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THE USE CF AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST (ACT) SCORES AS A
CRITERION FOR ADMISSION TO INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING
PROVIDED PREDICTIVE INFORMATION; BUT ALSO HAD LIMITATIONS.
BEGINNING IN 1961 THIS STUDY FOLLOWED 1,062 FRESHMEN OF THE
UNIVERSITY CF MISSISSIPPI THROUGH THEIR 4 YEARS OF COLLEGE.
THE ACT WAS LIVEN TO ALL INCOMING FRESHMEN SEPARATED INTO
THREE GROUPS BASED ON THEIR ACT SCORES. GROUP I CONSISTED CF
102 STUDENTS WITH COMPOSITE STANDARD SCORES OF LESS THAN 15.
GROUP'.. II CONSISTED OF 250 STUDENTS SCORING BETWEEN 15 AND 18.
GROUP III CONSISTED OF 709 STUDENTS SCORING HIGHER THAN 18.
CORRELATING COMPOSITE SCORES OF GROUPS I AND II WITH
CUMULATIVE GRACE POINTS AT THE END CF EACH SCHOOL YEAR
RESULTED IN CORRELATIONS VERY CLOSE TO ZERO. SIGNIFICANT
CORRELATIONS, HOWEVER, WERE OBTAINED FOR GROUP III. WHEN
SCORES WERE CONSIDERED FOR ALL INCOMING FRESHMEN, THE
CORRELATION BETWEEN COMPOSITE ACT SCORE AND ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT WAS RELATIVELY STRONG AND POSITIVE. TEST
LIMITATIONS WERE EVIDENT SINCE DROPOUT RATE AND ACT SCORES
WERE NOT HIGHLY CORRELATED. THE HIGHEST DROPOUT RATE WAS
AMONG STUDENTS SCORING RELATIVELY WELL ON THE ACT.
FURTHERMORE, THE TEST WAS UNACCEPTABLE IN EVALUATING THE
ABILITY OF FOREIGN STUDENTS TO SUCCEED IN COLLEGE. CNERALL,
THE ACT TEST PROVED TO BE A GOOD INDICATOR CF ACADEMIC
SUCCESS OF INCOMING FRESHMEN. (GB)
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FOREWORD

This is the first major study of the Bureau of Institu-

tional Research, established July 1, 1963.

The question of whether or not to require candidates to

institutions of higher learning to meet a required score on

achievement tests in order to be eligible for admission, has

received considerable attention in recent years. This study

follows the 1062 freshmen who entered The University of

Mississippi in 1961-62 through their four years of college.

This class was not governed by the 1962 policy of The Uni-

versity of Mississippi which requires a student to make on

the American College Test, a minimum score of 15 for

Mississippi students or 19 for out-of-state students for

eligibility for admission to The University of Mississippi.

Therefore, information is contained in this study of students

scoring below the present minimum required for admission as

well as for those scoring above. Dispositions of all stu-

dents, by ACT scores attained, are presented.

It is hoped that the data contained herein will aid in

the making of wise and beneficial decisions regarding minimum

admission requirements for institutions of higher learning.

In analyzing the data for the students involved, the reader

is advised that this class went through an unusual period due

to circumstances surrounding the entrance of James H. Meredith

to The University of Mississippi.

Our thanks are extendecIto Mrs. Nancy Lotterhos, Secretary

to the Director of Institutional Research, for her services in

preparing this volume.

John E. Phay
Douglas McDonald
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Chapter I

INTRODUCTION

The increasing enrollments in colleges and universities

across the country have caused college and university admin-

istrators and their boards to become concerned. Student

selection has become a necessity for most schools with high

school grades and test scores serving as the principle

screening devices. More recently standardized test results

have been used with greater authority to deteinine who should

be admitted to universities of higher learning.

Beginning in 1961-62 the Mississippi Board of Trustees

of Institutions of Higher Learning required that the Ameri-

can College Test be taken as a prerequisite for admission

to state institutions. The Board permits each institution

under its jurisdiction to set a minimum score on the test

as a basis for denying admission to freshmen to the insti-

tution. The composite standard score of 15 was set by The

University of Mississippi as the lowest score permitted for

the admission of students in the 1962-63 school year from

Mississippi students. The minimum admission score set for

out-of-state students was 19.

I. TIE PROBLEM

Since the minimum score was not applied for students

seeking admission in 1961-62, it was thought that a study

to determine the success of the entering freshmen for 1961-

62 based on the scores earned on the American College Test
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during that year would be of benefit to the University in

(studying the relationship of student scores on the ACT and

student progress at the University.

II. THE ACT TEST

From the 1964-66 Student Information Bulletin the Ameri-

can College Test' has been described as follows:

The American College Test (ACT) Program is an ad-
missions, scholarship, guidance, and placement test
battery designed to provide helpful information and
service to colleges, to high schools, and to you,
the student, at a time when it will be most useful.

The ACT battery has two parts. The major part con-
sists of four tests--in English, mathematics, social
studies, and the natural sciences.' The second part
is the Student Profile, which is not a test at all,
but rather a series of questions about your extra-
curricular activities and educational plans.

The purposes of the four tests are explained by saying:

The English examination is primarily a test of appro-
priateness and effectiveness of written expression.
Most items are concerned with elements of diction,
style, phraseology, form, and organization; other
items are related to the correctness and mechanics
of writing. The mathematics test is concerned with
many of the mathematical skills and concepts taught
in high schools.

The tests in social studies and natural sciences
are designed to measure the ability to perform the
kind of reasoning and problem solving required in
these fields. They also include items that test
knowledge of information sources in these fields
and capacity for special study.

A total score on these four test provides an esti-
mate of your ability to succeed academically in
college.2

1The American College Testing Program, 1964-65 Stu-
dent Information Bulletin (Iowa City, Iowa: The Ameinan
College Testing Program, Inc., 1962) P. 2.

2
Ibid.
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Further explanation was given concerning the use of the

test scores by the following statement:

Your scores on the ACT tests are reported to your
high school and yourself for use in future deci-
sions about your college plans.

The scores are. also reported to the colleges you
designate and may be used in a number of different
waysi

To help them decide whether you should be encour-
aged to attend.
To help them decide whetner you should be granted
a scholarship, a student loan, or any special
award or help.
To communicate with you to help make arrangements
for admission and registration.
To help in deciding your placement in English and
mathematics curricula.
To help determine in which sedtions of freshman
English and mathematics you should be enrolled.
To help advise you about your educational goals,
the courses you should take, and how heavy a
load to carry.

Not all colleges use this information for all of these
purposes, but all colleges requesting the scores use
them in at least one of these ways. These colleges are
therefore anxious for you to take the tests if you are
considering the possibility of attending.

III. ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY

In this study the students of the 1961-62 entering fresh-

man class have been separated into three groups based on the

scores earned on the American College Test: These groups

include: (1) students with a composite standard score of

less than 15, (2) students with a composite standard score

of 15, 16, 17, and 18, and (3) students with a composite

standard score of more than 18.

3
Ibid., p. 3.
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Chapter'I gives an analysis of the original class in

regard to sex and residence; i.e., indicating students by sex

from Mississippi and from out-of-state. The percentiles, by

sex, on the basis of separate'. subject matter fields are indi-

cated as well as percentiles for the total composite standard'

scores.

Chapter II presents an analysis of the students with com-

posite standard scores of less than 15 by showing the enroll-

ments, by schools, by semesters, the grade point averages, the

disposition of students, the mean grade point averages,and.the

standard deviation for each ACT score through the four year

period.

Chapter III presents the same data for the students who

were admitted with composite standard scores of 15, 16, 17,

and 18. This division was made since the out-of-state stu-

dents were required to make 19 for admission.

Chapter IV presents the same data for students included

among the 1961-62 entering freshmen who had composite standard

scores of better than 18.

Chapt9r V gives an analysis of the retention of the stu-

dents of the entering class of 1961-62 based on the composite

standard scores of the American College Test. The data show

the number of semesters that students remained at Cie Univer-

sity, the number of students graduating, and the time of

graduation.

Chapter VI presents a summary of the report and con-

clusions concerning the class.



IV. ANAIXSIS OF THE 1961-62 EYIERING FRESHMEN

In the 1961-62 entering freshman class there were 1062

students for which scores on the American College Test (ACT)

were available for all but nine. For these nine, scores were

available on the College Qualifying Test (CQT). The scores

of the College Qualifying Test were transformed to-equivalent

ACT scores by use of the percentiles given for each. However,

by observation of the scores made by a number of students who

had scores on both, it was found that scores on the CQT test

were slightly higher than scores on the ACT test. For this

reason the percentiles presented in this chapter have been

determined on 1053 students who had scores on the ACT test.

This accounts for the variance in number of individuals who

have been counted for making the percentiles and for those

who are included in school enrollments and grade reports

which are included in subsequent chapters.

Table I-1 presents the freshman enrollments by sex and

residence for 1961-62 entering freshmen based on American

College Test composite standard scores.

Tables 1-2 - 1-5 present the percentiles in the four

subject areas of English, mathematics, social studies, and

science and Table 1-6 presents the percentiles for composite

scores for the group under study. The figures vary slightly

from those issued from the Division. of Student Counseling

of The University of Mississippi because this study includes
only the freshmen scores but the percentiles given by the

Counseling Center included a number of upperclassmen who
took the ACT 'for admispion.



TABLE I-3.
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FUSE= ENROLLMENTS BY SEX AND REsirrAcz OF
1961-62 ENTERING FIMSBMEN BASED ON ZiE

AMERICAN COLLE(E TEST cowman
STANDARD SCORES

ss pp
askant s.

