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I. INTRODUCTION

Perhaps you have already noticed that people from other parts of the
United States speak differently, When asked what these differsnces ars,
you might answer, "Oh, she speaks with a southern accent," or "He has a
New York accent,”" If asked to explain what you mean by the woerd accen?,
you might reply that it refers to the funny way the person pronounces cer=
tain words. Has anyone ever told you that you had a funny accent?

Another thii:g that you may have noticed is that some of the people who
have lived in your home town all their lives donot speak alike, The speech
of educated people-~usually those who have attended college cr university
for several years-~-is different frora the speech of less educated people.
Your local minister and school teachera may not talk the same way as your
neighbor who works in a savwmill or on a fishing boat, You also may have
noticed some of the ways in which their language differs, Sometimes edu-
cated people use "bigger" or "harder" words, sometimes they proncuncs
words in a funny way, and sometimes the way they errange their wozrds
sounds odd to you,

If you are especially alert, you may hsve noticed that neither educated
nor uneducated people talk the sarie way in all situations. When your neigh~
bor stands up and gives his opinicn at a P.1'. A, meeting, he doea not talk
thc same way he does when he is joking with your father across the back
fence., Likewise, the principal of your school, who sounds very for:mal
when he is talking to a large group of pupils, uses a less fo_mal way of talk~
ing when he speaks to you alone in his office, If you ware a visitor in this
same principal's home, you might discover that the way he talks to his own
children i3 quite different from the way he talked to you. It would be hard
for you to explain what these speech differences are, but you are certain
that the differences are there,

Finally, you are probably aware that you do not use the satne type of
language when you write a letter {o a friend as you do when you talk to that
friend personally. More than likely, wou find it more difficult o0 say what
you wani to say when you write a letter, Somehow it just doesn't seem pos-
sible to write things down the same way as you would say them,

But, you may ask yourself, are the different ways of speaking and writ-
ing ali “correct, ' or are certain types "better'' than others? Are the speak-
ers of Engiish who come from other parits of the cotintry trying (unsuccesge
fully) to talk *ve same a8 you do? Or do they believe that you speak with a
funny acceni? Do educated people speak "'better' English than uneducated
peoplé do? I8 the language used by the governcr of ycur state when ke
speaks on television "hetter® than the language he uses in his own home?

Is written English better than spoken English?

The answers to these questions and other questions just like them are
the subject of this unit. Among other things, you will find ou. a little ahout
(1) regional and social dialects of English, (2) ditfferent varieties of Standard
English, and (3) ways to find out about "proper' forme, In short, you will
discover some Lmportant facte about the varisties of American English,
Your understanding of the word dialect is & key to answering meny of the
questions asked in this unit, Perhaps you will be more confident of your
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use of language and less likely to ridicule the language of cthers when you
kave become aware of the fuct that there is not just one "correct" way of
saying things. Yeu will have become 8 more scphisticated student of ian~
guage,

II, REGIONAL DIALECTS

day begir to have special ways of talking together. The members of your
family use words and expressions which have special :eanings that others
do not underetand, Your group of friends at school use certain slang terms
which teachers and perenis usually donotunderstand, Similarly, people
who live together in a city or a valley often have special ways of saying
things which are different from the language of people living in nearby citieg
and valleys, The members of any group, large or small, who have certain
language habits in common can be called & speech community, Thesc lan-
guage habits may be special ways of pronouncing words, special names for
objects or actions, or special ways of expregsging certain ideas., A dialect,
then, is a variety of a language used in a single speech community.

Whet i a dialect? Any group of people who talk to each other every

Language and dislect, When dialecte are so different that a majority
of the members of one speech community cannot understand the speeck of
another community, they may be said to speak different languages, Any
language is made up of many dialects. It is possible for you to understand
the speech and writing of pecple who come from all dit.erent paris cof the
United States, even though they do not speak exactly the same as you do,
This means that, although they speak a different dialect, they do speak the
same language=-that is, Americen Erglish, Americans do not sp2ak the
ssme dialects of English that people speak in England, Australia, or Canada,
in eech of these countries, English iz the language that is spoken, but in
each country it is a different diaiect of English,

You may remember that Jim in Huck Finn wae very wnuch interested in
the fact that the French people uced a language different from American Enge
lish, but what Jim did not unders:iand was that he and Huck were using a dia-
lect guite different from the English used in other sections of America, Ob=
servant pecy:le who have had an opportunity to travel in verious sections of
the United States have noticed these varistions of the language and found them
interesting, They have asked such questions as "What causes these vari»
etions?" “How did they come about?"” "How long did it take?" People whe
are interested in langunge and how it develops and ckangee are called lin=-

guists,

You may possibly have met a linguist if you know some university pro-
fessors. Or you may have met Mr. Higgins, a linguist in George Bernard
Shaw's play, Pygmalicn, If you did not meet him there, perhaps you met
him in My _Fair Lady, the musical comedy based on Shaw's play. Mr, Hige
gins actually earned his living by helping millionaires - change thefr own
speech so that they would be accepted in high society,

Let's ook in on the opening scene of Pygmalion. The scene is a summer
night in London, and a suddsn shower has made people take shelter, Some-
one in the group motices that Mr. Higgins is taking down what they suy ina
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~ notebook, They are suspicious of him until he explaing to them ke can tell
where people live by the way they speak. He tellg several people what part
ef London they come from, though he has never seen them before, They

are astonished and impressed, thinking he is performing some kind of magic
act,

i After most of the people leave, a gentleman asks Higgins how he does

it, Higgins explains that his secret is "simply phonetics.” He says that
the average person can t2il ar Irish bragu». but he can tell exaotly where o
man lives by the way he talks, Mr. Higgins brags that he can "place any
man within six miles' or "withir two milss in London” and "sometimes withe
in two streets, "

