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Student Version
LEGENDS OF KING ARTHUR

INTRODUCTION

Many of you are probably familiar with Walt Disney's production of
The Sword in the Stone and know some of the stories surrounding the
court of Ring Arthur at Camelot, But who was the real King Arthur?
The facts have become 80 lost in legend and fantasy that all we know
for certain is that he wae one of the last Romarized Britons to fight
against the invading Saxons at the end of the fifth century., Under his
leadership, the Saxons were driven back and England was united under a
native ruler as once she had been under the Roman conquerorz. In
the earliest record of Arthur, written during the ninth century, he ir
spoken of as a soldier, more like a chieftain or general than a king,
who lived a simple life and fought twelve victorious battles against the
Saxons, But as the higtorical events grew dim in people's memories,
stories of a great king clustered more and more around Arthur until
he seemed to be an emperor equivalent to Charlemegne, surroundad by
a company of noble knighte who were sworn to defend the weak, You
are going to read- stories of King Arthur and his knights because they
are part of our heritage, You may read them simply as stories cf
mystery and adventure, or as stories of the soul's struggle to find its
way, Although the figures are medieval and the Fellowship of the Round
Table is an ides that gees back at iewst to 1155, the themes of these
stories are universai, Everyone hios in his own mind a world far stranger
than that outside him; it is this inner world cf dreams that forms the
subject matter of these stories,

Yet history and myth are 8o intermingled in the Arthurian legends
that some of the supernetursai happe s have a kind of historical founds.»
tion, For example, in the account of King Arthur's pulling of the sword
from the stone, we may have a reference to the early age of metals
when a hero proved himself by his power to forge his own weapon.
Another example of historical fact in the midst of all the fantasy is that
an adviser such as Merlin would be indispensable to early kings in their
attempt tc hold their place among warring rivals, Even the forest that
is the scene of 8o many encounters may be considered the real
forest that ut one time covered much of England,

But if these tzles were nothing but history, they probably would not
have held the attention of so many people, both young and old, for so
many centuries, More important than anything historical is the view
that pervades these stories, We may describe this view as one which

accepis the unseen powers that shape the individuzl's destiny. The ease

" with which Arthur pulls the sword from the stone reveals that it ia his

deatiny to do the mirsculous deed, Arthur is "chosen " to be king;

later Sir Galahad is “shosen” to succeed in the guest for the Holy Grail,
Yet we can see, too, that all the Arthurian heroes have their destinies
determined by their own characters, Nothing outside Sir Launcelot forbids
him from succeeding in his quest for the Grail, but only hie own heart,
which is more set on Guenever than on the service of God, For all the
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magic and strangeness of these stories, the people are spiritually as
real.as any you know.. - Perhaps in the long run, this is the kind of reality
that fiterature has to offer us, It is not necessarily historical reality,

but it is spiritual.reality, So you are invited now to ghare some adventures
that have .more meaning than at first appears, S

Note:  The word "chivalry” is derived from the French 'cheval’,
meszing a horse, but it came to stand for such ideals of knightly conduct
a8 devotion to God and the knight's lady, as well as courage in the

‘baftles fought to redress wrongs or fo defead the knight's honor. But

only young men of noble families could hecome knights. for common

people were not allowed to bear arms.,
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Study Questions for Partl _

1. Why is it 80 important that Arthur should be able to perform the
magic of pulling the sword from the stone?

2, Why did the nobles delay sc long in recognizing and crowning
Arthur?

3. The Arthurisn legends are filled with magic and with heroic
deeds, but they are also firmly rooted in reality, It is this combination
that has made them so popular for 8o many hundreds of years. How does
this combination work in the story of the establishment of Arthur's

kingdom ?

4, There is more than one gort of reality. Vhat aspect of reality
is dealt with in Section V?

5, What magical qualities were attached to the sword Excalibur '
and its scebbard? Why did Arthur as king need this protection?

6, If there is a deeper meaning conveyed through the story of
Excalibur, how would you interpret it? What might the Lady of the
Lake, and the forest itself, signify?

7, Part V1 of this section. ends with a curious incident in which
Arthur tries to send all the childrén to sea, This sort of incident is
very. common in litersture, The recurrence in literature of similar
sitiations or of similar themes or of similar attitudes is called a motif,
Can you think of anything you have road where this motif of an unsuccess~
ﬁ?ﬁt’% ég destroy & child appeurs? What do you think is the significance
©J “Ior. o
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8, What is.the significance of the Round Table and the "geat
perilous"? o '

9, What seems to.bo the importance.both of Arthuris wedding and
of-the.founding of the Fellowship of the Round Table?
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10, “Ta'the cath sworn‘by the Knights:of the:Rouixi Table, :do you
see any-contriat: with the lawless world that they lived in?

11, “You have how résd:anumber- of stories abont«mg Arthur,
Is sach an episode that stands alone, or are they comnected by anything
more thati baving the:saine cedtralicliracter? - |

12, A writer often unconsciously puts into his work the prevailing
point of view of his age.. What details included in these stories point
to the writer &3 living in feudal times? How can you explain this, knowing
that the historic Arthur lived at the end of the fifth century?
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Study Questions: for Part I

%, Would this-story be suitable for a movie? Give reasons for
your answer, - -

2, This story follows the typical narrative pattern of beginning,
middle, and end, - What ig iricluded ixthe beginning? Where doe# it
end? Liatthe events that take place in the middle section, What pattern
does the arrangement follow ?

3. This sﬁry follows a formula that is as old as story-tel]MJ.:g
itself, and that is as popuiar and successful today as it was in oryls
time, What is that formuls, and why do you thaink it is so popular?

4, Can you find any familiar motifs operating in this story?

$. Apart from purs entsitainment, do you thirk there is any other
pu:goge behind the story? How has this determined the form the story
takes

6, Why does Gareth endure the bad treatment he got from iiuei,
especially when'he duesn't énd up marrying her?

7. How well did Gareth know the lady whom he rescued? Why did
he want tomarry her? Why do you suppose ehe would not even aee hina
for a:year? s .

e

Study Questions - for Paxt I _

ptj;? What is the 8igzﬁficaﬁée of the Seat Ferilous? Why did it remain
om: “;ﬁr: 5 TRRNRIIPY SRS SO A SN .o ' N

P R b TeEli wS ot aDe L L e 6w o
ans Bi“Whipdid Gilahad want o receive his Xknighthooll from the:hand
“égsir‘_ "s P 2PV ,~,;'?
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C 8 Wﬁh ¥ corilngiot Galihad, the Round Table was completed,
What likppenis riext? Whycartlils episode be said to be rooted in reality?

6; Why did Galabiad sk for death?

T A o T :

1, What caused the dissolution of the Round Table? Could this
havé been-avoided? Give reasons:for your answer,

2. We have suid that the Arthurian legends are rooted in reality.
Review thé causes of the decay of the Rcuisd Table, To what degree
is human nature involved in the catastrophe? How realistic is this?

3, Why did'Gawaine behave a8 he did? Why did Arthur allow hiriself
to-be guided' by Gawaine?

4, What is the significance of the returniag of the sword fo the
Lake?

5, Why doesn't Arthur die on the battletield like everyone elge?

8, With Arthur dead, why did Launcelot and Guerever not rnarry,
and spend the rest of their lives together? Could this story have ended
any other way than in tragedy? Give reasons for your answer,

Suggestions for Writing Assignments

1. Wriie a brief account of life in feudal times as you have pieced the
picture together from your reading of the Arthurian Legends,

2. Describe in detail two knights in full armor engaged in combat,
You may write this from the romantic viewpoint of a distant spectator,
or from the realistic viewpoint of a participant. The tone may be
either gerious or humorous, .

3. Discuss the supernatural elements that are woven into the stories
of King Arthur, Compare them with other legends you are familiar with,
and try t6 explein thgir eignificance. \

4, Compsre the story of Gareth and Linet with a popular television show,
Poiiit out:the features that are commeon to both, and then note the import-
ant differences. If you can, try to say which seems to you the better
siory, ‘and why, A
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5. King Aréhur and the Knights: of the-Round Table were the heroes of
feudal scciety, The stories of their exploits raveal a lot about the
people:who admired them: The behavicr they found adinirable was..

" the kind of behavior they expected of themselves, although few were
able to live up to the ideal, Gareth, for exampie accepted the scorn
of Linet with noble restraint and coiirtesy.. He respected:the lmiglitly
quilities:of ‘meérn who apposed him,: end:persisted wih coursge inthe -
face-of:danger-and hardship until'he had accomplished his purpose of
freeing the imprisoned Darae Licnes, - ' . — S

Who are the heroes of today? Write a few paragraphs about the exploits
of one of them, and show how these deeds and these heroes reflect the
values of our modeérn socie v the-things we consider ihiportant. Xxplain
what kifid 62 people we are in the light of the qualities we admire,

k7]
6. Several tithes during the telliag of the stories of King Arthur, Mzlory
has suggéested that no ratter what a man does; he is. powerless to change
his destiny, Find instances that illustrate this belief, and discuss the
influence thiz idea hsd tipon the'lives of Arthur #nd-his knights,
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7. Writé.an account of the life of someone you admire, Be specific,
and tell exactly what this person has done to earn your admiration. What

does this reveal about yourself?
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PART ONE

OF THE COMING OF ARTHUR AND THE BEGINNING O
.. . . . HIS REIGN :

I. Of thé Birth of King Arthur, and of the Death of King Uther Pendragon,

" It befell in the days of Uther Pendragon, when he was king of all
England, fhat there dwelt in his kingdom & lady both fair and wise, and
her name was called Igraine. The king liked and loved this lady well,
but despaired of winning Ler and at:length for great love of fair Igreine
the king Uther fell sick, Then came Sir Ulfius, a noble knight, to the

king Uther and asked the king why he was sick,

"I 8hall te]l thee, " said the kdng, "I am sick for love of fair Igraine
and I may not be healed, "

"Well, my lord," said Sir Ulfius, "I shall seek the magician Merlin,
and he shall do you remedy, so that your heart shall be pleased.

And when Ulfius had found the magiciun, he had no* need to say why
he had come, for Merlin knew all, and came straightway to King Uther
and said,

"Sir, I know all your beart; if ye will be sworn unto me, as ye be a
true king, to fulfil my desire, ye shall have your desire."

Then the king was sworn :.upon the four Evangelists,

"Sir, " said Merlin, "this is my desire: that your first child, when it
shall be born, shall be delivered to me to bring up as I choose; for this
shall be to your honor and to the ckild's own great advantage, "' '

All this was agreed upoa, and shortly thereafter King Uther and the
lady Igraine were married amid great mirta and joy.

It befell after a time that Queen Igraine was delivered of a son. Then
came Merlin unto the king and reminded him of their bargain.

"Sir," he said, "I know a lord of youra in this land, that is a true and
faithful man, & lord of large possessions in many parts of England and

Wales, and his name is Sir Ector, and he shall have the care of your child, "

So the child was delivered unchristened unto Merlin, and he bare it
forth unto Sir Ector, and made & holy man to christen him, and named him
Arthur; and Sir Ector's wife cheriched him as her own child, _

Then within two years King Uther fell a@ck of a great malady, so that
threé days and three nights he was speechless: wherefore all the barons
made great sorrow, and asked Merlin what counsel were best,

» . ¥
LA - - .
s f, re .

~ ,"Theére is no re;ﬁedy,,,'": gaid Merlin, “God will have hiz will, But
look ye, all barons, come before King Uther tomorrow, and I shall make
him ' t6 speak, " o
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+ = -So o the morrow all thé barésis came with Merlin : before the king;
then Merlin-said aloud unto King Uther, o B S
- vigii, ‘gHall your'Som Arths b King aftsr your dags, of this realm and
all that belongs to 7" T
Thén Uther Pendrigon tuhed himself, and said in hearing of them all,
- "P-givje him God's blessing and mine, aid bid him pray for iny soul,
g?d riight?pusly and honorably claim the crown, else he will forfeit my
essing,” o '

 And therawith he yieldéd up the ghost, and was laid in 4 tomb as be=
fitted a'king, Wherefore the: queen, fair Igraine, and all the barons made
great sorrow, : s ’ ¥

II, How Arthur‘Was Chosen King Through the Wonde: 8 ancl Marvels of a
and of How

Sword Zaken Out of a Stone, g Arthur Was Crowned.

. After the death of Uther Pendragon the realm stood in great jeopardy,
for Arthur was yet a child and many mighty lords struggled to claim the
crown, = S

When some years had passed, Merlin went to the Archbishop of Can-
terbury, and counselled him to send for all the lords of the realm, and
all the gentlemen of arms, that they should come to London by Christmas,
and for this cause=--that some miracle would show who should be rightful
king of ‘the realm, So &l the lords and gentlemen of arms came unto London
and many of them had said confession, that they might be the more ac~
ceptable unto God.

And on Christmas Day, in the greatest church of London, they were
all gathered long before dawn to pray. And when the first mass was done,
there was seen in the churchyard, against the high altar, a great stone,
four-square, like unto a marble stone, and in the midst theredf was an
anvil of steel, a foot high, and therein stuck, by the point, a fair aword
with naked blade, and letters there were, wriiten in gold about the sword,

that saidthus:

WHOSO ‘PULLETH OUT THIS SWORD FROM THIS STONE AND
ANVIL, 18 RIGHTWISE KING BORN OF ALL ENGLAND,

 And when they saw the writing some attempted to pull out the sword,
shoge who-desired to be king. ‘But none mighit stir the sword, nor move

. -'.
.gb.

"Heé is' not here, " gaid the Afchbishop, "that shall achieve this thing,
ut doubtnot that God shall make him known,: Therefore let us provide
ten knights, men of good fame, to keep watch over this sword. " ’

S6-1t 'was ordained, sndproclamstion was made that every man that
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wished should-essay to win the sword, And upon New Year's Day the
barons arranged for a great tournament to be held, for the purpose of
keeping the lords and the common people together, for the Archbishop
trusted that God would make known him that should win the sword,

x-
)
)

-So.upon Néw Year’s Day, after mass was done, the barons rode into
the field, some to joust and some to tourney. -And so it happened that Sir
' Fietor, that had large estates near.London, rode unto the jousts, arid with
bim . rode Sir Kay, his son, -and young Arthur, that was his foster brother.
AAnd as they rode, Sir Kay found that he had no sword, for he bad left it at
his father's lodging, and he prayed-young Arthur to ride for his sword.

. "I will, " said Arthur, and rode fast after the sword, but when he came
home he found no one thereto give him the sword, for all were out to see
the jousting, Then was Arthur wroth, and said to himself,

"I will ride to the churchyard, and take the sword with me that sticketh
in the stone, for my brother Sir Kay shall not be without a sword this day. "

When he canie to the churchyard, Arthur alit and tied his horse to the
stile, Then he looked about him,. but he found there no knights, who should
have been guarding the sword, for they were at the jousting, So he grasped
the sword by the hili and quickly and strongly pullad it out of the stone, and
took his horse and rode until he came to his brother Sir Kay, and delivered

him the sword. '

As soon 48 Sir Kay saw the sword he knew well it was the sword of the
gtone, and so he rode to his father Sir Ector,

O A A A A S R RN A

“Sir," he said, . "lo, here is the sword of the stone, wherefore I must
be king of this land, " > -

When Sir Ector beheld the sword he turned back, and came to the churct
and they went inside all three, And there he made Sir Kay to swear upon -
a book how he came by that sword, :

"S%r, " then said Sir Kay, 'by my brother Arthur, for he brought it
tO me, ' i . . : . .

"How got ye this sword?" seid Sir-Ector to Arthur,

n-.(\.«

And Arthir told him how it bad happened, -
#Now," said Sir Ector, "Lunderstand ye must be king of this land, "
"Wherefore 12" said Arthur, "and for what cause?" -
HGiy, " _said Sir Ector, "'God will have it so, for never a man should
draw:out this sword, tut he:that:shall be rightways king of this land,- Now
Jot-me see whether ye can -put the sword there as it was, and pull it out

again‘ "

L | "That-i8 no deed.of prowess, ! said Arthur, and #o he put it back in
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the dtone,  :Then Sir Ector/essayed to puli oat-the sword and fatled. -
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-+ 'Now essay, " :8did-Sir Ector unto Sir Xxy; «:And Sir Xay pulled-at the

svgqfdyﬁh;_gl} his might;-but it wenld nbt:viove, . - i o R
C "ﬁd&sh&ﬂ’yé‘éssay;'; 'eaid Sir Ector to Artiﬁ;i-. . ,

" will," giid Arthir, andpulled it out eadily, - Ardtherewith Sie Ector .
knelt down to:the earth; und SirKayagwell, = ¢ - oL o0
atas, " gaid Arthur, "my own dear father and brother, why kneel

ye to me?"
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YNay, aay; my lord Arthur, it is not so, I was never your father, nor
of your blood, but I know well ye are of a higher blood than I thought ye
were,

And then Sir Ector told Arthur how he had been entrusted to him by
Merlin, Then Arthur made great sorrow when he understood that Sir Ector
was not his father,- - - . e ' A

"Sir," said Sir Ector unto Arthur, "will ye be my good and gracious
lord when ye:are king?" S »

"It not, then were I much to blame," said Arthur, 'for ye are the
man in the world that I am most beholden to. And if ever it be God's will
that I be king, as ye say, ye shill ask of me what ye will, and I shall not
fail you; God fortid I should fail you." o : o

"Sip," said Sir Ector, "I will ask no more of you than that ye will
make my son, your foster brother Sir Kay, seneschal of all your lands, "

TSR
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,, That shail be done, said Arttur, "and by'my faith; never a man
shall have that office but he, while:he and Live." 2

Therewith they went unto the Archbishop, and told him how the sword
wos gchieved; and by whoms = . - . o o

. On'Twelfth D2y all the barons came thither,. that a2 who.8o wished

might egeay-to 'win the-:sword, :But there before thém all, there might ,

nonertaké it out but-Arthir, Wherefore there were many lords wroth, and G

they said it was @ great shame unto thern and all the realm to be governed %

by a. boy born ‘of:no high-blood;: for- there were none yet that knew he was - - B

the son of Uther Pendragon.  And-so:they dll agreed that'the decisionbe - ;2

put-off 11l Gindlemss, “and:then &ilthe barona: ghould faeet-there: dgain. . :

cyid ¥ AT, G Wi RS 0T aucpy ETIERL . o Tung A omoo
- So-at Candlenias ‘iiny more great-lords came thitherfor:to have won -

L sword,: but:shere;might ione:prevail,: ;And just:as-Arthur had done.at - %
Christmas; so:did-he: sgain-at Candlemas; and pulled:cut the sword-easily, ¢

LA

43 thigthesbarons were niueh sggrieved, and’put 6£f.the decision:till the

Yigh feast of Easter:+:And-justias-Arthur lind-donie béfore; so:did he:at ..
Taste;  but'yet:some ofthe:grent:lords: were:indignant that Arthur should 2
be king; andpuithe:decision:offtill the:feast of Pentecost, . B




Then the Archbizhopof Cantertury, by Merlin's advice, summoned
the best knights:that they might get, -such knighte as Uther Pendragon
loved best-and trugted moit in his own day, and these knights were put
about Arthur, Sir Baudwin of Britsin, Sir Kay, Sir Ulfius, Sir Brastiag-~
all these; with many othérs, were always about Arthur, day and night, till
the feast of Pentecost, .

7 And at'the feast of Pentecosi 21l manner of men essayed to pull out’
the:gword; but none might prevsii dut Arthur, and he pulled it out before
all the lorde and commoners that were there. Wherefore all the commoners
orisd at once,

' "Wie will have Arthur for cur king! We will delay no more, for »2
gec that it is God's will that he shall be our king, and who that heldeth
sgaiust it, we will:slay him," o s

' And therewith they g1l kneeled at once, both rich and poor, and begged
mercy of Arthur because they had delayed him 8o long. And Arthur for-

- gave them, and tock the aworc between both his hands, and offered it upon

the altar where the Arzhbishop was, and so he was made knight by the best

men that wae there,.. .- . . . :

And 80 at:once was the coronation held, And there was he sworn unto
his lords and to the common people to be a true king, to govern with true
justice from thenceforth, all the days of his life,:

M, Of the First War-That King Arthur Had, and How He Won the Field,

. After he was crowned, many complaints were made unto King Arthir
of great wrongs that were done since the death of King Uther, of many
iords, knights, ladies, and gentlemen who had been unjustly bereaved of
their lands, Wherefore King Arthur made the lands to be given again unto
thein that owned them, - ‘ S

When this wae done; andthe king had settled all the lands about London, |

. then did he make Sir Kay seneschal of England; and Sir Baudwin of Britain
was inade constable; and Sir Ulfius was made chamberlain; and Sir Brastias
was made warden of the couniry north of the River Trent, for here dwelt

many of the king's enemies,

_“Then the king vremoved into Wales, ‘and proclaimed a great feast to be
held at Pentecost after the coronation, at the city of Cariion, and unto the
feast came. six-mighty kings, amoag them King Lot of Orlmey and King
Uriens of Gore; and:with them-their knights; And King Arthur was glad of
their coming, for he thought:that they had come to do him honor, wherefore

the king made great:joy; and sent the kings and knights great presents. But

the. kings would pone;receive,: and.said they had.no wish 0 receive gifts of
a beardless boy:that-was:born-of low blood. . . And they sent him word:that
they.were come to give-him gifts with hard swords betwixt the neck and the
stoulders, for it was great shame to all them to see such & boy have the
rule of 20 noble 8 realm as this land was, '
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" renall the kings Tafd siege o the'atrong tower, whehce Artiur had
gone itk five hundrad good Zien Sconthére came Merlin,, among the
kings, and then all askes him,

Ror wiat-cause. 18 that boy Arthur made king?!.