-17

o a e
Residents

'dotal,
Enrollments

F T

Below
10 0 9 2 2 9 2 11
10 5 2 7' 1 1 5 3 8
11 9 4 13 2 3 5 11 7 18
12 8 5 13 6 1 7 14 6 2013' 6 6 12 3 2 5 9 8 1714 12 4 16 6 7 13 18 11 2915 '21 12 33 10 8 18 31 20 51
16 24 12 36 1,4 13 27 38 25 63

'17 26 13 39 '10 14 24 36 27 63
18 29 19 48 11 14 25 40 33 73'19 35 26 61 24 23 47 59 49 108
20 33 19 52 20 12 32 53 31 84
21 28 17 45 '22 15 37 50 32 82
22 44 15 59 23 17 40 67 32 99
23 .24 21 45 17 13 30 41 34 75
24 .27 14 41 16 7 23 43 21 64
25 30 9 39 12 5 17 42 14 56
26 19 10 29 11 5 16 30 15 45
27 18 6 24 5 8 13 23 14 37
28 15 2 17. 4 1 5 19 3 22
29 8 3 11 1 1 2 9 4 13
30 10 1 11 3. 1 10 2 1231 8 8 8 8
32 4 4 4 4

Totals 452 220 672 217 173 390 669 393 1062



TAME I-2

PERCENTILES FOR ACT ENGLISH ari
OF 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHICN
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

S

7

as
Score

as

tOMMONNER14111111111RJANIMINIMIMOMMitillININIUMINOMM

36 1 9969 1 99.9
32 2 99.7 2 99.8
31, 3 9.6 2 99 5 99.4
30 3 99 5 98 8 99
29 12 98 15 96 27 97
28 13 96 16 92 29 95
27 8 95 25 87 33 92
26 30 92 35 79 65 87
25 25 88 39 70 64 81
24 36 83 24 61 60 75
23 37 77 56 51 93 68
22 67 70 28 41 95 59
21 55 60 35 33 90 50
20 48 52 31 24 79 42
19 57 45 88 34
18 63 35 11 11 74 26
17 42 28 15 8 57 20
16 33 22 9 4 42 15
15 26 18 5 3 31 12
14 19 14 2 2 21 9
13 17 11 2 1 19 8
12 7 9 2 1 9 6
11 6 8 6 6
10 17 7 17 4
9 11 5 11 3
8 8 3 8 2
7 4 2 4 2
6 4 4 1
5 3 1

2
1 .3 4 3.

4 2 1 2 1
.3
2 1 1 1 .4
1 3 .2 1 .1 4 .1

Totals 661 392 1053*

*Nine students took the CQT but not the ACT and are not
included in this table.



TABLE 1-3,

PERCENTILES FOR ACT MATHEMATICS SCORES
OF 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN

. THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

8

36 1 99.9 1
35 6 99 1 99.8 7
34 6 98 6
33 10 97 1 99.6 11
32 15 95 1 99 16
31 9 94 2 99 11
30 15 92 2 98 17
29 23 89 7 97 30
28 22 85 10 95 32
27 35 81 8 93 43
26 30 76 10 91 40
25 33 71 10 88 43
24 31 67 12 85 43
23 34 62 13 82 47
22 34 57 19 78 53
21 52 50 18 73 70
20 42 43 24 68 66
19 48 36 37 60 85
18 55 28 38 51 93
17 44 21 29 42 73
16 18 16 25 35 43
15 30 13 25 29 55
14 24 8 21 26 45
13 15 6 23 17 38
12 8 4 15 12 23
11 2 3 5 10 7

10 5 2 3 9 8

9 1 2 12 7 13
8 3 2 9 4 12
7 1 3 1
6 3 1 5 2 8

5 1 1 1 1 2
4 3 1 3 1 6

3
2 3 .2 2 .3 5 .2
1

99.9
99.5
99
98
97
96
94
92
89
.86

82
78
74
69
65
59
51
45
37
29
23
19
14
10
7
6
5
4
3

2
2
1
1

11111..INe IIMMI..

Totals 661 392 1053*

*Nine students took the CQT but not the ACT and are not
included in this table.



ACT
Score

TABLE I-4

PERCENTILES FOR ACT SOCIAL STUDIES SCORES
OF 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

dale Females
e

Total
71-

(1) (2] (3) (41 51 t6) (7)

36
35
34
33 1 99.9 1 99.9'
32 2 99.6 1 99.8 3 99.7
31 7 99 2 99.4 9 99
30 19 97 8 98 27 97
29 22 94 6 96 28 95
28 30 90 17 93 47 91
27 18 86 12 90 30 88
26 39 82 24 85 63 83
25 45 76 22 79 67 77
24 28 70 16 74 44 72
23 27 66 19 70 46 68
22 55 60 27 64 82 61
21 28 54 23 58 51 55
20 56 47 23 52 79 49
19 42 40 32 45 74 42
18 29 34 24 38 53 36
17 33 30 28 31 61 30
16 33 25 10 26 43 25
15 31 20 27 22 58 21
14 38 15 20 16 58 15
13 20 12 26 10 46 10
12 15 , 8 4 6 19 7
11 11 6 4 5 15 5
10 6 4 5 4 11 4
9 7 3 5 2 12 3
8 11 2 1 2 12 2
7 3 1 1 1 4 1
-6 2 1 2 1
5 1 .6 2 1 3 1
4 2 .4 2 .3
3 1 .2 1 .1 2 .2
2
1 1 .1 1 .1

Totals 661 3 92 1053*

*Nine students took the CQ but not the ACT and are not
included in this table.



ACTT
Score

T 1-5

PERCENTILES .FOR ACT NATURAL SCIENCE SCORES
OF 1961-62 ENTERING FKESHMEN
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

Mal-es

(4)

Yema les Tbtal
e

16) (7)

36
35
34 1 99.9 1 99.9
33 5 99.4 5 99.6
32 12 98 2 99.7 14 99
31 22 96 1 99.3 23 97
30 11 93 4 99 15 95
29 27 90 4 98 31 93
28 34 86 13 96 47 89
27 21 81 6 93 27 86
26 28 78 14 91 42 83
25 48 72 22 86 70 77
24 32 66 19 81 51 71
23 55 59 29 75 84 65
22 42 52 23 68 65 58
21 43 46 24 62 67 52
20 34 40 30 55 64 45
19 37 34 27 48 64 39
18 28 30 23 41 51 34
17 27 25 18 36 45 29
16 34 21 27 30 61 24
15 26 16 25 24 51 19
14 20 13 23 18 43 15
13 13 10 11 13 24 11
12 14 8 14 10 28 9
11 16 6 7 8 23 7
10 11 4 4 6 15 5
9 11 2 7 5 18 3
8 1 1 7 3 8 2
7 3 1 1 2 4 1
6 2 1 4 1 6 1
5 1 .3 1 1
4 1 .2 2 1 3 .3
3
2 1 .1
1 1 .1

1 .1
1 .04

Totals 661. 392 1058*

*Nine students took the CQT but not the ACT and are not
included in this table.
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TABLE I-6

PERCENTILES FOR ACT COMPOSITE SCORES
OF 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

ACT Ma2es Female a Tot
Score

36
35
34
33
32 4 99.6 4 99.8
31 8 99 8 99
30 10 98 2 99.7 12 98
29 9 96 4 99 13 "` 97
28 19 94 3 98 22 95
27 23 91 14 96 37 93
26 30 87 14 92 44 89
25 41 81 15 87 56 84
24 47 75 17 85 64 79
23 38 68 37 78 75 72
22 69 60 30 69 99 63
21 49 51 32 61 81 55
20 49 44 50 51 99 46
19 58 36 32 40 90 37
18 40 28 32 32 72 30
17 35 23 27 25 62 .23

16 35 17 26 18 61 18
15 31 12 20 12 51 12
14 19 9 10 8 29 8
13 8 '7 9 6 17 6
12 14 5 6 4 20 4
11 11 3 7 2 18 3
10 5 2 3 1 8 1
9 2 1 2 1
8 4 1 4 1
7 1 .3 1 .4
6 1 .3 1 .3
5 1 .2 1 .1 2 .1
4 1 .07 1 .04
3
2
1

Totals 661 392 1053*

*Nine students took the CQT but not. the ACT and are not
included in this table.



Chapter II

ENTERING FREEMEN WITH COMPOSITE STANDARD SCORES
OF LESS THAN 15

When the American College Test was first administered at

The University of Mississippi to entering students in 1961-62

there was no minimum admission score set for entering fresh-

men. For this year, there were 103 students with scores of

less than 15 who maticulatad at The University of Mississippi

and made up 9.7 per cent of the total enrollment of 1062 stu-

dents. With the minimum score fOr admission set at 15 in

1962-63 this group would have been denied admission had they

applied for entrance one year later.

Tables II-1 through 11-8 indicate the enrollments by

schools for all freshmen who were included in this group

(below 15 on the ACT) for each semester. Summer session

enrollments are not given because of the limited number of

students from the group under study who were enrolled during

this period. Changes in classification of students in the

group caused by attendance in the summer sessions are noted

in the data presented for the semester following the summer

session.

Tables II -9 through 11-12 show the cumulative grade point

averages prepared for annual periods_ for preceding times of

,enrollment. In Table 11-9 the summer sessions of 1961 and of

1962 are included in the first year's achievement. In Tables

II-la through TI-12 the reports are prepared at the end of the
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summer session following an academic year and include all the

grades earned prior to that time.

Tables 11-13 through 11-25 indicate the performarme and

disposition by semesters and summer sessions, by individual

scores, of the 103 students who entered the 1961-62 freshman

class with composite standard scores of less than 15.

Table 11-26 indicates the changes in school enrollments

for the group through the entire period of enrollment at The

University of Mississippi.

Tables 11-27 through 11-28 summarize the grade point ave-

rages and disposition by semesters and summer sessions of the

students based on composite standard scores of the American

College Test.



TABLE II-1

INITIAL ENROLLMENT OF 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN
WITH COMPOSITE STANDARD ii OF LESS THAN 15

ON THE AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY SCHOOLS,
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI
BEGINNING OF FIRST SEMESTER

Standard
Score

3.