Though you may act be able to guess "within two streets" where some«
one lives by the way he talks, let us see how much of Mr, Higgin's magic
ability ycu do have. Have you ever said, "You must come from the South, " _
to someone you had just met, who might have said no more than "Good mauwe~
nin', you~all'? Do you have any idea where someone might come from if
he proncuned "Cuba" as "Cuber" or "idea" as "idear"? Can members of
your class think of any particular expressicns or promynciationg that come
from a particular part of the United States? Does everyone in your class
use exactly the same expressions? Do you all pronounce words the same
way? -

When certain Englishmen came over to the North American continent in
the 1620's and '30's, they naturally brought with them .ne language they had
spoken at home, But new surroundings, conditions, inventions, as well as
mixing with other people, changed their version of English, British corn
1 (general word for "'grain, " ag in the Corn Laws of 1832) has come to0 mean a
specific grain, "maize"; mad {insane) similarly has come to mean “angry";
shop was replaced by store whose older meaning had been more like "ware~
house" {fashionable shoppe is back in); Jumber (articles in disorder) has
narrowed to "timber.” The many dialzcts spoken by the early settlers soon
became mixed together to form American dialects. As the colonies spread
westward, the new American dialects were brought into new regions and
mixed with the dialects of settlers from other colonies on the east coast,
The pioneers borrowed words from the languages of other people who lived
in the region: the American Indians, the Freumch, the Spenish, znd the Dutch,
\ Large cities grew, and the speech of these cities often changed the speech
of people who lived in the surrcunding country. Even the languages of later
settlers had their effects upon American English, The regional dialects of
American English are the resuit of many different influences,

Regional dialects are most easily noticed on the eastern coast of Amer=
ica, the place where they were formed. The three main dialects found there
are NMorthern, Midland, snd Southern, As these dialects were spread across
the length and breadth of the continent, they became mixed with one anpther,
#or example, the speech of the people living on the Pacific Coast shows a
complex mixture of speech from all three major dialects, Washington and
Northern Idaho residents show preferences for Northern dialect, whereas
residents of Oregon and Scuthern 7daho and parts of Eastern Washington
show preferences for Midland speech, The Scandinavian and German ime
migrants of later settlements may also have had some effect upon the speech
of the Northwest,
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Dialects in litersture, American writers have often used regional
speech in ineir stories and books, You mignt remember the way Huck,
Tom and Jim speak in Mark Twain's books, Tom Sawver and Huckleberry

Finn, Mark Twain *ried to illusirate the Missisaipp: Vailey dialects of the

1850's. Perbaps your teacher wiil read you some examples of American
regional dialects found in literature.

Don't misunderstand the meaning of dialect as you listen to examples
from books and E_Qijr_i_eg= For the mogt nart anly tha anaaah A2 ¢ha sswadd.
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ucated is shown by irregular speilings. The speech of educated people 18
given in regular spelling, even though the character might speak a dialect
which is different from yours or the writer's, The dialect of uneducated
pecple is often used by the writer for the suke of mumor. The point is that
dialect does not refer onlr to the speech of the uneducated, Everyor:e,

educated and uneducated Americans alike, speaks a dialect of American
English,

Exercise 1, The foilowing expressions are found in the speech of edu~
cated Americans living in various parts of the United States, Mark those
expressions which you use in talking with your friends,

1 want for you to take it.
I want you to take it,

I went to talk to you, {Both used in talking {0 a group)
I want to talk to you-all,

, He felt sick to his stomach,
He felt sick at his stomach,
He felt sick in his stomach,

The boy dove into the water,
The boy dived info the water,

Those children were not raised properly,
Those children were not brought up properly.
Those children were not reared properily.

I walked up early this morning,
I awakened early this morning,
I woke up early this morning,
I wakened early this morning,

He lives on Jackson Street,
He lives in Jackson Street,

We stood in line.,
We stood on line.

It is quarter tiil eleven,
It is quarter of eleven,
It is quarter to eleven,
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I sweated all sfternoon yesterday,
I sweat ail afternoon yesterday.

What conclusion about regional dialects can you draw from the above exer~

cise? Your teacher will help you find out which expressions are most come~
raon in your own region,

Ezercise 2. The fellowing sets of words are used by educated people
living in various parts of the United States, The words in each set refer to

the same object or thing, Mark those words which you use in talking with
your friends,

pail faucet stoop
bucket sricket porch
spigot

swill corn meal pudding brook
garbege hasty pudding run
slop mush branch

creek
claphoards andirons lightwood
weatherbeards fire dogs fat pine
weatherboarding dog irons fatwood
siding kindling
angleworm pancake dragon fly
earthworm fritter darning needle
rainworm hotcake snake feeder
fishworm flannel cake mosauito hawk
dew worm batter cake snake doctoxr
raud worm
johnnycake ' cottage cheese cherry pit
corn bread curds cherry seed
corn pone Dutch cheese cherry stone

clabber cheese

What other conclusion can you make about regional dialects afier doing the
above exercise? Your teacher will help you discover which words are pre-
rerred in your region,

Exercise 3. The foliowing exercise contains pronunciations which are
used by educated people living in various parts of the United Statesa, Mark
those pronunciations which you use in talking with friends.

