

“The deprived individual is much
more likely to enjoy physicel mani-
festations of religious emotions
such as handclapping and singing"(7).-

The deprived individual will wmost

ra.t
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CHART VII - CONCEPT OF SELF OF INMIGRANT POOR
AND RESIDUAL POOR

D E
7¥MI GRANT POOR RESIDUAL POOR
The immigrant knew who he was. Except where religions may
He brought his own culture with provide a cultural foundation,
him and infused into it those the residual poor individual has
portions of American culture only a deprived sense of self,
necessary for his assimilation which makes learning, working,
into American society. His relating to others, and action
growth as a learning person and (rather than being acted upon)
as parent of learning, upwardly difficult and perhaps impossible
mobile children helped keep his unless aided externally,
sense of self-esteem secure, This is often tied in with
The immigrant's concept of patterns of self-hatred, which
self was not only strengthened at times led the individual to
by his employment, but also by withdraw from contact with
his status and acceptance in others, especially with others
a cohesive nuclear and extended of the non-poor (14). This hatred
family. has recently been directed not

against the individual, as +n
the past, but against.others in
society, especially those with
whom they come in contact in
society (police, retailers, land-
lords, etc.) and liberals, whom
the individual often views as
hypocritical (14).

Thus, the ghetto or self-
associated program has begm to
take on the flavor of accommoda-
tion and submission, and is thus,
to an extent, degrading. Self-
improvement is now beginning to
be linked with "Uncle-Tom-ism",
and is to be avoided (14).

Silverman states that:

"Self-hatred is manifested in ths use of hair straighteners, skin
bleaches... in the desperate but futile aitempt iv come close %o
the white ideal. (It is) evident also in the caste of color that
still infects the Negro Commmity..... (It is) expressed in apathy:

there is no use trying amything, joining anything, doing anything,
because you are just no dammed good." (13)

Kardiner and Ovesey describe self-hatred whether inwardly or outwardly
directed, as "a slow but cumulative, fatal psychological poison." (8)

Ellison describes the residual poor in their "desperate search for ident-
ity.... Not quite citizens and yet Americans, full of the tensions of modern
man, but rejected as primitives.... rejecting the second class status assigned
them, their whole lives have become a search for answers to questions: Who am I?
What am I?, and Where? Significantly, in Harlem, the reply to the greeting,
"How are you?" is very often, "Oh, man, I'm no where." (24)

Wilhelm and Powell indicate that despite attempts at promoting the Negro's
escape from his conditions, too often the effort is, in effect, an attempt to
make the Negro into "a dark white man." "The Negro cannot establish his identity
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program which provides emplovment for. all, and a higher valuation on
people than machines and property will solve the problem of identity for th-

residual poor. Thus, the residual poor are only a symptom of a problem of

total society.

CHART VII - "MONEY" AS A VALUE FOR THE
IMMIGRANT POOR AND THE RESIDUAL POOR

TER A " < od N e SRR L et 7, &
e FA o e ST S SRR

D
IMMIGRANT POOR

Money was valued by the im-
migrant poor for:

1., The security it could
buy for periods of future
difficulty.

2, Provision for one's
immediate family needs and
education for the children.

3. Opportunities for going
into business and individual
advancement.

4. Resources to aid one's
relatives overseas or newly
arrived.

The immigrant poor may have,
at first, been "short" of money
and ignorant of American methods
of conswer purchasing, but
they soon learned how to get
their "momey's worth,."

E
RESIDUAL POOR

Money is needed for daily bare
existence. "One buys on time"™ and
because of ignorance of the mark-
et or lack of ready cash, the
"poor pay more."” Money is viewed
as an escape from the present,
for getting some extra enjoyment
in a deprived existence, Often
money is used for an extra-
vagance which brings temporary
color and show into a drab
family life, but that which is
purchased quickly falls apart
or into disuse,

The residual poor often are
lacking ready cash, ignorant of
the basic principles of consumer
purchaging and are often victi-
mized (26).