. Mgips ' gaid Merlin, "I shall tell you the causs;. for that he is King
Uther Pendragon's son,, Ha shall be king and overcoms &il his enemies; .
and, befors he dies, he shalllong be king of ali England, and have under -
his power Wales, Ireland, and Scotland, and move realms than I will now

same, "’

Some of the kings marvelled at Merlin's words, and deemed it well
that it should be 28 he said; but some of them, as King Lot, laughed him
to scorn;. and others calied him a witch, But they agreed that Arthur might
oozgxe qgt safely end speak with them, So Merlin went unto King Arthur,
an 3 Bal 7] :

 "Fear not, but corae out boldly and speak with them, and spare them
not, but answer them as their king and chieftain, for ye shall overcome
them all, whether they will or not." . ' - .

Then Arthur came out of his tower, and under his gown he had armor
of double mail, and.there went with him the Archbishop of Cantesbury, and
Sir Baudwin of Britain, and Sir Kay, and Sir:-Brastias, And when they were
met,; there wis no meekness, but stout words on both sides; but always
King Arthur answered them boldly, and said he would make them to bow
if he lived, Wheréfore they departed with wrath, and both sides prepared
them for battle,

"What will ye do?" said Merlin to the kings. "Ye were betier in re=~
frain, for ye shall not hers prevail, though ye were ten times so many. "
1He we well-advised to fear a dream-reader?” said King Lot. With
that Merlin vanished away, and came to King Arthur, :

* -

"Sii',;,"’ ‘said Merlin, "fight not with the sword that ye got by miracle,

_#ill ye see the worst approach, then draw it out and do your best,

5 . S %
s . 5

' And Sir Baudwin, Sir Kay, Sir Brastias, and all Artiur's knights slew
on the right hand and.on the left hand, so that it was & marvel; and always
. King Arthur on-horseback laid on with & sword, that many of the kings.
‘marvelled at-his deeds.and hardiness,, until at length his horse was .slain
‘undernesth him, And tberewith King Lot smote down King Arthur,  But
‘his knights rescued aim and:set hun again onhorecback, - Then.he drew
‘hig sword, . andiit was 80 bright in his eneraies' eyes, that it gave light like
torches, Ard therewith he drove them back, and slew many people,
Andthen.the:common:folk of Carlion-arose with:clubs. and stones and slew
‘many knights; - but.the;kinge remained together;. with thelr knights that were
1sft:alive, -and.sc.fled.and departed, And Merlin.came unfo Arthur and_
.couselied bim: to follow.them:no further, And that was the first war which
Amn‘fw‘uc”j}, P B B RS T Y Do RO S A i ", L e .,
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IV. How Eleven Kings snd Their Host Fought Against King Arthur and
B ot i Tiow oo BatiTs Wes Ented by Merlln, o

PO )

. Then King Arthur came-anto London,:and after some time had passed
he.called his barons to a council, for Merlin had told him that the 8ix kings
that had made war upon him bad gathered ¢o them five kings more, and
would in all haste be revenged upon-hiny; - Wherefore the king asked coun-~
sel of his barons. They could no counsel give, but sa’d they gladly would
do battle for his sake. a S i T

- " thank you:for your good courage; " said Arthur, "t will ye all
that loveth-me #peak with Merlin? Ye know well that he hath done much
for me, and he knoweth many things. "

.So-Merlin was aént for; and was desired by all the barons to give
them best counsel,

"I shall tell you, " said Merlin, '"'myadvice; unless ocur king have
more horsemen with him-than- he:may get within the bounds of his own
realm, he shall be overcome in battle, and slain, But beyond the sea there
are two brethren, kings both, and marvellous good men; and the one is
called King Ban of Benwick and the other King Bors of Gaul, that is, France.
And on: these two kings warreth a mighty man of men; the King Claudas;
wherefore this is my counsel: that.our king and sovereign lord send letters
unto these kings that if they will come and help King Arthur in his wars, he
will be sworn unto them to help them in their wars against King Claudas. "

"This is weil counselled,”" said the king and all the karons,

Right so in all haste it. was ordained; Ulfius and Brastias were made
the messengers, and so rode forth unto the city of Benwick, And when
that they had come unto Benwick it happened that both King Ban and King
Bors were there, And when it was told the kings that there were come
two messengers with letters from Arthur, King of England, they said they
were most welcome. - And when Ban and Bors understood the letters, they
said that they were still more welcotne than they had been before, and said
they would come unto Arthur in all haste. Then Ulfius and Brastias had
good cheer and rode forth till they came unto their lord and told him how
' they had fared, whereof King Arthur was exceeding glad,

: By All Hallowmass:the two kings were come over the sea, and with
them their knights, well arrayed. Then Merlin took the most part of the
host and led-them northward untc the forest.of Bedegraine, and there in
a:valley he lodged:thém secretly, Then rode he unto Arthur and the two
kings; :and told them:that he had:lodged:ten thousand men on horseback
in theforest of Bedegraine, -well-'armed at all points, . :

.- Now did the eleven kings of the northern host begin to gather their
people; -and:this: wis théir reason; to have révenge for the defeat that
the.six:kings-tiad sufféred at Carlion; and they swore that, come weal or
woe;, .they would not leave.orie another till they had destroyed Arthur, They
Xmaoon ready, and mounted upon horse and departed and drew towara
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- By‘Mériin's advice there weresent forih, from Arthur's-host, riders
to-skim the:rountry-and learn which way the slevén: kings would-ride and
lodge-thatnight, ahd when:they knew-this; theyaet-upin them at midnight,
;:'ttheymre in-their pavilions, But the-scout setto watch by the northern
"cﬂ“"“ R L. . % . o S T - " )

h “Lora; T.g um.; Here bgj{yai‘n:enem\ies at mr"‘.hqd!" _

-;. -Then King Arthur and King.Ban and King Bors, with their goodand .
trusty knights, set on them fiercely, but the éleven kings fought ‘back with
manly‘prowess of arms; s0:that ther¢ were slain that night fen thousand
good men's bodles; ; 3 »

Then it drew toward daylight, and when King Lot bad espied King Bors,
he knew him well, and said unto a knight,

"0 Jeésis, défend us from death aid horrible wounds! I see well we
be in great peril of death, for I see yonder a king, one of the most wor-
shipful men and one of the best knighte of the worid. "

"What is he?"- said the knight,

“g i5," said King Lot, "King Bors of Gaul; I marvel how they came
into this country without our knowledge. "

"It was by Merlin's advice," saidthe knight,

And'all theé day there was a great breaking of spears, and smiting of
swordé with slaying of men and horses, -

- Tiien came onto the field King Ban, as fierce as a lion, and his armor
was adorned with bands of green and thereupon gold.

"Ha!" said King Lot, "now shall we hie defeated, for yonder I see
the most valiant knight of the world, and the most reknowned. Such two
bretlifen as are King Ban and King Bors are not living, wherefore we must
neéds flee or die,"

. \When King Ban came into the battle, he came in 80 fiercely that his
strokes ‘echoed from the wood and the water; wherefore King Lot wept for
pity-and;grief; that he:saw'so many of his good knights take tiieir end.

- Then came a knight and smote King Ban high upon the helm, a great
stroke;: Then King Tan was:wréth and followed him fiercely; the-other
raiged his ghield,cand spurred:lis horse forward, but the stroke of King
Ban fell down and cut through the ghield and the steel trappings of the
horse, and cut the horse in two pieces, so that the sword str ick the earth.
Theri/tlié knight.1eaped quickly off his-horse, and with his-sword he stabbed
the hoise ot King Ban:thtough'and through, With that King Ban leaped
quickly from his dead horse, and then he amote the other so eagerly on the
helm that he fell toﬁthe earth, |
Alpar Fhal there fmirie o, %ra 508 1 ¢
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standing.among dead men angd dead horses, fighting-on foot like 2 mad
lion; and.any that:came:near:-him, within reach of his:sword; caughta
grievous: butfet;: MdKingA:gmr ‘wan:80 ‘bloody-that by his-shield there
niight no man know him, for a1l wasblood and brains on kis sword, And .
as Arthar Jooked sbout-him he.saw:a kniglt-that-was 5li horsed; and -
therswith King Arthur rai-to him; and smote.him on:the helm, sutkat bis
awdrd went unto his teeéth; and the knight sank down fo-the earth dead, and
at‘g:ce Afrﬂnr 100% the horse-bythe rein sad led him vnto King Ban, and -

s & . - . H

“fair brother, have-this horse, for ye have great need thereof; it
griewveth me sore to see your great wounds; "

't shall soon be revenged, "' said King Ban.

And when he was again mounted on horseback; there-began & new
battle, ‘which: was.sore and hard, and there was much slaughter. But the
eleven kings and:their imights-could not be overcome, and King Arthur
marvelled at their deeds, and was exceeding wroth.

"Ah, Sir Arthur," said King Ban snd King Bors, 'blame them not,
for they do.as good men ought-to do, By my faith, they are the best fighting
men and knights of prowess that ever I saw, and those eleven kings are men
of great honor, " - -

“I may not love them, " seid Arthur, "they would destroy me. "

Therewith began the bettle yet again, and the eleven kings and their
kaighta did marvellous deeds of arms, and Arthur, Ban, Bors, and their
mllew on. both hands, so that their horses went in blood up to the
{ 22 )

With that came Merlin on a great black horse, and said unto Arthur,

“Hasgt thou not done enough? Of three-score thousand thou hast left
but fifteen thoysand alive this day, and it is time to say Ho! for God is
wroth with thees Ye need not fear these eleven kings now, for they have
more on hand:than they are aware: of: - the.Saracens are landed in their
countries, and burn and slay and make great destruction, and these kings
will have much ado to defend their lands, Therefore withdraw you, and
ftevgard your good knights with gold and silver, for they have well deserved

- "o ghall it be done " seid Artlr, And 8o came to an end the gecond - ‘
great war that King Arthur fought, :

V. How-King Arthur Rescued King Leodegrance; and How He Met With
- -His Mother,” Queen Iyraine; - — .~ -

""" After that there came word that the King of North Wales had attacked
King:Leodagrance. of:Cameliard; and Arthur was wroth;-for he loyed King
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Leodegrance-well,. .80 he:rode into thé country of Cameliard, and there
rescued King Leodegrance; and there too had Arthur the first sight of
Guenever, the king's daughter, who was afterward his queen.

" Thewy Arthar rotie to Carlioh and thither came King Lot'e wife of
Orkney, with her four sons, Gawaine, Gaheris, Agravaine, and Gareth,
tc see the court of King Arthur: She was a fair iady, ‘and therefore the
king felt great love for her; And it c&me. 1o pass:that in.time she gave him
8-30n, and his fiame wss Mordred, But King Arthur kmew not that this
queen was his half-gister, on his moiher's gide, - For when the lady Igraine
marriéd Uther Pendragon, she was-then the widow of the.duke of Tintagil;
and: by the-duke she had had three daughters, and one had King Lot wedded.
But Arthur knew not that Igraine was his mother.,

Then the king dreamed « marvellous dream, whereof he was sore
afraid; ‘He-thought there was come into his land monsters and serpents,
that burnt and slew all the people in the land; and then he fought with them,
and they wourided him: full sore, but at the last he siew them, When the
king awaked, he was saddened by his dream.

. And as the king one day sat pondering, there came to him Merlin in .
the likeness of a boy of fourteen years, and said unto him,

"1 know what thou: lrt, alsc who were thy father and thy mother:
King Uther Pendragon wae ihy fatzer and Queen Igraire thy mother, "

"Phat is false, " said King Arthur; "thou art not so old of years to
know my father, I will not believe thee." And he was wroth with the child,

So Merlin departed and came again in the likeness of an old man of
fourscore years of age, and he seemed to be wise, whereof the king was
right glad and told how a child had come and said many things it seemed
he should not have known, being of such an age,

"Yes," ®aid-the old man, ''the child iold you truth, and would bhave
toid you more if ye had listened, for ye have done a thing of iate that hath
made God.displeased with you: ye haveloved your sister and she hath borne
you & child that shall destroy you and all the knights of your realmina

great battle, " -

"What-are ye," said Arthur, "that tell me these tidings?"
o am;Merlin, and ¥ wgé he in the child's likeness. " '

"Ah " gaid King Arthur, '"ye are a marvellous man, but I marvel
more;at.thy words that.1 must die in battle, " S

.

. ¥ftarvel not," sald Merlin, ‘ifor it'a God's will that your body be
;mnilhaé? r. your: foul deeds, But Itoo may well be sorry, ' said Merlin,
'Yor I-shall die & shameful death==~to be put into the earth alive; but ye

shall'die & glorious death, "
Soon, aftecrward the king asked. Sir. Ector and Sir Ultius who were his
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tathex‘.iﬁd ‘his-mothet; andthey told-him Ufher Pendragon and:Queen
Igrdine, . Thenwsaid-thé:king,

"I'wonld thit fiyaiiother be-sent for, that I.meyspeak with her; dnd
it whe:say:80: henelf;dhm will I-believe it, "

- Imall haste-Igratne:was: jent for, andshe came, and the king welcomed
herin:thébest mannef. . Then came Sir Ulfius, and atid Openly unto
Igrt.\‘ne, that-all‘might hear,

"‘te" <the falsest lody of the world, and the most traiﬁorous to the
kiug'& pauon

"Beware, " aaid Artiur, "what thou layest. "
R am wen aware; " gaid: Ulﬁus, "what I 8 ak: this Quesn Igraine is
causer.o! your great war, for if she had admitted of the birth of you, ye

had never had the deadly wars that ye lave hed; for the most part of your
realm never knew whosz son ye were, "

THer: spake Igraine-and uid,

"} happered:that whea my child was born he was delivered unto Merlin,
by:commandraent of my husband Kins Tther; ané sc I saw the child never
m:-, nw kxmw what m his: name.

- So Ulﬁun saidto the queen,
K '-:f*"nm Mmmu more to blame then Ye-
v:’rhem Merlin took the king by the hand, saying,
- "'rm 18 your mother., "
L Axid Sir Ector b’are wimess how he had brought Arihur up by Uther's

command:hmt. ‘And thérewith King Arthur took his mother, Queen Igraine,
inchis drmsand kigged her. And then he proclaimed a fesst that laated ‘

eiﬁ d‘]so
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YO ‘Mezlin,” said Arthur, "thou hadet been slain, despite all thy
crafts, bhud:I not baen here, |

"Nay," said.Merlin, :.."not:sq, for I could save myself had I wished;
and-thou-art-more:near death then Lam." -

So;g{tbgy went thus talking, they came to a fountain, and & rich
pavilion there by it, 'Then Arthur was aware of a knight that sat beside it,
armed;. in a chair, E . : ' S

7 Ygir knight," said Arthur, "for what cause dogt thou wait here, 80
that no knight may ride this way unless he joust withithee? I counsel thee
to leave that custom, " o -
"This custom, " said the knight, “have I hed and will keep, no matter
:how:gﬁl}naya and whoever is grisved by my custom,. let him change it if
€ Will, -
T " ci:ange it," said Arthur,

“f ghall oppose thee, " said the knight.

At oncz he took his horse and raised his shicld and took a spear, and
they ran together 50 hard that each broke his spear on the other's shield.
Then there came a squire and brought tws more spears and Arthur chose
one and the knight another, Sc they spurred their haorses and came to-
gether with all their might, and-again both broke their spears. Two more
great spears were-brought out, and therewith they ran together. Arthur's
spear was shivered to pieces, but the other knight hit Arthur so hard that
horse and man fell to the earth, Then the knight alit, and both drew their
swords,

And there began a strong battle, with many great strokes, and they
8o hewed with their swords that much blood they bled both, and all the
piace where they fought was covered with blood. So at the last they smote
80 that-both their swords met even together, Put the sword of the knight
smote the.sword of King Arthur in two pizces. Then said the knight unto
Arthur, : :

Thou art in my power to save or slay as I like, and unless thou yi'eld-
thee 83 overcome, thou shalt die, "

‘11ig ‘for death,” said King Arthur, “welcome be it when it cometh,
but F'had lefer die than be so she:ccd as yield me unto thee, "

And therewithal the king leaped at the knight, and took him by the
middle and threw Kim.down, and pulled off his Lelm. - But the knight was.
an exceediiig kig man of might, and at once he brought Arthur under him,
and pullec off his: helm: and would have smitten.off his- head; but that Merlin
spproached; saying.- . @ .. .1 .- - 7 s . '
RNk F e TNV q3 '

"Knight, hold thy hand, for if thou slay that knight thou puttest this
g‘l&; ,masgc utmost-danger; :for this knight is . man-of move.glory than thou
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~"™Why, who is he?” said the knight,
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L PHérwould:the knight Have slain the king for-fear'of Arthur's wrath,
‘and heaved up his sword, but Merlin cast an enchantment upon him, that
he fell'to:the ‘edrth in & gréat sleep. Then Merlin {66k up King Arthur
and they fodé forth, |

" . "Alag!" gsaid Arthur, "what hast thou done, Merlin? Hast thou slain
thisg.ood kiiight by thy crafts? There liveth not o goodl a knight as he .

' VYOarsé yenot," said Merlin, '"for he is but asleep, and will wake in
three hours, His name is Pellinore, and he shall hereafter do you right
good service; and he shall Xave two sons that shall be exceeding good men,
andtheir names ghall be Percivale of Wales and Lamereke of Waies; and
he ahall 121l you the name of your own son, born of your sister, that shall
be the destruction of all this realm,”” -

As they rode further, Arthur said,

"1 have no'sword, " L

"No -matt'ef, " gaid Merlin; "near here is a sword that shall be yours. "

So they rode till they came to a lake, a water both fair and broad, and
in the midst of the lake Arthur saw an arm clothed in white samite, that
held in its hand:w fair sword, - = - -

"Io1" gaid Merlin, "yonder is that sword that I spake of. "

' With that they saw a damsel coming across the lake:
"What damsel igthat?' said Arthur,

"That is the Lady of the Lake, " said Merlin, '"and she will.come to
you; speak ye-fair to her, so that she will give you that sword, "

- And at o_txce ,the damsel came unto Arthur, and they s_al’uted one anétl;er,
.o "aindel; ' said Arthur, "what sword is that, that yonder the arm

. holdeth‘above the water:? I would it were mine, for I have no sword, "

"Sir Arthur," said the damss! "that sword is mine, and if ye will
give me & gift when T ask it of you, ye shall have it," :

'lg;yjn:!ja;th, " said Arthur, "I will give you whatever gift ye will ask. '

b thgellt! Hsaid the-dameel, g5, ye-1fito yonder barge, and row yeurself
to-the Bword, dndtake it and the scabbard with you; and 1 will ask my gift

when I see my time,"
< 186" King Arthir and Merlin alit and-tied their horses to two trées, and
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went fnto the barge; and when they came to the sword thet the hand held,
King Arthur took it up by the hilt, and took it with him, and the arm went
under the water. And so they came unto the land, and as they rode forth,
King Artbur looked upon the sword, and liked it exceeding well,

"Which like you better, "' said Merlin, '"the sword or the scabbard?"
"] lke bgfter the sword, " sdid Arthur, ’

. “¥a2 are most unwise, " said Merlin,  ''for the scabbard is worth ten
of the sword; for while ye have the scabbard upon you, ye shall lose no
‘blood, no matter how sorz ye be wounded; therefore keep the scabbard
always with you, "

So they rcde unto Carlicn, where Arthur'e knights were right glad,
And when they heard of his adventures, they marvelled that he would en-
danger his person so, alone. But they said it was merry to be under such
31 g.hie!taize, that would risk his person in adventure as other poor knights

After a short time it befell that King Arthur sent for all the children
born on May Day, for Merlin had told him that the one that should destroy
hira would be born on May Day; wherefore he sent for them all, upon pain
of death, and 211 were sent unto the king, and so was Mordred sent by King
Lot's wife;. and all were put in a ship and sent to sea, and some were four
weeks old, and some were less, But it happened that the ship drove unto
3 rock and was wrecked and most.of the children were destroyed, save that
Mordred was cast up; « good man fouud him and cared for him till he was
fourteen years old, 2nd then he was brought to the court of King Arthur to
become 2 xnight,

VIL How King Arthur Wedded Guenever, and How the Knights of the Round
Table Were Ordained, ‘

In the beginning, after Arthur was chosen King by fortune and by grs.ce,
the most part of his barons knew not that he was Uther Pendragon’s son;
and though Merlin made it opénly khown, yet many kings and lords held .= ..
great war against him, believing him to be of low birth, But Arthur over-
came them all, for he was ruled by the counsel of Merlin, ag he was most
of thﬁn days of his life, So it befell, on a time, that King Arthur said unto
Merlin, ' ' . . : g -

"My barons wilt iet me have no rest, till that I take a wife; and I will
take none except by thine advice, "

It i well, " said Merlin, 'ihat ye take a wife, for a man of your
bounty and nobility should not be without one, Now is there any that ye
love miore than:another?”' - _

. MYep, " ?ao;idi»l{ing Arttur; "1 love Guenever, daughter of Kirig Leo~
degrance of Cameliai'd; that hath in his house the Table Round that ye told
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me he-got from my father Uther. And this damsel is the fairest lady that
I know or ever could find, "

M"sip," said Merlin, "ag to her beauty, she is one of the fairest
alive; but, if ye loved her not so weli as ye do, if your hesrt were not
set, Tshould tind you another damsel of beauty and of goodaess that should
please you well, " And Merlin told the king that he were unwise to take
Guenever to wifei, for he warned him that Launcelot shnuld love her, and
ghe him. 'Sut," he said, "when a man's heart is set, he will be loath

to change. " ,
"That is truth,"” said King Arthur,

So Merlin went forth unto King Leodegrance, and told him of the de~
sire of the king.

"That," said King Leodegrancé,. "is the best tidings that ever I
heard--that so worthy a king of prowess and nobility will wed my daughter,
And as a gift, Ishall give him what shall please him greatly, for Ishall
give him the Table Round, wkich Utker Pendragon gave me, and when it is
full, there are one hundred and fifty knights., And1I havz one hundred good
knights myself, but I lack fifty, for so many have been slain in my days, .

And so King Leodegrance delivered his daughter Guenever unto Merlin,
and the Table Round with the mundred Imights, and so they rode till they
came unto London,

‘When King Arthur heard of the coming of Guenever and the -hundred
knights with the Table Round; then King Arthur made great joy for her
coming, and that rich present, and said openly,

"Phis fair lady is exceeding welcome unto me, for I have loved her

' long, and therefore there is nothing so dear to me, And these kaight

with the Round Table please me more than great riches. " .