greasy ~~ with an g sound, as in say
greasy -= with a 2 sound, as in freeze
can't == with the sound of 3, as in father
can't == with the sound of ai, as in paint

can't -« with e gound of a, as in cat
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creek =~ with the sound of i, 28 in bit
creek «-  with the sound of e¢, as in gheep

path -~  with the sound of @, as in father
path - with the sound of a, as in cat

barn ==  with the sound of a in father, and approximately
the r in rat
barn ==  with the sound of a in father, but no r sound

either =~-  with the soundof e, as in he
either ~~  with the sound of i, as in bife

ate =~  with the sound of a, as in paint

ate ==  with the sound of ¢, as in pet

caich -~  with the scundof g, as in cat
.catch =~  with the sound of 2, as in fetch

Your teacher wiil %elp you decide which pronunciations are most common
in your region. In what three ways do regional dialects differ from each
otrer? Do the lesders of our state and country use oaly one regional dia=-
lect? Is any one dialect considered the best?

Ill, SOCIAL LEVELS OR DIALECTS

You have found that everyone in America speaks a dialect of American
English, Both educaied and uneducated alike use words, pronunciations,
and exprecsions which identify them as speakers of one regional dialect or
another. But you have probably not’ced that educated and un:ducated people
in your neighborhood do not speak exactly alike., The speech habits of the
educated or the uneducated can be called dialects, also, since the circume
stances fit the definition for dialect given on page 2 of this unit. The ed-
ucated people form a speech community, just as the people in your home
town or your region of the country form a speech community, A person can
be 2 member of several speech communities at the game time. The ed-
ucated people have certain langnage habits in common, and the same can be
said of those who have had less education, Ve call such levels of language

social dialects, They have been prodaced by social forces, especially ed=
ucation,

Social dialects are different from each other i he same waye that
regional dialects differ: pronunciation, vocatalary, and senience siructure,
Your teacher may choose to read to you some examples of social dialects
in literature. For example, Huck Finn, an uneducated boy, speaks to Mary
Jane Wilks, a daughter of educated parents, in Chapter 28 of Huckleberry
Finn, The differences between Mary Jane’s speech and Huck’s speech alv
very obvious, For example, Huck says things like "took up, "' "nobody don't!'
and "they ain't going to get no money. ' Mary Jane, on the other hand, says
"They sha'n't touch a hair of your head" and "I won't do so any more, "

Do not confuse social dialects with regional dialects, Perhaps the
folloving discussion will help you keep the distinction clearly in mind, In
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America, rno single regional dielect has hecome the model for all speakers,
In England, however, it is the dialect of the educated Londoner which is
considered 'the best," But the President of the United States may continue
to use his regional dialect in all situations, The late President John F.
Kennedy always spoke the dialect of Boston, which contrasts sharply with
the dialect of the Southwest epoken by President Lyndon B, Johnson. But
you should notice that our Presidents, as well ag other national and state
leaders, all use the particular dislect spoken and written by the educated

people within their own regions. In other words, the Standard English of

Americans will vary somewhat from region to regicn. The English spoken

and written by educated people in New S?ork City will not be identical with
that of California or Alabama, Standard American English is by definitica

the dialect spoken by educated Americans, regardiess of the region in which
they live,

Perhaps the following exercise wiii help you understand what is meant
by social dialects., Remember this: regional dialects are mainiy the re-
sult of where a person lives; social dialects are mostly a resuit of how
much schooling a person has had, One of the most important things you will
ever learn in school is to write and speak the dialect of educated people in
your community.

Exercise 4, Standard English, The following list contains expressions
which are found in the speech of the educated, and other expressions which
are found only in the speech of the uneducated. After those expressions
which you think educated people would use in conversation, write the word
giandard, After those expressions which you believe only an uneducated
person would use, write the word substandard,

I feel quite spry today,
Jack isn't to home today.
You=~uns hetter quit that,
Who did you see on the bus ?
They ain't gonna give up,
That boy has been dogbit.
He fell outn the bed.

Bob dove inito the water,
The garbage pail stank,
The wind blowed it down,
He had to wait till I came,
Leave me be!

His clothes fitted weil,

He behaves pretty weli,

It's me, your neighbor,

I dreamt last night,

I might could get it for you.
I brung my coat along.

You hadn't ought to do that!

Your teacher will help you correct your list of labels, Which expressions
were hardest {o label as standard or gsubstandard? Do the substandard ex=
pressions get the meaning across as well as the standard forms ? Why don't
educated people approve of the substandard forms? What happens when you
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use a substandard expression, such as "'l brung it, " in a situation where sev-
eral educated people are present? Why are only standard forms and ex~

pressions taught in school? Your teacher will help you arrive st satisfactory
answers to the above questions,

IV. FUNCTIONAL VARIETIES CF STANDARD ENGLISE

You may also have noticed that both educated and uneducated people
chsige their style of speech in different situations. For example. compare
the way you talk to your brother or sister at home with the way you talk
when argwering a question in clasa, You use certain pronunciations, words,
and expressions in your own home that you do not use in the classroom, I
is not Like'y that you would speak to a stranger in the same way you speak
to your parents. Similarly, your father changes his way of talking when he
speaks to a large group of people. Under these conditions, his language is
quite different from the language he usez at the breakfast table., These dif-
ferent ways of talkingarenot referred to as dialects. You should think of
them as different stylee of ianguage within your dialect of American English.
Perhaps you are already very clever at changing your style of speech to fit
particular situations,