Arts
ra

or c oo e is ra on

14

6. uca- ngi- ar-
Gov t. tion neerina mac

a

(1 4 (5 6

Below
10 3 4 3 1 11

10 1 3 4 8

11 5 6 6 1 18

12 9 5 5. 1 20

13 8 3 4 2 17

14 6 9 9 3 2 29

Totals 32 30 31 7 3 103

Total
Freshmen
Enrollments
"ir, Schools 574 229 126 103 30 1062

Per cent in
each school
with scores
less than 15 5.6 13.1 25.4 6.8 10.0 9.7
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TABLE 11-2

ENROLLMENT OF 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH
COMPOSITE STANDARD SCrv,S OF LESS MAN 15
ON THE AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY SCHOOLS,
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI, BEGINNING

OF SECOND SEMESTER

o earoocraicnt
Standard sera us.
core rts Gov't tion neerin

Below
10

10

11

12

13

14

1 4 1

1 4

3 5 6 1

4 4 7 1

5 1 2

1 7

5

15

16

13

7 9 8 1 25

.Totals 20 24 31 4 2 81
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I. CLASSIFICATION BY SCHOOLS

At the beginning of the second year the group under study

had dropped from.103 to 51, or to .49.5 per cent, of its initial

.enrollment, as is indicated in Table 11-3. Of the 32 students

enrolled in the College of Liberal Arts at the beginning of

the first semester of 1961-62, 14 remained in the University

at the opening of the third semester. Of these 14, two had

transferred to the School of Business and Government, three

to the School of Education, and nine remained in the College

of Liberal Arts. One student transferred to the College of

Liberal Arts from the School of Engineering. Thus 18, or

56.25 per, cent, had dropped out of school from the College

of Libdral Arts since the opening of the preceding year.

The School of Business and Government had an initial

enrollment of 30 students. At the opening of the first sem-

ester of 1962-63, 11 students of the original group remained

in the School of Business and Government, four had trans-

ferred from the School of Business and Government to the

School of Education, two transferred from the College of

Liberal Arts to the School of Business and Government. Of

the initial group, 15,or 50 per cent, had dropped out of the

University since the opening of the preceding year.

The School of Education retained 16 of its original 31

students in the group under study. There were three stu-

dents who transferred from the College of Liberal Arts and

four students who transferred from the School of Business and

Government to the School. of Education. The School of Educa-.
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tion lost 15,or 48.4 per cent, of its initial 31 through drop

outs.

The School of Engineezing retained three of its initial

seven students and one transferred to the College of Liberal

Arts. This indicates the loss from the University for this

group was three, or 43 per cent, of the initial group.

The School of Pharmacy retained two of the three stu-

dents who enrolled in the school as freshmen in 1961-62.

One,or 33 1/3,per cent of the initial group was no longer

enrolled at The University of Mississippi.
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TABLE 11-3

ENROLLMENT OF 1961-62 ENTERING Fes' r:N WITH
COMPOSITE STANDARD SCLS OF LESS THAN 15

OTHE AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY
8UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI, :: GINNING

OF THIRD SULSTER

Standard 17 ra
Score Arts

Below
10

10

11 2 4 3 1 10

12 3 2 4 1 10

13 2 2 4 1 9

14 3 4 6 1 14

1 3

3

1 5

3

Totals 10 13 23 3 2 51



TABLE 11-4

ENROLLMENT OF 1961-62 ENTERING FWESHMEN WITH
COMPOSITE STANDARD SCIN S OF LESS THAN 15
ON THE AMERICAN GE TEST, BY SCHOOLS,
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI, :AINNING

CF FOURTH SEirSTER

Standard
Score Arts

or c oo o e s rat on
uca- :ng 7 ar

Gov t. tion neerl mac

19

Below
10

10

13.

12

13

14

1 3 1 5

3 3

1 2 4 1 8

3 2 3 8

2 2 4 8

2 3 6 1 12

Totals 8 10 23 1 2 44
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Table 11-5 indicates that of the initial 103 students

with composite standard scores of less than 15 on the Ameri-

can College Test who had enrolled two years previously, only

37, or 35.9 per cent, enrolled at the beginning of the 1963-

64 school year. Although some students of the initial enroll-

ment had changed schools in the University, there were remain-

ing only three of the initial 32 in the College of Liberal

Arts, eight of the initial 30 in the School of Business and

Government, 12 of the initial 31 in the School of Education,

none of the original seven in this School of Engineering, and

one of the initial three in the School of Pharmacy.

The tendency of the group of students who entered The

University of Mississippi as freshmen in 1961-62 with com-

posite standard scores of less than 15 on the American Col-

lege Test, was to move from the College of Liberal Arth to

the professional schools. Seven of the students in the School

of Education had originally been in the College of Liberal

Arti. There were two transfers to the School of Education

from the School of Business and Government, and one trans-

fer each from the Schools of Education, Engineering, and

Pharmacy to the School of Business and Government.
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TABLE 114

ENROLLMENT OF 196142 ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH
COMPOSITE STANDARD scans OF LESS THAN 15
ON THE AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY SCHOOLS,
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI, GINNING

OF FIFTH SE STIR

of Reistration
Standard ra s. :uca- :ng ar- o a
Pcore Arts Gov't. ion neerina ma

1 4 7

Below
10 1 2 1 4

10 2 2

11 3 4 7

12 1 1 4 6

13 1 3 4

14 2 5 7 14

Totals 3 11 22 1 37
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TABLE 11-6

ENROLLMENT OF 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH
CO SITE STANDARD SCORES 01? LESS THAN 15
ON TH AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY SCHOOLS,
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI, BEGINNING

OF SIXTH SEMESTER

o ege or oo o :scr s ra ion
Standard Liberal Bus. & Educa- Engi- Mar- Tofal
Score Arts Gov't. ton neeri mac

1 4

Below
10 1 1 1 3

10 1 1

11 2 3 5

12 1 1 4 6

13 1 3 4

14 2 4 7 13

Totals 3 9 19 1 32
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At the beginning of .the fourth year the grbup of students

under study had drOpped from an initial enrollment of 103 stu-

dents to an enrollment of 33, or 32.0 per cent, of its initial

enrollment. During the third academic year of enrollment the

loss was from 37, who were enrolled at the beginning of the

fifth semeste4 to 33 for the beginning of the seventh semester,

a net loss of 4 students. However, the actual loss from the

beginning of the fifth semester to the beginning of the seventh

semester was nine students. Five students who had previously

been enrolled at the University but were not enrolled at the

beginning of the fifth semester returned at the beginning of

the seventh semester.

Of the initial 32 students in the College of Liberal Arts,

there were six remaining at the beginning of the seventh sem-

ester. This represents an increase of three over the preceding

year's enrollment caused by the return to the University of

four students who originally were enrolled,but not enrolled at

the beginning of the fifth semester in the College of Liberal

Arts, and the withdrawal of one student from the college after

the beginning of the fifth semester.

Of the initial 30 students in the School of Business and

Governient, only five remained at the beginning of the seventh

semester. There were transfers of one student from each of

the Schools of Education, Engineering, and Pharmacy to the

School of Business and Government, There were no transfers

after the beginnim of the fifth semester although the school

lost three students by withdrawal from the University.
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In the School of Education there was an initial enroll-

ment of 31 students of which only ten 'remained at the beginning

of the seventh semester. Eight students had transferred from

other Schools since initial enrollment, as follows: College

of Liberal Arts, five; School of Business and Government, two;

and School of Engineering, one via College of Liberal Arts.

There were no changes in schools either to or from the School

of Education. There were five withdrawals and one re-entry

after the beginning of the fifth semester and at the beginning

of the seventh semester.

In the original enrollment of seven students in the

School of Engineering, not a single student remained at the

beginning of the seventh semester although one student was

still enrolled at The University of Mississippi in the School

of Business and Government.

There was an initial enrollment of three in the School

of Pharmacy. Only one remained in the School of Pharmacy at

the beginning of the seventh semester. One student trans-

ferred to the School of Business and Government and one with-

drew.

Itft

:
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TABLE II-7

ENROLLMENT OF 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH
COMPOSITE STANDARD SCORES OF LESS THAN 15
ON THE AMERICAN cc TEST, BY SCHOOLS,
THE UNIVERSITY OF tz;ISSIPPI, BEGINNING

OF SEVENTH SEMESTER

Standard ra
Score Arts

Below
10

10

11

12

13

14

Colle. -T or School of Re istration
s. uca- ngi- ar-

.neerin mac

25

o a

1 2

3.

3 3

2 1 3

1 1 3

3 2 6

Totals

1 4

1

6

6

5

11

6 8 18 1 33

+.!
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TABLE 11-8

ENROLLMENT OF 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH
COMPOSITE STANDARD SCORES OF.LESS THAN 15
ON THE AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY SCHOOLS,
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI, BEGINNING

OF EIGHTH SEMESTER

Standard
Score

(1)
. Colle

ra us. &
Gov't.
au

Arts
(2T

26

or School of Re iiEFFET3E----'--
uca- ngi-

tion neerin
141

Below
10 1

1

1

2

1

13 1 1

14 3 2

2

2

2

6

ar- o a
macy

1 3

4

'4

4

11

Totals 6 7 12 1 26
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II. STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

When the students under study entered the 1961-62 fresh-

man class at The University of Mississippi the grade point

average was based on a five point grading system. All grades

which are used in this study have been translated to the four

point grading system which was initiated at the beginning of

the fifth semester following initial enrollment of these stu-

dents, or the first semester of 1963-64.

Tables 11-9 through 11-12 show the annual cumulative grade

point averages, the mean grade point average, the standard

deviation for individual composite standard scores of less than

15 on the American College Test, and the correlation coefficient

between the cumulative grade point averages and the ACT scores,

Tables 11-13 through 11-25 indicate like data for each semester

and summer session and the disposition of the students during

each enrollment period.