CHART VIII - "CREDIT" - USE OF BY
IMMIGRANT POOR AND RESIDUAL POOR

D
IMMIGRANT POOR

Credit was used sparingly, accept-

able only in a crisis, usually re-
sorted to only within the extended
family. When one took credit from
a merchant, one paid it back on
time, so that it would be avail-
able again.

E
RESIDUAL rOOR

Credit is necessary bhecause
there never is enough mmey to
go around for all of the immediate
needs, Tue poor are often not
concerned with keeping a good
credit rating and thus they end
up borrowing at exhorbitant
interest rates from marginal
credit resources. ‘

CHART IX - "TIME" IS A VALUE, TO THE
IMMIGRANT POOR AND THE RESIDUAL PCOR

D
IMMI "RANT POOR

o cona Lheomn oo
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iented, but his immediate needs
were met first of all. His plans
were for the future, for upward
mobility of his children and hin-
self, and for future aid of his
relatives. The individual set a

E
RESIDUAL POOR

“The residualr poor are present

oriented. Tomorrow canrot be ex-
pected to be any better than to-
day, 8o let It take care of it-
self. Essentially an wipianned
existence with the individual as
object rather than actor.

calender and plammed and acted accord- Time is either plent:iful

ingly. (when unemployed) and & bore, or
Time was less carefully hoarded than short when working.

in the "Protestant Ethic" pattern, but Less money means more difficult

because of pressure for upward mobil- transportation and more time spent

ity, it was carefully and purposefully going to and from work  ets.
’ ————l ey




23
o3
i

"2
<

3

-

i

. .
Lov b, LAREER
R T N

PR
—
-T2

$E

T~

CHART X - HOUSING- AS A STYLE OF LIFE PATTERN
OF THE IMMIGRANT POOR AND THE RESIDUAL POOR

D
IMMIGRANT POOR

The immigrant usual:: sought
adequate housing within his needs
but housing expenditures usually
had less priority than education.
Limited means usually made for
less than adequate housing.

When housing was over-
priced, the immigrants would
move elsewhere, and the only
restriction usually encountered
in housing was extent of
ability to pay.

E
RESIDUAL POOR

Inadequate and often over-
priced, especially in case of
minority group poor. Often poor
are victimized in housing rental
(seldom a purchase). Housing is
often used as a '"'temporary camp"
and resentment against "victimi-
zing landlord" and his authority
is repaid with harsh use (or mis-
use) of his property.

Housing rents and costs are
artificially high for the resi-
dual poor because of de facto
restrictive covenants, unwillinz-
ness of many landlords to accept
welfare rentals, etc. This creates
a double standard in American
housing, with unkept and badly
maintained housing at high pricas
for some and not for others. This
is a pragmatic item which fits
into any attitudes of paramnoia
held by the residual poor against
the society.

CHART XI - CLOTHING - AS A STYLE OF LIFE PATTERN
OF THE IMMIGRANT POOR AND THE RESIDUAL POOR

D
IMMIGRANT POOR

The immigrant sought adequate
clothing for self and family,
but often could.only afford less
than adequate clothing. Thus,
the "special suit or dress"
was saved for occasions.
Clothing was usually functiomal,
not ostentatious.

E
RESIDUAL POOR

Clothing of the residual
poor is often inadequate. Because
most men's and women's daily
clothing, both poor and non-poor,
often look alike, the poor may
“blend" into the mass. 0f+ten
the poor will buy something
Ygarnish" to bring extra color
into their lives,

CHART XII - EDUCATION AS A VALIE FOR THE
IMMIGRANT POOR AND THE RESIDUAL POOR

D
IMMIGRANT POOR

The immigrant often valued
education for its upward wo-
bility utility as well as for
the sake of learning.