One problem which comes up in schoolwork is that you very often iry
to write your language in the game way that you speak it informally, This
is perfectly all right when you are writing a story and want to show how
people are actually talking, " But when you are writing reports o.» themes,
another style of English is needed. When ysur teacher crossss out ceriain
Words on your papers, he simply weais you to use words that are morzs wp-
propriate to written Englishi, The teacher knows ‘hat you say "'wanna, ' but
you .nust write "want to." You also need to use different styles of writing
for different writing tasks, VWhen writing a letter to a friend, you do not use
the same words and expressions that you would u3e in a report for a history
class. One of your biggest jobs is to learn to choose those words and ex-
pressions which are just right for the situaiion. You have tc decide what
kind of language your audience expects, and then vou must use that style in
the best way you can, ~

Standarcd, as used in this unit is a label used to indicate that a word or
expression i3 used by educated Americans in some type of speech or writ-
ing. Substandard, on the other hand, is a label which means that an ex=
pression 1s not used by educated people in America, It is important to no=
tice that some forms of standard English are acceptable in speech but usu-
ally not in writing,

Spoken standard English., Educated speakers of English use different
styles of speech in different situaticns, These differences in style may be
seen in the choice of certain words, in the use of certain expressions, and
even in the pronunciation of words. When yon are in a very formal situ~
ation (for example, giving a talk before z large group), you change your
style in several ways. You avoid slang expressions known only to you snd
your ciose friends, you avoid certain contrections (shortened forms), and
you try to pronounce your words in the way you have heard educsted people

pronounce them. An example of a formal speech follows:
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g:r example %f'h a %orm'?!l sgeech bygx*esidem Jorn Fe
nnedy, see The New York Times Western Edition, -
November 19, 1963, p. "2 fromanadgrsae to the Intere
American Press Association begirning "Asd it is on the |
Alliance for Progrees....  and ending ", ., fruits of prograsa, ")

But when ycu are in a very informal situation (fox example,
talkipg to your best friend), you use a very diffevent style of speech.
You often use slang terms which have specisl meaning for only you
two, you use contractions freely, and you use expressions and pro~
aunciations that you probaoly never would use among strangers, An
example of informal conversation foliowss

{for exemple of an informalconversation, see Walter

Van Tiiburg Clark's The Ox-Bow %dant, New York:

. 'The New American Library of World Literature, inc,,
1960, p, 27, beginning "He didn't use his £Is%, ... " and
ending ", ., and gave him the sack,”)

Between the two extremes illustrated above, you have many styles
which are suited for other situations, An educated person is likely
to heve many more speaking styles than an uncducated ore, since
the educated person will probably need to change his apsech to fit

& grester mumber of social situstions., One of the things you should
learn in school is to change your speaking and writing styles so that
your use of language will be acceptable in whatever situation you
Iace, One styls of English will ot do for 23} situations, The
f%hg exercise wili help you see how speech changes with the
situation,

Exercise 5, Styles of Spoken %‘“?} Arrange the following
'SI%; of explges's';‘.ons in desceading order, from formal i: informal,
[hat is, place
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the cnes you would use in formsl siwations above those you would use in

more informal ones, Then, if you wisn, after sach expresaion write the

number {cr numbers) of the siwation (or situations) in which you would uze e

them. 'Tho situalions are as follows: (1) in an interview on telsvision, ¥y

(2) .in enoral report in cluss, (3) in a conversation with a zeacher, (4) A

| in & conversation with & fellow student who is not a ciese friend, {8)ina it
- nuermal conversation at home, or {6) none of thesa, s

» | I don't have any. , .
‘ : I haven* any. -
I have nine, R

I haven': got any,

L 3

Who'<i you speak t0? - i

Who'd vou talk to?
‘Te whom did you speak?

Who did you spesk to? ;e
I don't feel well, . v
I am not well, {”’*
I'm sick, EW
I feel badly. i
ifeel bad, i
Thanks for the invitation, o
Thank you {or the invitation,
Thanks for the invite,
I thank you for the invitation. 22
Can I help you? e
Cin i help you? =
Moy I halp you?
Aren’t I? 4.
Ain't 17 \ i
Am T not? i
Your teacher wiil help you decide upon the most appropriate erder.
You and your elassmates mey disagree mn the arrsugement of the expres~

sions which 2re nsither very formal nor very informal, Should the expres« K
siong used in informal situations be caiied "bad” English? Are any of the
apeaking styles you use considered the '"besi' one? Which of the expres-

sions axe often conzldared substandard English? Fer example, some pex-

sons would never use the sxpression "Ain‘t I'* in any situation, formal ox
informal, %
. Written standard Englizh, Fducated writers of English do not use the
same style of wiiting in all situations, A written repoxrt for a class agsign=
ment calls for & different style of English from the one you wonld use in e
letter to 4 friend. Very informal styles of writing are much like gpoken =
English, For sxample, rather short aentences, coniractions, and even o
slang or colloquial terms are usad in very informal writing.
The kind of writing thet you tind in newspapers and magazines and in
Y e TRy R A g R R T T : y A g
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the perscnal letiers of educated pecple can be called informsl
Standard English. For sxample, the sports page of a mationaliy=
‘ known newspaper carzied the faliowing quetation:

| (For quotation, see Ed Rumili's "Alston Sparke L. 4,
i Consistency, " from The Christiaa Science Monttor,

b ] - - YR A DA 3 A e S TN
vuy &5, 18585, p, 7, beginning “through weekend
action, .o, zud ending ., , jewel of consistency, ")