And in ail haste the king gave orders fcr the marriage and the cor-
onation to take place in the most honorable wise that could be devised.

"Now, Merlin,” said King Arthur, "go thou and seck me fifty knights
which be of the most prowess and honor, to {ill the seats of the Round
Table which be empty. "

Within short time Merlin had found eight-and<4wenty such knights, but
no more could he find. Then the Archbishop of Canterbury was fetched,
and he blessed the svats with great royaity and devotion, and placed the
eight-and-twenty knights in their:seats,

Then said Merlin,

"Phere shall no man sit in these two seats,but them that shall be of
the most honor., As for this, the Seat Perilous, there shall no man 8it
therein but one, and if there be any so bold as to try, they shall be de=-
gtroyed; he that shall sit there ahzll have no equal,”
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Then he said unto the knights that were seated,
'15’?aif_§‘;;'s,",v' you must a‘}ilfa.t‘-is'ef-a‘n‘d‘come to King Arthur to do him

hownsge, ™ |
And’so they arose dnd did their homage, and when they were gone
Merlin - found in every seat letters of gold that told the imighta' names
that had sat therein. | * - |

Soon after there s;anie young Gawaine and asked the king a gift.
Ak " said the king, "and I shall grant it you. "

"Sir, T ask that ye will make me knight that same day ye shall wed
fair Guenever, "

"I will do it with & good will,” said King Artlur, "for ye are my
nephew, my sister's son, "

Then was the high feast made ready, and the king was wedded at
Camelot unto the lady Guenevarin. the church of Saint Stéphén's, with great

solemnity,

Then the kinig established all his knights, and unto them that were not
rich he gave lands, and'charged them never to do outrage nor murder,
and always to flee treascn; algo, by no means to be cruel, but to give
mercy unto him that asketh merey, upon pain of forfeiture of their honor
and the lordship of King Arthur for evermore; and always to give kelp
unto ladies, damsels, and gentlewomen, upon pain of death, Also, that no
man do battle in a wrongful quarrel, neither for law nor for worldly goods.
Unto this were all the knights of the Table Round sworn, both young and
old, And every year were they sworn again at the high feast of Pentecost.
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- | PABRT TWO :
HERE FOLLOWETE THE TALE OF SIE GARETH OF ORKNEY
TEAT WAS GALLED BEAUMAINS .. .

-
g

1, How Beaumains came to King Arthur's ccurt, and how be undertook
the adventure of the damasel, -

When King Arthur held his Round Table most fully, he had a custor~ i
at the feast of Pentecost that he would not go that day to meat until he had i
heard or seen a great marvel. And through fhat custom all manner of
strange adventures came before Arthur at that feasi above all other feasts. i

Angd it happened on a time that Sir Gawaine, a little before noon on the
day of Pentecost, espied at a window three men upon horseback, and 2
dwarf on foot. And the three men alit and the dwarf kept their borses, and
one of the three men wus higher than the other two by a oot and a half,
Then-Sir Gawaine went unto the king and said,

"Sir, go toyour meat, for here at band come strange adventures, “

So Arthur went unto his meat with many others; and all the knights of
the Round T'able were there, save those that were prisoners or had been
slain in battle. Then came into the hall two men well end richly dres=sed,
and upoa their shouders there leaned the goodliest and the fairest young
man that ever they all saw, and he was large and long and broad in the
shoulders, and goodly of face, and he was the fsirest and largest handed
that ever man saw, but he seemed as if he might not stand unless he leaned

upon their shoulde:a.

As soon .as Arthur saw him, room was made, and the two men went
with him right unto King Arthur without saying any words, Then this young
man pulled himself back, and easily stretched up straight, saying,

"Ring Arthur, God bless you and all your fair fellowship, and in espe=
cialtie fellowehip of the Table Round., Iam come hither for this cause: to
pray you to give me three fifts, and they shall not be unreéasonable, but ye
may honorably grant them and at no great loss. .And the first gift I wiil ask
now, and the other two gm.s I will ask one year from this day, wheresoever

ye hold your high feast. "
"Now ask, " said Arthur, “and ye shall have your asking. "

"Sir, this is zay petition, that ye will give me meat and drink suffi-
ciently for thiaz twelvemonth, and at that day I will ask - my other two giits,

"My fair son, " said Arthur, "ask better, 1 counsel thee, for this iz but a

simple asking; for g1eatly my judgment faileth me if thou art not come of
men of worsbip, and shalt prove to be a man of right great worship,

Sbat i peit A 0 oyl AN AR AR L IRV e N

"gip, " gaid he, "I have asked what I will ask, "

"go be it, " said the king, "But what is thy name?"
"f cannot tell you, " said he,
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“That is marvel, " said the king, "that thou imowest not thy name;
but thou are the goodliest young man that ever I saw, "

Then the king took him. to Sir Kay, the siteward, and charged him that
he should give him all manner of meats and drinke of the best, and that he
should treat kim es though he were a lord's son, '

'rhere ip little need, " said Sir Kay, 'to spend much upon him; for I
daresay he is low born, for if he had come of gentleme= he would have
asked of you horse and armor, but such as he is, so he asketh, And since
he hath nc name, I shall give him one, and that shall be Beaumains, that
ig, Fair-hands, and into the kitchen I shall bring him. "

And so the two men departed and left the young man to Sir Kay, that
ecorned and mocked him, Thereat was Sir Gawaine wroth, and Sir Launce~
lot also, and they bade Sir Kay leave his mocking.

U
“Ag he is, 80 hath he asked," said Sir Kay again, and he bade Beau-
mains get him a place and sit down to meat, 80 Beaumaing sat him down
among {he boys and lads, and there he ate sadly. Then Sir Launcelof bade
him come to his chamber, and thers he should have meat and drink enough,
and so did Sir Gawaine, but he refused them all; he would do only as Sir

Kay commanded him.

So thus he was put into the kitchen, and lay nightly where the boys of
the kitchen did, And 0 he endured all that year, and never displeased man
nor child, but always he was meek and mild. But ever when there ws sy
jousting of knights, that would he see, if he might, And ever Sir Launcelot
would give him gold to apend, and so would Sir Gawaine, And where there
were contests of skill, thereat would he be, and there might none cast a
gstone as far as he, Then would Sir Kay say,

e

"How liketh you my boy of the kitchen?"

So time passed on till the feast of Pentecost, and that year the kin
fheld it at Carlion in the most royal manner that might be; and again he
would no meat eat until he heard some adventures, Then came there a

squire to the king and said,

“Sir, ye may go to your meat, for here cometh a damsel with some
strange adventures, " ,

Then King Artht;r sat him down, and just thzn there came & damsel
into the hali, end saluted the king, asking for help,

"mor whom?" gaid the king, "What is the adventure?"

"Sir," ahc =aid. "I have a iady of great worship and renown, and she
is besieged by a tyrant so that she may not come out of her castle, And
because here are the noblest knights of the world, I come to you for help, "

" ?"'yhat i your lady called? And what is his neme that hath besieged
er
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:”' afsin,' " she said, 'y& shall not know my-iady's name.at this time; but

called the Fiéd Knigat of the
b gais S iaiioonaiiiteges atm et G L g
.. "Litow Bim nof, " wdld the wng, - .

Sir; ';«am! ir Gawaine, "I know la.i,zn.-wsl}', for he is one of the most
perilons kights of the Wotld; ek oay He e o bt strength, and

" she is.-a lady of ‘grgg,tm?i‘!hi.lg;‘!é‘l,%;ﬁ'eat lands, ~ As for the tyrant, he is -
ed Lawns,

- frotia Hin T orice barely escaped with my Iife, "

. "Fair dareel, " 3aid'the kilig, "iHere be kights here who would do

their power for to rescue your Iady, but Because you will not tell her name,

nor where she. dwelieih, therefore none of my knighta that be here now shall

"Then must I speak further, " said the damsel,

d.wﬁ}i these words there came Beaumains before the king, and thus he
said: | | .

"“Sir kifig, God thank you, I have been this tiwelvemonth in your kitchen
and have had my full sustenance, and now I will agk my other two gifts, "

"Agk, " gaid the king.

"First, that ye will grant me to have this adventure of the damsel, for

it belongeth unto me, "
"Thou, ghalt have it, "’ said the king, "I grant it thee, "
"Then, sir, this is the other gift, that ye shall bid Launcelct of the

' Lake make me knight, for by him will I be made knight and by no one else.

Andwhen: I am gone, I pray you let him ride after me and make me knight
when I require him," . '

“411 this shall be doie, "' §aid the king,

:’:‘-,?"ie on thee, " said the damsel, "shall I bave none but your kitchen
page” '

Then was she wroth, and took her horse and départed. And when
Besumains wes armed, he took his leave of King Arthur and Sir Gawsine,
and of ‘3ir Launéelot, and'preyed that he would ride aftér him; and 80 he
departed and rode after the damsel, And there went many after him to
behold how well heé was clad'in cloth of gold, but hé had neither shield nor
spear, Then Sir Kay said openly in the hall,

"1 will ride after my boy of the kiichen, to see whether he will know

- e ~

me for his beticy,*

And'thouigh Sif Liuncelot nd §iF Gawsirie bade Liim abide at hoiia,
Sir Kay made him ready and took.kis horsas and his spear and rode after

Beaumains, ' As suon a8 BeaGmains over{osk:the damsel, up came Sir Kay, |
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Then: Beaumains: turned-his: horse and knew it was Sir Kay, that had
done him great scorn, . o
"Yea, "";—sgid' Beauraains, "I know, you for an ungentle knight, -and there=

fore beware of me," . .

- Therewith-Sir Kay ran straight upon him'with his spear, and Bezumsains
ran.as fast upon Sir Kay with his sword in his hand; and so he knecked away
the spear with his sword, and thrust 3ir Kay through the side, so that he
fell dowm:as if he were dead.  Then Beaumaing took Sir Kay's shield and
his spear, and rode his way, '

II. How Beaumains was dubbed knight.

By that time Sir Launcelot was come, and Beaumainrs offered to joust
with him; and they made ready, and came together ss fiercely that either
bore the other to the sarth, and sore were they bruised. Then Sir Launce~
lot arcse-and helped Beaumains up.. And then Beaumains offered to fight
with Sir-Launcelot.on foot, and so they rushed together like boars, - dodging
and striking for an hour, and Sir Launcelot marvelled at Bvaumains!
strength; for he fought more like a giant than a knight, and his fighting was
steady and exceeding perilous. Then Sir Launcelot said, '

"Beaumains, fight riot 8o sore, your quarrel and mine is not o great
that we may not leave off, .

"That i truth, " said Beaumains, "but it doth me good to feel your
might; and yet, my lord, I.showed not the utmost of my strength, "

"Well, " said Sir Launcelot, "I promise you that I had as much to do as
I might io.8ave myself from disgrace, and therefore have ye no fear of any
earthly knight, "'

"Hope ye that I may ever stand a proved knight?" said Beaumains,
"Yea, " said Launcelot, "if ye do a8 ye have done, "
"Then I pray you, " said Beaumains, "give me the order of knighthood, "
"Phen must ye tell ﬁe:yo‘ur‘ name, " said Launcelot; '
"'Sir, if ye ‘will not expose me, I shall,” said Beaumains.

. "Phat wr{prgn{i;eéyio; by the faith of my boay,- * said Sir Launcelot,

i

’."“l‘h;h,ﬁ Sh':,' " ’he-;aid, "my name is éai‘-;ih, brother unto Sir Gawaine, "

. ;,;a'*Al'zﬁi."r-Sir,e%!:éd&\ Lu’mcelot. "'I’,fiﬁrg'l‘mider'tbarvﬂ.l was, for ever I-thought
ye:stathe of grest blood,

. *
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‘And: then ‘Sin: Launcelot gave:him the order of knighthood,. and then he
«departed: from-hin¥and came {0 Sir: Kay; and insde-him to be borne:home
upon-his:sliield,'.and.all' men scorned:SixKay, +-- = . = .- |
- When:Beaumains hiad overtaken the damsel, at once she said,

"'What :dost-thou. here?  Thou stinkeat of the kitchen, thy clothes be
‘foul with:the grease and tallow of King Arthur's kitchen, Thinkest thou, "
she said, “that I shall accept thee because thou hast slain yonder kright?
Nay truly, for thou slewest hi:h by.mischance and cowardly; therefore de=

- part, foul kitchen page, I know thee well, What art thou but a turner of
roaeting gpits-and a ladlé~waslier?" : : o

"Demsel, " said Beﬁumaim, "gay to me what ye will, I will not depart
from you, for 1 have undertaken to King Arthur to achieve your adventure,
and so shall I finish it, or I shall die.' :

"Fie on thee, kitchen knave, thou shalt soon meet one that thou wouldst
not look in the face for all the broth that ever thou suppest, "

"I shall assay," said Beaumains.

So thus as they rode in the wood, there came toward them a man flying
as fast as he might.

. "Olord," he said, “help me, for near here are six thieves that have
taken my lord and bound him and I fear lest they will slay him."

"Bring me thither, "' said Beaumains,

And 80 they rode till they came to the knight and the six thieves, and
then Beaumains rode unto them and struck one unto the death, and then
another, and at the third stroke he slew the third thief: and then the other
three fled, But he rode after them, and he overtook them, and at the last
he slew them, and returned and unbound the knight, And the knight thanked
him and prayed him to ride with hira to his castle where he shouldreward him,

“Sir, ' said Beaumains, "I will no reward bave, for I was this day made
knight by noble Sir Launcelot. And also I must follow this damsel, "

But when be came nigh her, she bade him ride from her

"For thou smellest all of the kitchen, Thinkest thou that Tam pleased
with thee? This deed thatthou hast done is but.mischance, But thou shalt
soon see & sight that ehall make thee turn again, and that quickly, "

Then the knight which wag-rescued from:the thieves rode after the dam-
sel, ‘and prayed heér to:lodge at his castle that night, And because it was
near night she rode with him to his castle, and there they %ad great cheer.
And st dinner the knight set Beaumains beside the damsel;

o "&Fivé; ﬁe, sir knight. " gshe said, ''ye are uncourteous to set a kitchen
page béside:me. . He is-better-fit:to-stick-a swine ihin-to sit by & lady of
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- . Themthecknight was ashamed st her:words; -and took Beaunieins to &
gide table.and sat down fiimself beside him. And on the morn the damsel
and he thanked the knight and took their leave, and so rode on their way
until they-came to:a:graat river with but ofié passage, andthere were two
knights:there to block their way, .

_ "What sayest thou,” said the darisel, "wilt thou uatch yonder knights,
or tnrh:a'gain?;'-' R P T )

"Nay; -ssjd -Beaumairis, "I would:not turn again if there wers six more,"

And therewith-he rushed into the water, and he and one of the knights
broke their spears on each other, and then they drew their swords and
smoté eagerly at-sach other, And:at the last.Sir Beaumains smote the
other upon the helm that he fell stunned into the water, and there was he
drowned. And:thén Beasumsins spurred his horse upoa the iand. where the
other kright fell upon him, and broke his spear,: And so they drew their
swords tnd fought long together., At the list Sir Beaumains clove his helm
and his head down to the shoulders; and so he rode unto the damsel and
bade her ride forth on her way,

“Alas, " she said, "that ever a kitchen page should destroy two suck
good knights. Thou thinkest thou hast done well, but that is not so. The
first knight's horse stumbled and so he was drowned in the water; and by
mishap thou camest up behind the last knight, and slewest him., Fie, fie,
fousekiaclwn knave, thou shalt soon see knights that shall beat down thy
pride, o :

“"Fair damsel, ’give me goodly language., Whatsoever imights they be,

I fear them not, Ye may say what ye will, but wheresoever ye go I will
follow you." . ' , .

IIf, How Beaumains fought with the Black Knight, and the Green Knight,

ARSI GUAT TSR

So they rode till evening, and ever the lady rebuked him and would not
rest, And then they came to a black land, and there was a black hawthori
whereon hung a black banner; and on the other side there hung & black
shield, and by it stood a blsck spéar; great and long, and a great black
horse covered with silk, and a black stone near by, There sat a knight
all armed in biack, and his name was the Knight of the Black Lands,

. "Damsel," he said, "have ye brought this knight of King Arthur to be
your champion?" . - .
" "Hay, fair:knight," said she, "this is but a Kitchen knave, that was fed
in King Artur's kitchen, ' - o
"Why cometh he, " said:the knight, "in such array? It is shame that
he beareth you company. ' .. - g ; -

"'Sir, I cannot be delivered of him," said she, "for with me he rideth
in spite:of-me, ‘Would-that-ye might rid ms of kim; for he is an unhappy
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lnave;-and unhappily he hath done-this day: through mishap I saw him slay
two-knights at the pacsage of the water, " .

ith Wl, " said the Blaci Knight, "that any man of honor will have ado

. "'they know him not, " seid the damsel, "and because he rideth with me
they think he is some man of honor, "

“That may be, "' said the Black Xnight; "noneikeless, he is full likely
to be a strong me=; bat this much shall I grant you: Ishsll put him down
upon foot, and he shaill leave his horse and his gear with me, ™

When Sir Bezumains heard him say tims, he said,

"Sir knight, thou art full liberal with my horse and my gear. I let
thee know that whether thou likest it or not I will pass this land in spite of
thee; and therefore let see what thou canut do, "

""Sayest thou that?'' gaid the Black Knight, ''Now yield thy lady from
thee, for no kitchen page i8 fit to ride with such a lady, "

Thou liest, " said Beaumains, "I am & gentleman born, and of more
high linesge than thou, and that will I prove on thy body, "

Then in great wrath they came together with their horses like thunder;
and the Black Knight's spear broke, and Beaumains thrust him through
both his sides, and therewith his spear broke off and Ieft the shaft still in
his side; But nevertheless the Black Knight drew his sword and smote
many eager and mightystrékes, and hurt Beaumains fuil sore. But at the
"last within an hour and a half the Black Knight fell down off his horse in a
swoon, and there he died, And Beaumains saw that he had been 8o well
horased end armed that he slit and armed him in the Black Knight's armor
and took his heorse, and 8o rode after the damsel,

When she saw him she said,

"Away, kitchen knave, out of the wind, for the smell of thy foul clothes
grieveth me, Aias, that ever such a knave as thou art gshould by mishap
slay so good a knight, But near here is one that shall pay thze back, and
therefore I counsel thee, flee,"

"It may hepnen, " said Beaumains,- "that I shall be beaten or slain; but
I warn-you, fair damsei, I will not flee away nor leave your company for
all that ye can say; for ever ye say tiiat they will kill me or beat me, but
yet I ascape and they lie on the ground. Therefors it were as good for you
to ceass thue all day rebuking me, for away will I not #ill I sce the end of
this journey, or else be slain or truly beaten, "

. Thus as ’ahéyarodg idgefhéf} they saw a knight come tocward them &11 in
gxgx;shboth his horse and his gear, and when he came nigh the damsel he
8. er; ... . - . ‘

"'Js that my brother the Black-Knight that ye have brought with you?"
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o "Nq'f nay," said she, "this unhappy kitchien knave hath slain your
brotaer,

. "Alag, 'said the Green Knight, "that is great pity, that so noble a
knight as he was ghouid so uabappily be slain, namelyf by a knave's hand.
Ah! traitor, "' said the Green Knight unto Beaumains, ''thou shalt die for
alayai‘n'g my brother; he was a full noble knight, and his name was Sir Per-
cara, - )

"I defy thee, " said Beaumains, "for I let thee know I slew him knightly,
and not shamefully.,"

Therewith the Green Knight rode unto a green horn that hung upon a
thorn, and there he blew thiree deadly notes, and there came two damsels
and armed him quickly.. And then he took a great horse, and a green shield
and a green spear, And then they ran together with all their mights, and
broke their spears. And then they drew their swords, and gave many
grievous strokes, and each of them wounded ihe other full ill. And at the
last Beaumains' horse struck the Green Knight's horse upon the side, and
he fell to the earth, When Beaumains saw that, he alit, and they rushed
togéther like two mighty champions 2 long while, and much blood they bled

both, With that came the damsel and said,

. "My lord the Green Knight, why for shame stand ve 8o long fighting
with the kitchen knave? Alas, it is shame that ever ye were made knight,
o see such 2 lad match such a knight, 2s if the weed were io overgrow the

grain, "

Therewith the Green Knight was ashamed, and therewith he gave a
great stroke of might, and clave Beaumains' shield through, When Beau-~
mains saw his shield cloven asunder he was a little ashamed of that stroke,
and of her language; and then he gave the Green Knight such a buffet upon
the helm that he fell on his knees: and suddenly Beaumains pulled him to
the ground groveiing. And then the Green Knight begged for raercy.

"All is in vain, " said Beaurnains, "for thou shalt die unless this damsel
that came with me pray me to save thy life, "

And therewith he uniaced his helm, as if he would slay him,

"Fie upon thee, falgse kitchen page! I will never pray thee to save his
life, for I never wili bs 20 much in thy debt, "

"Then he ghall die, " said Beaumains.

"Thou wouldst aot be so bold as to slay him, thou foul knave, " zaid
the damsel.

“Alas," said the Green Knight, "let me not die, whea a fair word may
save me, Fair imnight, save my life, and I wili forgive thee the death of
my brother, and forever become thy man; and thirty knights that stand by
me foraver shall do.thee service, "

"In the devil's name, " said the dumsel, "that such & foul kitchen knave
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‘Shotild have-thHée and thirty knights at his' service, "

SiFkiight, " dald Peagmaing; "'all thig-availeth-thee not unless my
-demigel spedk for thy e, ' .. -~ =7 - Ly

- And'thergwith tie-irinde 2 preténie of slaging hin;

. PLat'be, ¥ saidithe damsel, "thon foul knave, slay him not, forif thou
do thou shalt repent it," - - -

' "Darhsél, " said Betiuinaink, "your charge is to me & pleasure, and at
your commandment his Tife shall be saved, "

Then he said.

