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COLLEGE TEST, NELSON CENNY REACING TEST :

: ACMINISTRATORS HAVE ACCEFTEC THE REMECIAL FROGRAM AS A
LEGITIMATE FUNCTION OF JUNIOR COLLEGES. IN THE FALL OF 1964,
MIRACCSTA COLLEGE IMFLEMENTEC A THREE-TRACK FROGRAM
CONSISTING OF (1) A REMECIAL FROGRAM IN WHICH STUCENTS ARE
REQUIREC TCO TAKE REMECIAL CCURSES ANC TO LIMIT CCURSE
SELECTICN, (2) AN “"UNREALISTIC TRANSFER" FRCGRAM IN WHICH
STUCENTS ARE STRONGLY RECOMMENCEC TO TAKE REMECIAL COURSES
AR TO LIMIT COURSE SELECTICN, ANC (3) THE TRANSTER FROGRAM
IN WHICH STUCENTS ARE FREE TO SELECT ANY COURSE. STUCENTS ARE
ASSIGNEE TO TRACKS CN THE BASIS OF THEIR AMERICAN COLLEGE
TEST ENGLISH SCORE, THE NELSON-CENNY REACING TEST SCORE, AND
HIGH SCHCOL GRACES. TO EVALUATE THE REMECIAL FROGRAM, THE
FERFORMANCE OF A CONTROL GRCUF OF 35 REMECIAL LEVEL STUCENTS
WHO ENTEREC MIRACCOSTA COLLEGE EBEFORE THE REMECIAL FROGRAM WAS
BEGUN, WAS COMFAREC WITH THE FERFORMANCE OF AN EXFERIMENTAL
GROUF CF 38 REMECIAL LEVEL STUCENTS WHO ENTEREC THE REMECIAL
FROGRAM, THE COMFARISCON WAS EASEC UFON THE STUDENTS® COLLESE
ACACEMIC RECORCS, THE AVERAGE NUMEER CF SEMESTERS EACH GRCUF
FERSISTEC IN CCLLEGE, ANC THE LENGTH CF COLLEGE TRAINING AS
COMFAREC TO THE HIGH SCHOCL GRACE FOINT AVERAGE. THE
CONCLUSIONS, TABULAR CATA FOR THIS RESEARCH FROJECT, ANC AN
EVALUATION CF THE THREE-TRACK FROGRAM ARE FRESENTEC. (FS)
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A STUDY OF THE ACADEMICALLY LIMITED

STUDENT AT MIRACOSTA COLLEGE

INTRODUCTION
A major problem in the California Junior College is the
"'open door" admission policy and, according to Burton R. Clark
as stated in his article "The Cooling-Out Function in Higher
| Education",lAthe problem centers around the inconsistency
between the emphasis which our culture places on college
education and the fact that many students are too limited in
their abilities to profit from a college education. Because
of this pressure, our society must find some means 'to sustain
motivation in the face of disappointment" and offer the limited
ability student some satisfaction. One alternative is to place
limited students into remedial classes. One of the remedial
classes can provide an opportunity for the student to evaluate

" his own abilities, interests and aptitudes, to assay his

vocational choices, and to mékc educatioral plans to implement
his choice. If the student ignores the evidence he will
eventually encounter a deterrent in regular classes by receiving
low grades.

A desirable agent of thc '"cooling=-out" process is that it
offers the student an alternative achievement by allowing him
to rectify his mistake,instcad of failing, by modifying his

ultimate goals.

1Burton R. Clark, "The Cooling~Out Function in Higher
Education,' American Journal of Sociology, May 1960.




e - cp— A umesm. & i
B

This type of program enables the junior college to salvage
gsome manpower and at the same time to explore possiblec careers
for lower level students,

Many junior colleges arc working on the problem of how
to méet the needs of students with low abilities. A recent
rcfort of a national study of junior college courscs and
curriculums indicated that in a survey of 185 junior colleges,
42% provided special courscs and curriculums and an additional
22% provided regular remedial courses for low ability students.
On the basis of the findings of this investigation, the following
conclusion seems warranted. The remedial.functioﬁ is accepted
by the administrators of junior colleges as a legitimate func-
tion of these institutions,

The Curriculum Commission of the American Association of
Junior Colleges has expresscd genuine concern about the nced
for providing special courses and curriculum§ for low ability
students.