Another kind of written Englich, which might well be ealled
"general English, " seems to stand halfway betweea the informal
writing guoted above and the mors formal wriling of moany serfous

essays and books, Here is an example of general English taken
from a handbock of English usage:

{For example, see Portsr G, Perrin aad George H,
Smith!s Handbook of Current English, published by

Scott, Forgmen and Co,, Chicago, 'féss, bs 20,

beginning "Good judgment in choice of the EpPropriate. .,

L)

and ending ". . . more likely to be Formal. *)

Formal writing aveids the use of coniractions, slang ex-
pressions, and vocabulary which are characteristic of speech,
Formal writing contains longer, more complex senionces, and
the ideas are avranged in 2 more orderly fashion. Formeal writtes
English is the language styls used in some texibooks, An exampie
of formal writing fellowss

D e AP RN U AT A i - I ot B Y B

(For example of formal wiiting, see Helge Klkeritz!
Shakesveare's Pron clation, published by Yale Urdversity
Press, New Haven, 1959, r 4, ‘ “When Shakespears

was lured to seek,,.. " and ending ... making his way in the
world, "'}

~ %ﬁ% 1e3 of Writ
sets of expreseions in descending

TR
ingiing, Arrange the following
81, [rore formal to informal,

Then, "if yo: wish, after each ern write the pumben {or msmbers)
5 of the aituation {or aitustions) in which you would use %, The
situations are 23 follows: (1) inan easay dealing with 2 serious
« subject, (2) in an article writien for the School paper, {3) in a laiter

to u friend ip another elty, (4) in a nite o o brother o gister, or
€5) none of thesea,
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I've got no uge for it,
I've no uge for it.

I have no use for it,
Got no use for it,

I've got a date with him,

I have a date with him,

1 have an appointmant with him,
I've been dzting him,

I don't kncw whoin I'11 vote for,
I den't know who 7111 vote for,
I have niot decided for whom I shall cast iy ballot,

Politics is one subject about which pecple are curious,
Politics is one thing people are curious about,

That is really a thriller,
That is a reel thriller,
That is a veal adventurs,
That ig real thrilling,

The reason he is late i3 beczuse he got lost,
The reason he ig lete is the% he became lost,

He went a little way down the road,
He went a little ways down the road,

Why are some of the above expressions not used in formal writien
English® Sheuld the eypressinas used only in informal written English be
labelsd "bad" English? Remember that it is the writer's jo» to choose
thoge expressions which are most appropriate to his subject, his readers,
and his purpose for writing,

V. REVIEW

In this unit you discover that there are several kinds of American
Znglish, You learn that the word dialect is used to identify the langusge
habits of a gingle group of people. ~You find that there are three main
regional dialects in the United States: Northern, Midland, and Southern.
In the western siates, these dialecis are very often mixed together,

Another important idea in this unit is that within any regional dialect
you can find language differences brought about by education, Some words,
: pronunciations, and expressions are used only by people who have had very
. littile schooling, Other language habits are found only in the speech and
writing of people who have had several jears of educetion beyond high school,
f These two levels of language are culled social dialects, The Janguage of the
educated people is the one taught in schools, and it is called gtandard Englicn,
The language used by unedusated pecple is called substandard English, and

it is quite appropriate for use in 3ituations where ihe ofhor speakers use the

same diaiect,
£ Q - i
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Finally, you find that within standard English (or substandard English)
there are reveral differeat giyles of speaking and writing, These differant
styles range from those whick are very formal to those which are very in~
formal, The words and expressions ugsd in spoken Enﬁlieh are very often
not aceeptable in written English, hut they are equally "correct” when used
in appropriate situations. In conclusion, you iearn thot your job as & writer
or speaker is to choose the most appropriate words and expressions to fit
your subject, your audience, and your purpose, ’

Vi, RELATED ASSIGNMENTS

You and your classmates should be alert to the possibilities for ob=
serving sxamples of both regional and social dialects in your home, your
neighborhood, in schoel, and on television and radio, Perhaps one of your
classmates comes from 2 different region of the United States and can ex-
plain how his language habits are different from those of your own region.
Perhaps you can find a play which contains some kind of dialect; it might
be fun to dramatize part of it ia classg,

Your teacher may wish to have you atiempt one or more asgignments
which are related to your study of regional and social dialects, In trying
to apply your knowledge t0 a new asc.gnment, you will probably find out
kow well you have studied this unit,

SUMMARY QUESTIONS:

1., *2ow do you think various languages {(dialecis} may have developed?

2, What makee language change and new dialects develop?
a. How did new conditions and geography make changes in the
langusze spoken by Englishmen who came here to sattle after the
year 1667? How did new inventions change the language?

v, How did irnmigration from Europe help change American
English into a different variety of English? Does an educated
American sound the same as an educated Englishman? 1Is the
Englishman's English "better'?

3. Which of the regional dizlects in America is rated the highest
socially?

4, Do you think the differences in the spoken language in various sec~
tions of our country are likely to increase or decrease in your lifetime?
Give reasons for your answer,

5. What do we mean by the term standard English? What advantage
does this Emnglish have over dialecis used in certain regions or by small
groups within a community?

