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FLEXIBLE SCHECULING BENEFITS BOTH STUCENTS ANC TEACHERS
BECAUSE, IN ANY SPECIFIC SCHOOLS ECUCATIONAL FROGRAM, IT
MAKES THE BEST ANC MOST APFROPRIATE USE OF TIME, SFACE,
EQUIPMENT, ANC TEACHERS TALENTS. SUCH SCHECULING HAS BEEN
USED SUCCESSFULLY AT MINNETONKA EAST JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL,
WHERE THE SCHOOL CAY 1S CIVICED INTO 15 CAILY TIME MODULES OF
28 MINUTES EACH. STUDENTS USE ONE MODULE FOk LUNCH ANC 14 FOR
CLASSES, WITH TWO MODULES PER CAY CEVOTEC TO SOME SUBJECTS
AND ONE TO OTHERS. TEACHERS USE 10 FOR TEACHING, THREE OR
FOUR FOR PREPARATION ANC EVALUATION, ANC ONE FOR LUNCH. WITH
THIS SCHECULE STUCENTS ARE ABLE TO FOLLOW A FOREIGN LANGUAGE
SEQUENCE THROUGHOUT THE 3 YEARS OF JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL AND
CONTINUE IT IN HIGH SCHOOL THROUGH THE :2TH GRACE IF THEY
DESIRE. THE ARTICLE INCLUCES SAMFLE SCHECULES FOR TEACHERS
AND STUCENTS ANC A CHART OF CURRICULUM OFFERINGS IN GRADES 7
THROUGH 9, SHOWING THE NUMBER OF SCHECWLE MODULES CEVOTEC TO
EACH SUBJECT CAILY. THIS ARTICLE IS FUBLISHEC IN THE
“MINNESOTA FOREIGN LANGUAGE BULLETIN," VOLUME 7, NUMBER 2,
JANUARY 1967. (AM)
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(EDITOR*S NOTE: ONE OF THE GREATEST PROBLEMS N DEVELOPING A LONG UNINTER=

RUPTED SEQUENCE OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION [N MINNESOTA IS THE DIFF|~-
cuLTY or SCHEDUL ING IN GRADES s:v:n AND :-snt. I AN ARTICLE IN THE MINN=-

i:.o.n m Le.um nEu..u_ua 1:3-5, MAY 1966, "Can FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES |
rrec1 OREIGN LANGUAGE unoLanuTs % Ha. ALmon Hov: PrinCiIPAL, MINNEAPO~- |

LIS MarsHALL HiGH SCHOOL, REPORTED Sow: EXCITING NEW PATTERNS THAT ARE NOW
EMERGING, Mr, L. R, PALMER CONTINUES THE DISCUSSION IN THIS ISSUE,)

THE MCDULE -
A NEW MODE FOR GAINING FLEXIBILITY

L. R, PaLMER, PRINCIPAL
MINNETONKA EAST Jutiior Hign SchHooL
MinneTONKA, MINNESOTA ’

TATIONS OF A PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, IN MANY WAYS IT READS LIKE A BOOK
RATHER THAN A CHART,
THE BOOK ON THE TRADITIONAL SCHEDULE MAKES A MUMBER OF ASSUMPTIONS,