E
RESIDUAL POOR

Education is not highly valued
by many of the residual poor.
There is often a suspicion by
the poor that edueatidn s o
"dead-end” and an arm of socie-
ty's authority over their children
and themselves which they resent.
School keeps their children from
going to work and from helping to
support the family. Children are
expected to earn money to help
support the family as soon as
thew can,

It should be pointed out that principals and teachers are usually not anti-

_poor, anti-Nogro, anti-Amsrican-Indian, etg,. but that thev are pro-aradamis




achievers. Because the parents of the immigrant poor sought educational ach'hv/e-,

ment for their children, the teachers of immigrant children maintained a sense

o hopefulness for the zch'evement, 'nd the “eelf-fulfilling propnesy,” {27)
came true. Mainly, immigrant children were already literate in one langauge,
which not only mide learning conceptualizations more possible: but gave the
child a sense of learning security which aided him in absorking what the school
offerad, It should be emphasized that the immigrant child wis either already
middl: class or sought to ecome middle-clas;a or was sc¢ encouraged by his

parents,

This is not true with the residual poor in most cases.

The resulting confrcnta*icn is obvious in the light of the condition
described by Kncwlton:

“The philc:ophy of thke state and local school systems is imbued with
the traditional middle class Anglo-American value that all minority
and imrigrent groups should be required to abandon their natiwe
languages imd cultures, give up their group identity, and become
absorbed as individuals into the dominant group, usually on a lower
class leva., If any group resists full acculturation it is regarded
as somewha!: uncivilised, un-American, and potentially owbverstve. Thayw
is a complote unwill:ngness to accept the idea that a native born Amer-
icen who hiappess to want to speak Spanish, German, or Polish and to - -
retain many of the vialues of his native culture might well be a loyal
Americin, As a result, the full force of the education system has been »
directed toward the eoradication of both the Spanish language and the-
Spanisii-American or VYexican-Arerican cultures." {28)

Kardiner znd Ovesey state that for the Megro impaverished child:

"School tecomes a weaningless and unrewarding bore. Negro children
understanciably fail to see the relevance of education to their
opportunities in life; many ave ohliped to work half or full time;

the ccmpetition of street life with the school is too great and

the stree’, with itr imitation of the struggle for existence, with

its sexual opportunities, and those for adventure, generally wins." (8)

The procae:ss which results all too often in school failures proceeds as

fol lows:

1N TN | R
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The d:prived child :nters school with limited wvocabulary, limited self-

concept, limited world experience, etc., so that he's about two years behind

o e
v o bt O it B4 )

the child of the middle family in terms of readiness to learn what the school
has to offer, "Social rromotion" for such children begins i; firat grade. The

‘ curulative academic deficit makes learning of the grade placement materials

N berond himn, and in turr, cavses his teacher to have to decide whether she or

the student has failed. If she feels that it is hopeless, she "cringes" at

repeated uattacks on the child's seif-esteem by giving him failing grades, so

sha continuves the vicious cycle of "social promotion," until the day when thg

chilé iv legally permitted to drop from school into "limbo". It is thus
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understandab.le why teachers seek transfer to middle-class schools where such 4
decisions aid struggles with conscience are avoidable,

This was not the condition with the immigrant poor, who have shown a
remarkable educational record, according to the studies made. (5)

CHART XIII - MORAL INTEGRITY IN RELATION TO THE
IMMIGRANT POOR AND RESIDUAL POOR

D E
IMMIGRANT POOR RESIDUAL POOR

Moral irtegrity was usually A fluctuating matter. Truth
internalized in the immigrant. and honesty, etc, depend on the

A man of considerable self- relationship with others in-
esteem (a3 the immigrar - was) volved in the particular instance.
could not afford possi .. loss Emotional identification with
of respect from others because others and verifiability have
of lack of moral integrity. Nor much to do with the condition,
could he face himself in such An impaired concept of self
circumstzr.ces, makes moral integrity a real

problem, for the residual poor,
especially in view of the hope-
lessness of seeking goals through
Plegitimate™ means, and also in
view of the continuing needs.(2u,

CHART XIV - LIFE GOALS IN RELATION TO
IMMIGRANT POOR AND RESIDUAL POOR

D E
IM1GRANT POOR RESIDUAL POOR

The imigrant sought security To get by for the moment. To
and economic mobility for him- . enjoy a momentary satisfaction,
self and his family. Thus, he within an atmosphere of hopeless-
sought sslf-dependence. Saving ness and helplessness which pre-
was not religiously involved.#® vent goal orientation. To be an
It was purely a rational act acto» for the moment instead of
toward the immigrent's life always being acted upon.

goals.,
#As vas the case of the
Protest:mt Ethic.