Y'Sit knight with the groen arms, I release thee at this damsel's re-
quest, for I will not make her wroth; I will fulfill all that she chargeth me,"

-

" And thern the Green Knight kneeled down, and did him homage with his

- 8word; Then said the damsel,

"I am sorry, Green Knight, for yowdefeat and for your brother's
death; ‘f'?r of your help I h&d great need, for I greaily dread to pass this
forest,

"Nay, dread you not, " said the Green Knigit, "for ve shall lodge with
me this night, and temorrow I shall help you through this forest. " ,

So they tock their horses and rode to his manor, and ever the damsel
rebuked Beaumains, and would not let him sit at her table; but the Green
Knight took him and seatéd him at a side table,”

"I marvel;" eaid the Green Knight (o the damsel, "why ye rebuke this
noble knight ag ye do, for I warn you, damsel, he is a full noble knight,
and I know no knight able to mateh bim; therefore ye do wrong to rebuke
him, for he shsll do you right good service; for whatscever he maketh of
}iuiinmsélf;"he- shall prove at the end to be of noble biood, and of king's '

eage; - - co '

"Fie, fie," said the damsel, "it is shame for you to say of him such
homrc " e

"Truly, " said the Green Knight, "it were shame for me to say of him
any dishonor, for he hath proved himself a bétter ipight than I am, yet
have Inet with many kﬂi‘ght&'in my days, and never to this time Have 1
found a knight M8 match," - | :

* " And so that night they went unto rest. And on the morn they all arose,
and heard their mase and brake their fast, and then they took their horses
and rodeé-on their way,:and the Green Knight conveyed them through the
forest, “And-so‘théy departed from the Green Knight, Then the damsel
said__g‘qto, Beaumaina,
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" "Why doat thou follow mo, thou kitchen boy? Cast away thy shield and
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thy spéar and fiee, or thou shalt #ay right soon, Alas!"

"Damsél, " said Béaué’;ains, ot him who is afeared flee, for it were
shame to turn again since I have ridden 8o long with you, "

"Well, g':l:i’&jth;e dimsel, "ye shall soon turn, whether ye will or not, ”

- Sowithtn 8 while they ,sav‘i a tGwer as white as any saow; and over the
tower<gate there hung fifty shields of many colors; and under that tower

" .
1 o
IR LIS X

there was a fair meadow, And therein were many knighis and squires, for ¥
there upon the morn should be a great tournament; and the lord of the tower Bl
was in his castle, and looked cut at a window, and saw a damsei, a dwarf, 2
and & knight armed at ali points, - =
"By my falih, " said the lord, "with that knight will I joust, for Isee he &
is a knight errant,” E
And 80 he armed him and horsed him hastily., And when he waa on '
horseback with his shield and his spear, he was all in red. And when he i3
came nigh Beaumains he thought it was his brother the Black Knight. And
then he ¢ried aloud, =
“Brother, what do ye here?" *;
"Nay, nay," said the damse}, "it is not he; this is but a kitchen knave, f;““?f
that was brought up in King Arthur's court, " =
"Nevertheless, " said the Red Knight, "I will speak with him. " %

ey
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"Ah, " said the damsel, "this knave hath killed thy brother, and Sir Kay
- named him Beaumains, and this horse and harness was thy brother's. Also

I saw thy brother the Green Knight overcome at his hands, Now may ye be
revenged upon: him, "

With this both knights came together with all their might, and both their
horses fell to the earth, Then they put their shields before them, and drew
their swords, and each gave the other grievous strokes, now here, now
there, hacking, hewing, parrying, and hurling like two boars, the space of
two hours, And then the damsel cried on high to the Red Knight,

"Alag, thou hoble Red Knight, let never a kitchen knav= endure thee 8o
long ae he doth, " .

_ . Then the Red Knight waxed wroth, and doubled his sirckes, and hurt
Beaumainz wonderly sore, that the blood ran down to the ground and it was
wonder to gee that strong battle, Yet at the last Sir Beaumains struck him
to y{th: earth, and as he would have slain the Red Knight he cried mercy,
saying, ‘

"Noble knight, slay me not,- and I shall forgive thee ail the harm that
thou hast done to me and the death of my brother the Black Knight, "

q

AT this availeth riot, " said Sir Beaumains, ''unless my damsel pray
me to save thy iife. "
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And therewith he made pretense to sirike off his head,
"Let be, thou Beaﬁ.n'iéins. slay him not, for he is a noble knight, " -

Then Beaumains bade the Red Knight stand up, and thank the damses
for his life, Then the Red Knight prayed him to see his caatle, audio stayther: |
all night, So there they went, But aiways the damse} spoke many foul words
unto Zeaumains, whereof the Red Knight had great marvel, And upcn the
morn they heard mass, and broke their fast, and the Red Knight came be~
fore Beaumains with three gcore knights, and there he offered him his hom-~

age and fealty at all times, he and his knights,

“I thank you, " said Beaumairs, "but this ye shall grant me: when I
call upon you, to come before my lord King Arthur, and yield you unto him
to be his knights,"
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"Sir, " said the Red Knight, "I and my fellowship shall be ready at
your surnmons, "

And 80 Beaumains and the damsel departed, and ever she rode chiding
bim in the foulest manner,
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IV, How Sir Beaumains patiently suffered great rebukes of the damsel, and
how he fought with Sir Persant of Inde, .

"Damsel, " said Beaumains, “ye are uncourteous to rebuke me as ye
do, for I think I have done you good service. Ever ye threaten me I shall
be overcome by knights that we meet, but ever it is they that lie in the dust
or in the mire; and therefore I pray you rebuke me no more. When ye see
me beaten, iher: may ye bid me go from you shamefully; but I were worse
than a feol if I would depart from you while I were winning honor, "

"Well, " said she, "right soon thou shalt meet a knight that shall pay
thee back, for he is the man of most honor of the world, except King Arthur,"
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"The more he is of honor, " said Beaumains, "the more shall be my

P

honor to have ado with him, " >
Then they saw before them 2 city rich and fair. And betwixt them and "

the city there was a fair mesdow that seemed new mown, and therein were %;
many pavilions fair 1o behold. &
"Lo, " said the damsel, "yonder is a lord that owneth yonder city, and ,

his custom is when the weather iz fair to waii in this meadow to joust and 2]
tourney. And ever th:re be about him five hundred knights and gentlemen= 5
at-arms,” . 5
"That goodly lord, " said Beaumains, "would I fain see, " .
"Thou shalt see him soon enough, " said the damsel. =

And so as she rode near she espied the pavilion where he was.




“Lo, " said she, "seest thou yonder pavilion that ie all of blue, the
color of Inde, and everything about it all the color of inde? His name is
Sir Persant of Indz, the most lordly knight that ever thou lookedst on,

"It may well be, "' said Beaumains, 'but be he never so stout a knight,
I shall abide in this field ¢ill I see him under his shield, "

"Ah, fool, " said she, "thou were better to flee, "

"Why, " said Beaumains, "if he be such a knight as ye make him out
to be, will not set upon me with 211 his men, or with his five hundred
knights. And if there come no more than one at once, I shall not fail whilst
my life lasteth,"

"Fie, fie," said the damsel, "that ever such a diriy knave should
blow such a boast, "

“Damsel, " he said, "ye are to blame 80 to rebuke me, for I had
rather do five battles than 80 to be rebuked; let him come and then let him
do his worss, "

"Sir, " she said, "I marvel what thou art and of what kin thou art come:
boldly thou speakest, and boldly thou hast done, Therefore I pray thee save
thyself, for thy horse and thou have had great travail, and I fear we tarry
too long from the siege, for it is but seven miles further, and here I fear
lest ye shall catch some hurt, for Sir Persant of Inde is nothing of might
nor strength next  the knight that laid siege about my lady, "
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"Be it ag it mey, " said Sir Beaumains, "since I am come 80 nigh
this knight I will prove his might before I depart from him. And therefore,
damsel, have ye no doubt by the grice of God that within two hours after
noon: I shall overcome him, and then shall we come to the siege by daylight, "

"'Oh Jesu, " said the damsel, "I marvel what manner of man ye be,
for never did womaun treat knight 8o foul and shamefully as I have done you,
and ever courteously ye have allowed me; and that came never but of a
gentle blood, "
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"Damsel,"said Beaumains, "the more ye said, the more ye argered
me, and my wrath I wreaked upon them that I bad ado with, Therefore ye
furthered me in my battle, And though I had meat in King Arthur's kitchen,
yet I might have had meat enough in other piaces; but all that I did to test
my friends, and that shall be known another day. But whether I be a gentle=
ma;:d borr}' or not, I let you know, fair damsel, I have done you gentleman's
service,

"Alas," she said, "fair Beaumains, forgive me all that I have said
or dcne against thee, "

"With all my heart, " said he, "I forgive it you, and since it plcaseth
you to speak thus fair to me, know that it gladdeth mine heart greatly, and
now I think there is no knight living but I am able enouga for him, "

With this, Sir Persant of Inde upied ther: and sent to discover
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whether they cams in war or in pesace,
"Say'to thy lord, it shall be as he wigh, "

So ths messenger went again unto Sir Persant, and told ki his an~
swer, :

"Well, then will I have ado with him, "

And 8o he rode against him. And Beaumains saw him and mode him
ready, and there they met as fast as ever their horses might run, and
broke their spears ench in three pieces, anc their horses rushed sc to-
gether that both their horses fel! dead to the earth, Ther quickly they
leaped from their horses and put theii shields before them and Grew their
swords, and gave many great atrokes, and somuiimes they hurtled so to=

.gether that they fell groveling on the ground. Thus tiey fought two hours
and more until at the last Sir Besumains smote Sir Perzant through the side
of the body, and then he emote him upca the helm go that he feil groveling
to the earth; and then he leapt upon him and unlaced his helm %o have slzin

him, Then Sir Persant yielded him and asked mercy., With that came the
damsel, and prayed to save his life,

"I will, for it were pity that this noble knight should die. "

"Gramercy, " said Persent, "gentle knight and damsel, For certainly
now I know well it was ye who slew my brothar the Black Knight at the biack
thorn; he was a full noble knight, and his name wes Sir Percard, Alsol
am sure that ye are he that won mine other brother the Green Knight; his
name i& Sir Pertolepe, Also ye won my brother the Red Knight, Sir Peri-
mores, And now since ye have won these, this shall I do {o please you: ye
shall have homage and fealty from me, and a hundred knights, to be always
at your commandment, to go and ride where ye wil: command us, "

And so they went unto Sir Persant’s pavilion and drank wine and ate
spices, and after supper to bed, And on the morn the damsel and Sir Beau=~
mains heard mass and broke their fagt, and readied themselves to leave.

"Fair damsel, " said Fersant, "whither are ye leading this knight?"

gy, n ¥+ 8b¢ s8id, "this Inight i going to the slege tist surroundeth my

"Ah, ah," said Persant, "that is the Knight of the Red Lands, the most
perilous knight that I kriow now living, and 2 man without mercy. God save
you, " said he to Beaumains, "from that knight, for he doth great wrong to
that lady, and that is great pity, for she is one of the fairest ladies of the

world, and I think that your damsel is her sister, Is not yourname Linet?"
said he,

"Yea, sir,"” said she, "and my sister's name is Dame Liones, "

“This Red Knight of the Red Lands hath )ain long at the giege, and ever
he prolongeth the time so.that he might have i Launcelot of the Lake to do
battle with him, or Sir Tristrém; or Sir Lamorak of Galis, or Sir Gawaine, "
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"Now, my lord Sir Persantof Inde, " said the damsel Linet, "I require
that ye will make this gentleman.knight befoxe he fights with the Red Knight. "

"I will with all my heart, " said Sir Persans, "if i will please him to
take the order of knighthood from so simple « mon as I am, "

"Sir, " axid Beaumains, "I thankyou for your good will, but the nobie
Imight Sir Launcelot has made me knight, "

“Ah, " said Perzant, "ye might not be made knight by a more rencwned
knight, for of sll knights he i3 called chief of knighthood, Also all the world
saith that batwixt three knights all knighthood is clearly divided: that is .
Launcelot of the Lake, Sir Trietram of Liones, and Sir Lamorak of Galis.
Therefore God spead you well, for if ye may match the Red Knight ye shali
be called the fourth of the world, "

"Sir, "' said Beaumains, "now if ye and this damsel will not reveal it,
I will tell you of what kin I am, "

':'We will not expose you, "’ said they both, "by the faith we owe unto

God.

"Truly, then," said he, "my name is Gareth of Orkney, and King Lot
was my father, and my mother is King Arthur's sister; Sir Gawaine and
Sir Agravaine and Sir Gaheris are my brothérs, and I am the youngest of
them all. And as yet neither King Arthur, nor Sir Gawaine know what I am, "

How the damsel and Beaumains came to the giege, and how Beaumains

V. How the d umain
fought with the Fed Xnight of the Red Lawns,

Then the dwarf brought word to the lady that was hesieged that her
sister was come and a kright with her,

"What manner of man is he?" said the lady,

"He i8 a noble knight, madam, "' said the dwarf, "and but a young man,
but he is 28 iikely a man ag ever ye saw., "

“Cf what kin i8 he come, " said the lady, "and by whom was he made
knight? "

"Madam, " said the dwarf, "he is the king's eon of Orkney, but I will
?;t tell lgtou’ 'hfa name at thiz time; but know that he was made knight by Sir
unceiot,

"How escaped he from the brethren of Persant?" said the lady.
"Madam, " he said, "as a noble knight should, *'

"Dwarf, " said the lady, "I am glad of these tidings; therefore g0 thou
to my hermifage near by, and there shalt thou bear with thee wine and bread
and venison and fowls, . And then go thou unto my sister énd grest her well,

and commend me unto that gentle knight, and pray him to eat and to drink,
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and make him'strong.: Also pray Rim that he be of good hesrt and-good:
courage, for-hé-sliall meet with-a Nl -noble-knigi%, bat he is neither boun-
teous nor-caurtzous nor geatle, for he thinketh o nothing but murder, and
that is the cause I cannot praise him nor love hiru, "

- And so within-a 1ittle while the damsel Linét and Siy Beaumains ca—e
to- that herimitage, and-tlieré they drank the wine arnd ate the venison and
the fowls, And when the dwarf returned again unto the castle, there met
with him the Red Knight of the Red Laiids, and asked hi 1 from whence he
came, o ' ‘

“Sir," said the dwarf, "I have been with my lady's sister, and she hath
been at King Arthur's court, aid brought & knight with her, "

"Then her labor is but lost; even had she brought with her Sir Launcelot,
Sir Tristram, Sir Lamorak, or Sir Gawaine, I would think myself good
enough for them aii, " .

"Thet may well be, " said the dwart, "but this knight hath passed ail the
perilous passages; he hath slain the Black Knight,.and two more, and won
the Green Kaight, the Red Knight and the Blue Knight,. "

"Then he is one of the four I have mertioned, "

"He is none of thoge, " said the dwarf, "but he is a king’s gon. "
"“"What is his name?" said the Red KKnight of the Red Lands.
“That I will not tell you, " said the dwarf,

“I care not, " said the knight, "for he shall have a shameful death, as
many others have had, "

"It is marvel," s2id the dwarf, “that ye make such shameful war upon
noble knights, "

Beaumains lay all night in the hermitage, and upon the morn he and the
demsel Linet heard their mass, and broke their fast. And then they took
their horses #nd rode throughout a fair forest, and then they came to a
plain, and saw where there were many pavilions and tents, and a fair castle,
and there was much smoke and great noise, And when they came near the
siege Sir Bezumains espied upon gréat trees how there hung by the neck
goodly armed men, with their shields about their necks, and their swords,
and gilt spurs upon their heels, and so there hung shamefully nigh forty
lmights with full rich arms, Then Sir Beaumaine' countenance fell, and he
said,

"What meaneth this?"

"Fair sir, " said the damsel, "ye must encourage yourself in spite of
this sight, or else ye be loat, for all these knights came hither to this siege
‘o rescue my sister Dame Liones, and when the Red Knight of the Red Lands
had cvercome them ke put them to this shamsful death, without mercy or
1?}1lty. ,And in thie sime way will he serve you, unless ye fare better than .
they.
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- "Now Jesu defend me;" said Sir Bosumains, "Srom such a villainous
g::tj:lh:nnd dtizgnce t’gx?;r;x'ns, for I would rather be slain manly in plain
e than: to fare thus. .

"Trﬁjtiﬁm:not-, ',"a@;ai;‘i'ther damsel, "for in him is no courtesy; and that
is a pity;: for he is a full ltkely man, well made of bodyi. a full noble knight
of prowees, and a lord of great lands and possessions. _

"He may well-be good knight, " said Beaumains, "but he hath shame-~
ful custorss, and it ie marvel that none of the noble knights of my lord Ar=-
thur beve dealt with him, " .

And then they'rode to the walls and saw, near by, a sycamore tree,
whereon hung-a horn, the greatest that ever they saw, of an elephant's
bone, and-this Knight of the Red Lands had hanged it up there, so that if
there came any knight .errant ke must blow thet horn, and then would he
make him ready, and come to him to do battle, '

"But Sir, Ipray you," said the damsel Linet, "blow ye not the horn
till it be high noon, for before that time his might increaseth till, as men
say, he hath seven men's sirength, "

"Ah; -fie fi;r shame, fair damsel; if he were as good a knight as ever
was, yet ahould I test him at his most powerful, for either I will win honor
honorably, or die knightly in the field.,"

And therewith ne spurred his horse straight to the sycamore tree, and
blew the horn 80 eagerly that all the siege and the castle rang thereof. And
then there leapt out knights from their tents and pavilions, and those within
the castle looked over the walls and out the windows, Then the Red Knight
of the Red Lands armed him hastily, and two barons get his spurs upon his
heels, and ali was blood-red, his armor, spear, and shield. And an earl
buckled his helm upon hie head, and then they brought him a red steed, and
80 he rode into a litile vale under the castle, so that all that were in the
castle and at the sieye might behold the battle,

" Sir, " said the damsel Linet unto Sir Beaumains, "iook ye, for yonder
is your dead'y enemy, and at yonder window is my sister, "

"Where?" said Beaumains,

"Yonder, " said the dumsel, and pointed with her finger.

"She seems from afar the fairest lady that ever I looked upon, " said
Beaumains, "and truly, I ask nothing better than to do battle for her now,
for truly she shall be my lady, and for her I will fight, "

And ever he looked up t) the window with glad countenance. With that
the Red Knight of the Red Lands called to Sir Beaumains,

"Leave thy looking, sir knight, and behold me, for I warn thee she is
my lady, and for her I have donie many strong battles, "

"If thou hast done 80, " said Beaumains, "it was but waste labor, for
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she Iovsth none-cf thy attentions, and for thou to love une that loveth thee
not, is but great folly. For if I understood that she were not glad of my
coming;, I would think twice before ‘i did battle for her. But I understand
that by-the besieging of this castle;, thou hast lost her good favor. And
therefore, thou Rag Knigh! of the Red Lands, know that I love her and will
rescue her, or else die."” '

"Sayest thou that?" said the Red Knight; "thou ought to beware by
reason of yonder knights that thou sawest hang upon yor der trees. "

"Fie for shame, "' said Beaumains, "that ever thou shouldst say or do
such evil; thou shamest thyself and knighthood, and thou mayest be sure
there will no lady love thee that knoweth thy wicked customs. Thou thinkest
that the sight of these hanged knights should frighten me., Not 80; that
shameful sight causeth me to have courage and hardiness against thee, meore
than T would have had against thee if thou wert a well=ruled knight. "

. "M%l{e thee ready, ' said the Red Knight of the Red Lands, "and talk no
onger.

Then Sir Beaumains bade the damsae! go from him, and they put their
spears in their rests and came together with all their might and smota each
other in the midst of their shields, so that they fell to the earth hoth, and
iay a great while sore stunned; and all those that were in the casile thought
tueir necks had been broken, and many said the strange knight was a big
man and a noble jouster, for till now no knight could match the Red Knight
of the Red Lands,

Then they got free of their horses and put their shields before them, and
drew their swords, and ran together like two fierce lions, and gave each
other such buffets upon their helms that they recled backward two strides,
and then they recovered and hewed great pieces from their armor and their
shields, And thus they fought till it was past noon and they both lacked wind,
and then they stood panting, blowing, and bleeding, that all that beheld them
wept for pity. And when tney had rested a while they went 1o Lattle again,
dodging, striking, and parrying, as two boars. And sometimes they ran at
sach other like two rams, and burtied together so that they fell groveling
to the earth; and sometimes they were so coniused that each took the other's
sword instead of his own, Thus they battled on until at the last Beaumains -
smote the sword out of the Red Knight's hand, and then he smote him upon
the helm so that he fell to the earth, and Sir Beaumains fell upon him and
unluced his helm to have slain him; and then he asked mercy, saying with e
a loud voice, b

"O noble knight, I yield me to thy mercy."
Then Sir Beaumains thought cf the knights that he had made to be hanged

shamefully, and he said,

"I may not with honor suve thy life, because of the shamefal deaths
thou hast caused many good knights to die,

"Sir, " said the Red Knight of the Red Lands, "hold your hand and ye
shall know the causes why I put them to so shameful a death.
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"Say-on, " said-Sir Bosumaing; " - ..
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+»"'Sir, 1loved.once-a lady; & fair- damsel, and her brother was slain,
and'she- said:-it:-wis done by Sir Launcelot of the Lake or else Sir Gawaine,
and she begged me that I would promise to labor daily in arms until I mot
with d?a:l:f' 'them‘,:: ‘and sll-that I'might-overcome 1 should put unto & villain=-
ous A Tt go - . .

. ’-iTixaii*,--i" said ?rBioa‘u’miim%,* -"?insomuch as all that ye 4id was at a iady's
request, I'blame you the lsks, and ye shzll have your lfe upon this con~

. . dition: that ye go within the castle and yield you to the lady, and if she will

.forgive you, I will. And when that is done, that ye go urio the court of King
Arthur, “and there ask Sir Launcelot and Sir Gawaine mercy for the evil will
7é have hiad against them, " - - :

"Si¥, " said the Red Knigir: of the Red Lands, "sll this will T do as ye
COTRTE .d." .8 A R .