In the fall of 1964, MiraCosta College implemented a three-
track program designed to provide opportunity for cach student
to progress according to his ability with special emphasis
placed on students who arc academically deficient and/or
intellectually limited. 1In pchious yearé students have been
permitted to enroll in courses within which they have little
chance of success. Thercfore, the rationale of the multiple
track program was to i&entifyllow academic dchievement and to
provide remedial courses and training for students whosc

G~2

AR . .L N NI i T o s e AR St TR o K NS e v



[ —

Qe e em— e apmm—n S g,

|

background is insufficient to benefit from the college transfer
cburscs. The criterion for the sclection for and placcment

into the three-track program included the results of the

Amcficah College Test (ACT) English scorc and the Nelson-

Denny Reading Test and an analysis of the high school grades.,
A description of the threc-track program follows:

Remedial Program

In order to morc rcalistically place students with scrious
rcading problems, a comprchensive program of rcading develop=-
ment appears to be necessary., Students for this program arc
sclaected on the basis of scores on the ACT English Test below
14, and their high school grade~point average. The rcading
level is from third to cighth grade cquivalency. Students in
this program arc restricted to certain curricula and certain
courses including a five-unit remedial rcading laboratory course,
which provides individualized instruction and vocabulary decvelop-
ment, a five-unit remedial United States Histoty coursc and a

three-unit life adjustment psychology coursce, which is designed

to assist the student in realistically rccognizing his cducational

limitations and to assist him in cvaluating his aptitudes and
intcrests, The recommendation of the instructor must be attained
in assigned classes beforce he can progress to the next level of

instruction in that ficld., Nevertheless, a student who sclects

certain vocational=occupational programs such as drafiing, sccre-

tarial, ctc., is not absolutely restricted to the above courses.

G-3

P e T K



R

P —— R A A o

Unrcalistic Transfcr Program

The sccond program is designed for students who received
a standard scoré between 14-20 on the American College Test
and have high school grades indicating low achicvement in
college preparatory courses. These students arc also restricted
in their sclection of courses unless high school grades indicate
othcvwisc.,ﬂglthough this sccond group has a greater varicty of
courscs to choosc ffom they are requirced to take an English
reviey of fundamentals and it is strongly rccommended that they
cnroll) in a reading developneni coursce, and many of these students
arce required to take the remedial U. S. History and psychology
courscs., If a student is deficient in only onc subjecct arca
he is free to sclect courscs from arcas in which he qualifics.
The rccommendation of the instructors must be attained in
assigned classes before he can progress to the‘next level of
instruction irn that ficld,

Transfcr Program

Thie third group has rcccived a standard scorc above 20
on the ACT English Test as well as high academic achicvement
in college preparatory coursces and is free to sclect any
terminal or transfer progran.
DEF INITIONS

For the purposc of this study a remedial, or academically
limited student, is defined as onc who scores below the 20 per-
centile (national norms for four=-ycar colleges) on the American
Collcgd Test and the Nelson=Denny Reading Test, College Level,
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}duccd into the curriculum in the fall of 1964.

METHOD

The remedial students cnrolled in the falls of 1962
and 1964 were identified, A control group and an experimental
group werehselected.

Control Group - In order to evaluate the effectivencss

of the remedial reading program a control group, students
wvho entered MiraCosta College in the fall of 1962 falling
below the 20 percentile on the College placemeni iests, were
sclected. This group included 35 students who were noi
restricted in the sclection of many of their courses, howcver,
they did not have the opportunity to enroll in a daily rcading
laboratory as this program was not available at that time.
Experimental Group - The experimental group was composed
of 38 students who entered MiraCosta College in the fall of
1964 and were selected primariiy on their test sceres on the
Ancrican College Test and theii ﬁigh schrol gradc-point average.
To verify their placement this giroup was further tesied on the
Nelson=Denny College Reading Test. The rcading range of thesc
students was from 1.5 grade placement to 9.5 grade placcment.
This group was restricted to the specially designed program
vhich included a daily developmental reading class, remedial
history and rcmedial psychology.:
The academic records of the 1962 rcemedial students were
comparcd with the academic records of the 1964 remedial students
to investigate and determine the degree of coffectiveness of the

specially designed curriculum for the low level studenis intro-
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The information used te analyze the control and
experimental groups is depicted on Tables I through V.