CHART XV - GENERAL LIFE STYLE OF THE
IMMIGRANT POOR AND RESIDUAL POOR

D E
IMMIGRANT POOR RESIDUAL POOR

. Hard work, careful living Before those in authority, the
to sav: money and prevent diffi- residual poor often play the role
culties, "Violence is a seldom expectad of them. A simulation
thing" among immigrents, and most for the occasion. Often one works
differances were rescived by dis- Galy &8 hard as the "boss” re-
cussicn (many minoritiss set up quires, and the "bo2a" ugsually
specie]l internal arbitration watches carefully. There is very
structires for the pwwnose of re- little leisure time for the
solviry; conflict), Limited geogra- enploysd womsn of the residual
plical. mobility was apparent once poor, nor doss the wmemployed man
the irmmdigrant "got settled." of the residual poor have much

Usuilly had wore children interest in political action. Thus
than i the "Protéstant Ethic" the poor often resort to avoidance

g patteni, or viclsnce for resolution of
oY frustretion or conflicts. The

residual poor are often locally
I v oporEpaen, . L D e G
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ahead of the landlord and instal-
Ilment bill collectors. Thus, they
go from inadequate housing to
inadequate housing, often leaving
their inadequate furnishings ‘
behind,
%
CHART XVI - GENERAL SOCIAL-PSYCHOLOGICAL DYNAMICS ,ﬁ
OF THE IMMIGRANT POOR AND THE RESIDUAL POOR E
D E ?‘
IMMIGRANT POOR RESIDUAL POOR :
A self-reliant group, In the Usually has more children but
new world, without an'yone to with a number of mates, A group
hel> excert for a few relatives alientated from and suspicious
Tid countrymen, the immigrant of the greater society. A group B
had to work hard and stay out made up of people whose impaired
of trouble if he and iis family self-esteem often prevents
were to survive and progress. learning and upward mobility,
In an expanding economy, there and whose. continued treatment by
was need for his "hands" and Society reinforces their immobil- . -
there was hopefulness for the ity. T
future, There is an ineffective trens-
The immigrant poor were mission of more than a minimal *
relatively temperate in theip spectrum of socialization from
emotional expression, because parent to chilg. = B
they had other means of com- The residual poor are often
mmication, and becavss they beset with emotional upset which
could look ahead to moving "up is a main form of the vicious
and out." cycle of impoverishment (30).

The inability to "move up" '
and to communicate the sense of '
hopelessness and powerlsssness
often leads to salf-defea
dynamics, o !

Kardines and Ovessy (8) state that g |-
“The psychological effects of the slave status on the individual (included) | |

(1) Degradation of sa’f-cctaen A

(2) Destruction of cultural forms and forced adoption of foreign
culture t!'aitS.

(3) Destruction of the family wmit, with particular disparegement
of the male.

(4) Relative enhancement of the female status, thus making her the S -
central figure in the culture, by virtus of her value to the ‘B
white male for sexual ends and manmy to the white children. |

(5) The destiuction of social cohesion among Negroes by the inability ,
to have thefr own culture. ’ ’

(6) The idealization of the white master; but with this ideal was i
incorporeted an object which was at once revered and hated. These ¥
became ircompatible constituents of the Negro personality, o

They add that: R~
"Fhat to do abou' the Negro was subject to violent oscillations snd was

the pawn in conf.icts that had deep economic roots," (8) )
(Thus the Negro vas never secure - always in fear of a shift), :
"Another compensitory feature of slavery was the vicarious participation

in the culture through identificatica with the master. The slave could get some

Q prestige by balonging o a wealthy or influential household." (8)
ERIC (Usually these wire mulattoes, and thus the seeds of self-hatred, the hatred
of that which male " £ . A