4The formula which was used to translate the five point
grade-point-average to the four point grade-point-average
was as follows: New Grade Points = Total Grade Points -
(No. Hours Attempted + No. Hours Failed).
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the preceding tables of ChaPter.-II,...ihe dat,
thdidee en Intents it 1o1s k .rb4aah*7.6-elitestiir éuinther

" 4 r . -
session for entering fieEhMen r4t4 c:Orgp'osite standard scores

of lees -than 15 On.the'llmeritAn College Test have been pre--

g

sented. .The, enrollients' indiate 'a dro.p, for:the .group frollt
an initial enrollment of 103 during the :first semester of.
1.961-62.te...25 at the end of the second semester-. of 1964765.

or the end of eight semesters. Coefficients of -co-rrelati,an'

.-though ..not an integral part of the 'study, range--from highs

.295' and .239 during the gixth and eighth semesters to a

low of -.111 during the 1662 slimier ses'si,on.

In the following section the tables which were presented
.

this .ohapte.x.t have 'been: summarized. Ii;

Table .11,-26 presents, summarieS- of enrollments by schools

and' by semesters. . .

. ' ... , . .

- *. Table 11-27 shows a. summary of the grade point averages

and disposition, by semestetrs and , summer sessions; of the
. .. .,

1961-62.entering freshmen."-with coidPosite -siandard scores of '
. -

less than 15 on the American College Test.
Table .II-28 shows a Complete summary of the grade. point

averages and disposition, by semesters and summer sessions,
..

for individual 'scores of. the 1961-62 entering freshmen with
composite standard scores of less than 15 on the American
.C011ege Testi,
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OLLI4EiT':-OF:-1961 -62 ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH
I a]) L,SCORES.:OF *LESS :THAN- 15. ON

COL GE TEST, "BY SCHOOLS 'AND -BY.
SEMEST .',111/E. 'UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI.

1961-60- -- -1964-66

Year of Enrol mere

School or til47.7-ficl-r. -ltTrw-72nd .17s71
e Sem. Sem. -Sem. Seim, Sem,: 'Sem. Sem.

:Liberal Arts

`Busiiiess and
Goirernment

Education 18 12

Engineeritg
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Chapter III
ENTERING MS N WITH COMPOSITE STANDARD

SCORES OP 15, 16, 17, 18

The American College Test was administered to all stunt
,

dents who entered. The University of Mississippi during the

summer and fall of 1961. Since there was no minimum score
AI;(4

used for admission purposes, 1C3 students with scores of less

than 15 were admitted. In Chapter II these students are ana-

lyzed in regard to schools, or college, in which they were

enrolled and in regard to their grade point averages and dis-

position for a period of three years. This group made up 9.7

Per cent of the total initial enrollment of 1062 students.

In this chapter, the students who entered the 1961-62

freshman class with composite standard scores of 15, 16, 17,

18 on the American College. Test are analyzed in regard to the

schools, or college, in which they were enrolled and in regard

to their grade point averages and disposition for a period of

four years and five summer sessions. This group had an initial

enrollment of 250, or 23.5 per cent, of the total freshman

class at the beginning of the, first semester of 1961-62. This

group was composed of approximately two and one half times as

many, students as the group which scored less than 15 on the

American College Test,

Tables III -1 through III-8" present an analysis of the

studentgenrollPent"OnrthePlbailw of*scbres;'b* scht ols.
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for eight semesters. As was done in Chap er II, summer sesp

sions are not included in enrollment data because of limited

r:onrollments and limited changes which occur. Changes in

schools which were made during the summer 'session may be noted

in the semester following the summer session.

Tables III-10 through III-21'present the grade point ave-

rages and disposition of students through eight semesters and

the summer sessions of 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964, and 1965.

Table 111-22 presents a summary of the enrollments by

schools through eight semesters.

Tables 111-23 through 111-24 present a summary of the

grade pOint averages and disposition of the group under study.
6



a.

TABLE III-1

ENROLLMEM OF,THE 1961-62 ENTERING FRBSHMEN WITh COMPOSITE
STANDARD SCORES OF 15, 16, 17, 18 ON THE

AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY SCROOLS,
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI
BEGINNING OF FIRST :SEMESTER

o e e or oo e s s ra on
Standard
Score

ra us. uca- ng ar-
Gov't tion neerina mac

0

owe

15

16

17

18

18

21

38

37*

16

24

15

21*

76

229 126

`Totals 114

Total Enroll-
ments in
Schools 574

Per cent in
each school
naking scores
of 15, 16,
17, 18 1909
017711111017,7=01707MMOII

7,

13

12

12

46

33.2 36.5

1

103

4

1

2 73*

51

63

63

10 250

30 1062

3.9 33.3 23.5

*Two students with scores on the College Qualifying Test
transferred to equivalent AmeriCan College Test scores by use
of percentiles
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TABLE 111-2

ENROLLMENT OF THE 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH COMPOSliE
STANDARD SCORES OP 15, 16, 17, 18 ON THE

AMERICAN COLLEGE TE$T, BY SCHOOLS,
THE UNIVERSITY OP MISSISSIPPI
BEGINNING OP SECOND SEMESTER

e e or c oo o e istra ion
Standard s 11C14 tg o aar--

Score Arts Gov t. tion neng mac

15 14 16 12

16 17 19 11

17. 32 17 7

18 28 21 10

Totals 91 73



ICATION SCHCOLS

At, the beginning of the second year the enrollment for

the initial group of 250 students who had made a composite

standard score of 15, 16, 17 18 on the American College Test

in 1961 had dropped to 163, a total loss of 87 students, or,

34 w 8 per cent, of the initial enrollmeut. Of the 114 students

in the College of Liberal Arts at the beginning of the first

semester of 1961-62 73 remained at the opening of the third

semester. Of these 78, eight had transferred to the School

of Business and Government, 12 to the School of Education,

and 53 remained in the College of Liberal Arts. Two students

from the School of Business and Government four stuCients

from the School of Education and one student from the School

of Engineering had transferred to the College of Liberal Axts.

The allege of Liberal Arts had lost 40, or 35.1 per cent, of

its students from enrollment in the University after one year.

The School of Business and Government had an initial

enrollment of 73. At the opening of the second year 53 re-

mained it the same school, two transferred to the College of

Liberal Arts, and two transferred to the School of Education.

There were eight students from the College of Liberal Arts

and one from the Schoo/ < of Engineering who had enrolled in

e School of Business and Government. This school lost 17,

3. 3 -per .cent, of its initial: enro -lment from the Univer-
.

.st.#dentS.extro1.104-.in.,:the-Sohaly.of

on ,at the flnin e fir6 semester of ;961 6

settss er en PM



rts and
the '14beral.

silted in %pile 'School,:of,Educatiion,

studerits frOi the, College of;- Liberal. ArtS

0001 tf Busindso altd,Goveimment Whd enrolled in the School

of -Education at the beginning cif the, third semester. Ile

There were

and two f,roti, the

loss fromthe University was 21, or 45.7 per cent, of the
in4.tieil; enrollment in the Schoo1 EdUcation.

The Schoca'of Engieering retalned only one of its ini-
tial enrollment and one transferred to the Coilege of Liberal

Arts. There' was a loss o one, or 33 1/3 per cent, from the

University of the beginning enrollment in the School of Engi-

neering.

There were ten students in the group under study who ini-

tially enrolled in the School of Pharmacy. At the opening of

the third semester, only five, or 50 per cent, of this group

remained.



. . .

a

4,
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TABLE III

El4R0i4 F THE 1961-62,EiTTERING'FRESHMEN WITH COMPOSITE
ANUARD SCORES OF .1.5, 16. 17, 18 ON Eir

AMERICAN COLLEGE' TEST, HY SCHOOLS,
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

BEGINNING "OF THIRD SEMESTER

o ee or- coo o eelstra ion
Standard oera Bus. & duca- altar- Total
Score -Arts- Gov't. tion neerin magic

Yi

15 10 10 11 .

16 10 17 10

17 21 14 5

18 , 19 21 9

33

2 39

41

1 50

Totals, 60 . 62 .35 163

.,

7,'.1;,r5
.e.
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TABLE n X-4

OLLMEN'i OF THE 1961-6'2 ENTERING EVESEMEN,ritE.HCCOWCIS
STANDARD ,SCORES OF 15,,,16, 17, ,18 ON THE

AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, 'BY, SCHOOLS,
THE IMIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI
IE'GINNING OF .FOURTH SE ESTER

."---------tolle e c=7'ca-"o:=3=aTion
Standard Ma"ir us . & 'Ilea- Engl. Phar- TotaltsScore= Ar Gov't. rt i a -* -I* I I .

I ci

15 '10 28

"10 2 34

3.7 12 12' 7 1 32

18 18 19 9 1 48
aumr4Pfwariiiviamma, 1..=firr-...or

TotalS 46 53 36 142
a....../.1.0.iliONNALVINIM.MMNIN/4.11111..1.1111

*One of the students previously enrolled in the Schoolof Engineering returned to the University after an absenceof two semesters.

It,

<

'

A*:1

NJ
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Pram the initial.enrollxnent rJerioct at the beginning of

the 1961-62 school year to the beginning of the third year
of enrollment, the ptudents who made composite standard scores
of 15, ?..6, 17, 18 4.n. 1961 dropped from 250 to .118,. a loss of

132 students, or4 52.8 per cent of thd enrollment.

The:-drop fram the beginning of the athird Mi -o,:orAster to the begin-

ning of the fifth semester was from 163 to 118, a loss of 45
itudents, or am per cent, of the enrollment for the preceding
year. Although some of the students in the initial enrollment

had changed schools in the Univerthity, there were ,30 of the

initial 114 in the College of Liberal Arts,, 36 of the original

76 in the School of Business and Goverru-ent, 14 of the begin-

ning 46 in the School of Education, two of the initial four
in the. School of Engineering, and five of the original ten
in the School of Pharmacy remaining.