- -And then the maiden Linet tame to Sir Beaumaines and unarmed kim and
trested his wounds, -and she did likewise unto th> Red Knight, And so within
& while the Red Knight of the Rid Lands went unto the castle and put him in
the good graces of the lady Liones, ‘and she forgave him, And then he de~
parted tinto the court of King Arthur, and there he put him in the mercy of

Sir Launcelot and Sir Gawaine, @nd there he told cpenly how he was overcome

and by whom.,

"Jesu mercy, " said King Arthur and Sir Gawaine, "we marvel much of
what kin he is come, for he is a noble knight, "

“Have no marvel; " said Sir Launcelot, "for he iz come of a full noble

blood, and there be but few now living so mighty as he is, and so noble of
prowess, " .

(3 seemeth; " said King Arthur, "that ye know hie name, and of what
blood he is. "

"I suppose I do 80, * said Launcelot, "or else I would not have given
him ﬂiei oz;'der of knighthosd; but he cha>ged me at that time that I gshould not
reveal it,- :

ié’ow turn we untc Sir Beaumains, who desired of Linet that he might
aee her gister, his lady.

“Sir, "' said she, "I would fain ye saw her, "

Then Sir Beaumains armed him, and tock his horse and his spear, and
rode straight unto the castle. And when he came tc the gate he found there
many armed men, and they pulled up the drawbridge. Then he marvelled
why they would not let him enter. And then he looked up to the window, and
there he saw the fair Liones, that said,

"Go thy way, Sir Beaumains, for thou shalt not wholly have my love
until the time that thou be called one of the worthy knights, And therefore
go labor in henor this twelvemonth, and then thou shalt hear new tidings. "
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“Alss, fair lady,' daid Beaumains, "I have not deserved that ye should
show me this strangeness; I had thought that I shculd have right good cheer

with you, and I am sure I have bought your love with part of the best blood
within my body, "'

"Fair courteous knight, " said Deme Licnes, "be not displeased nor
over hasty; your great labor nor good lcve shall not be lost. Therefore go
on yorway, and be of good comfort, for all this shall be to your honor, and
a twelvemonth will soon be done, and trust me, fair kn’ght, I shall be true -

tohycu‘,' : and never betray you, but to my death I shall Jove you and none
other,
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And 8o it was thet Sir Beaumzains rode away from the castle, and for
the space of a year he did many deeds of honor. And as the year came to
an end and it drew fast unto Michaelmas, thither to the court of King Arthur
came Dame Liones and her gister Dame Linest. And upon Michaelmas Day
the bishop of Canterbury made the wedding hetwixt Sir Gareth, that was
called Beaumains, and the lady Liones, with great solemnity, And King
Arthur caused Sir Gaheris, that was brother to Sir Gareth, to wed Dame
Linet, And King Arthur caused Sir Agravaine, that was also brother to
Gareth, to wed Dame Liones' niece, a fair lady; her name was Dame Laurel.
Arnd 8o when this solemnization was done, then came in the Green Knight,
Sir Pertolepe, with thirty knights, and there he did homage to Sir Gareth,
Then came in the Red Knight with three score knights with him, and did to
Gareth homage, Then came in Sir Persant of Inde, with a hundred knights
with him, and there he did homage, And then came in the Red Knight of
the Red Lands, that was called Sir ironside, and he brought with him three
hundred knights, and there he did homage,

AR TN

So then the kings and queens, princes and earls, barons and meny bold
knights went untc meat; and well may ye know there was all manner of meat
in great plenty, all manner of revele and games, with all manner of min~-
strelsy that was accusiomed in those days. Also there was great jousting,

for three days. But the king would not allow Sir Gareth tc joust, because
of his new bride,

Tims endeth this tale of Sir Gareth of Orkney that wedded Dame Liones,
- And alse Sir Gaheris wedded her sister, Dame Linet, And Sir Agravaine
wedded Dame Laurel, a fair lady and great. And mighty lands with great

riches did King Arthur give them ali, that royally they might live till their
lives! end.,
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PART THREE
OF THE QUEST OF THE HOLY GRAIL, AND OF SIR GALAHAD
+ .~ . _.THAT ACHIEVED IT - i

- It befell that before the time that Sir Galahad was born; there came «
hermit.unto-King Arthur-upon Whitsunday, -as the knights sat at tha Table
Round; - And when the hermit-saw the Seat Periloun he-asked the king and
ali-the knights why that seat. was empty, Then King Arthur answered for
all the knights and iaid, ‘ .

" "Phere shall none sit in that seat but one, without he be destroyed, "
The:; said the hermit, |
"Sir, know ye who he is?"

"Nay, "' said King Arthur and all the Imights, "we know not yet who he
is that shall sit there, " ' :

"Then I know, "' said the hermit, "For he that shall sit there is yet
unborn, and this same year he shall be born that shall sit in that Seat Peril~-
ous, and he shall win the Holy Grail, " :

- When this hermit had made this mention he departed from the court
of King Arthur, And afier this feast Sir Launcelot rode from the court in
search of adventures till on a time he came to a fair castle, and there~
withal came the king of the castle and saluted Sir Launcelot and he him -

again,
"Now, fair knight. " said the king, "what is your name?"”
"Sir, " said Sir Launcelot, "my name is Sir Launcelot cf the Lake,
"And my name,' a'aid the other, “is King fel_les, king of tlﬁs lan ."‘

And then each of them made much of the other, and so they went into
the castle to take their repast, And at once there came in at a window a
dove, and in her mouth there seemed a little censer of gold, and there-
withal there was such a rich scent as if all the spices of the world hed been
there,. And forthwith there was upon the table all mamner of meats and
drinks: that they might think of,

And theén there ca:ine in a damsel, exceeding fair and young, and she
bore a vessel of gold between her hands; and thereto the king kneeled de~
voutly and said his prayers, and :so did all that were there.

: "Ah, Jesu," éaid\;Sir Launcelot, "what may this mean?"

- ¥Sir. " gajd the king, ''this is the richest:thing that any living man hath,
and:whén word of this thing goeth abroad the Round Table shall be broken
for:a time, Know thou well," said the king, "this is the Holy Grail that ye
have here seen, from w!;ich our Lord Jesu Christ did eat at the Last Supper,

ASc; ihe" king and Sir Launcelot that day spent mos: of their time together,
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Aiid-it_happened that King Pelles had a fair daughter that was called
Elaine, and she loved Sir Launcelot well, But Sir Launcelot loved no lady
in the world.but only Queen Guernever., So by the help of one of the great~
est enchantresses that was at that time lving, Sir Launcelot was given a
potion that made him to think that the maiden Elaine had been Queen Guen-~

" ever; and at that Sir Launcelot was glad, and so was the lady Elaine. And

after a time, when Sir Launcelot had departed, she was delivered of a fair
child, and they christened him Gaiahad, And that child was well kept and
well nourished., -

Then as it fell by fortune and adventure, Sir Bors of Ganis that was
nephew unto Sir Launcelot came to King Pelles! castle, and when the king
and Elaine, his daughter, knew that Sir Bors was nephew unto Sir Launce=-
lot they made him great cheer, But ever Sir Bors beheld the child in the
iz;ms o{:the king's daughter, and ever it seemed ha was much like Sir

uncelot,

"Truly, " said Elaine, "this is his son, "

Then Sir Bofs wept for joy, and prayed to God he might prove a3 good
a knight as his father, .

And so there came in a white dove, and she bbre a little censer of gold
in her mouth, and there was all manner of meats and drinks, And e maide-
en bore in the Holy Grail, and she said there openly,

“Know, Sir Bors, that this child; Sir Galahad, shali git in the Seat
Perilous and achieve the Holy Grail, and he shall be much better than his
father, Sir Launcelot, "

Aad then they kneeled down and said their prayers, and there was such
a scent a8 if all the spices in the world had been there, And as the dove
had taken her flight, the maiden vanished ag she came, with the Holy Grail,

And so on the morn Sir Bors departed and rode unto Cameiot, And
there he found Sir Launcelot, and told him of the adventures that he had
eeen with King Pelles, ' :

And then neoise sprang up in King Arthur's court that Sir Launcelot had

a child by the daughter of King Pelles, wherefore Queen Guenever was
wroth, and she gave many rebukes to Sir Launcelot and called him false
knight, And then Sir Launcelot told the queen all, and kow he had been
deceived by enchantment; and go the queen held Sir Launcelot excused,

And it befell that some years afterward, when it was the vigil of Pente-
cost, all the fellowship of the Round Table were come unto Camelot. And
when they had heard their service, and the tables were set ready with meat
and drink, right so there entered into the hall a fair gentlewoman on horse=-
back, that had ridden full fast, for her horse was all besweated, Then she
there alit, and came before the king and saluted him, And he said,

"Damsel, God thee bless, "
"Sir, " said she, '"tell me where Sir Launcelot is,"
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Yonder ye may see him; " said the king,
. Then:she went unto Launcelot and said,

Ty .

"Sir Launcelot, I salute you on King Pélles'-behah?, and I require you
come ‘with'me ‘hereby into:a foerest,!' =~ = - i

Thén Sj.r ~II‘aunceZlcat asked her,
"What will ye with me?"
"Ye shall l@ow, " said ‘she‘j,‘ "yhen ye come thither, "

"Well, " said he, "I will gladly go with you."” So Sir Launcelot bade
his squire sacddle his horse ah’d-‘b_rin‘g his arms. Then came the queen unto

Laur.celot, and 'saic_l; ‘
"Will ye leave us at-tlis high feast?"

tomorrow by dinner time, "

"If I knew, " said the queen, "that he should nét be with us here to-
morrow, he should not go with you by my good will, "

Riglht so departed Sir Launcelot with the gentlewoman, and rode until

"Madam, " said the gentlewoman, "khow ye well he shall be with you

~ he came into a forest and into & great valley, where they saw an abbey of

nunsg; and there was a squire ready and opened the gates, and so they en~
tered and descended off their horses., And there came 2 fair fellowhip
about Sir Launcelot, and welcomed him, and were passing glad of his

comingo o -

And then they led him unto the Abbess's chamber and usarmed him;
and right so he was aware that upon a bYed were lyins two of his cousins,
Sir Bors and Sir Lionel, and then he waked them; and when they saw him

they made great joy.

In the meanwhile there came therein twelve nuns that brought with
them Galahad, who was passing fair and well made, that scarcely in the
yorld men might not -find his match; and all those ladies wept, -

- "Sir, " gaid ti:ey all, "we bring you here this child of fifteen years
which we have-nourished, -and we pray you to make him a knight, for of a
more worthier man's hand may he not receive the order of knighthood, "

Sir Launcelot beheld the young squire and saw him seemly and demure
as a'dove, with all'manner of good features, go that he thought never to
have geen g0 fair-a man of his age, Then seid Sir Launcelot,

"Cometh this desire of himself?”

He and all they said yea,

“Phen shall ile, " said Sir Launcelot, "peceive the high order of
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knighthood tomorrow morning at the high feast, "

i
-

That night Sir Launcelot had passing good cheer; and on the morn, at :
Galahad's desire, he made him knight and said,

"God make him a good man, for of beauty he hath no equal among any

that now liveth, " e
\$

Then said Sir Launcelos, 3?
"Now fair sir, will ye come with me unto the court of King Arthur?" ;;%
"Nay, " said he, "I will not go with you at this time, " "‘ff
Then Sir Launcelot departed and took his two cousins with hira, and so fr
they came unto Camelot by tune hour of nine in the morning on Whitsunday., 5§
And when the king and all the knights were come from services, the barons %
espied in the seats of the Round Table, 2l written with gold letters, "Here 3
ought such a one to sit, " and "Another ought to sit here, " and thus they went j‘g

along until they came to the Seat Perilous, where they found letters newly
written with gold, that said,

FOUR HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FOUR YEARS AFTER THE PASSION
OF OUR LORD JESU CHRIST OUGHT THIS SEAT TO BE FILLED,

.‘ri
N
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Then they all said,

"This is a marvellous and an adventarous thing, "
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"In the name of God, "' said Sir Launcelot, and he counted the time from 2
the pegsion of our Lord unto that day, "it seemeth that this seat cught to be
filled this same day, for this is the feast of Pentecost after the four hun=
dred and fifty-fourth year; and if it would displease none, I would that none
of these letters were seen this day, till he is come that cught to sit here, "

Then they brought a cloth of silk to cover the letters in the Seat Peril-
ous,

Y

Sesis

"Now may ye go to your dinner, " said Sir Kay unto the king, "for a
marvellous adveniure have ye seen." So the king and all went to their meat,
and every knight knew his own place, and set him therein, and young men
that were knights served them, So when they were served, and all the seats
were filled save only the Seat Perilous, there at once befell a marvellous
adventure; that all the doors and the windows of the palace shut by them«
selves, But the hall was not greatly darkened, and therefore they had great
marvel, Then came in a good oid man clothed all in white, and there was
no knight knew from whence he came; and with him he brecught & young
knight in red arms, Then the old mfn said unto Arthur,

{3

"Sir, I bring here a young knight which iy of king's lineage, by whom
the marveis of this court and of sirarge realms shall be fully accomplished, "

The king was right glad of kis words, and said unto the good man,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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"Si?, ye be right welcome, and the young knight with you, " %

Then the old man made the young man to unarm himself; and he was in
a coat of red silk, and bore a mantlie upcn his shoulder that was furred
with ermine, and he put that upon him, And the old knight said unto the
yourig knight,
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"Sir, follow me, "
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And at once he led him unto the Seat Perilous, beside which sat Sir
Launcelot, and the good man lifted up the cloth, and found there letters

,“\.V
&

that said thus: i

Pt =1

> THIS IS THE SEAT OF GALAHAD, THE HIGH PRINCE, §

"Sir, " said the old knight, "know that this place is yours." i 1
And then he set him down surely in that seat, And then Galahad said 2l
to the cld man, 5
’-:.-.‘ ‘S.:jé
"Sir, ye may now go your way, for well have ye done as ye were &
% commanded to do. " ;;;
<y
e ik

So the good man departed, and there met him twenty noble squires,
and so they took their horses and went their way,
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ol Then all the knights of the Table Round marvelled greatly 2t Sir Gal- o '

=5 ahad, that he dared git there in that Seat Perilous, and was so tender of b

age, and they said, 5

. 4

""This is he by whom the Holy Grail shall be achieved, for none ever *%_%-é

sat there but he, without ke were destroyed, * %

3

Soon afterward, on a day, the king and all the knights espied where ﬁfj

came riding toward them a lady on a white palfrey. And she saluted the i

king and the queen, and then said,

"Sir king, I bring thee word that there shall befall thee the greatest
honor that ever befell king in Britain; for this day the Holy Grail shall
appear in thy house, and feed thee and all thy fellowship of the Round Table, '

So she departed and went that same way thatshecame,
"Now, " said the king, "I am sure that for this quest of the Holy Grail .

all ye of. the Table Round shall depart, and never shail I'sec you again to-
gether, :

Then the king and all went to vegpers in the great church, and so
after that to supper, and every knight sat in his own place. Then at once
they hearZ cracking of thunder, and in the midst of this blast entered a )
sunbeam more clear by seven times than ever they saw day, and all they
were lighted by the grace of the Foly Ghost., Then there entered into the
hadl the Holy Grail covered with white samite, but there wag none might
gee it, nor who bore if, And all the hall was filled with good odors, and
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every knight had such meats and drinks as he best loved in this world; and
when the Holy Grail had been borne through the hall, then the holy vessel
departed suddenly, and they knew not whither.

Then had they all breath to speak, And then the king yielded thanks to
God for His good grace that He had sent them.

“Now, ' said Sir Gawaine, "we have been served this day with what-
soever meats and drinks we thought on; but one thing b-guiled us: we might
not see the Holy Grail, it was 50 preciously covered, Wherefore I will make
a vow, that tomorrow, without abiding longer, I shall labor in the quest of
the Holy Grail, and never shall I return again unto the court till I have seen
it more openly than it hath been seen here. "

When they of the Table Round heard Sir Gawaine say so, they arose and
made such vows as Sir Gawame had made. As soon a8 King Arthur heard
this he was greatly displeased, for he knew well that they might not take
back their vows,

“Alas!" said King Arthur unto Sir Gawaine, '"ve have nigh slzin me
with the vow and promise that ye have made. For ye have bereft me of the
fairest fellowship and the truest knighthood that ever were seen together
in any realm of the world, For when they depart, i am sure they all shall
never more meet in this world, for many shall die in the quest. I have
loved them as well as my life, wherefore it shall grieve me right sore, the
breaking of this fellowship; for I have had an old custom to have them in my
fellowship, " :

And therewith the tears filled his eyes. And then he said,

""Gawaine, Gawaine, ye have set me in great sorrow, for I have great
doubt that my true fellowship shall ever meet here more agein. "

'"Ah, " said Sir Launcelot, "comfort yourself, for it shall be unto us
a great honor, and much more than if we died in any other way."

Ah, Launcelot, " said the king, "the great love that I have had for you
all the days of my life maketh me to say such sorrowful words; for never
a Christian King had 80 many worthy men at his table ag I have had this
day at the Round Table, "

Then the king would know how many had undertaken the quest of the
Holy Grail, and there were a hundred and fifty, and all were knights of the
Round Table, And then they departed on the morrow with weeping and
meourning, and every .might took the way that he liked best, And the mosti
part had many marvelious adventures, but never one achieved the Holy
Grail,

And alsc Galahad rode many journeys in vain, and at the last he met
with Sir Percivale and Sir Bors, Then rode they a great while till they
came {0 the castle of King Pelles, And when they were entered witkin. the
castle the king knew them, Then there was great joy, for they knew well
that by their coming they had fulfilled the quest of the Holy Grail. And all
at once there came a voice among them, and said,
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i; ""They that cught not to sit at the table of Jesu Christ arise, for now Z
2 shall true knights be fed, " s
¥ A
U So all went thence except the three knights and King Pelles and Eliazer ;{% i
i his son, which were holy men, Therewith the voice said, e
2 =
ik "There be two among yuu that be not in the quest of the Holy Grail, and “§
% therefore depart ye,"! - o |
;11 Then-King Pelles and his son departed, And therewithal it seemed to
A them that there came a man clothed in likeness of a bishop, with a croes =
\ ;‘;’? in his hand, and four angels bore him in a chair and set him down before fe!
| 55 the tabie of silver whereupon the Holy Grail was, Then they heard the &
A\ Bl Chamber door open, and there they saw more angels; and two hore candles &
. 3\3 of wax, and the third a towel, and the fourth a spear that bled marvellously, e
,§ that three drops fell within a box which he held with his other hand, o2
i o
- Then looked they, and saw & man come out of the Holy Grail, that had £
R all the signs of the passion of Jesu Christ, blzeding all openly, and said, R%
';. "My knights, and my servants, and my true children, which are come *F ,
: B2 out of earthly life into spiritual life, I will now no longer hide me from you, 4
’A‘ but ye shall see now a part of my secrets: now receive the holy food which %;3
“”§ ye have so much desired. " - 7
52 Then took He the Holy Grail, and came to Galahad, and Galahad kneeled 3
?,’3 down and there received the blesised 8acrament, and after him so did his b
e fellows; and they thought it so sweet that it was marvellous {o tell, Then ié
] said He unto Galahad, i’g
| é‘% "'Son, knowest thou what I hold betwixt my hands ?" A
B ""Nay, " said he, "unless Yo will tell me." %ﬁ
o "This is, " said He, "the holy dish where from I ate the lamb at the i
'35 Last Supper. And now hast thou seen what thou most desiredst o see, but
5 yet hast thou not seen it &8s openly as thou shalt see it. Therefore go ye &
S tomorrow unto the sea, where ye shall find a ship ready, and take no more 3
P with you, but Sir Percivale and Sir Bors. And two of you shall die in my ’;
i service, but one of you s'%all come again, and tell tidings." 3‘%&
g Then gave He them His blessing and vanished away., Right so departed ;r
[y Galahad, Percivale, and Bors. And so they rode three days, and then they o
¥ came to th , and found the ship. And when they came on board, they _ﬁ!
| found the table of silver which they had left behind, and on it the Holy Grail, &
e which was covered with red samite, Then were they glad to have such E
- G things in their fellowship, and so they entered, and made great reverence 7
g*‘f’é thereto, and Galahad fell in prayer long time to our Lord, asking ihat at ;.
3% , whatsoever time he desired, he should pass out of this world: so he prayved,
gg till a voice said to him,
2 "Galahad, thou shalt have thy request, and when thou askest the death

‘ﬁ; of thy body thou shalt have it, and then shalt thou finA the life of the aoul, "
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Percivale heard this, and prayed him to tell him wherefore he asked
such things,

“That shall I tell you, ” said Galahad: "the other day when we saw a
part of the adventures of the Holy Graii. I was in such joy of heart that
never earthly man was, and therefore I know well tha when my body is
dead my soul shall be ir great joy to see the blessed Trinity every day,
and the majesty of our Lord Jesu Christ, "
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And when they landed they took out of the ship the table of silver, and -
right so they went to a city, which was called Sarras, and at the gate of the b

city they saw an old stooped man., Then Galahad called him, and bade him £ |
£ help to bear the heavy table, ;33
"Truly, " said the oid man, “it is ten years since I might go without 4
crutches, " 7}
w0
;ﬁ ""Care thou not, " sald Galahad, "and arise up and shew thy good will, ” %
i And so he tried, and found himself as whole as ever he was. Then ran Z
7 he to the table, and took one end. And at once arose there great noise in
e the city, that a cripple was masle whole by marvellous knights that entered 5
:;32 into the city. o
ﬂ% And when the king of the city, which was a tyrant, heard this, he took §

them and put them in prison in a deep hole, But as soon as they were there,
our Lord sent them the Holy Grail, through whose grace they were always
nourished while they were in prison. So at the year's end it befell that this
king lay sick, and felt that he should die., Then he sent for the three knights,
and they came before him, and he begged forgiveness for that which he had
done to them, and they forgave him goodly, and soon he died. :

e,

" (}_&.&

)

Gedso
SN

P

Nols R
R

w!w&gzwa

£ T
o
b

’l
=

4

ey

o TRIR T
o1 LI,

A

e

o R
2 p

When the king was dead, all the city was dismayed, and knew not who
might be their king. Right so as they were in counsel, there came a voice
among them, and bade them choose the youngest knight of the three to be

their king, So they made Galahad king by the assent of the whole city, And
- then Galahad caused to be made about the table of silver a chest of gold and
of precious stones that covered also the Holy Grail, and every day early the
three fellows would come before it and say their prayers.