6, What are the chiel differences between speaking and writing? To
what extent do we use & diflerent style of anguage in each? Think of
some examples of these differences,

. - W v
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7. What ig the differcnce between formal language snd informel lan-
muage? Does this difference occur only in "standard'' Englivh? Does
it occur only in writing? or only in speech?
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Student Version

USING THE DICTIONARY

Lesson Cne

You are about to do a number of assignments that are intended to
serve as an orientation to your dictionary, Orientation may not mean
much & you., Open your dictivnary and find a meaning for the word which
you feel will fit your lesson today, It is likely that you will find a
definition like this: '"the process of being oriented, " or "the act of
orienting, " Obviously, you still don't know much about the meaning of
oriemtstion, You will either have to read on for another meaning or
turn back to the root word orient and find the meaning there, If you have
done tlis, you are now partially oriented, because you have found your
way in a small section of the dictionary, '

Have you ever been told by a teacher to look up a list of words,
and have you jumped at the first meaning given or made a mistake in
pronouncing the word, only to receive a poor grade or a big laugh?
Maybe this was because you had never really gotten your bearings in
the dictionary,

Every dictionary has a personality of its own, The publishers do
not design their dictionaries exactly alike, It is helpful to have several
different dictionaries available so that you can compare them to see
how the publishers handle :_2ir material. Let's take proper names,
for example. Some include all of them right along with other words in
the main part of the dictionary, while others use special s~ctions, usually
at the back, for geographical names and places and for biographical names.

Now look in ycur dictionary tc see where your publisher lists these
words: Australia Mt, Hood Francis Bacon

All dictionaries will have a table of contents, Did you look for one
in yours o see if there was a geographical and a biographical section
Lefore you looked for the words in the main part of the dictionary?

If you did, ycu are a thinker!

Some dictionaries have a time-saving device in the form of a
thumb index to indicate where to find the words beginning with g, b, ¢,
etc. The index may also use abbreviations such as "Biog'' (Biographical
Names) znd "Gaz" (Gazetteer) to indicate the location of the special
gev tions,

Now continue looking at your dictionaries and list 10 statements
about the sections or the informaticn you can find; for example, ''Voec-
abulary entries are in alphabetical order and ave printed in bold-faced
type" or "The r_ Company's dictionary has a section
in the back called a Gazetteer which gives geographical names, "'

After you have completed your lists, you may share them with the
class, As the lists are read, you may add te your list any facts whichyou




have overlocked and which apply to your dictionary, Perhaps you will
work in groups with each group using a different publisher's dictionary,

L.eason Two

Whenyou look up a word, you are confronted by a number of abbre=-
viations which may be corfusing, Afier the bold-faced entry, the phonetic
spelling is given to show how to pronounce the word. Then you will
see a small italic letter with a period~-n,, v., or some similar symbol,
This gives the part of speech {noun, verk, etc.,). Some dictionaries
next give a series of words and abbreviations, some cf themn probably
in italics and all inside brackets, This shows the etymology or origin
of the word. The abbreviations indicate from what language or languages
the word came, In some dictionaries the etymology is given after the
meanings., To understand the abbreviations you will have to consuit
the list of abbreviations or the etymology key, Check your table of contents
for its locatiom,

You may also see the abbreviation pl, after the preliminary entries.
This, of course, stands for plural and is given before the pluxals of
rouns whic’ are irregular=-that is, they form their plurals in some
other way than by adding s or es, You may alsc find a 1list of verb forms
if the main entry is a verb and f2>rms its tenses irregularly, that is,
in some other way than by adding d or ed,

HEwerciges

1, Most dictionarizs list abbreviations with the main entries, Use
either the key or the alphabetical list of eniries %o explain:

E, OF Sp. Skt. (or Skr.) Gr, (or Gk.)
Ve fem, masc, n. Ital (or I, )
adj. var, Vet pl. p. part.

2, Look up these verbs and give their tense forms., (Remember, if
they are regular, tense forms will not be given, )

sit fly walk drink pay
3. Using your dictionary, give ihe piural spellings of these worde:
gister~in-law house mouse oxX fish
L.esson Thre2

Dictionaries formerly listed foreign words and phrases in a separate
section at the back., Perhaps you can find an old edition at hom:e that does
80, Now it is becoming common for such words to be included in the
main section in their proper alphebetical order., Thare are severs! ways
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of indicating that thay cre from 2 foreign language, Some dictionaries
use two parallel bars before the word to show that, while the word is
freguently used in English speech and writing, it is still not completely
an English word, Some dictionaries us+ italics to indicate a foreign
word, Others give the entry, its pronunciation, and then print the name
of the language from which it comes in italics just before the definition,

Exercises’

1, To see how your dictionary indicates foreign words, look up these
four words, and give their pronunciations and definitions:
hors d'oeuvre kamerod coup d'etat faux pas

2, Look up the eatries headed bon and see how many words you can
find that come direcily from the ¥rench but are now so commonly used
that they are no longer marked to indicate a foreign woxd,

3. Do you suppose we are absorbing more or fewer foreign words into
our language? Give reasons for your answer,

Sevecal dictionaries have a section called "New Words" or "Addenda,"
usually in the front, However, there seems to be a tendency for the
newer editions to list nrew words .n the main section.

Exercises

1, Use your dictionary to find the meaning of hedgehop and tell where
it was 1listed. :

2, Now look up these new words, giving the meanings and telling how
they are listed: .reactor transistor radar gatellite

3, Do you know of any words which used to be slang and are now accepted?
Why do you think these words become a part of standard English?

Lesson Four

Have you ever realized that the dictionary is a sort of capsule
encyclopedia? It contains a wealth of material that you might never
think of looking for in a dictionary, You may use it to discover the meaning
of terms from fields as widely separated as cooking and mythology,
music and engineering, medicine and fortune-telling, etc. You may
find diagrams, tables of money, weights, and measures, and illustrations
of everything firom an abacus to a zither,

Below are some questions over & wide range of subjects which can
be answered by using almost any standard dictionary, After you have
found your answers, you might like to work out some questions of your
own for your classmates to answer. You might like to work in groups
and choose categories, such as mythology, music, biography, agriculture,
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ete,, from which to draw your questions,

Exercises

1, What is the Eternal City?