The transfers from one school to ainother were not as pre-
,

valent in this group as were the transfers among the students
of the group which had scores of less 'than 15 on the American

ollege Test. There were nine' transfers to the Schc I. of

Business and Government. and 1:3. to the School of. Ed -a.; from

initial enrollment in the College of Liberal ArtE., The

chool of Business and -Government had two students to transfer
the rCollege of Liberal Arts and four: to the School of Edu-

cation after two years. There was one transfer to the College

L ra and one transfer to the School of Business and

°imminent:, f r the School of Education. One student who la--
ad previously



64

transferred to the College of Liberal Arts,: but at the begin-
riing of the fifth senitester had enrolled' in the School of puE3i-
rte sas _and ,aoleerztraent

r.
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TABLE IIIi 5

ENROLLMENT OP THE 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH COMP' MITE
. STANDARD SCORES OF 15, 18, 17, 18 ON THE

AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST* BY SCHOOLS,
UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

MGINNING OF FIFTH SEMESTER

o e e 676753=orig
*Standard 3. t ra us.core Arts Gov't

uca
tion

ngl-
neerin

ar- ota
mac

MEM 7
15 23

'16 :6 10 2 27
.

17 13 1 28

18 14 17 40

Totals 33 47 31 2 11.8
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TABLE 6

ENROLLMENT OVUM 1961-62 .ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH compopITE
STANDARD SCORES.OF:15, 16, 17, 16' ON THE

AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY SCHOOLS,
TEE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI.
BEGINNING OF SIXTH SEMESTER

Colle e or School of Re istration
Standard i ra :us. uca- ng ar- ota
Bcore Aita Gov't w tion neerin mac

15 5 5 9 I 1 21

16. 6 12 9 2 2P*'

17 8 15 5 1 29*

18 15 17 8 1 1 42*

Totals 34* 49* 3l* 2 5 121*
1.4Nownot....mmormely/Omiam.....r.m.rowommwpaIrl.neemteveo

*Eight students returned to The University of Mississippi
after being out the previous semester, including two in the
College of Liberpl Arts Sfour in the School of Business and
Government, and two in the School of Education.

1 le

.4.

!

ep
ei
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)Froam an initial enrollment at the beginning of the 1961-

62, school year to the beginning of the fourth year of enroll-
,

ment in 1964-66, the students who made a composite standard

score of 15, 16, 18 in "1961 drOpped from 25o to 89, a

loss of 161 students, or a 64.4 per cent loss, from the ini-
tial enrollment. The loss between the beginning of the third.
year, or the fifth semester, and the beginning of the fourth
year,' or the seventh semester, was from 118 to 89, a ,loss of
29 students, or 24.6 per cent, of the enrollment for the pre-
vious year.

In the College of Liberal Arts there.. were 21. of the ini-
tial enrollment of 114. After the beginning of the fifth
semester and..at the beginning. of the seventh semester ore, stu-
dent transferred to the College of Liberal Arts from the School
of Business and Government, the .School. of Education, and the

School of Engineering,: and two returned after an absenae, of
I

a year.

After t4e beginning of the fifth semester and to the

beginning. of the seventh semester in the School of Business

and Goverment, 3], of the initial enrollment of 76 remained,
two transferred, from the College of Liberal Arts, one trans-
ferred from' the School of Education, and seven returned.after
an absence of one year. Two students transferred from the
School of Business Wand Government to the College. of Liberal

Arts a.pd one student transferred to the School of Education
Prom``the, beginning of the fifth semester until the open-

no of the seventh semester,- the.School of Educa.tion retained

transferred
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to the School of Education from the School of BuSiness and

Government and one returned after being out of school during

the previous year. The School -of Education lost one 'student

to the College of Liberal Atto
,
during the year.

The School of Engineering had an initial enrollment of

four students which dropped to two students at the beginning

of the fifth semester and at the beginning of the seventh

semester there were no students with scores of 15, 16, 17, 18

left in the School of Engineering. One student transferred

f ram the School of Engineering to the pollege*of Liberal Arts.

In the School of Pharmacy there was an initial enrollment

o1 ten students which dropped to five students at the beginning

of the fifth semester and to three at the beginning of the

seventh semester. Wo students withdrew after the beginning

of the fifth semester and prior to the opening of the seventh

Semester.

4*,

:.

e-



TABLE III -7

THE 1961-62 ENTERING POMO WITH C
scans ov 15 16, 17, 1 rbit THE

CAN COLLEGE TiST By scH
THE IINIIMRSITY k1S$ISSIPPI
legINNING OF SEVENTH SEMESTER
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TABLE III -

COL NT. OF TM 9 1 6 2 ENURING FRESHMEN WITH. COMPOSITE
ANIVIRD, SCORES OF 16,16, 17, 18 ON
'AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY SCHOOLS,

THE VATIVERSITY'OF MISSISSIPPI,
..EsanilaNq OF EIGHTH SEMESTER

o e e or c oo o e s rat on
Standard 1 ra. s. uca- ng ar- Total
Score Arts Gov't 'tion neer mac

16

R.

17 17

8 10 18

17 30 63

r-

..4.e.

R ;
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As- indio4ted. in. Chapter, II, the grade Point averages of

students under'' study was, baled on a five point, gr4ding sYstem

.::i4liet-i-thett 'Sere 6,4Mitted,20 The Universitir of .-MissisSi$,,opi At

the beginning pf the fifth semester of enrollment tthe grading
system was changed to a foUr point grading system. All grades

which are used{ in this study have been translated to the four

,pfint,gr4ingsystem.by the fOrmula shovin -on,13040 27..

,''Tables. throU4h-ITT7i12- show the- annual. cumulative-,

grade point averages, the mean grade point average and the
4 4,

standard- deviation' for individual composite standard scores
of 15, 164 17, 18 on the ,American College Test, and the
correlation coefficient between the cumulative grade point
averages and, the -test` scores.

Tables 111.13 through III 25 indicate like dat'a for each
semester and summer session and the disposition of ithe stu

dents duiing each 4p.tollinen \\period.
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89

III R SUMMARY OF REF( ,1

In the preceding tables of this chapter the data indi-

cate enrollments in schools by semester amd. by scores on the

American College Test and the grade point averages and disc

position of the entering freshmen of 1961-6/ with scores on

the American College Test of 15, 16, 17, 18.

The enrollments indicate a drop of students with scores

on the test of 15, 16, 17, 18 from an initial enrollment of

250 during the first semester of 1961-62 to 63 at the end of

'the second semester of 1964-65, or the end of eight semesters.

The correlation coefficients of the grade point averages var-

ied from .096 for 154 students earning grader during the third

semester to -.070 for 36 students earning grirdes during the

1963 summer session indicating practically no correlations

between grade point averages and ACT scores :t n the range of

15, 16, 17,.18.

In Table 1126 the enrollments by schools have been

summarized by schools and by semesters.

Table 111-27 shows a summary of the grade point aver-

ages and disposition, by semesters and summer sessions, of

the 1961-62 entering freshmen with composite standard scores

of 15, 16, 17, 18 on the American College Tev,t.

Table 111-28 shows a complete summary of the grade point

averages and disposition, by semesters and summer sessions,

for individual scores or the 1961-62 entering freshmen with

composite standard scores of 15, 16, 17, 18 on the American

College Test.



TABLE 111-26

ENROLLMENT OF 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH CITE
STANDARD SCCRES OF 15 16, 17, 18 ON THE AMERICAN

COLLEGE TEST, THE fiNIVERSITT or MISSISSIPPI
196162-1964-65

r"----urnrc=i7aroenr"--
4

School or 1st to 1st fiiir 1st 2nd

Colle e Sem. Sem. Sem. Sem. Sem. Sem.

90

1st 2nd
Sem. Sem.

Liberal Arts 114 91 60 46 33 34 26 17

Business and
Government 76 73 62 53 47 49 39 30

Education 46 40 35 36 31 31 21 14

Engineering 4 2 1 2 2 2

Pharmacy 10 8 5 5 5 5 3 2

Totals 250 214 163 142 118 121* 89 63

*The increase in enrollment for the second semester of

1963-64 over the first semester of the same year caused by

return of seven students not enrolled during the first

semester
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The third 7i:cup of students under study includ.es all

students who enrolled in the 1961-62 entering freaman act:3s

,

with composite standard scorea of greater than, 18 on the

Americari College Test. This group was compoSed of 709 stu-

dents whichcomprised 66.8 per cent of the total enrollment.

The .highest score-attained by a student in this particular

class at The University of Mississippi was 32 out of a pos-

si,ble score of 3-6.

Tables IV-1 through IV -8 indicate the enrollments by

schools for freshmen who were included in this group for each

semester. As in Chapter II and Chapter III, the summer ses-

included because of the limited number

ChangeS in student classifications

which made during summer school are, noted in the data

presented for the semester following the summer session.

Tables IV- 9 through IV-12 show the cumulative grade

point averages prepared for annual periods for the preceding

time of enrollment,

Tables IV-13 throu IV-25 indica to the rerformance and

'disposition, .by semester and summer gessions, am:11:y ACT

scores, of the 709 students who entered the 1961762 freshman

with composite standard s ore of greater than 18.

4.e '1V- summarizes the enrollments in each school,

based, on.,saniesters ',thai:ough:theittirepeii0d of
,

he University of Mississippi.



TABLE IV-1

ENROLLMENT OF THE 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN
WITH COMPOSITE STANDARD SCORES OF GREATER THAN

18 ON THE AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY SCHOOLS,
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

BEGINNING OF FIRST SEMESTER

Standard
Score

0 e e or
era ;us.