Now at the year's end, Galahad arose up early, and his fellows, and
o came to the palace, and saw before them the Holy Grzil, and a man kneel~

N ing on his Iknees, in the likeness of the bishop, that had about him a great
o fellowship of sngels, as if it had been Jesu Christ himself., And then the
- bishop arose and began a mass of Our Lady. And when he had done, at
Y ;;’ once he called Galahad, and said to him,
: :5} ""Come forth, thou servant of Jesu Christ, and thou shalt see what thou
B hast much desired to see, "

And then Galahad began to tremble riguc hard, when the earthly flesh
began to behold the spiritual things, Then he held up his hands toward
heaven, and said, -




"Lord, Ithank thee, for new I see that which hath been my desire many
io dag'." Now, blessed Lord, would I not longer live, if it might please thee,
r

And therewith the bishop took the bread that was our Lord's body be-
twixt his hands, and proferred it to Galahad, and he received it right gladly
and meekly. And then Galahcd went to Percivale and kissed him, and com=
mended him to God, And 8o he went to Sir Bors and kissed him, and com-~
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mended him to God, and said,
"Fair lord, salute me to my lord Sir Launcelot. my father, 2nd 55 scon
as ye see him. bid him remember of this unstable world, ' |

And therewith he kneeled down before the table and said his prayers,
and then suddenly his soul departed to Jesu Christ, aad a great multitude
of angels bore lis soul up to heaven, and the two fellows could well behold
it, Also the two fellows saw come from heaven a hand, but they saw not the
gody, and it came right to the Holy Grail, and took it, and so bore it up to
eaven,
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When Percivale and Bors saw Galahad dead, they made 22 mich sorrow
as ever did two men: and if they hiad not been good men they might quickly
have failen in despair. And when Galahad was huried, Sir Percivale went
unto a hermitage and put on religious clothing; ind Bors went with him, but
never changed he Lis secular clothing, for he would go again unto King Ar=
thur's court, Thus & year and two months lived Sir Percivale in the her-
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i, mitage a full holy life, and then passed out of this world. And Bors buried
i him by Calahad, and then he departed and rode till he came to Camelot wherz
g the king was, And then was there great joy made of him, for they all had

; thought that he was dead. And then Bors told of the adventures of the Holy
% Grail that had befallen him and Percivale and Galahad,

WA

7 But since that time was there never man so bold as to say that he had
o) seen the Holy Grail, -
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'PART FOUR

OF THE DEATH OF ARTHUR, AND OF THE BREAKING
OF THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE TABLE ROUND

After the quest of the Holy Grail was fulfilled, and all knights that
were left alive were come again unto the Table Round, King Arihur and
Queen Guenever made great joy of the remnant that were come home,
And passing glad were the king and the queen of Sir Launcelot and of
Sir Bors, for they had been long away at the quest of the Holy Grail,
Then Sir Launcelot began to resort untc Queen Guenever again, And
ever hig thoughts were privately on the queen, and now they lcved more
than they did before, so that many in the court spoke of it, and in egpecial
Sir Agravaine, Sir Gawaine's brother, for he was ever open-mouthed,
And every night'and day Sir Agravaine lay in wait for Queen Guenever
and Sir Launcelot of the Lake, to put them to a rebuke and shame,

Thus the knights and ladies iived in the court, with great nobleness
and joy, iong fime, until one May it befell that a great anger arose that
never ceased till the flower of chivalry of all the world was destroyed
and slain: and all was due to two unhappy knights, which were named
Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred, that were brethren unto Sir Gawaine,
For Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred had ever 2 private hate for Queen
Guenever and for Sir Launcelot, So it happened that Sir Agravaine said
openly unto his brethren, '

"I marvel that we all be not ashamed both to see and to know how
Sir Launcelot goeth with the queen; it is shame that we all should allow
80 noble a king as King Arthur is to be so shamed, "

Then spoke Sir Gawaine and said,

"Brother, Sir Agravaine, I pray you, bring no such matters before
me more; for know that I will not be of your opinion, "

"Nor will we," said Sir Gaheris and Sir Gareth,
"“Then will 1, " said Sir Mordred,

" believe that well, " said Sir Gawaine, ''for ever ye incline unto
2ii unhappiness, brother Sir Mordred, I would that ye left all this, and
made you not so busy, for I know what will come of it. "

L

"Come of it what may, " said Sir Agravaine, "I will disclose it

to the king, "

"Not by my advice, " said Sir Gawaine, "for if there arise war
betwixt Sir Launcelot and us, there will many kings and great lords side

with Sir Launcelot, "

H

"I will hide it no longer," said Sir Agravaine,

With these words came to them King Arthur,
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"Naw, brother, cease your noise,” said Sir Gawaine,

. "We will not,"" said Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred,

"Then," said Sir Gawaine, "I will not hear your tales,
"Nor will we, " said Sir Gareth and Sir Gaheris.

And therewithal they three deparied, making great grief,
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"Alas," said Sir Gawaine and Sir Gareth, ‘''now is this realm wholly
undone, and the noble feilowship of the Round Table shall be dispersed, "

Then Sir Agravaine said unto King Arthur,
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"My lord, I shall tell you what I may keep no longer. Iand my
brother, Sir Mordred, know how Sir Launcelot regardeth your queen,
and we Le your sister's sons, and we may allow it no longer. Therefore,
we will prove it that he is a traitor to your person,"

"I would be loath to believe such a thing, " said King Arthur,
"unless I had proofs upon it; for all ye know Sir Launcelot is the best
knight among us all," And truly the king was full loath to have any
rumors about Sir Launcelot and his queen; for the king had a suspicion,
but he would not hear of it, for Sir Launcelot had done much for him and
for the queen s¢ many tnnes that the king loved him well,

"My lord," said Sir Agravaine, 'ye shall ride tomorrow out
hunting, and doubt ye not, Sir La.uncelot will not go with you, Then
we shall surprise him with the queen.
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So on the morn, King Arthur rode hunting, Then Sir Agravaine
and Sir Mordred gathered to them twelve knights, and hid themselves
in a chamber., Then Sir Launcelot told Sir Bors how he would go and
speak with the queen,

"Sir," said Sir Bors, "I mistrust that the king is absent from the -

queen because, peradventure, he hath laid some trap for you and the "
queen, I ever fear Sir Agravaine, that waiteth daily to do you shame,’

"Have ye no fear," said Sir Launcelot,

So he departed, and took his sword under his arm, and so he passed
till he came to the queen's chamber. And then there came Sir Agravaine
and Sir Mordred, with twelve knights of the Round Table, and they cried,

"“Trajtor knight, Sir Launcelot of the Lake, now art thou taken, "

"Alas," said Queen Guenever, ''mow are we both brought to grief, "

"Madam, " said Sir Launcelot, "is there here any armor within
your chamber?” :




o "Truly,” said the queen, "I have neithér armor, shield, sword,
nor gpear, wherefore I fear me our long love is coms io an end; for

I h'eﬁe:‘;. b',y their noise that there be many noble knights, and they b2 well-
armed,

And ever Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred cried,

“"Traitor knight, come out of the queen's chamber, for know that thou
shalt not escape.

"0 Jesu mercy, " said Sir Launcelot, "this shameful cry and noise
I may not suffer, for better were death at once than thus to endure this

pain, '
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Then he took the queen in his arms and kissed her, and said,

""Most noble Christian queen, I beseech you as ye have been ever
my most special good lady, and I at all times your true poor knight,
and as I never failed you in right nor in wrong since the first day King
Alrt.hm"'_made me a knight, that ye will pray for my soul if that I here be
slain,
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Therewith Sir Launcelot wrapped his mantle about his arm and

. unbarred the door, and with his left hand he held it open a little so that
but one map might come in at once. And so there came striding ina
good knight, and with a sword he struck at Sir Launcelot mightily, but
he put aside the stroke, and gave the knight such a buffet upon the helmet
that he fell groveling dead, And then Sir Lzuncelot with great might
drew that dead knight within the chamber door; and then with the help
of the queen and her ladies he was quickly armed in the dead knight!s
armor. And ever stood Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred crying,
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"Traitor knight, come out of the queen's chamber, *

"Leave your noise, " said Sir Launcelot unto Sir Agravaine, '‘for
know you well, Sir Agravaine, ye shall not prison me this night. For
I promise you by my knighthood, if ye will depart and make no more
.noise, I shall tomorrow appear with you 211, before the king, and there
I shall answer you as a knight should, that hither I came to the queen
for no manner of evil intent, and that will I prove upon you with mine

hands. "

~_ "Fie on thee, traitor," said Sir Agravaine and Sir Mordred. "“We
will have thee and slay thee if we wish, for we have the leave of King
Arthur to save thee or to slay thee,"
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"An 'sirs,::' said Sir Launcelot, 'is there none other way? Then look
to yourselves! , ,

So then Sir Launcelot set all open the chamber door, and mightily
and knightly he strode in amongst them, and at the first buffet he slew
Sir Agravaine, and twelve of his fellows within a little while after he




e laid cold to the earth, Also Sir Launcelot wounded Sir Mordred, and he
o - fled with all his might, And then Sir Launcelot returned again unto the 3
=3 queen, and said, i3
i "Madam, now know you well that all our true love is brought to an i
gg end, for now will King Arthur ever be my foe, " : 7%
N ?fj And then each gave the other a ring, and so there hc left the queen, 5
B But when Sir Mordred was escaped from the noble knight Sir Launcelot, 4§
o he mounted upon his horse and rode unto King Arthur, sore wounded
/ i}; and smitten, and all bleeding, And there he told the king all how it
E:ﬁ was, from the beginning to the ending,
=
i "Jesu mercy, " said the king, "be is a marvellous knight of prowess.

But alas, that ever Sir Launcelot should be against me, Now I am sure
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éf?j the noble fellowship of the Round Table is broken forever, for with him

g; will side many a noble knight: and now it is fallen so that I may not

wi with honor let the queen live, "

Fravh

fi So ¥ing Arthur, in his rage, gave orders that the queen must be

& judged to death, and he commanded her to the fire, there to be burnt,

gs ‘Then spoke Sir Gawaine and said;

=

?fig "My lord Arthur, I would counsel you not to be over hasty, but

i that ye would delay this judgment of my lady the queen, for though Sir
_ = Launcelot were found in the queen's chamber, yet it might be that he

3 came thither for none evil, for ye know that the queen is more beholden
B unto Sir Launcelot than unto any other knight, for oft~-times he h"ath saved

@. her life, and done baitle for her when =1l the ccurt refused her.
T ’;‘ "Why say ye sc?'' said the King Arthur, "Ye have no cause te love

% Sir Launcelot, for this past night he slew your brother Sir Agravaine,

. ;ﬁ a full good knight, and also almost he had slain your other brother Sir

o Mordred, "'

gik:” .

&l "My lord," said Sir Gawaine, "of all this I have knowledge, but
y i insormuch as I gave them warning, and insorauch as they would not abide

%ﬁg by my advice, I will not revenge their deaths, "
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But the noble King Arthur said to Sir Gawaine,
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"Dear nephew, I pray you make you ready in your best armor,
with your brethren Sir Gaheris and Sir Gareth, to bring my queen
to the fire, there to have her judgment and receive the death,
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"Nay, my most noble lord," said Sir Gawaine, "that will I never
do; for know you well I will never be in that place where so noble a
queen ag is my lady, Queen Gueneverf shall take a shameful end, For
know you well," said Sir Gawaine, 'my heart will never serve me to
see her die, '
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Then said the king to Sir Gawaine,

"T'hen allow your brothers Sir Gaheris and Sir Gareth to be there, ™
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“My lord," said Sir Gawaine, "know you well they will be loath to
be there present, but they are young and unable to say you nay.,

Then spake Sir Gaheris and the good knight Sir Gareth unto Sir Arthur,

"Sir, ye may well command us to be there, but know you well it

‘shall be sore against our will, But if we be the,re by your strict command-

ment, we will bear no harness of war upon us, '

"Then make you ready," said the king, "for she shall have her
judgment at once, " ¢

f:fléaés, " said Sir Gawaine, ‘that ever I should live to see this
woeful day,

And Sir Gawaine turned and wept heartily, and so he went into his
chamber,

Then the queen was led forth, clad only in her smock, And so then
a priest was brought to her, that she might be shriven of her misdeeds.
Then was there weeping and wailing and wringing of hands of many lords
and ladies, But there was one at that place that went unto Sir Launcelot
and gave him warning, And right so he spurred his horse and came to
the fire, and whosoever stood against him was slain, and there might
none withstand Sir Launcelot. But in this rashing and hurling as Sir
Launcelot thrang here and there, he happened to slay Gaheris and Sir
Gareth, the noble knight, for they were unarmed and unaware; however,
in very {ruth, Sir Launcelot saw them not, and so they were found among

the dead in the thickest of the hattle.

Then when Sir Launeelot had thus done, he rode straight unto
dame Guenever, and had a gown to be cast upon her, and made her to
be set behind him, and prayed her to be of good cheer, And so he rode
ilis way with the queen unto his castle, Joyous Gard, and there he kept
her as a noble knight should do, and many great lords and some kings
sent Sir Bauncelot many good knights, and many noble knights drew
unto Sir Launcelot,

When it was told unto King Arthur how the queen was taken away from
the fire, and when he heard of the death of his noble knights, and especially
Sir Gaheris and Sir Gareth, then the king swooned for pure sorrow,

And when he awoke, he said,

"Alas, that ever T bare crown upor my head! For now have I lost
the fairest fellowship of noble knights that ever Christian king held
together, Now within these two days I have lost forty knighis, 2nd also
the noble fellowship of Sir Launcelot and his kin, Alas, that ever this
war began, Now, fair fellows,"” said the king, "I charge you that no
man tell Sir Gawaine of the death of his two brethren, for I am sure, "
said the king, "when Sir Gawaine heareth tell that Sir Gareth is dead
he will go nigh out of his mind, Mercy Jesu," said the king, "why
slew he Sir Gareth and 3ir Gaheris? For I dare say that Sir Gareth loved
Sir Launcelot above all men earthly, "
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"That is truth," said some knights, '"but they were slain in the
hurtling as Sir Launcelot thrang in the thick-of the battle; and as they
were unarmed he smote them and knew not whom that he smote, and so

unluckily they were slain, "

~ "The death of them" said Arthur, "will cause the greatest mortal
war that ever was. And know you well," said the king, ''my heart was
never so heavy as it is now, and much more am I sorrie.’ for my good
knights' loss than for the loss of my fair queen; for queens I might have
encugh, but such a fellowship of good knights shall never be together in
no company., And alas that ever Sir Launcelot and I should be at debate,
Ah Agravaine, Agravaine,' said the king, 'Jesu forgive thy soul;
the evil will that thou and thy brother Sir Mordred hadst unto Sir Launcelot
hath caused all this sorrow,

And ever among these complaints the king wept and swooned,

Then there came one unto Sir Gawaine, and toid him how the queen
was led away with Sir Launcelot, and nigh twenty~-four knights slain,

"He wo}xld not be a man of wqrship, had he not rescued the queen,
and in thst, "’ said Sir Gawaine, "he hath done but knightly, and as I
would have done myself, if I had stood in like place, But where are

my brethren?"

"Truly," said that man, "Sir Gareth and Sir Gaheris be slain, "

"Jesu defend, said Sir Gawaine, 'for all the world I wa1ld not
that they were slzin, and in especial my gcod brother Sir Gareth,

"Sir," said the man, ''he is slain, and that is great pity."
"Who slew him?" said Sir Gawaine,
"Sir," said the man, ''Launcelot slew them both, "

"That may I not believe," said Sir Gawaine, ' "™hat ever he slew my
brother Sir Gareth, For I dare say my brother Gareth loved him better
than me and all his brethren, and the king both, I may never believe

that Sir Launcelot siew my brother, "

"Sir," said this man, "it is reported that he slew him, "

"Alag,” said Sir Gawain, ''now is my joy gone." And then he
fell down and swooned, and long he lay there as if he had been dead,
And then, when he arose {rom his swoon, he cried out sorrowflly and

gaid, "Alas!"
And then he ran to the king, crying and weeping.

"O King Arthur mine unclé, my good brother Sir Gareth is slain,
and so is my brother Sir Gaheris, who were two noble knights,
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| _"i'he‘x;.the king wept, and he both, Then said Sir Gawaine,

"My king, my lord, and myy uncle, know you well now that I shail’
. . -“make you a promise that from this day I shali never fai? Sir Launcelot .
- until the one of us have siain the other, And therefore I require you,
my lord and king,-{o prepare for war, for know you weil I will be revenged
upon Sir.Launcelot, For I promise unto God," said Sir Gawaine, ''for
~ the death of my brother Sir Gareth I shall seek Sir Laun. elot throughout
. seven kings' realms, and I shall slay.-him, or else he shall slay me, "

And so King Arthur assembled a great host, and l2id a siege all
about Joyous Gard, But in ho wise would Sir Launcelot ride out, nor *
go cut of his castle; neither would he let any of his good knights to issue
out, until fifieen weeks were past. . -
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Then it befell upon a day in harvest time, Sirl.auncelot looked over
the walls and spake on high unto King Arthur and Sir Gawaine: >
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"My lords both, know ye well all is in vain that ye do at this siege,
For if it list me to come out ,mys‘elf and my good knights, J should full
soon make-an end of this war.,' :
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"Fie' upon thee, ' said the king, "I am thy niortal foe, and ever will
be to my death day. " 8 &

£

o

\‘f

"My most noble lord and king," said Sir Launcelot, ''ye may say
what ye will, for ye know well that with yourself I will not strive. .
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“Fie on thee, false recreant knight," said then Sir Gawaine, "What
cause hadst thou to slay my good brother Sir Gareth, that loved thee more
‘than all my kin? Alas, thou madest him knight with thine own hands, .
Why slew thou him that loved thee so well?" ' '
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"It helpeth me not for to excuse me, " said Sir Launcelot, "but by
Jesu, and by the faith that I owe to the high order of knighthood, I should
with as good will have slain my nephew Sir Bors of Ganis, Alas, that
ever I was so unlucky,” said Sir Launcelot, "that I did not see Sir
Gareth and Sir Gaheris, " ' - :
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“Thou liest, recreant knight, " said Sir Gawaine, “thou slewest

him to spite me; and therefore 1 shall make war against thee all the while
that I may live, '
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""That we repenteth, " said Sir Launcelot,
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: And then Sir Gawaine made many men to cry out unto Sir Launcelot;
and all at once they called him false recreant knight. Then when Sir
Bors, Sir Ector, and Sir Lionel heard this outcry, they went unto Sir
Launcelot and said thus: ‘
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“My lord Sir Launcelot, know you well we have great scorn of the
great rebukes that we heard Gawsine say to you; wherefore we pray
you; keep uis no longer within these walls; for know you well plainly,
we will ride into the field and do battle with them, "




*‘A’*as aid Sir La uncelot, “for to ride out of thie castle and do
batﬂe with them, I am full Ioath.

Thea Szr Launcelat syake on hi‘,h unw Kug Arthur and Sn:- Gawame‘ '

y ‘Jords, I beseech you, sms.,e that 1 am compelled to rxd"- mto
the ﬁeld, thai neither you, my lerd Ku:g Arthur 0¥ you, Sn:' Gawame,
ecome into- the fze.(r‘ ‘ _ _

Then saié Sir Gawame,

g my quarrel 0 f:ght wzth thee, S:r Launcelot, because of the
death of ray brother Sir Garetnc .

"Then must I needs do battle, " gaid Sir Launcelcz.

 And then either party made them ready for to do battle. And on |
the morn King Arthur was ready on the field with three great hosts,
And then Sir Launcelot’s fellowship came out at three gates, And always
Sir Launcelot charged all his knights to save King Arthur and Sir Gawaine,

And ever King Artbur was nigh about Sir Launcelot to have slain-
him, and Sir Launcelot would not sirike back, And.once Sir Bors -
encountered with King Arthur, and with a spear Sir Bors smote him
down; and so he alit and drew his sword, and szid to Sir Launcelot,

"Shail I make an end of this war?"

"Not.go bold," said Sir Launcelot; "I will never see that most
noble km,g, that made me kmght either slain or shamed,

And theremthal Su' Launcelot alit off his horse, and took up the
king and horsed him again, and said thus, -

"My lord Arthur, for God's love cease this strife, for ye gain
here no honor; my lord, remember what I have done in many places, and

. now Iam evﬂ rewarded

" Then when King Arthur was on horseback, he looked upon Sir
Launcelot; arid then the tears burst out of his eyes, as he thought of the
great courtesy that was-in Sir Launcelot, more.than was in any other
man, An¢ therewith the king rode his way, and sazd

"Alas, that ever this war began!”