2, What would you do if your received this instruction: ''Cut a piece
of cloth 12 inches long on the bias''?

3. What was Bif-ost?

4, Someone calls your best friend an extrovert, Is it safe to associate
with her any more?

5, How many countries use the dollar as a monetary unit ?
6. Why was Cassandra unhappy?

7. If someone calls you a2 "Mrs, Maleprop" what have you probably
done?

8. How many drams in an cunce?

9. Would you hire Medea for a baby sitter? Why or why not?

10. Some dictionaries include a list of common English given names,

If you look ) the name Sylvester you will find it means " of the woods., "

Robert means ''bright infame," Laurie is a form of Lawrence from. an
ancient Roman city's name,

A lock at this section of the dictionary shows that a populaxr newspe per
column might be headed "Dear Joy," and its rival might as well be calied
'Dear Grace." Can you guess why?

It you can secure a dictionary with a given-names section, check
to see if your own names are listed and what they mean.

Summary Exercises

Now that you have completed the orientation part of your dictionary
werk, you may do the exercises below as a review and summary lesson,

i, What guide words are given at the top of page 123 of the dictiorary
you have?

2, What do guide words indicate?

3. On a page headed by the guide words secrete-gsedition, which werds
from this list would be included:

sedate seething sedimentary gsecret service

savant secrecy severe seldom sensitive




4, T.ook up these two words and give the guide words that appear on the
page where these woxas are found:
zenith pedagogue

Was Franz Josef Haydn younger than Wolfgang Mozart?

How old was Napoleon when he died?

~J (=] (9]
')

» Where is the Bay of Bengal?

8, Is there a section of new words in your dictionary? If there is,
look up two of them and give their definitions,

9. On what page is the pronunciation key?
10, Give a page on which an illustration may be found,

11, For what do these abhreviations stand:
lat. edit. A. B. Ao Mo

If your dictionary has no special section for abbreviations, where
did you find the meanings of these?

12. Arrange these five words in alphabetical order:

subsidiary subsidy subsidiarily subsistence
subsidization

13, How are syliable divisions indicated in your dictionary? Using your
dictionary's method of showing the divisions, indicate the syllables for
these words:

grommaticality reticent geocentric

typewriter individual

Lesison Five

One part of pronunciation that we must gtudy is syllabie-division,
You are probably quite well-skilled in dividing words into syllables
from the spelling and reading training you have had, Do you remember
these basic rules for dividing words into syllables:

1, Every syllable has one vowel sound or one speech sound, {Some
endings such as dle, sle, cle, etc,, do not have a conventional vowel
gound, but do count as syllables,

2, Syllables usually divide between two consonants occurring together,
double or not, as win-dow, tab-let, val-lay,

3. Prefixes and suffixes are syllables--un, ex, less, ist.




Exercises
1, Divide these words by thie above rulss and then check with your
dictionary: character convention enrolimen’

bundle recent drizzle icicle uncoordinated

2. It is likely that you can divide nonsense words in a sensible fashion
and could then pronounce them,

Tlanese anitalbansnan Ynid11d .~ hmuwn orovnm
“dge VEMWwRGAL DAVG 1 23 WULE VUV O

frumious bandersnatch

Accent is another important part of English pronunciation, Accent

is ordinarily indicated in dictionaries by marks that look like apostrophes
and appear after the accented syllabie,

Many words have one heavily accented syllable and cne more lightly
accented, In this case the heavy acceut is indicated by a darker mark
than the lightly stressed one, as in mul'ti pli ca’tion,

One easy way to improve your pronunciation is to remember that
the English language tends to favor one heavily accented syllable per
word, while other vowels are passed over more lightly,

Exercise
1, Using the accent marking system followed by your dictionary,

leok up and indiecate the accents for these words:
interrupt spectacle execution intuition unconventional

Lesson Six

Every dictionary gives a guide to promunciation in the front or tke
back. Inaddition, keys to the pronun ciation system are often printed
at¢ the bottom of the pages all through the dictionary so that you can quicicly
find out how any of the words on a particular page are pronounced, without
either having to memorize the key or turn to another part of the dictionary
to find it., Check your dictionary for the pronunciation key. It is vezy
important,

The symbols in the key represent only cne gound each, The marks
above the letters are called diaeritical markinga, You don't need to
Jearn tlenames of all these marks or memorize what they mean, since
not aii dictionaries use them to mean the same things. But you do need
to learn how to use them in finding the promanciation of words,

Suppose, for example, you want to know how to p.oncunce '"rogue."
Your dictionary may put '(x3g)" right after the word. ‘Then you look
at the key to find an o with a line over itas in "rog'; ycu may find it
in "over."” This simply meens that the o in "rogue” is pronounced
like the 0 in "over" and of course you see that the -ue is not ccunded

at all. L
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'Or take V"syx}'onym" as another example, You may find it rewritten
?i?c ‘(tifn’ ° niz,rin)l. I your key, i islikethei in "if," ande is
e the 2 in "alone,

Perheps you want to know how to pronounce '"pythen,' You find
it rewritten as "'(pi” thdn, --thon,"” This means that there are two
ways of pronouncing the name of this snake. Ycur key will show you
that T is like the i in "ice," and'® is like the o in 'hot," Inthe
other pronunciation, you already know that @ is like a in 'alone,”