Table I shows the number of semesters the control
and experimental groups persisted in college.

Tables II and III compare the two groups as to the
grade-point average achieved while in'attcndande At :
MiraCosta College.

Tables IV and V focus on the length of college
training as compared to the high school gwade-point

average.
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

A comparison of the éontrol and experimental groups.

1) Included in this study were thirty-five remedial
students who enrolled in the fall of 1962 and thirty-eight
remedial students who entered MiraCosta College in the’
fall of 1964.

2) Table I zcports the classification of thc academically
limited students in 1962 and 1964.

As shown in Tablec I, in 1962, 31 percent (10) students
withdrew before the cnd of the first scricster.  On the
other hand, only & pcrcents (3) 1964 students withdrew during
the first semester.

3) A total of 51 percent (18) of the 1962 students had
dropped during or upon completion of onc scmester, While in
the 1964 group a total of 15 percent (6) had dropped during
the same period. Notcworthy was that this rcepresents a

differcential of 36 percent; therefore rctention of students

~cnrolled in a designated remedial program in 1964 was

significantly higher.

4) Table I also reveals that by the end of the second

semester 62 percent (22) 1962 students had dropped out of

school; while only 41 percent {(15) of the 1964 students
had left school by the cnd of the first ycar. This is
obviously a significant diffcrencc.

5) Twenty=-eight percent (10) of the 1962 students
completéd three semesters or-ﬁore. In Ehe 1964 gréﬁp,
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45 percent (17) werce able to successfully complete three
semesters or morce,

6) Table II (1962) and Table III (L96%) depicts the.
grade~point averages of both groups while in attendance
at MiraCosta Collcge. As cvidenced by Tables II and III,
nonc of the students in cither group carned a grade-point
average of "A'" or "B'". But 25 percent of the 1962 and
53 percent of thce 1964 students did maintain a "C'" average,
Thirty-seven pcrcent ags compared to 26 pcrcent of the 1964
students reccived a "D" aﬁcragc.

7) Table IV (1962) and Tablc V (1964) comparé the
length of college attendance with the high school grade-
point averagc. The anticipatced pattern of college atten-

dancc based on high school performance did not cmerge.

“Approximatcly forty percent of cach group were below a

"C" average in high school. The high school grade-point
average did not appear, in this limited study, to be a
factor in predicting the number of college scmesters a
student would complete,
COMMENTS

Onc 1962 student succceded in a transfe:r program,
Currcently six 1964 students are enroiled in a transfer
program and have maintained a "C" average to datc.i

Without question the specially designed rcﬁedial program
in the overall picture has provided success f£or a number of
students who would have otherwise failed or dropped school.
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TABLE II

RETENTION AND GRADE-POINT AVERAGES OF FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN
ENROLLED IN FALL 1962 WHO SCORED BELOW 145 ON THE COOPERATIVE ENGLISH TOTAL

Fall 1962
Number : Wr Percent
~ Semesters Total _ or of Group
Complected Cases C D T W Eliminated
0 10 0 0 0 10 28.6
1 3 2 5 0 1 22.8
2 9 4 5 0 0 25.8
3 5 2 1 2 0 14.2
4 1 O 1 0 0 2.8
5 or morc 2 1 1 0 0 5.8
TOTALS 35 9 13 2 11 100.0
Pcrcentages
of groups
receiving
A, B, C's 25.8 37.1 5.7 31.4
G-10
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TABLE III
L ' . RETENTION AND GRADE~POINT AVERAGES OF FIRST-TIME
L ‘ : FRESHMEN ENROLLED IN DESIGNATED REMEDIAL COURSES
1 Fall 1964
-fg.
Y Number Grade-Point Avecrape WF Percent
Semesters Total or of Group
Complieted Cascs A B C D F W Eliminated
0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 7.9
}
: 1 3 0 0 1 1 1 0 7.9
2 9 0 0 5 2 2 0 23.7
3. ' 9 ' 0 -0 4 4 1 : 0 23.7
4 ' 12- .0 0o 8 3 1 0 31.6
. 5 or more 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 5.2
f : TOTALS 38 0 0 20 10 5 3 100. 0
!
§ .
” Percentages \
of groups '
receiving : < - . i .
: A, B, C's 0 0 52.6 26.3 13.2 . 7.9 o
|
s
!
|
|
|
Q G-11 ;
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TABLE IV