Arts Gov't.
4-72)

19 57 29 18 2

20 44 23 9 6

21 52 18 -7 4

22 57 19 3 11

23 55 9 2 9

24 47 6 1 10

25 27 11 4 13

26. 27 3 - 2 12

27 21 '2 3 10

16 1 5

29 9 4

30 9 3'

00 0 e s ra on
ar-

neerin mac Total
uca-

tion

99

2 84

1 82

9 99

75

64

1 56

1 45

1 37

28 22

13

12

31 . 5 8

32 2 2 4
,AMM11M7111111....{

T9tals 428 123 49 92 17 709
.. ..... . , ...Total enroll-.

meats' in
schools 574 229. 126 103 30 1062

Per cent in each
school makinc.
scores of' better
than 18 74.6 53.7 38.9 89.3.; 66.8

:11 .
,

+.1



TABLE IV-2

ENROLLMENT OF THE 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH
COMPOSITE STANDARD SCORES OF GREATER THAN 18
ON THE AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY SCHOOLS,

.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI
BEGINNING OF SECOND SEMESTER

Standard era
:Score. Arts Gov t

19

20'

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

45

38

47

51

52

41

25

25

20

17

100

ng -
tion neuing mac Total

Loi---

29 19 1 2 96

23 12 4 1 78

20 6 4 1 78

23 5 6 8 93

12 3 4 71

0.

11 2 7. 61

11 4 9 2 51

3 1 11 1 41

2 3 8 1 34

1 4 22

9 4 13

8 3 1 12:

6 1 1 8

2 2 4

samlmsimamismo

386 136 55 6.8 17 662.

jj
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Is CLASSIFICATION elms
From Table IV-3, it can be see 't that the enrollment of

the group under study had dropped 4ma. 709 as the initial

enrollment to 525 at the beginning of the second year. This

represents a loss of 30.0 per cent of the initial group.

There were 428 students enrolled in the College of Liberal.

Arts at the beginning of the first semester of 1061-62 and

286 remained at the beginning of the third semester. Of the

428 students enrolled in the College of Libertal Arts at the

beginning of the first semester of 1961-62, 310 remained in

the University at the beginning of the second year, or the

third semester. Of the 310 students remaining, 265 con-

tinued in the College of Liberal Arts, 22 transferred to the

'School of Business and Government, 19 to the School of Edu-

cation, one to the School of Engineering, and three to the

'School of Pharmacy. One hundred eighteen students, or

27.6 per cent, who were initially enrolled in the College

of Liberal Arts'had dropped out completely.

In the School of .Business and Government there was an

initial enrollment of 12. At the beginning of the third

semester, 89 continued in the University with 83 continuing

in the School of Business and Government, four transferring

to the College of Liberal Arts, and two to the School of

Education. Thirty-four, or 27.6 per cent, had withdrawn

from the University.

There were 49 students in the School of Education at

the beginning of the session 1961-62. Of these, 31 continued

in the 6,001 a t Education, two changed to 'tite College of
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Liberal Axts, and one to the School of Pharmacy. Fifteen,

or 30.6 per cent, were not enrolled at the beginning of the

second year.

The Solrol of Engineering had an initial enrollment, of

92 students from the group with scores of greater than 18 on

the Attericaa College Test. At the beginning of the second

year 47 remained in the School of Engineering, 15 transferred

to the College of Liberal Arts, 12 to the School of Business

and Government, and two to the School of Education. Fifteen,

or 16.3 per cent, of the initial enrollment had dropped out

at the beginning of the second year:

The initial enrollment in the School of Pharmacy was 17.

The second year began with 15 continuing in the School of

Pharmacy and one transferring to the School of Business and

Government. One, or 5.9 per cent, of the original enroll-

mint had withdrawn from the University.



TABLE 17-3

ENROLLMENT OF THE 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH
CONPOSITE STANDARD SCORES OF GREATER THAN 18

ON THE AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY SCHOOLS,
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI
BEGINNING OF THIRD SEMESTER

o e e or o oo o a e
Standard 3. era. :us,. uca- ng
Score Arts. Gov't. tion neerin



TABLE IV-4

ENROLLMENT OF THE 1961.62 ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH
COMPOSITE STANDARD SCORES OF GREATER THAN 18

ON THE AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY SCHOOLS,
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI
BEGINNING OF FOURTH SEMESTER

104

-------__..S2eascooRejtration_Standard LiberalBus.&Eduba-Efigi--Phar-
Score Arts Gov't. tion neerin mac Total

Il)
s.
c2) (8)..4.-

1

19 22 22

20 17 18
,

21 27 20

22 31 21 7

23
31 11 4

24 28 9 3

25 19 8 2

26 X20 5 1

19 3 4

13 2

18

11

8

27

28

29

30

Si'
32

2

3

4

2

3

3

'4

3

2

65

1 49

2 60

6 69

48

43

37

29

30

19

11

10

5

TotalS 247 1120 '58 16 478
gmmirompoopommpommosimm.p.mmnillIMONAMPFMMIOmmililly* 111101110......A.M.014.



105

As indicated in Table IV-5 the enrollment of the group\

of students under study in this chapter dropped from an

initial enrollment of 709 to 421 at the beginning of the third

year, a loss of 288 students, or 40.6 per cent.

Enrollment in the College of Liberal Arts Aft the beginh

Aing.dfahe second Irearywas .286, c5f)i9hibh.;220,memained,at'Ahe

Universltylat.the.bleginning of the third year. This repret-,

sented a loss of 23.1 per of the previous year's enroll-

ment. At the beginning of the third year the enrollment of

the College of Liberal Arts was 203 which inoltided 192 stu-

dents who continued in Liberal Arts, five who transferred fromk

the School of Business and Government, and six who transferred

from the.School of Engineering. There were 28 students who

were enrolled in the College of Liberal Arts during-the second

year who transferred to other schools as follows: School of

Business and Government, .A; Sohool of Eduaation, 11; and

School of Pharmacy, two.

Of the 119 students who were enrolled in theiSchool of

Business and Government 'at the beginning of ,the, second year,

1650Yr 180.2 per cent, remained-in'the UniverSitY at the

!Deginning of the thitd. year. There were 40 students who

enrolled in the School of BitsinessAnd Government at the.

beginning of the third-yeat. This enr611ment consisted of

100 'students who were enrolled in the &thool at the,03eginning

of the previous year, 15 who transferred from the .College of

iberal Arts, three who transferred from the School' of Engi-
.

AeetiAg, and one who transferred from the School of Pharmacy.

enro4ment intu*inins Gorernment
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there were five students who transferred to the College of

Liberal Arts.

In the School of Education the second year enrollment

was 55. Forty-three, or 78.2 per cent, of these were enrolled

in the University at the beginning of the third year. All

of these students continued in the School of Education. There

were 11 students who transferred to the School of Education

from the College of Liberal Azts after the opening of the pre-

vious year.

Of the 48 students who were enrolled in the School of

Engineering at the beginning of the second year, 36, or 75.0

per cent, remained in the University at the beginning of the

third year. At the beginning 'of the third year of enroll-
,

ment the School of Engineering had 27 students enrolled who

'tad been enrolled in the school during the previous year.

Of the other students who had been enrolled,in Engineering

during the previous )Year` and were still enrolled in the Uni-

VersitY, six transferred to the College of Liberal Arts and

three tran'sferred to the School of Business and Government.

The elytriX0 group .of l7- students . were enrolled u t the(

13cluool of Pharmacy at.the begihning of the third year. All

except one. student continued in the School of Pharmacy.

his one,student transferred to the School of Business and

GoVernment, students who .,Eransferred to theThe 5r+ two

.4 Pharmacy from the dollege of Liberal Azts after

.making'' 0: 1,



TABLE. IV-5

ENROLLMENT OF THE 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH
COMPOSITE' STANDARD SCORES OF GRATER THAN 18

ON THE AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY SCHOOLS,
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

BEGINNING OF FIFTH SEMESTER

Oioi01.6eummommommoo.

Standard
Score

b

.1.1.010141!....11111W,

107 s0 %

ar176-777;;Zoo et on

Arts
us. duca-

Gov't. tion
ng

neerin
ar-

Totalmac

14 22 18"

20 15 . 15 11

8

.

22 27

23 I, 24 112 3
.

.,24 .11, 3.

17. :; :0,;
',,.

., 2.7 16 4

,

4 3.

31
!!

57

1 42

2 49t.
3 64

3212

39

2 40

5 37

4 24.

2 1 26

3 18
T.-

2 9

2 1 8
,..

1 5

1 ,.....,k

I. ;'.

54 27 , 18 421
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TABLE IV-6

ENROLLMENT OF THE 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH
COMPOSITE STANDARD SCORES OF GREATER THAN 18

"ON THE AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY SCHOOLS,
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

B,EdINNING OF SIXTH' EMESTER

o e e or a oo o ibe is Fa-tionStandard a. ra.i. us.. & uca- Env.- ar-Score Arts Gov't . tion veering maey Total
2 4

14 20 17 54

'20 13 14 10 1 38

1
tP°

16 6 48

22 24 63
\ ,

23 24 12 39

24 22 38.,

25 4 j 5: 3'8

6 15 4 24

27 15 4 3 25

28 11 2 3 16

29

30

Totals '192
flfmr!!"..7S

' t ; .

55 27 1.9 407
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As Table IV -7 indicates, the enrollment of students who

Omrtled the.1961-62 freshman.class :with composite .stnadard

snores of greater than 18 had dropped from an initial' count

Pf 709 to 325 at the beginning of the fourth year of enroll-

ment. This represeftts'a loss of 347 students, or 48.9 per

omit, of the initial enrollment when the. 37 who graduated.
1.

pre4iously are not included in the losses.