And ther both parties withdrew to rest, and buried the dead and
put on the wouﬁd'ed men soft salves. ,

Thien in the morn the battle 3emed again, and there was much slaughter .
on both sides, And Sir Launcelot fought harder than he did before, because
Lig néphew Sir Bore was sore wourkded, And by evensong time, Sir
Launcelot and his party, atcod better, and their herses went in blood
past the fetiocks, there was so much pecgple slain, And then for pity
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Sir Launcelot mthheld hls knights ana suffered King Arthur's party to
withdraw,
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. And news of this wer went through all Chrlstendcm, avd at the last -
it camne before the Pope; and he considered the great goodness of King |
Arthur and of Sir Launcelot, wherefore he charged King Arttur that he
take his queen unto him again, and make peace with Sir Launcelot, And
when the king understood this, he knew not what {o do; pladly he would
have made peace with Sir Launcelof, but Sir Gawzine would zmt Iet hzm i
but as for taking back his queen. thereto he agreed, -
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‘And Str Launcelot took a hundred xnights, and a1l were clothed
in green velvet, and théir horses trapped to their heels; and every - _
knight held a brarch .of olive in his hand, in tokemng of peace, And the
queen had four and iwenty gentlewomen followmg hex; and Sir Launcelot
had twelve coursers following him, and on every courser sat a young
gentleman, and fhey all were ‘arrayed in green velvet with sashes of goid,
and the horses were trapped in the same way down to the heels, with many -
ornaments set with jewels and pearls in gold, to the number of a thousand,’
And the queen and Sir Laanf'elot were clothed in cloth of gold,
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And therewith Sir Launcelot orought the gueen to the King, and then
he kneeled down, and the queen also. Put the king gat stil}, and said
no word, Then Sir Iauncelot arose, and thus he spake full knightly:

i

4
o

e

"My mos; redcanted king, ye shall understand by the Pope's
commandment and yours, I have brought to you my lady the queen, as
right requz,reth

"
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"Well, Weu Sir Launcelot ' said the king, "''I have given thee no
cause to do to me as thou hast done, for 1 have honored thee and thine .
' ‘more than any of all my knights, " X
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"My good lord, " said Sit Launcelot, "so ye be not displeased,
ye shall undersiznd I and mine have done you oft better service than
any cther knights have done; and I have myself rescued you from many
dangers, And ever I was giad to please you, and my ilord Sir Gawaine, "'
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"The kmg may do as he will, " said Sir Gawame, " “but know thou
well, Sir Launcelot, thouand I shall neveér be accorded while we live,
for thou had glain three of my brethren,*
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Then Sir Launceiot gighed, and therewith the tears fell ori his cheeks,
_ and thern he said thus:

% Alas, most noble Christian realra, whom I have loved above all
cther realms, and now I ghall depart in this wise., Truly me repenteth
that ever I came in this realm, that should be thus shamefully banished,
undeserved and causeless, But as to you, Sir Gawaine, i that ye come

- upon my landg, I prayyou charge me not with treason nor felony, for
i# ye do I must answer you, "
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“"Do theu thy best,” said Sir Gawaine, "Therefore bie thee fast
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that th..eﬁ were gone; and 'know_ thou ;wéll that we shall scon come after
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and break the strongest castle that.thou hagt upon thy head, "

.~ Then said Sir Launcelot unto Guenever, .

3

. "Madam, now I must depart from you add this noble fellowship forever,
-And since it is-80, Ibeseech you to pray for me and say me well, .
And therswithal Sir Launcelot kissed the queen and brought her to the
king, And then he took his-leave and departed; and there was neither
king, duke, nor earl, baron nor knight, lady nor gentlewoman, but ali -
they wept as people out: of their mind, except Sir Gawaine, And 8o Sir
Lavncelct took his way unto Joyous Gard, And then ever after he called

it the Dolorous Gard.

Ang thus departed Sir Launcelot from thé court forever, and he
gathered his host and they sailed unto Benwick, which som# men call

- Bayonne, . )

And before long King Arthur and Sir Gawaine made a great hosi
ready to pass over the sea, and King Arthur nmde Sir Mordred chief
ruler of 2all England in his absence, and also he put Queen Guenever under
Sir Mordred's care; because Sir Mordred was King Arthux's son, .
And so King Arthur passed over the sez2 and landed upon Sir Launcelot’s
-?gnds, and there he burnt and wasted, through the vengeance of Sir
awaine,

‘When this word came to Sir Launcelot, that King Arthur ard Sir
Gawaine were landed upon his lands, and made great destruction and
waste, he said unto his knights,

"My fair lords, know that I am full loath to ride out with my knighte
for the shedding of Christian blood;. and yet my lands are already full
~ - bare, from the mighty wars that King Claudas made upon this land, .upon
my father King Ban, ané on mine uncle King Bors; however, ! shall
send a messenger unto my lord Arthur, to ask a treaty, for peace is
always better than war, " : — : -
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. So Sir Launcelot sent forth a damsel, and a dwarf with her, requiring.
King Arthur to leavs his warring upon his lands, and so she started upon
a.palfrey, and the dwarf ran by ber side, And when she came’to the

: -pav._ili%n of King Arthur, there met her a gentle knight Sir Lucan, and
he said, - . .

"Fair damsel, co—e ye from Sir Launcelot of the Lake?"

B

""?’ea, sir," she said, "I come hither to speak with my iord the

kj-ngo .
: “Alas, " gaid Sir Lucan, ''my lord Arthur would love Launcelot, but
. Sir Gawaine will not let him, "

. And so-with this, Lucan led the damsel unto th2 king; whers he sat
with Sir Gawaine to hear what she would say. So when she had told her

4
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o tale, the wiater ran out of thei Kiiig'sseyes, and:ali‘the: Tords wers full .
% Y ! o ] -
= N . glad o adviss the kin xing: to make;zeaee !ﬂﬂ! &zr Iauncelot fexcept Szr
¢ N Gawame, and?misazd L ""’-‘_;» ¥ o0 TR T
_ ': o “My 361'::, mine uncle,, Wh&% wﬁl ye cfn? Wﬁl ye now amm back -
52 now yeare come thus i’ar upon mis purney? A‘I the wo d wﬂl scom
you. - : i
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S T gy, said Arthur, : ye lmow Szr Gawazm that Fwill do as ye

- will advise me;  and yet it seemd it weré nbt good o refuse Sir Launcelot's
%% fair offeys, ~Bit ginced am ‘copé go far uponthis journey, Iwould that
= © ye givethe damsel hier answer, for 1 may not speak to her for sorrow, "

i:; Then S:r Gw#ame said-to the damsel thus:

"Damsel, say ye to Sir Launcelot that this is waste labor; now
it is toolate, And say thatl; SiviGawaine, so setid him word that I
.promise him, by the faith I owe unto God and to kmghthood -that 1
shall never leave him till he have-slain e, -or I him,' :
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So the damsel wept and departed, and so she came to Sir Launcelot,
where he was among all his knights; and ‘when Sir Launcelot had heard

T
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i‘i this answer, then the tears ran doewn his cheeks. ‘Then his noble knights
g strode abour Ium and said :

- :

5 "Szr Lav,ncelo’t, be of good cheer, thmk what ye are, and what men
we ar¢,. end let us match them inthe field,’

;,%z " But Sir Launcelot said,

- ' . "I was never g0 Joath to do battle a5 now, and 1 will always flee that

noble kmg that nade me- kmght.

And in the morn, as Sir Louncelot's knights 1ooked out, they saw-
the city of Benwzck besieged. rcund about. And the siege endured half
. a year : .

Theén it befeil upon a day that Sir Gawame came forth well armed
upon a bold steed, and ke came befo:va the chxef gate with hzs spear
in his hand cryxr.g, , .

¥ here am‘, thouw fow; théu fasse traiter, Su- Launcelot? Why hzdest
_thou thyself withiin holes and walils like a coward?"

All this heard S;r Launcézot an& his ismghts sazc! to hira at once,

, "Szr Launcezat now fnust ye d&end you like a ‘knight, or else be
shamed forever, % is +1me for you to stir, for ye have slept over-long
and anowed over -much.

1

o Mg right sa& of qir Gawame's WOrds, " emzi Su“ Launcelot; "for
now he has. charied me with a greaf eharga. And therefora i ﬂust defend
e, oF Bz reereant,” T T TR ey e s
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~ Then Sir Launcelot bade gaddle his strongest horse and bring his
arms, Then Sir Launcelot armed himself quickly and mounted upon his
horse, and both knights took great spears in theirtgnds. Then Siv
Gawzine and Sir Launcelot departed a great way apart, and then theg
came ogether with all their horses' ‘might, and either smote the other
in the midst of the shield so strongly that both horses fell to the earth.
Then they leaped off their horses and put their shields before them,
Then they stood together and gave-many grievous stroke., so that the
blood burst out.in many piaces on their bodies, Then Sir Launcelot .
doubled his strokes and gave Sir Gawaine such a buffet on the helmet
. that he fell down on his side, and Sir Launcelot withdrew from him,

. "Why withdrawest thou?” szid Sir Cawaine, "Now turn again, false
traitor knight, end slay me; fe;.; if thou leave me thus, when I am well
I will do battle with thee again. ' '

- "Know thou well, Sir Gawaine," said Sir Launcelot, - "I will never -
smite a felled knight.” And so Sir Launcelot went into the city, And
Sir Gawaine was borre into King Arthur's pavilion, and his wounds™
were treated, -

. Then there came tidings unto Arthur from England, that made King
Ar thur and all-his host to return, For while Sir Mordred was ruler
of all England, he had letters made, as though they came from beyond
the sea, that said that King Arthur was slain in battle with Sir Launcelot,
Wherefore Sir Mcrdred called the lords together, and made them to choose
him king, and so was he crowned at Canterbury, Then.he took the queen
Guenever, and said plainly that he would wed her, though she was his
uncle's wife, and his father's wife, And sc he made ready for the feast,
and a day was fixed that they should be wedded; wherefore Queen
Guenever was right sorrowful, But she dared not reveal her feelings,
but spoke fair, and agreed to Sir Mordred’s will, '

- Then she begged of Sir Mordred to go to London, to buy all manner
of things needful for the wedding, And because of hez fair speech Sir
Mordred trusted her well ancugh, and gave her leave to go, And so
when she came to London, she entered the tower cf London, and furnished
“it with all manner of food and well armed men, and so kept it. Then
when Sir Mordred understood how he was tricked, he was exceeding
. wyoth, And he went and laid a mighty siege about the tower of London, .
and made many great agsaults thereat, and shot great guns. But all
to no avail, for Queen Guenever would never, for fair speech nor for
foul, trust tc come into his hands again,

Then Sir Mordred sought Queen Guenever by lettérs, and by fair
means and foul means, to come out of the tower of London, but she
a:;s;vered him shortly that she had rather slay herself than to be married
W t 1 L] 0 - ‘ -

Then came word to Sir Mordred that King Arthur had raised the siege
tirom Sir Launcelot, and he was coming homeward with a great host,
to be avenged upon Sir Mordred, Wherefore Sir Mordred sent messages
to all the barons of the land, and many people drew to him, For then
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ES  it'was the:common opinion among them, that with Arthur was nothing o
5] but wer and sirife, and with Sir Mordred was great joy 2nd bliss, Thus § )
2} was much evil said of King Arthur, and many there were that he had N
i _reised-up from nought and had gzven them lands, that womd not say of if’i .
o X S nnnagoad "ord Sl o <~ REh - ~ 38
5 And 850 S1r Mordred drew with a great host to Do"er, for there he =
heard say that King Arthur would arrive, and so he thousht to beat his g"é
=ik awn father from his lands, And the most part of all England held with =
2 Sir Mordred. . ‘Then came King Arthur with a greet navy of ships, - =
=i and there was Sir Mordred ready and waiting to stop his own father =
2e from landing upon the land that he was. king over, Then there was launching ?f’i
= of great boats and small, and full of noble men of arms, and there wag "=
;, . much slaughter of gerrl:le knights, But Xing Arthur was so courageous, =
FiE) that there might no manner of knights stop him from landing, and his % \
o " knights fiercely foliowed him, And so they ianded, in spite of Sir Mordred &
= ; _and all his power, and put Sir Mordred back, sc that he fled and all his =
ek people, So when this battle was done, King Aﬁmr buried his people &
o that were dgad, and then was the noble knight Sir Gawaine found ina =
29 great boat lying more than half dead;, When King Arthur knew that Sir %
s Gawaine was laid so low, he went unto him, and there the king made =
= . sorrow out.of measure, and took Sir Gawame in his arms, and said, ;;%
e "Alas, Sir Gawame, my sister's son, hore now thou liest, the man _ f%
&y in the world that I loved most, and now ig my joy gone: in Sir Launcelot ’%
- and you I most had my ;0¥ and now have I iost you both, ' -
Pl "Mine undle King Arthur, " said Sir Gawaine, '"Know that my ‘death zé
i 4 day is come, and all is through mine own hastiness and willfulness; for =
ﬁz I am smitten upon the old wound which Sir Launcelot gave me, and I ”:‘fé
?g, feel well I must die, Had Sir Launcelot been with you as he was, this =
s unhappy war had never begun, and of all this am I the cause; for Sir =
i Launcelot and his kin, through their prowess,  held off all your enemies, =
= But alas, I would not make peace with him, and therefore I pray you, .
- fair uncle, that I may have paper, pen, and ink, that I may write to |
Sir Launcelot with mine own hands, "' =
'And when the paper and ink was brought, then he wrote thus: ]
Unto Sir Launcelot, flower of all noble knights =

that ever 1 heard of ‘or 8aw, in my days: I, Sir
Gawaine," King Loi's son of Orkney, sister's son

- unto the noble King Arthur, send thee greetings, -
and let thee have knowledge that the tenth day
of May I am come to :my death-day, Sir Launcelot,
for all the love that ever was betwixt us, make
rio delay, but comé cver the sea in all haste,
that thou mayest with thy noble kniglits rescue
that noble king that :made thee knight, that is
my lord Arthur, for he i8 beset with a false
traitor, that is my half brother Sir Mordred,
and he hath had'hiriself crowned king, and would
bave wedded my lzdy Queen Guenever, had she not %
put hersgelf in the tower of London, 1t 1
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. And'then Sir Gawaine prayed the king to send for Sir Launcelot,
and to cherish hitn above all other knights, And so at the hour of noon,
Sir Gawaine yielded up the spirii;

. *. . .Then-thuch péople drew urito King Arthur, and they said that Sir
Mordred warred upon King Arthur with wrong; but they that loved Sir
Launcelot drew unto Sir Mordred, Andthen King Arthur drew him with

bt
N

his host down by the sea side, and thére was a day agreed upon between Z
King Arthur and Sir Mordred when they should meet, whereof King -
-Arthor was right glad, that he might be avenged upon Sir Mordred. . - ;
, ‘So upon Trinity Sunday at night King Arthur dreamed a woidertul =
dream, that there came Sir Gawaine unto him, And when King Arthur. ko

. saw him, thenhesaid, - -~~~ - . S _ %1
-2

"Wélcome, my sister's sbn, I thought thou hadst b_eex,i dead, and now
I see thee alive. ’ .

“Sir," said Sir Gawaine, "I come hither unto you to warn you of
your death; for if ye fight tomorrow with Sir Mordred, as ye both have
agreed, doubt ye not ye must be slain, and the most part of your people
on both sides, Therefore in no wise do battle tomorrow, but make 2
treaty for a month, For within a month siall come-Sir Launcelot, with
all his noble knights, and rescue you honorably, and slay Sir Mordred
and all that hold with him, " :

Then Sir Gawaine vanished, And at once the king called his knights
unto him, and when they were come, the king told them his vision, that .
Sir Gawaine had warsad hin: that if he fought on the morn he should
be slain, Then the king commanded Sir Lucan, and his brother Sir Bedivere,
and two bishops,. tc make a.treaty for a month with Sir }%ordred;~-
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"And offer him lands and goods, as much as ye think best. "
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So they departed, and came to Sir Mordred, where he had a grim ~
host of 8 hundred thousand men, And there they spoke with Sir Mordred
- a long time, and at the last Sir Mordred agreed to have Cornwall and
Kent, in King Arthur's days, and all Engiand after the days of King Arthur,
Then were they agreed that King Arthur and Sir Mordred should meet
betwixt both their hosts, and each of them shouid wring fourteen persons,
And they came with this word unto King Archur. Then said he, -
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" am glad that this is done, "
But he warned al: his host,
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' "If ye see any sword drawn, come on fiercely, and slay that traitor =
Sir Mordred, for trust him not. , :_% ‘

And likewise Sir Mordred warned his host:

. "‘Ilf‘ ye 8ée any sword drawn, come ou:'fiercely, and slay 2ll that
standeth before you; - I will not-trust-in this treaty, for I know well my
father will be avenged upon me, . : , '
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And go they met as their appointment was, and they were agreed

. thoroughly: and wine was fetched, and they drank, -Right 50 came an
adder out; of & little heath bush, and it stung a knight on the fool, And
when the knight felt this, he looked down and saw the adder, and then

. he drew his aword to slay the adder, and thought of no-other harm, -

- _-And'whaen the host of both sidea sawthat sword drawn, ‘then they blew

trumpéts, and horns, and shouted grifnly, And so both hosts rushed to-
gether. And King Arthur took his horse, and said, - -

S

.
R

g’};

\_
O

%

- "Alas, this unbappy day,"

o And never was ihere seen & more grievous battle in any Christian
lzrd, For there was but rushing and riding, thrusting.and striking, °
and many a grim word was there spoken, one to another, and many 2
deadly atroke, But ever King Arthur rode throughout the battle, and did
full-nobly as a noble king should, And Sir Mordred thet day put himself
in great peril. And thus they fought all the long day, tili il was near

_night, and by that time was there a hundred thousand laid dead upon the
ground, - Then was Arthur wroth out of measure, when he saw hi8 people
so slain,” Then the king locked about him, and then was he aware that
of all his good knights, there were no more left alive but two knights,

. that was Sir Lucan, and his brother Sir Bedivere; and they were full

sore . wounded,

"Alas," saidthe kind, ''that ever I should see this sorrowful day.
Rut would to God I -new where that traitor Sir Mordred were, that hath

caused all this mischief, " .
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Then was King Arthur aware of where Sir Mordred leaned upon his -
- sword among a great heap of dead men,

) "Now give me my spear,” said Arthur unto Sir Lucan, 'for yonder
I have espied the traitor that hath wrought all this woe, "

"Sir, let him be,” s2id Sir Lucan; - ''rémember your dream, and
what the spirit of Sir Cawaine told you; God in his great goodness hath
preservgd you till now, and if ye leave off now, this wicked.day of destiny

is past,’

" . ""New I gee him yonder alone, " said the king, 'he shall never escape
mine hande, for at a better advantage shall I never have him, '

ses g

“Thén the king siezed his spear in both his hands, and ran toward
-Sir Mordred, crying, . : - - _
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“Praitor, now is thy death day come!"
And when Sir Mordred heard King Arthur, he ran toward him with
his sword drawn. And then King Arthur smote Sir Mordred under the
shield right through the body, more than 2 fathor:. &nd when Sir Mordred
felt that he had kis death wound, he thrusi himself with the might that
he had up to the grip of King Avihur's spear, And he smote his father
. Arthur with his sword held in hoth his hands, on the side of the head,
that thé -sword pierced the helmet and the brain pan, and therewithel
Sir Mordred fell stark dead to the earth, And the nobie Arthur feliina
swoon {0 the earth, And Sir Lucan and Sir Bedivers heaved him up, aad
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weakly thesz \led-._him betwixt them both to 2 little chapel not far_ fromthe - -

sea side, - Then: King Arthur said,

T "An, Sir Léuncelot', this da_y"' have 1 sore missed thee, Alasg, that
ever Lwas against thee, for now have 1 iny death, whereof Sir gawaine

warned me in my dreans, | |
Then. Sir Lucan fell in a swoen, from iifting the king, and therewith

‘the noble kni ght's heart burst. Then Sir Bedivere wept tor the death .

.~ of hig brother, -

'] eave this mourning and weeping, " said the king, "for itisofno

'aix}a_il; if I might live myself, the death of Sir Lucan would grieve me

evermore; but my time fast runneth out,” Therefore, take thou Exculibur, -

my good sword, and go with it to yonder water side; and when thou comest
there, I charge thee throw my sword in that water, and come and tell -

* me what thou there seest, "

"My lord," said Bedivere, ''your commandment shall be done,

- and I will quickly bring you word again, "

_.So Sir Bédivere departed, and on the way he beheld that noble sword,
ihat the hilt was all of precious stones; and then he said to himsel,

" "¢ I throw this rich sword ixn the water, thereof shall never come
any good, but only harm and loss.” -

And then Sir Bedivere hid Excalibur under a tree. Andas soom
as he might, he came unto the king, and said he had been at the water
and had thrown the sword into the water,

"'"What sawest thou there?" said the king,
" "Sir," he said, "I saw nothing but waves and winds."

"That is untruly said," said the king; "therefore go thou quickly
again, and do my command,." . o 4

Then Sir Bedivere returned again, and took the sword in his hand;
and then he thought it sin and shame to throw away that nobie sword;
and 8o again he hid the sword, ‘and rsiurned and told the king that .
he had been at the weizr and done his commandment, '

"What saw thou there?” said the king,

"Sir," he said, "I saw nothing but the waters and the waves, "

"Ah traitor untrue, " said King Arthur, ''now hast thou betrayed
me twice, Who would have thought that thou, that hast been 8o dear to
me and art a noble knight, would betray me for the riches of the sword,
But now go again quickly, for thy long delaying putteth me in great peril
of my 1ife, for I have iaken cold, And unless thou do now as I bid thee,

1 shall slay thee wita mine own hands, "
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Then Sir Bedivere departed, and went to the sword; and quickly
he took it up and went. to the water side, ard there he threw it as far
into the water as he might; and there came an arm and a hand above the
water,” and met it, and caught it, &nd shook it tarice, and then vanished
;way in tae water., So Sir Bedivere came to the king and told him what
e saw,

k.S

i”Alag, " gsaid the king, "help me hence, for I fear 7 have tarried
too long, ‘

Then Sir Bedivere took the king upon his back, and so went with him
to that water side,. And when they were there, up to the bank came 2
little barge, with many fair ladies in it, and among thiem was a queen,
and they all had black hoods, and they all wept and shrieked whea they
saw King Arthur,

“Now put me into the barge, " said the king.

Arnd so he did, sofily, And there received him three queens with
great mourning, and so they set him down, and in one of their laps
King Arthur laid his head, and then that queen said, -

"Ah, dear brother, why have ye stayed so long from me? Alas,
this wound on your head hath caught coid, "

Arnd so then they rowed from the iand; and Sir Bedivere beheld
all those ladies go from him, Then Sir Bedivere cried,

"Ah, my lord Arthur, what shall become of me now ye go {rom me,
and leave me here alone among mine enemies ?