THE MASTER SCHEDULE OF CLASSES IS ONE OF THE BEST AVAILABLE REPRESEN~- \
SOME OF WHICH ARE NOTED HERE,




1. ALMOST ALL SUBJECTS OESERVE EQUAL AMOUNTS OF TIME IN THE SCHOOL
DAY,
2o ALL BOYS AND GIRLS NEED EQUAL EXPOSURE TO EVERY SUBJECT,
3. EVERY TEACHER HAS THE SAME ABILITY AND INTEREST IN TEACHING A GIV~-
EN SUBJVECT,
4. THERE IS SOMETHING SACRED ABOUT THE 60 MINUTE PERIOD AND THE 6 PE=
RIOD DAY,
YET ONE HAS LITTLE OR NO RIGHT TO MAKE ANY OF THESE ASSUMPTIONS, ON MoST
COUNTS THESE ASSUMPTIONS SHOULD BE C1SCARDED.,
THE BOOK ON THE FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE READS OIFFERENTLY, FiRrsT, THOUGH,
LOOK AT THE WORDS FLEXIBLE AND MODULE, WORDS USED COMMONLY N CONNECT!ON
WITK CHANGING THOUGHTS CN SCHEDULING, THERE IS NOTHING MAGIC ABOUT EITHER
WORD; NEITHER IS IN ITSELF A “CURE=ALL™ NOR A "SOLUTION"., A MODULE SUG~
GESTS NOTHING MORE THAN A SHORT AND FLEXIBLE SEGMENT OF TIME, FLexisiLiTy
IN TURN SUGSESTS AN OPPORTUNITY TO ARRANGE LEARNING TIME MORE EFFECTIVELY,
BEFORE LOOKING MORE CAREFULLY AT ONE POINT OF VIEW REGARDING THE FLEX=
IBLE SCHMEDULE, ONE NEEDS TO ASK THE QUESTION, "WMHAT SHOULD THE WMASTER
SCHEDULE pO?*
1. 7 SHOULD PROVIDE FOR TME BEST POSSIBLE USE OF TEACHER TALENTS,
SPACE, TIME AND EQUIPMENT TO THE GREATEST ADVANTAGE OF THE STU=-
DENTS,
2, |T SHOULD PROVIDE EVERY OPPORTUNITY FOR TEACHERS, INDIVIDUALLY AND
AS A FACULTY, TO ACHIEVE WHAT THEY ARE POTENTIALLY CAPABLE OF
ACHIEVING,
3. IT SHOULD BRING STUDENTS AND TEACHERS TOGETHER IN THE BEST POSSI~
SLE COMBINATION OF CIRCUMSTANCES,
4. |T SHOULD REFLECT RECOGNITION OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND HUMAN QUAL{=
TIES OF EVERY STUDENT AND TEACHER,
IN WORKING TOWARD TME DEVELOPMENT oOF AN IDEAL MASTER SCHEDULE, THERE
ARE A FEW IMPORTANT CONDITIONS TO BEAR IN MIND, AND THESE ARE CONDITIONS
THAT DICTATE THE NEED FOR MUCH FLEXIBILITY N SCHEDULE DEVELOPMENT, Each

OF THESE CONDITIONS MUST BE CONSIDERED VERY CAREFULLY BY |TSELF AS WELL AS
IN CONNECTION WITH THE OTHER FOUR. BENEATH MOST OF THESE CONDITIONS 1S IN=-
DICATED EVIDENCE OF SOME EFFORT IN THE DIRECTION OF THIS OBJECTIVE IN THE
MODERN LANGUAGE PROGRAM AT MINNETONKA EAsST Jumior HigH Schoot,

1. THE S1ZE OF ANY GROUP MUST BE APPROPRIATE TO ITS PURPOSE.
(FIFTEEN SECTIONS OF FRENCH AVERAGE 22 STUDENTS PER CLASS, Seve

i
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3.

4.
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ENTH GRADE, EIGHTH GRADE AND BEGINNING NINTH GRADE FRENCH CLASSES
AVERAGE 20 STUDENTS PER CLASS,)

THE COMPOSITION OF ANY GROUP MUST BE A°PROPRIAIE TO ITS PUKPOSE.
THE ZIME ALLOTMENTS ASSIGNED TO ANY GROUP MUST BE APPROPRIAIE 7O
ITS PURPOQSE.