STUDENTS WHO SCORED BELOW 145 ON THE
COOPERATIVE ENGLISH TOTAL

X Fall 1962

Length of College Training as Ccmpared to the High School Grade-Point Average

, ———
% ——— — —

COLLEGE '
WITHDREW SEMESTERS COMPLETED TOTAL

HSGPA - No. 1st SEM, 1 2 3 4 5+ No. %

' 2.0 and Above 14 4 2 5 2 1 14 . 40
Below 2.0 14 5 4 3 2 14 40

None Availablce 5 1 2 1 1 5 14

Non-Gfaduatc 2 ‘ -1 1 . 2 6

. TOTALS 35 10 8 9 5 2 1 35 100

| Percentages 28.6 22.8 25.8 14.2 5.8 2.8

_—__—-—____—_—_—‘_—_—_‘———_—_————_—_——_—_——_———-——

NOTE: In thc small saméiing involved, high school grade=point average
docs not appear to'be a factor in predicting the number of
semesters a student will complcete. Some students cnrolled in
a vocational program; others stayed in non~transifer courses

numbered 50 and above and conscquently many of these students

were able to avoid probation and disqualification.

g A S A ———d—
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TABLE V
STUDENTS WHO WERE ENROLLED IN ENGLISH 52A

Fall 1964

Length of College Training as Compared to the High‘thool Grade~-Point Average

— ——————ten—— e — . ——— ——— —

— ks e ——————— m — —

| COLLEGE .
WITHDREW SEMESTERS COMPLETED TOTAL
HSGPA 1st SEM. 1 2 3 4 5+% No.

2.0 and Above 16
Below 2.0
Nonc Available

Non=-Graduate

TOTALS

Percentages 7.9 7.9 23.7 23.7 31.6 5.2

# Several students who were enrolled in English 52A had been
in attendance at MiraCosta College prcceding the fall of 1964%.
It would appear that in this group student persistence and high
school grades arc not correlated. Students recciving D,F grades
continued as frequently as the students who reccived A, B and C
grades. A grcater nu@bcr of D,F students may rémain in college

because the specially dgsigned‘remedial program is geared to thc

individual's pecrformance level. The chances of temporary success

are far greatcr than in a rcgular program,
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EVALUATION

1) The program has definitely been a success.
Students on the average have shown'a gain of two-year
grade placement in rcading. Some students have improved
as much as five years in one semeSter; Students are
very enthusiastic about tﬂe readiﬁg progrém; many fequest
permission to continue beyond the availablce onc-year
program.

2) A significant improvement in standairds has been
reported by instructors of regular transfor courses which
were formerly hampcred by the presence of remedial and
unrealistic transfer students.

3) The instructors of the remedial program report that
their students arc more motivated than when they were
exposed to transfer courses where they had little or no
chance for success., Instructors feel that in general
these students arc working at maximum cffort.

4) The cutoff score of 14 on the Anmcrican Collegé
Test scems to be a reasonable one, along with the high
school record.

5) It is felt that the gencral fund of knowledge and
skills of these students has bcen increcascd, Dcficiencieé
have been rcpaircd and some students have becen salvaged.

6) The progranm is highly dcpendent on sensitive and
competent counscling and instruction. To sclect and

G-14
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Place on the basis of test scorcs without intensive coun-
. seling and dedicated tecaching would be unfair to the
students involved,

-7) thrcas on}y_a few will complete the Associate
. of Arts degree it-ig feolt that the retention rate is
much greater for this leovel student than was the casc
scveral yecars ago before this Program was available,
This program is meeting individual nceds and the student
has an opportunity to improve his basic skills,

8) The tecst of success cannot be demonstrated by
statistics alonc but rather only by the growth and
recovery of cach individual,

By setting up remedial and transfer courscs and scrcen-

ing students into the proper courses, thosc students nceding

remedial work may be salvaged and thosc capablc of transfer

can attcend classcs maintaining high scholarship standards,