"Comfort thyself," said the king, '"and do as well as thou mayest,
for in me is no trust to trust in, I go unto the vale of Avilion, to heal
me of my gri'evous wound. And if thou hear never more of me, pray

for my soul, "

And ever the queens and the ladies wept and shrieked, 3o that it
was a pity to hear., And as soon as Sir Bedivere had lost sight of the
barge, he wept and wailed, and 80 took to the forest and went ali that ok
night, and in the morning ke came to a chapel and a hermitage, and thither
he went. And when he came into the chapel, he saw a hermit kneeling,
and near by was a tomb, newly engraved, )

—

"Sir,” said Sir Bedivere, ''what man is buried there, that ye pray
30 hard for?"

"Fair son, "' said the hermit, "I know not, in truth; but this night,
ai midnight, here came a numberof lg.dies, and brought hither a dead

corpse, and prayed me to bury him,'

"Alas," said Sir Bediyere, it is my lord King Arthur that here
lieth buried in this chapel!'

-
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Then Sir Bedivere prayed the hermit that he might abide with him,

"For from here will I never go, but will stay here all the days of
my life to pray for my lord Arthur,”

And when Queen Guenever understood that King Arthur was slain,
ghe stole away, and five ladies with her, and so she went to Almesbury,
and there she made herself a nun, And likewise Sir Lauvncelo$, when
h: gieag: the sad tidings, went unto a hermitage and there spent the rest
of his days.

Thus there is no more known of the death of Arthur, but that he was
led awa&in a ship wherein were three queens, that were King Arthurts
gister Queen Morgan le Fay, the queen of North Wales, and the jueen
of the Waste Lands; aleso there was Nimue, the Lady of the Lake, that
had done much for King Arthur, Also there was a corpse buried by a
hermit, but the hermit knew not for certain that it was truly ihe body
of King Arthur,

Yet some men say in many parts of England that King Arthur is not
dead, but that he sh:ll come again, for many men say that there is written
upon his tomb this verse:

HERE LIETH ARTHUR:
KING THAT WAS AND KING THAT SHALL BE,

Then Sir Tonstantine, that was Sir Cador's son of Cornwall, was
chosen king of England; and he was a full noble knight, and honorably
he ruied the realm,

Thus endeth this noble and joyous book of King Arthur, ard of his
noble knights of the Round Table, that when they were whoie together
there was ever a hundred and forty. And here is the end of the death
of Arthur, This book treateth of the birth, life, and acts of the said
King Arthur, of his noble knights of the Round Tabie, their marvelious
quests and adventures, the achieving of the Holy Grail, and in the end
the dolorous death and departing out of this world of them all,
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Tc the Student

On the pages tnat follow are two versions of Chapters 24, 25, and 26
of Book VIII from Le Morte D'Arthur by Sir Thomas Malory.

The first uses the original spellings and punctuation of the first
edition, published by the great English printer William Cexten in 1485.
¥ou will notice many differences in comparison with present day Eng-
lish, including some different forms for ceriain letters.

The s=cond varsion of ihé same chéi:iers keeps the criginal language,
but the &pelling, punctuation, and type-face hiave been moderniz<t.
You can use thig version to help you decipher the first one.

The passage tells first of an important incident in one of the most
famous love stories of all time, that of Sir Tristram, the greatest of
all Xing Arthur's Knights except Sir Launcelot, and La Beale Isgud
{or La Belle Igolde -~ that:is, the Beauiiful.isclde, pronounced:
gold'), This incident, the fateful drinking of a magic love~potion,
is followed by = typical adventure-of the kind that Xing Arthur's
Knights always seemed to ercounter.




™~
SR




- @ Capitulum gyiiff -

LY

/-Fénne vpon-a daye ‘kynge Anguythe afke¢ fyr Trif-
! feamy why he-afked:mot: hie Sone [ Foé what fometer-he
W bzd premyled: hym f:he fliold haue hit witkoute fayie
Syfe fayd fife Tryftram fow is it tymc this is' alle thet T
wyllé defyiéc that ye wylle gyue me 1o beale Ifoud youre do-
ugliter niot for my felf-but for yn vnkel kynge Marke thet
flialle haue her fo wyf [ for fos haue I promyfed hym [ Allas
faid the kyngs I had jeuér than alle the land that I haue /
ye wold wedde her youre felf | Syré and I dyd than I were
faamed for euer in. this world [ ana fals of my promyfe /
Therfore “faid fite Tryftrarz I praye ycu hold your promyfe
that yé promyled me [ for thie is my defyre that ye wylle gyue
me la Beale Ifoud to goo wit: me in to Cornewaile for to
be wedded to kynge Marke myn vnkel / @] As for that fayd
kynge Anguyflhe ye thalie haue her with you to doo with her
what it pieafe you / that is for to faye yi that ye lyft to wedde
her your felf that is me leueft / And 3f ye wille gyue her vnto
kyuge Marke youre vrikel that is in youre choyfe /
@ Soo to make fhort conclufion 1a beale Ifoud was made re-
dy to goo with fyre Tryftram and dame Bragwayne wente
with her for her chycf gentylwoman with many otker [ thenne
the quene Kfouds moder gaf to her and dame Bragwayne her
doughters gentilwoman and vnto Gouernaile a drynke and
charged them that what day kynge Marke fhold wedde that
fame daye they fhiold gyue hym that drynke [ foo that kynge
Marke fhold drynke to la beale Ifoud /and thenné faid the
Qiene I vndertake eyther fhalle love othes the dayes of their
lyf / Soo this drynké was yeuen vnto dame Bragwayne and %
vnto Gouernaile | And thenne anone fyre Tryftram tocke the
fez [ and la Beale Ifoud [and whan taey were in theire ca-
" ban hit happed foo that they were thurfty [ and they fawe a ly-
tyl flacked of gold ftande by them [and hit femed by. the co-
loure and’ the tafte ‘hat it was noble wyn [ ' ¥
Thenne fire Tryfttam ‘toke the' flacket in his hand [ and fa.
yd Madatie Ifoud hiere is the beft drynke that euer ye drank
that dame Bragwayne: youre mayden and Gouemayle my
feriaunt haue kepte for them felf [ Theriné they lough and ma-
de ‘good clieré dnd éytlier dianke to Gther frely [ and they tho- 35
ughte neuer drynke that cuer they dranke to other was foo
fwste nor foo good [ But by that theyr drynke was in their
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“bodyes [ they 16zed. eyther other fo wel -that neuer theyr loue dé-

‘putadforrdeneytb«fmwo/Andtﬁus:thappe&tbelwe
fyifte - betwixe fire: " %riftram - and: ;14" ‘beale- Ifoud/the whiche
loue neuer:depaited' the -dayes ‘of ‘their Iyf [ fod theiinc' they fay-
5:led  tyl by fortune ‘they came ‘nyglie a: caftel that ‘hyght Pluere
And there: by arryaed for to repofe them wenyng:‘to them to ha-~
ue hadde good-hérborous /but anon' a8 fir Tryftram was with-
in the caftel [ they wete taken pryfoners / for-the cuftomme of the
caftel was fuche who that rode by that caftel and broright. ony
10 lady -he muft nedes fyghte with the iotd that hyghte Breunor
And yf it were foo that Brevnor wanie the feld [ theane fh-
-old the knyght ftraunger and his lady be putte to dethe whst
that -euer they: were [ and yf hit were fo that the ftraunge kny-
‘ghte- wanne the fel2 of fir Breunor [ theniie ‘fhold he dyc and
15 his lady bothe [ this- cuftone was vied many wynters [ for hit
was called the caftel pluere that is to faye the wepynge caftel

@ Capitulum rrv

@Huu fire Tryftram and la beale Ifoud were in pry-
for: [ hit happed a knyght and a lady came vato them /

~ where they were to chere them [/ I haue merueille faid Triftram
o vnto the knyst and the lady what is the czufe the lord of this
Caftel holdeth vs in pryfon [ hit was ncuer the cuftome of ne
place of worthip that euer I came in [ whan a knyghte and a
‘lady afked bérborugh [ and they ¢o receyue hem | & ziter to def-
troye them that ben his geftes [/ Syr faid the kiyst this is the
35 old cuftome of this caftel that whan a' knyght cometh here [ he
meft nedes fyghte with cur lord [ and he that is weyker mufte
lefe his hede / And whan that is done y¥ hie lady thit he -beyn-
geth /[ be fouler thaa our lordss wyf [ fhe muft lefe her heede / And
yf fhesbe fayrer preued than is oure lady / thetine flisl the la-

3 dy of this caftel iefe her heede / Soo god me help faid fire Trif-

tram this is a -fowle cuftome and ‘a fhameful -/ But ‘dne auad-
tage haue I faid fir Tryftram T have a lzdy is fayre ynous
fagrer fawe I neuer in alle my lyfe dayes [ Aad I doubte
not fozr lack of beavte the fhaile not lefe her heed /-and: rather
than I fhold lefe my heede I wille fyghte for hit on & fxyre
felde [-, @] Whetiore: Syre knyght ¥ pray
you telle your lord -thst I wille be redy as:to ‘miorne with tay
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iady and my félfe to doo Watall yf hit be To I maye hauc my s
hors and myne armout [ Syrs faid that kayght T vndectake
that youré defyre thille be fpedde ryght wel / ‘

And thedne he fupd tike yoire reft and 16ke that ye be vp by
tymes and make you redy and your lady [for ye fhail wao-
te no thynge tist you behoueth [ and ther with he departed and 10

" on the mome by tymes that fame kyghte came to fire Tryi-

sram and fetclied hym oute and his lady & brouste hym hors

- and armour that was hLis owne fand badde hym make hym

redy to the feld [ for alle the eftates and comyns of shat lord-
fhip were there redy %6 behold that bataille and Iugement /[ 15
@] Theane came ivre Breunor the lord of that Caftel wyth
his ‘Iady in his hand muffeld [ and afked fyre Tryftram whe-
re was his lady [ for and thy lady be fayrer than myn wyth
thy fwerd, fmyte of my ladyes hede [and yf my lady be fayrer

. than myn [ with my fwerd I muite ftryke of her heed / And 2

yf I maye wynne the [ yet fhalle thy lady be myne [ and thou
fhalt lefc thy hede / @] Syre faid Tryftram this is
a fowle cuftome and horryble [ and rather than my lady fhold
lefe her heed / yet had I leuer lefe my hede /

@ Nay ray faid fire Breunor the ladyes fhalle be fyrft fhe- 25
wed o gyder [ and the one fhalle have her Iugement [ Nay I
wille not foo faid Gre Triftram [ For here is none that wille
gyue ryghtezous Iugement | But I doubte not faid fir Trif-
tram my lady is fayrer than thyne [ And that wille I preue
and make good with my hand / Aad who fomeuer he be that »
wille faye the contrary I wille preue hit on his hede

And there with fire Triftram fhewed la beale Ioud [ and
tomedhetthryaabweewith his naked fwerd in his hand
And whanne fyre Breunor fawe that he dyd the fame wy-
fe tome his lady / But whanne fyre Breunor beheld la besle 35
Ifcad [ hym thoughte he fawe neuer a fayrer lady [ asd thés-
ne he dradde his ladyes hede fhold be of [ and foo al the pepie
that were tliere prefent gaf Iugement that Ia beale Ifoud was
the fayrer lady and the better made [ how now fuid fir Trifts3
mé femeth it were pyte that my lady fhold lofe her heed [ but
by caufe thou and fhe of long tyme haue vfed this wycked cuf-

s torag [ and by you bothe haue many good knyghtes and la-

dyes ben, deftroyed / for that caufe it were no loffe to defiroye
you bothe / Soo god me help faid fir Breunor fof to faye the
forhé | thy iady is feyrer than myn [ and that me fore repenteth
And foo I here the peple pryuely faye./for alle wymmen I




xofawenouefoofayn!andthedot and thou wilt flee my lady
1 doite riot but Thal fleé the id Baie thy lady] @ Thou
: fhalt wynne Her Taid fif Tiyfttam - 48 ‘dere ‘ab euér knyst wan
lady [ And by caufe of thyn cwne Iugement as thou woldeft
hane done to my lady yf that fhe had ben fouler / and by canfe

15.of the evyl cuftome gyue me thy lady faid Tryftram [ & there
with alle fir. Triftram: firode vnto hym and toke his lady from
hym [ and with an aukeé firoke ke fmete of her hede clene./ wel
knyght faid fir Bréunor now haft thou doié me a defpyte /

@ Capitulum Jpvi

Ow ‘take thyn hors fythen I am lady les I wil wyn
2. BN @ thy lady and I may [ thenue they took their horfes / &
camé to gyders as hit had ben the thonder [ and fire Tryftram
fmote fir Breunor clene from his hors [ and lystely he tofe vp
And is fif Tiyftrim: case ageyne by hym [hie threft his hoes
thorou oute both the fhoiders tkat his hots hurled here and the-
ss re ['and felle dede to the giound [ And euer fir Breunor ranne
~  after to haue flayne fire Tiiftram [ but fire Triftram was. ly-
" ght and pymel and voyded his hors lightely [ And or euer
ficr Tryftram myght drefle hig'ﬁleldandhisfwerd/theotbet
gal hym: thre or foure fadde ftrokes @] Thenne they
» raffhed to gyders like two botes tracyng and trauercyng mys3-
tely and wyfely as two noble knyghtes [ For this fire Breu-
nor was a proued knygbteandhaddebenorthanthedetheof
many good kn s /[ that it was pyte that he had fo long en-
dured['fhustheyfou;thudmhm&thereuyytwohoum&
eyder were wounded fore [ thenne at the laft fir Breunor raf-
hed vpon fir Tryftram and tooke hym in his armes [ for he tr-
ufted moche to his firengthe [ Thénne was fir Tryftram called
the firengeft and the hycft knyght of the world / For he was
alled byggar than fir lsficelct [ but fir Launcelot was better 5
brethicd ./ Soo atione fire Tryftram thruft fyr Breunor doune
grouclynge [ and thenne he valaced his helme / and firake of
his bede-/ And thenne al they.that Jonged to the caftel cam to
hym and dyd hym homage and feaute prayenge hym [ that he
wold abyde there fiylle a litel whyle to fordo that feule cuftom 10
Syr Tryftram  grauited: thér to / the méaiie ‘whyle one of the
'knyghtesofthecaﬁ’elmdevzﬁtoﬁreGalahadthehautprynoe

~~~~~~

and told hym what myfauenturc hu fndet hadde and his me-
der
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CHAPTER XXIV

How Sir Tristram Demandéd La Beale Inoud for King Mark,
And How Sir Tristram and Is6ud Drank the Love Drink

Then upon a day King Anguish asked Sir Tristram why he asked
not his boon, for whaisomever he had promised him he should have
it without fail. Sir, said Sir Tristram, now is it time; this is all
that I will desire, that ye will give ine La Beale isoud, your daugh-
ter, not for myself, but for mine uncle, King Mark, that shall have
her to-wife, for 3o have I promised him. Alas, said the king, ¥ had
lHefer than all tae land that I have ye would wed her yourself. ir,
an I did then I were shamed for ever in this world, and false of my
promise: Tharefore, said Sir Tristram, I pray you hold your pro-~
misge that ye promised me; for this is my desire, that ye will give
e La Beale Isoud to go with me into Cornwall for to be wedded to
King Mark, mine uncle. As for that, said King Anguish, ye shall
have her with you to do with her what it please you; that is for to
say if thet ye list to wed her yourself, that is me liefest, and if ye
will give her unto King Mark, your uncle, that ia in your choice.

So to:m:ake short conclusion, La Besale Isoud was made ready to go
with Sir Tristram, and Dame Bragwaine went with her for her chief v
gentlewoman, with many other. Then the queen, Isoud's mother,
gave to her and Dame Bragwaine, her daughter's gentlewoman, and
untc Gouvernail, a drink, and charged them that what day King Mark
shenild wed, that same day they should give him that drink, so that
King Mark should drink to La Beal Isoud, and then, said the queen,

I undertake either shall love other the days of their life. So this drink
‘was given unto Dame Bragwaine, and unto Gouvernail. And then
anon Sir Tristram took the gsea, and La Beale Isoud; and when they
were in their cabin, it happed so that they were thirsty, and they

gaw a little flacket of gold stand by them, and it geemed by the
colour and the taste that it was noble wine. Then Sir Tristram took
the flacket in his hand, and said, Madam Isoud, here is the best
drink that ever ye drank, that Dame Bragwaine, your maiden, and
Gouvernail, my servant, have kept for themself. Then they laughed
and made good cheer, and either drank to other freely, and they
thought never drink that ever they drank to other was so sweet nor 8o
good. But by that their drink was in their bodies, they loved either
other sc well that never their love departed for weal neither for woe.
And thus it happed the love first betwixt Sir Tristram and La Beale
Isoud, the which love never departed the days of their life. So then
they sailed till by fortune they came nigh a castle that hight Pluere,
and thereby arrived for to repose them, weening to them to have

had good harbourage. But anon as Sir Tristram was within the
castle was such, -who that rode by that castle and brought any lady,
he must needs fight with the lord, that hight Breunor. Andif it
were go-that Breunor won the field, then should the knight stranger




and his lady be put to death, what that ever they were; and if it were
30 that the strange knight won the field of Sir Breunor, then should
he:die and his lady both. This custom was used many winters, for
it was called the Castle Pluere, that is to say the Weeping Castle.

CHAPTER XXV

How Sir Tristram aad Isoud Were in Prison, and How He
Fought For Her Beauty, and Smote Off Another Lady's
Head . -

Thug as Sir Tristram and La Beale Isoud were in prison, it happed
a knight and a lady came unto them where they were, to cheer them.
I have marvel, said Tristram unto the knight and the lady, what is
the cauge the lord of this castle holdeth us in prison: it was never
the custom of no place of worship that ever I came in, when a knight
and a lady asked harbour, and they to receive them, and after to
destroy them that be his guests. Sir, said the knight, this is the old
custom of this castle, that when a knight cometh here he must needs
tight with our lord, and he that is ‘he weaker must lose his head. And
when that is done, _if his lady that he bringeth be fouler than our lord's
wife, she must lose her head: and if she be fairer proved than is our
lady, then shall the lady of this castle lose her head. So God me
help, said Sir Tristram, this is a foul custom and a shameful. But
one advantage have I, said Sir Tristram, I have a lady is fair enough,
fairer saw I never in all my life days, and I doubt not for lack of
beauty she shall not lose her head; and rather than I should lose my
head I will fight for it on a fair field. Wherefore, sir Knight, I pray
you tell your lord that I will be ready as tomorn with my lady, and
myself to do battle, i it be so I may have my horse and mine armour.
Sir, said that knight, I undertake that your desire shall be sped right
well. And then he said: Take your rest, and look that ye be up by
times and make you ready and your lady, for ye shall want no thing
that you behoveth. And therewith he departed, and on the mora
betimes that same knight came to Sir Tristram, and fetched him
out and his lady, and brought him horse and armour thai was his
own, and bade him make him ready to the field, for all the estates
and commons of that lordship were there ready to behold that battle
and judgment. Then came Sir Breunor, -the lord of that castle, with
his lady in his hand, muffled, and asked Sir Tristram where was his
lady: For an thy lady be fairer than mine, with thy sword smite off
my lady's head; and if my lady be fairer than thine, with my sword
I must strike off her head. And if I may win thee, yet shall thy lady
bs mine, and thou shalt lose thy head. Sir, said Tristram, thig is
a foul custom and horrible; .and rather than my lady should lose her
hiead, yet had I lever lose my head. - Nay, nay, said Sir Breunor,
‘the 2adies shall be first. showed together, and the one shall have her
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judgment. Nay, I will not so, -said Sir Tristram, for here is none
that will give rightéous judgment. But I dodbt not, said Sir Tristram,
my lady is fairer thén thine, and that will I prove and make good

with my hand: And whoseomever he be that will gay the contrary
Iwill prove it on his head. And therewith Sir Tristram showed

La Beale Iscud, and turned her thrice about with his naked sword in
his hand. And when Sir Breunor saw that, he did the same wise turn
his lady. ' But when Sir Breunor behéld La Beale Isoud, him thought
he saw never a fairer lady, and then he dread hig lady's head should
be off. And so all the people that were there present gave judgment
that La Beale Isoud was the fairer lady and the better made. How
now, said Sir Tristram, meseemeth it were pity that my lady should
lose her head, but because thou and she of long time have used this
wicked custom, and by you both have many good knights and ladies
been destroyed, for that cause it were no logs to destroy jou both.

So God me help, said Sir Breunor, for to say the sooth, thy lady

is fairer than mine, and that me sore repenteth. And so I hear the
people privily say, for of all women I saw none go fair; and therefore, * -
an thos wilt slay my lady, I doubt not but I ghall slay thee and have
thy lady. Thou shalt win her, said Sir Tristram, as dear as ever
knight won lady. And by cause of thine own judgment, as thou wouldst
have done to my lady if that she had been fouler, and because of the
evil custorn, give me, thy lady, said Sir Tristram. And therwithal
Sir Tristram strode unto him and took his lady from him, and with an
awk stroke he smote off her head clene. Well, knight, said Sir
Breunor, now hast thou done me a despite.

CHAPTER XXVI

How Sir Tristram Fought With Sir Breunor, And at The
Last Smote Off His Head

Now take thine horse: sythen I am ladyless I will win thy lady

an I may. Then they took their horses and came together as it had
been the thunder; and Sir Tristram smote Sir Breunor clean from
his horse, and lightly he rose up; and as Sir Tristram came again by
him he thrust his horse throughout both the shoulders, that his horse
hurled here and there and fell dead to the ground. And ever Sir
Breunor ran after to have slain Sir Tristram, but Sir Tristram was
light and nimbla, and voided his horse lightly. And or ever Sir Tris-
tram might dress hig shield and his sword the other gave him three
or four sad strokes. Then they rushed together like two boars,
tracing and traversing mightily and wisely as two noble knights.
For thig Sir Breunor was a proved knight, and had been or then the
death of many good knights, that it was pity that he had so long en-
dured. Thus they fought, hurling here and there nigh two hours, and
either were wounded sore. Then at the last Sir Breunor rushed upon
Sir Tristram and took him in his arms, for he trusted much in his
strength. Then was Sir Tristram called the strongest and the high-

" est knight of the world; for he was called bigger than Sir Launcelot,
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