TheCollege of Liberal Arts, which had an enrollment of

203 students at the beginning of the third year of enroll-

ft4a, began the'fOurth Year with 138 students, or 62.7 per

dent, of the enrollment-for the previous year. Of the 138

student still enrolled in the University from the group

which was enrolled in the College of Liberal Artstat the

beginning of the third year of enrollment 127 remained 'in

the College of Liberal Arts at the beginning of the fourth

year, biz transferred to the School of Business and Govern-

ment, three to the School of Education, and one to the School

of PharMacy. There were two students who returned to the"

University in the College of Liberal Arts aster an absence

of one year and,four who returned to thesame College µafter

an absence of two years. One student previously enrolled in

the Shoal cl Engineering returned after two years ,absence
. , .

*Id .04r011edln the 01.1ege of Liberal; Arts.- here- were_,,

):Allfei4:tp(theigo-4.1e4e-:4df L b sal Arts of 'two Studen116'

IigoLt44 $04091-6'''.-01*ine.ss*and Goyernmenti'One. student
rom the'' School. o-f-Educationt

d 001r-of Pharmac

!I

is

itT 11

one student foam
,r.t"

1

I ^f.
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There were 99 students, or 83.2 per cent, of the pte7

,virus year's entollment of 119 students who were in the

School of Business and Government, who remained in tlie Uni-

versity at the beginning of the fourth year. nety-five of

these students who were enrolled in the School l of Business

and Government at the beginning of .thy_ previous year remained

in the same school at the Beginning of the fourth year. Of

e students who were enrolled in the School of Business and

Government at the beginning of the third year, two trans

furred to the College of Liberal Arts and two transferred to

theSchool of Education. One student, enrolled in the. School

of Business and Government previously, returned after an

absence of two, years. Six students transferred from the Col-

lege ,of4Jiberal Arts to the # School of Business and. Government.

In the School of Education, there were 37, or 68.5 per

of the previous year's enrollment of 54 temaining.in

the University,. Of ''the 37 students remaining who were enrolled

cent,

in the School of Education at the 'beginning of the 'third year,

36 remained in School of Education at the beginning of the
1'

fourih,ye r and one transferred to 0e,. College of Liberal Arts,.

There was one student, who had been enrolled in the School of

Business and Governemtn previously who returned to the Uni-

, versity, in the School of Education after an abence of two

eral Arts PreviouslY'who,Xoturned to the Unive0ity



') a 1.,4f 1)

ferred to the School of Education making. a total- of 48.
The -SclitOol ofRxigipeering,,epf011ec1 27 .tu.d.en.to.. the

, . ....%

beginning of the third ,year of. which.24, or 88.9 per cent,
. . "

. , .

remained in `the Vniversit'i at"the opening of the' third year..- u .
4 4

,

These 24.. studeittp. were still enrolled in the School of-Engi-

rteering t the beginning of ti.e.-toiirth'yeai...
Of the 18' student whd vere.etrolled at the beg:i..nni114.

of the :third year din the School of Ph4rmacy, 17, or 94.4 per
cent, were enrolled in the University at the beginning of the

fourth 'year. One student had transferred to the College of
0

Liberal Arts since the beginning of the year, ;while a

single student transferred from the College %of Liberal Arts

to the School of Phartacy. The student, whb had tteen.'enrolled..

in the College of Liberal' Arts previoUslir, returned to the

University after an absence of one year and enrolled in the

School of PharMacY at the beginniftg, of the fourth' Year.-

t





VABL'E IV-8-. . . .

ENROLLMENT aF. THE i961-62 ENTERING; FRESHMEN WITH
COMPWITE STANDARD SCORES OF GREATER THAN .18 -

ON THE AI RICAN COLLEGE TEST, BY SCHOOLS,
. ' THEN UNIVERS'ITY. OF =MISSISSIPPI .,.. 4" 4

BEGINNING OR EIGHTH. SENESTER.
1.

. -
Co le e or Schoo o Re istratIonk

Standard. 1 era us .. .8r duca- . Engl. - ar-
Score , Arts Gov`trt tion' neerin ma Total
-':=. 2- 3 4 .5 ,.

19 17" . 36 ,

otals 1 2 17 15 251
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III. SUMMARY_ OF REPORTS

.Pregecling,tableS_OfChapterjV show the anrollments

schools, by semester, and the grade ..point averages and dis-

position of the entering freshmen: µof 1961-62 whO .earned scores

of. greater than 18 on the American College Test. The enroll-'

ments indicate a drop from an initial enrollment of 709 during

the first semester of 1961-62 to 250 at the end of the eighth

Semester. HoWever 67 stUdents had,graduated at the end of

previous semesters or summer sessiors. There was greater cor-

relation:between the scores on, the American College Test' and

grade point averages for the group of students which had scores

on the American College Test of greater than 18 than for either

the group with, scores of less than 15 or the group with scores

of 15, 16, 17, 18. The correlation coefficients for the above

group, ranged from a high of .381 during the 1962 'summer ses-

sion and .378 and 364 during the second and first semesters

of enrollment respectively,

summer. session.

The standard deviations of scores, in general, were less

than 'l.0.0 for all scores greater than 18 which was

for the groups.discussed in Chapters II and III.

to a low of .140during the 1965

the case

An exception

among thArlagh group occurred with the four students having

the highest score of 32. One Of these 'withdrew at the end o

the third year after receiving probation one semester and dis-

missal during another -bUt after being readmitted he earned a

4.00 grade point average during his final semester of enrollmen

-In Table IV-26 the enrollments have been ,summarized by

schools on the, basis of the American College Test.

vs
`re

1,

A

to%



1$3

Table IV-27 presents a summary of the grade point aver-
ages and disposition, by semesters and summer sessions, of
the 1961.62 entering freshmen with composite standard .scores
of greater, than 16 on the American College Test.

In Table 1V-.28 a complete $ ,Cnitma,ry of .the grade point
averages Ana disposition, by semesters and summer sessions,

for%incliviclual scores of the 1961-62 enterint. freshmen with
composite standard scores of greater than oh, the American

College Test, is 'Presented.



TABLE IV-26

ENROLLMENT OF 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN WITH
COMPOSITE STANDARD SCORES OF GREATER
THAN 18'ON THE AMERICAN COLLEGE TEST,

THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI
1961-62----1964-65

ear 0 nro men

134

School or. 1st 2nd TETtRa 1st 2nd . st 2nd
e Sem.- Sem. Sent. Sem. Sem. Sem.' Sent. Sem.

2

Liberal Arts

Business and
Government 123 136 119 120 119 114 102 87

Education 403 55 55 58 '54 55 43 25

Engineering 92 68 48 37 27 27 24 17

Pharmacy 17 17 17 16 .18 19 18 15

428 386' 286 2.47 203 192 138 107

Totals 709 "662 525 478 421 407 325 251
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.Chapter V

HOLDING POWER OF UNIVERSITY OF' MISSISSIPPI BASED
ON 'COMPOSITE STANDARD SCORES OF THE AMERICAN

COLLEGE '.BEST AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
OF 3961-62 ENTERING FRESHWN

How many students continue at The. University of Mississippi

for four full academic years? How many students graduate prior

to the traditional four year enrollment period? How many (ih

the initial enrollment leave after the first, year or even after

the first semester? Does the academic ability indicated by

the standard score on the American College Test have any effect
4 4%

on the dropout rate at the University? What is the academic

achievement of students based on their college entrance test

scores? The following tables indicate answers to these ques-

tions .

Table V-1 indicates the semesters of attendance at the

University foi all the 1961-62 entering freshmen based on com-

posite standard scores on the American College Test.

Table V-2 shows the graduation and disposition of the

1961 62 entering freshmen. This includes a complete summary

of the number of graduates, the number of students enrolled

after the 1965 summer session, the number of dropouts through-

out the p'eriod of enrollment 196171965, and the 'number of

transfers as indicated by the transcripts which have been

issued. A supplement to Table V-2 indicates the number of

graduates for each semester and summer session

rough the 1965 summer session.

-B, V

saores., the standard deviations,- and the:cOrrel.ations for grade



146

po .nt averages by years of enrollment of the 1961-62 entering
freshmen. based on composite standard.scores th American
College Test.
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TABLE V-2

.GRADUATION AND DISPOSITION OF .1961-62 ENTERING,
VRESHMEN BASED ON COMPOSITE STANDARD. SCORES

ON ME..ANERICO COLLEGE TEST
THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI.

a
uates
thru

Standard S.S.
Score 1965

0 e
Spring or
S.S. 1965
but not
Graduated

M F

(Below)
1,10)
10
11 1
12 1
13 1 1
14 4 3

16 5
5
8

17 9 7 12
18 1.1 8 1.

110" Ts 14
20 14 11 8
21 21 n 8
22 31 11 14
23 10 13 8
24 13 8 11
25 19, 14 3
26 U. 8 2
27 13 8 3

,28 13 ,1 2
29. 6. 1 1
30 5 1 1
81 5
32 2

4 1
6
3
6
7

11

Totals217 136

No. of
Students
Dropped

N F

1
3
1
3
2
1
2
1
1
1

No. of
Students
Trans-
ferred*

M F

3 3.

3 2
1 5
3 5
3 4
2 5
8 8
6. 6
4 2
4 12
9 T9

16 9
6

6 7
5 20
9 8
2

11. 2
1
1
2
1

4

5
4
2
6

T3
16
11
12
T7
15
15
16
18
10
18

7
4
2
2
3
1

1
1
3
3
6
8

17

r3
10
13
13
10

4

s
4
1
1

9
5

11
14

9
18

38
.36
40

53
50
67
41
43
42
30
23
19

9
10

8
4

Total
F T

2 .11
8

7 18
6 20
8 17

11 29
I° 'SI

25 63'
27 63
33 73
Z9
31 84

32
34
21
14
15
14

3
4
2

99
75
64
56
45
37
22
13
12

8
4

4a.1..01.=.Mm...~=.1.miaNeloO1111igom
139 18 104 116 209 123 669 393 1062

*The assumption is made that all students who ,reqUested
transcripts to be sent to ax Other institution transferred to it
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TABLE V-2 (supplement)

TOE OF GRADUATION

149

_core Sem. Sem. 1964 Sem. Sem. 1965 Tot
F. M F M F MF 'F

111,1110111011,1111111.1101HOMAIIMIMILIMIIIMIni
(Below)

CO)
10
11
12
13
14

an-13*
16
17
18

`20
21
22
23
24
_25
26
27
28
29

'30
31
32

WismotINI4Oifsms-

3.