(ONE MODULE OF LANGUAGE STUDY PER DAY IS PROVING QUITE IDEAL FOR

v

THE CONVERSATIONAL APPROACH TO THE STUDY OF FORSIGN LANGUAGES., IT
SUITS WELL THE ATTENTION SPAN OF SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS
AS WELL AS PROVIDING FOR THE WNECESSARY CONTINUITY IN LANGUAGE
STUDY, )

THE SHYSICAL AND PSYCHOLOGIGAL EMVIRONMENT MUST BE APPROPRIATE TO
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GROUP,

1TWO ROOMS SOMEWHAT SEPARATED FROM OTHER ROOMS ARE USED ALMOST EX=
CLUSIVELY FOR FOREIGN LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION. ONE OF THE TWO ROOMS
IS OUTFITTED AS A LANGUAGE LABORATORY, AND AN ADJACENT DIVIDABLE
CONFERENCE ROOM IS WELL SUITED TO SMALL GROUP LANGUAGE STUDY,)

THE MATURE OF A TASK ASSIGNED TO A STAFF MEMBER MUST BE APPROPRL-
AIE TO HIS YALENTS AND INTERESTIS.

(TEACHERS OF MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACH FULL TIME IN THEIR MA=
JOR AREA OF [INTEREST AND PREFARATION, AND IN VIEW C® THE NUMBER
OF STUDENTS EACH OF THESE TEACHERS MEETS A DAY, NO LANGUAGE TEACH=
ER HAS A CURRICULAR OR EXTRA CURRICULAR ASSIGNMENT BEYOND TEN
MODULES OF CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION, )

THe scHoOL DAY AT MINNETONKA East Jumior HiGH SCHOOL CONSISTS OF 15 TIME

MODULES OF 28 MINUTES EACH, STUDENTS USE 14 OF THESE MODULES FOR CLASSES

AND 1 FOR LUNCH, TEACHERS HAVE TEACHING RESPONSIBILITIES |IN 10 OF THESE

MODULES, SOME ADDITiONAL RESPONSIBILITY IN AN 11TH MODULE, 3 OR 4 MODULES

FOR PREPARATION AND EVALUATION, AND % MODULE FOR LUNCH,

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION & WELFARE
OFFICE OF EDUCATION

THIS DOCUMENT i4AS BEEN REPRODUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM THE
PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGINATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION

POSITION OR POLICY.
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CURRICULUM

MINNETONKA EAST JUNIOR HiGH ScHooL

GRADE 7 GRADE 8 GRADE 9

REQUIRED REQUIRED REQUIRED
(@) () (*)

2 EnGLISH 2 EnGLISH 2 EnGLISH

2 MATHEMATICS 2 MATHEMATCS 2 MATHEMATICS

2 PuysicaL EpucaTion 2 PuysicaL Epucarion 2 Puv. Ep.

2 GEOGRAPHY 2 GUVERNMENT 2 AMErIC/N His,
2 BIOL cicat Se¢ ENCES 2 EARTH SCIENCES 2 Puys, SciENCES
2 1 SEM.) 2 ArT (1 sem. )(ALL)

2 Hou: Ecououlcs (% szn.) Ga 2 Home EconNomics (1 seEm. )SG&

2 InousTRIAL ARTS (1 SEM.)(B)2 InpusTrIAL ARTS (1 SEM )

ELECTIVES ELECTIVES ELECTIVES
GRQuP | (seLecr 1) ﬁggng | (seLect 1) (SELECT 4 MmoD~-
1 FAND 1 BAND ULES OF C’.ASSES)
T Music APPRECIATION 1 CHorus 2 ART

1 Music APPRECIATION 1 Bano
1 CHORuS
E.BBHLLI. (seLecr 1) : (SeLecT 1) 2 FReucH |
1 DEVELOPMENTAL READING 1 DEVELOPMENTAL READING 2 French |
1 FRENCH 1 FreNcH 2 Home Economics
1 SPaNiIeH 1 SPANISH 2 INDUSTRIAL ART3
2 LaTIn §
2 SeanNisH |
¢ Seanisu i
7 SPerECH
1 CR 2 INDEPEND~
ENT STupy
® THE NUMBER PRECEDING EACH COURSE OFFERED INDICATES THE NUMBER OF MOD-