Exercise

1, Look up and practice pronouncing these words:
piano governor theater orchestra poem
interesting athletic library immediately
Des Moines Becthoven

Lesson Seven

Have you ever iried to lock up a word in the diction2ry and failed
because you didn®t know how 'o spell it? This frequentiy happens because
the English Jznguage has so rrany spellings that do not seem to agree
with the way the words snnzd,

~ Some dictionaries give charts of the common spellings of Engl ish,
usually at the front <€ the book. These can help you to see some of
the letier combinations which give trouble. Such a list will show thac
the sound of ou may be spelled as in house or bough or now, and that
sh may ve ocean, she, sure, tigsue, creation, temsion, conscience,
pshaw, special, machine, or fuchsia,

If you do not have available & list of the common English spellings,
perhaps your c¢lass could work out such a list ona chart and keep it on
display., Or you could keep such a chart in your notebock,

Homonyms are words which sound alike but are spelled differently.
English has a great msay of these, like ewe-you, doe~dough, pear-pare-pair,
Ste, See if yeu e2z: think of ten sets of homonyms and write them down,

Your list of homonyms will help to show you the many sound and
letter combinations which present problems when you are looking for
worde in the dictionary, FProbably you are most concerned with the beginning
sounds and spellings when using the dictionary, (Can you explain why?)
Your list of homonyms may have shown you several letter combinations
that are common at the beginning of words, such as nand kn, r and wr,
wh and i, £ and ch, and soon. In addition, you may have found many

other combinations which sound alike but are spelled differently, such
as ai and ea, oe and ough, ite and ight, eic,

gy s - — - . B e e o ot s it o o
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Lesson Eight -

Dictionaries are probubly used most frequently for the meanings
of worde, Often people who know all the meciianies of the dictionary and
can locate words very guickly, still kave a good deal of trouble digging
out the proper meaning, Sowmetimes they are ina hurry and snatch
at, the first entry or the first meanirg given, This haste can result -,

in some fooligh and erxbarrassing mistakes in using words,

Have you heard about homographs ? Homographs are words with
exectly the same spelling and often with the same pronunciation, but with
different meanings and origins. There will be separate entries for these
words since they reslly are different although they look alike on the surface,

Diciionary editors number these homographs io remind the users
to look at the otlier entries if the first one is not the right one, These
numbers are usually slightly raised and may be either at the right or
left of the bold-faced entry, Most dictionaries list homographs in his~

torical order, which means chat the earliest meanings are given first,
and the most rzcent ones last,

Since each homograph may have several definitions, you must be
careful to choose a meaning which makes your sentence say what it
is intended to say, Don't choose an adjective meaning when the word
you are looking up is & noun or a verb,

Exercises

l. Look up these words and note the homographs listed for eackh:
rung see share stake reel saw angle

2. Look up these words and tell the total of the numbered meanings for
each maimn entry:

do pass  fall get 1leg  bill  high

3. Give a noun meaning and a verk meaning for each of these words and
then use ench in & sentence, indicating which part of speech you are
using: coat sugar  crive load love

4, Give an adjective meaning and a2 noun meaning for each of the following

words and then use them in sentences, labeling each as to part of
speech used: iron sport paper ocean wool

Legson Nine

1n addition to locking up words to see how they are defined, you may
also use the dictionary to add spice to your writing, Synonyms are a
magic ingredient, and finding ¢the:n seems simple enough, However,

the wrong synonym can spoil the flavor of your writing, so choose with
care,




Suppose you had written this: -

"Sheer terror had gripped the island ever since the revolution,
Now the dicta',;cor and his garg were firmly established and ruled by
sheer force,

As you read this over, you notice that you have repeated the word
gheger, so you flip your dictionary pages to the entry sneer and find listed

% ad o ansZd a - .
a8 synonymsa: unacalterated, pure shsshite zad ubter,

Unadulterated sounds impressive Lut let’s see if if is expressive
of your meaning, A look at the dictionary shows you that unadulterated
ig listed after the prefix un, but no meaning is given, You know that you
shogld turn to the root word, adulterate, and you find that this means
to “lower the quality by adding inferior material," The synonym
debased is alge given, You decide to forget about unadulterated be-
cause it deesn't quite fit, and you check on the other synonyms for gheer.
¥You finally decide to say that the dictator and his gang ruled with
absolute force, Vou have learned an important lesson if the synonyn.
dees not fit smoothly and express exactly the meaning you intend, it
is not the synonym {o use, no matter how impressive it may sound,

Exercisesg

Find synonyms to fit these serntences and rewrite the sentences, A/ub-
stituting the synonym for the unde: lined word,

1, He had no particular news,

2, He was stingy in his dealings,
3. He lives in a frugal manner,
4

- 'The appearance of the old house forebodes danger,

5. Fate was determining the man's future,
B, Sue sav. ‘ered to her friend's house,

Were you careful to make your synonyms in the same verb form
a8 the underlined words. Did you add ing, ed, 8 when needed?

7. See syour dictionary to help you find 10 words to indicate ways of walking,
(Hint: See sentence no, 6, above, )

8. List five verbs which shew ways of making a loud noise,

9. Find five adjectives for swell (that is, ones expressing approval),
10, Ldst four nouns for girl,

11, List six verbs which could be substituted for run and three for ran.

12, List eight adjectives you could use instead of cute, which is over=
worked and ugually not very meaningful,