414, *WO MNI OM%

1
1

1 1 2
2 2 2 1 .4

3 5-- 84"."

5 8 13
9 7 16

11 8 19

""1--
1 1 2 2 1
1 5 3 1

1 S 2 6 4 1
3 Tr*". Ts"" 54a-

1 2 9 7 4 1 14 11 25
1. 1 5 13 4 4 1 2 1 11 32

2 2 3 2 2 17 5 7 31 11 42
1 1 2 4 6 6 2 1 10 13 23
3 1 1 12 .2 1 1 13 8 21
2 2 2 16. 8 3 19 1.4 33

2 1 9 5 1 11. 8 19
1 1 10 7 1 13 8 21
2 1 10 1 13 1 14
2 2 6 1 7

4 1 1 5 1 .6
4 5
2

,mallilljellMIMIPIIIIM.NMOONIIIMUIMMU1S101110f0=10140,60

'otals 1 1 3 9 10 15 17 26 148 78 38 7 217 136 353

*Necessary for admission of Mississippi students in 1963.
**Necessary 'for admission of out-of-state students in 1962.
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SUWARY AND OPNCLUBIONS

I. 4SU*ARY

At the beginning of the school session 1961-62 there

Were 1062 students (669 men and 393 women) who enrolled in

the freshman class at The .University of Mississippi. This

group was the first required to take the American College

Test when entering the University, but no minimum score was

required for admission. The range of scores extended from a

low composite standard _score of four, which ranked below the

first percentile for entering students, to a high composite

standard score of 32, which ranked above the ninety-ninth

percentile. Four students scored a Cmposite standard score

of 32 and the median composite standard score for the 3961 -

62 entering freshmen was 21. In the individual subject areas

the ranges of scores and the medians of scores were as follows:

English, one to 36 with a median score of 21; mathematics,

tY4/0 to 36 with a median score of 20; social studies, one to

33 with a median score of 21; and natural science, one to 3e

with a median score of 21!

1962 the Board of Trustees of State Institutions ofIn

er Learning authorized any institution under its juris-

diction That desired to do-so, to set a-minimum score four;.

admission purposes. The Uhiversity of Mississippi set a

ntmum composite standard score of -15:, for resident studentS

ei-state and ,:a. of 19 for non-resident student

1-62 entering freshmen use
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4516t: o,ass admitted -without ACT scoros and without restrictions
-out-of: -state students. The restriction for in-state stuff

,

is was delayed until 1963-64. These score limits were used

tin this study to analyze the academic success of three groups;

those with ACT scores of less than 15, those with scores of

418, and those with scores of <.19 and above. Enrollments in.

three groups were: those with scores of less than 15- 102,

per ,,cent; 1548- 250; or 23.-5 per cent; 19 and above,-

66 a 8 per cent.
4 groups into which this study was divided, the

mean grade Ant averages and standard deviations by each
ct,K;sitte standard score were determined. Cor

relation coeffic:f.1: 'r-;! between ACT scores and grade point av-

erages of scores iz ..er,411,-group were determined for each semes,

ter and each,' summer so, ,on except the 1961 summer session.

.AlsO-, s mila± ooefficiem correlation were found between

the -scores and the cumulativ:: :',)vade point averages.

,For the ,'roue of students composite standard scores

of less than. 15 on the Axnerican CAA_ :fe. Test, correlations

between -their test scores-and their g.1.14.: point alrieragei for

a single semester or summer session_ ra.uged -.311 during

of 1962 and the third. semestei., ., ..-

tively, to .295 and 29 _during the sixth and eighth seme Steri,
.1'-spectivel The correlation was near zero for five periods.

e Puillmer session

of en-roliment sof for the-group the cbrrelation coefficients.

een the cuin ative ade point averages and composite stare-

SOOres.- f.OliOwS: -first



.

--:FOr the-- .studen with cOMPoSite ,standara-'.e'dOres Of 1

'18i -the _correlation coefficients -ranged. frm. 47a dlitiAq
,.

summer session of 1963 to a' correlation of .096 auring the
r, t

third semester of,enrollment. The correlation odefficients

for eery enrollment Periad\L.indi*bate little relationship

betvieen scores of 3.5, 16, 17, lEr on the American Coll.ege Test

and grade point averages. For this group of students the cum-
correlation'coefficientS, determined' at the end ofulative

each academic year, were:"first year, .031;'second year, .006;

third year, .076; and fourth year, .047. The third group

of students (with composite standard scores of greater than 18

on the American College Test) showed correlation coefficients

een scores and grade point .`averages that ranged from .140

during the summer session of 1963 to high correlations of

0378 and 364 during the second and first semesters, respec-

tively. The correlation coefficients between the test scores

and the cumulative grade point averages determined at' the end

of each academic year were: first year, .385; second year,

.387; third year, .387; and fourth year, .357.

Correlation coefficients betweeiOthe cumulative grade

point averages and the composite standard scores o' the Ameri-

can. CollegeTest for all of the students were:.first

.484;,second year, 474 third year, .492;-

.489.

Attrition in any class needs careful examination and

this has men done,-by semesters, ja this -study'. DUring the

eighth semester, of enrollment there wereonly 340 of the 1062

year,

and fourth year
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students of the class under study remaining at The University

of Mississippi. Table VI-1 shows a final summary of the stu-

dents by indicating the disposition of the students who were

included in the 1961-62 entering freshman class. Disposition

of these students are classified in four ways: those who grad-

uated by the end of the 1965 summer session; those who were

enrolled at The University of Mississippi at the end of the

second semester of the 1964-65 academic year or the 1965 sum-

mer semester and whb had not graduated; transfer students

(includes all students whO requested transcripts be sent to

other institutions whetheror, not they actually enrolled in

another institution); andithe students who were not included

in the three preceding catagories who were classified as

dropouts.



TABLE VI -1

DISPOSITION OF THE 1961-62 ENTERING FRESHMEN
BY SEX, ON AUGUST 22, 1965, THE

UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

Number Per Cent
Disposition Men Women Total RE-116739,717 Total

158

Graduated 217 136 353 32.4 34.6 33.2

Enrolled* 139 18 164 20.8 4.6 15.4

Transferred 209 123 325 31.2 31.3 30.6

Dropped 104 116 220 15.5 29.5 20.7

iiirrowsmr.rir

Totals 669 393 1062 100.0 100.0 100.0

Note: Per cents do not total 100 due to rounding.

*Enrolled in either or both the spring semester or summer
session 1965 but dad not graduated by the end of the 1965 summer
session.
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. II. CONCLUSIONS

From the study of the academic achievement of the 1961-

62 entering freshmen based on the composite standard scores

earned on the American College Test the following conclusions

were reached:

1. When all scores are considered for the entire fresh-

man group, the correlation coefficients between the composite

standard scores and the academic achievement are positive,

both on a semester by semester basis and also on the basis of

cumulative grade point averages. The same is, true, although

considerably lower for the group with scores of above 18. For

the other two groups, the one with scores below 15 and the one

with scores of 15 through 18, both positive and negative coef-

ficients of correlations were found and all were quite small.

On a semester basis, coefficients of correlation between scores

and grade point averages were sometimes positive and sometimes

negative. There were a number of students who were quite aca-

demically capable, but who did not score high on the American

College Test.

2. The score of 19 seems to be the lowest score that is

necessary to produce a mean passing grade in the very first

and subsequent semesters of college.

S. Additional tests, as well as some that are of a

different type from the ACT, should be given to foreign stu-

dents who apply for admission to The University of Mississippi,



160

if. Acarlienti6,1Bility is '1:obi:determined 1

4. The dropout rate is inconsistent from ACT score to

ACT score. Dropouts were found for every score except score

31 where five of eight students graduated and the other three

asked for transcripts to other schools.' The greatest change

of dropouts was between the scores of 20 and 21.

5. Approximately one third of the 1961-62 entering fresh-

mem had graduated-fita Thei University Of MisOiseippi;at'the end

of the 1965 summer session following their fourth college year

and about 29 per cent had graduatedAgmeJUW1965At 00' end of

the traditional four year period. Summer sessions played an

important part for many of the students in this class.

6. It is quite possible that an additional 15.4 per cent

of the class, enrolled in the 1965 spring semester or summer

session but not graduated, will graduate. Another 30.6 per

cent of the students who had transcripts of their credits

sent to other schools, will have some from their number to

graduate. Thus, there is. a possibility of approximately

1Three foreign students scored less than 15 as a com-
posite standard score on the American College Test. One of
these was a young lady from Nicaragua who made a composite
standard score of five and was enrolled in the School of
Business and Government. She graduated in June, 1965, with
a cumulative grade point average of 2.23. A student from
Syria, who had a composite standard score of 11, enrolled in
the School of Engineering. Be transferred to the University
of Michigan at the end of the 1963 summer session with a cumu-
lative grade point average of 2.58. A third foreign student,
who was from Hong Kong, made a composite standard score of
12. He enrolled in the School of Engineering. When he trans-
ferred to San Diego State College at the end,of the third sem.
ester, he had a grade point average of 3.29':" The lowest indi-
vidual subject score for each of these students on the American
College Test was in the area of English. The test does not
seem to identify potentially able students from foreign
covintries.
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79,0 per cent of the students completing requirements or a

degree either at The University or at. other institutions.

7. The American ColleaTest serves as a good indicator

academic success for entering freshmen. However, there

are some students who score low ox the test that are able to

achieve very well. On the other hand, consideration should

be given to finding a method to reduce the number of dropouts

among' the students with high ACT scores.