ULES PER DAY THAT A STUDENT IS IN THAT CLASS EVERY DAY OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.,
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TYPIC™* rtASS SCHEDULES

»

l 7TH GRADE GiIRrL 8T CRADE Bovy 9TH GrRADE Bov
1 BaND
SCIENCE ART & VWDUSTRIAL ARTS
2 INDEPENDENT STuDY
3 Guee CrLuse
GEOGRAPHY PHysicaL EpUcATION
4 FRENCH
5 FRENCH
SCIENCE LAaTIN
6 Music
7 LuncH
EnGLISH PuysicaL EoucaTion
8
MATH
L2 LunNcH LuncH
10]
FuveicaL FEoucaTion EngLISH EnGLISH
11
12
MATH MATH SCIENCE
13
14
) Home EconoMics & ART GOVERNMENT AMeRICAN HisTory
S
TYPICAL TE R _SCHEDUL
TeEaCHER oF Music TEACHER OF TEACHER OF TEACHER OF
ENsLISH SPANISH FRENCH
M | NISH 7 cH B
—-g'siulqn 2 Eﬁnu_&_
) CH R
L% ENGLISH 7 ———Fﬂﬂﬂ i
— __OPANISH 7 _
TN T ENGLISH 7 | .
Music 7 ENGLISH 7
5 _:'ty.us_.uLﬁ____ SPANISH 9
e ENGLISH
10 : EnNGLISH 7 FRenNCH 9
1 Music 7
143 4_HHSJC 7 SPANISH 9 FRENCH 9
yeie 7 ENGL'SH 7 FRENCH 9
NOTE: “"E AVERAGE CLASS S:7F FOR ALL SUBJECTS EXCEPT SARND

AND CHORUS 1S 25 STUDENTS,




THIS SCHEDULE MAKES IT POSSIBLE FOR BOYS AND GIRLS TO FOLLOW A SE=-
QUENCE OF COURSES, INCLUDING FOREIGN LANGUAGES, THROUGH THE THREE YEARS OF
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL, |T ALSO MAKES IT POSSIBLE FOR A STUDENT TO TRY AN
ELECTIVE COURSE WITHOUT BEING COMMITTED TO A SECOND YEAR IN THE EVENT THIS
COURSE "1S NOT FOR HIM",

A STUDENT MAY BEGIN SPANISH OR FRENCH IN GRADE 7 OR GRADE 9, THE FOR=-
EIGN LANGUAGE IN THE 8TH GRADE IS A CONTINUATION OF THE 7TH GRADE PROGRAM
JUST AS SPANISH Il AND FRENCH || AT THE 9TH GRADE LEVEL ARE CONTINUATIONS
OF THE BTH GRADE PROGRAM, LATIN 1S OFFERED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN GRADE 9,
ALL LANGUAGES BEGUN IN THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL MAY BE CONTINUED THROUGH
GRADE 12 1% THE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL,

THIS SCHEDULE 1S NOTHING MORE THAN A MODIFICATION OF A SEVEN PERJ|OD
DAY, BUT IT DOES PROVIGE FEATURES THAT ARE WELL SUITED TO THE EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAM OF THIS SCHOOL, AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, IT SHOULD BE RECOGNIZED
THAT THIS SCHEDULE IS NOT APPROPRIATE TO EVERY SITUATION, EVERY SCHEDULE
MUST BE DEVELOPED TO FIT AN INDIVIDUAL SITUATION,

THIS SCHEDULE REPRESENTS ONLY A STAGE IN SCHEDULE IMPROVEMENT, ALOUNG
WITH THIS GOES THE RECOGNITION THAT IN ALL SXOBABILITY NO SCHEDULE Wiii iN
THE FUTURE BE GOOD FOR MORE THAN ONE YEAR, A SCHEDULE MUST SERVE AND SU!T
A RAPIDLY CHANGING EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM IN A RAPIDLY CHANGING WORLD,