. e
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"There was an absence of strong pressure (in slavery) on the indivuidual
to achicwe status, a feature that v~= ‘mwr ~ aenicvons in the white man's .
culture. When status is frozen, one cannot successfully direct one's aspirations
towards goals that are beyond the possibility of attainment. Some inner peace

can be achieved by ceasing to struggle for it." (8) (This explains much of

the motivation of "non-striving"),

It is thus obvious that the residual poor is alienated from his world
because it is a world he never made or chose to live in. (This is very different
from immigrant poor who chose the new world).

* Scott states that:
"From a sociological point of view. . .the sources of alienation are to
be found in the lack of
a) committment to values
b) conformity to values
¢) responsibility in roles
d) control of facilities
The psychological states of alienation. , -powerlessness, meaninglessness,
isolation, normlessness, and self-estrangement" (31).
Obviously the residual poor meet all these conditions and thus are motivateg
to patterns which are self-perpetuating and defeating.

Kardiner and Ovesey, for example, state that under slavery:
"There was no pussibility for emotional interchange (between master and
slave). If & slave was sick, he would be treated like a sick horss, to
restore his utility. The rage or protest ¢f the slave could be ignored
or treated with violence. The only really effective form of protest

was flight." (8)

The flight of the Negro father from family responsibility after umﬁ:loy—-
ment and failure is a continuation of the "flight freor pmi:lens" pattcom,
Often Latin-American poor will agree to a time and date for an appointment
knowing full well that they cannot come. Puerto-Rican poor are reported to say
"yes" to authorities if they know a "yes" is desired by the authority, because
a "no" would require a complicated explanation.

Kardiner and Ovesey state that: "free emotional interaction between slaves
was seriously inpired."” No culture can arise under such conditions (8).

Obviously, where the immigrant poor had a culture which they could use as
2 "home base" the residual poor either never had a culture which could be .used

for emoticnal security, or their culture was so eroded after years of poverty
and welfare as to be no longer effective.

The low tolerence for frustration fourd in tlie residual poor is' still

another effect of the total dynamics of chronic puverty.,

Perhaps a key to the entire problem cau be ftund in the "actor-acted upon™

concepts as described by Roach (32), Howe (33), Harrington (34), Scott (31),

and others,




S MhERR ¢ WS vl T AR

B

-20-

Roach, for example, presents a dynamic system based on Parsons which could
well be used both in understanding the dynamics of the poor and im understanding
the motivation of social word's relations with the poverty group. This is
based on the Parsonian "Actor-Acted Upon" concepts which defines the actor
(the autonomous person) as one who has a complex inner life, is future oriented,
and can evaluate, choose and plan., He states that an actor must have the
following properties:

1. The Actor has internalized the common value standards of society
(The residual poor have not; the immigrant poor had).

2. The actor has a stable set of motives. (The residual poor perhaps
not; the immigrant poor had).

3. ‘The actor has an elaborate repertory of roles. (The residual poor
are culturally deprived and do not; the immigrant poor had many roles).

4, The actor has sophisticated role skills. (The residual poor has few
such skills; the immigrant poor had such skills).

5., The actor has a developed self-gsystem. (The definition of the culturally
deprived poor carries with it implications of a deprived or impaired
ego system; the immigrant poor kaew who he was--quite definitely].

6. The actor is capable of complex mental functioning. (The residual

poor have trouble handling conceptual thinking; the immigrant poor
had the ability soon after, if not, on arrival.)

"By action is meant any behavior to which the individual attaches a weaning.
Behavior can be meaningful only if governed by rules, that is, shared under-
standings."

Thus, it is clear that the immigrant pocr was an actor in his life space,
and the residual poor is"acted on." Only with a restructuring of the conceptual-
izations and the related opportunities (of employment, advancement, etc.)

can the residual poor becoms actors, and in the process become productive,
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