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THE NOUN PHRASE

In our first discussion of the kernel sentzace we discovered
that we could divide the sentence into two parts, which we calied
the Verb Phrase and the Noun Phrase. We are now ready to look
at the Noun Phrase and 2 analyze the paris that go into it. We
will try to find oui Giow the complex noun pnrases which we speas
every day zrow out of (are generated by) the noun phrases of the
kernel seutencesg.

Exercise 1:

Copy the following sentences and put a plus between
the NP part and the VP part, as we did in the exercise
on the kernel sentence, Then underline the NP, Re-
member that the division doesn’t necessarily come in

the middle.
Example: The boyt slept.

[ 2]
®

The boy slept.

The house buirned down.

The cat climbed the tree.

A monkey threw the banana.
A jeep goes everywhere,

An apple rolied awsy.

Some books were left here.
The idea pleasza me.

Tkese people have built & swimming pool.
The smoke rose slowly.

That school ig my alma mater.

M OOXGNON D WN
e o o o o

We see that everyone of these Noun Phrases contains two
words. Try to arrange these words in the NP in two columns,
placing the words that seem to act like "the" in one column and
the ones that seem to act like ""boy" in the secord column. In
what way do the words in ycur second column sesm to be alike?
In what way do the words in your sirst colaumn scem to be slike?
We call words like those in the sccond column (boy, houge, cat,
etc. ) nouns and we use the symbol N to indicate thern. The words
like those in the second column (the, a, that, these, some, etc.}
we call determiners and use the symbel T to indicate them. The
most common determiners of English ara a, a2n, the, that, this
those, these, scme, any. ‘They are always sttached to a noun it
a noun phrage,

Now, of course, in the sentences of real lifs, the Noun Phrase
part of the sentence usually has more than two words. As we
found in our discussion of the kernel sentence, a simple noun
phrase such as "The teakettle” can be expanded in many ways.

It is important to remember, though, that in the Xnglish sentence
the Neun Phrase is an essential part and that we rewrite it 8
T+ N. Sometimes thie ssgential Noun Phrase ig called the
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subject. We wouldn't have a sentence without it.

Exercise 2:
Copy the following sentences and fill in the blanks
with appropriate nouns ‘o make English sentences.

(]

[ a *

O aF U WEI
®

10.

i3.
14,
15.

The

ran guickly,,

The _

gave them some money.

A

lort the book,

This

is our father,

The

borrcwed two eggs.

Some

knocked on the door.

Taat

_makes me angry.

These
The

are bard toc understand.

are our friends.

The

contains oranges.

An

fell from the iree,

Those
That

were burned down.

gurprised me.

This

__spreads the blacktop.

Some

lies on the floor,

Exerecise 3;
Copy the following sentences and fill in the blanks
with appropriate determiners.

e o ¢ < e & & o

b
QRPN DN -

<

figh grabbed the worm.,

womean washed th2 dishes.

bell rang in the distance.

people came to see the car,

airplane circled akbove the fog.

deer kit the car.

children stepped in the wet cement.

book belongs to me,

“pictures came from the art gailery,

_parts are difficuit,

Eerhaps you r.ave baen wondering about the noun phrases you
found in othewr paris of the sentence. You may remember that in
car discussicn of the Verb Phrase we noted -hat English sentences
begin with two essential parts, the Noun "hrase and the Verb Phrase,
But we also noted that if the Verb of the Verb Phrase turns out to
be a mid verb us in Rule (9), or 2 trensitive verb as in Rule {19},
it is foliowed by a Noun Phrase. Can yua remember where else
we found & noun phrase in the VP part of the sentence? {Look at
Rule 11,} In the preceding exercige can you find any Noun Phrases
hesides the essential Noun Phrase at the beginning of the sentence?
What are some characteristics of noun phrases?
Exercise 4:
Copy the follow.:nyg semiences, underline all the
noun phrases you can find and label the nouns N and

the determiners T,




Exarnple: A cricket crawled on the floor.

h 3
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The men gave the girl a present,
Some people calied on the Smitha,
The shirt was on the line, %

®©

This candidate will anawer the question.

A cloud hid the sun. -
Theose skis belong to the club. v~
The boy is wearing a coat. '
An orange would taste good.

The rurse will take these children to the hoapital, :
The child is a genius.
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This report will shed some light on the problem.

Those quarters are a part of that collection,
Some men climb this mcuntain without a rest. (N
These bincculars make that ship seem cloge.
This tunnel makes an escape possible, T
A part of that land will need some water.
An elephant can do that work without help. o

b

S

L 2

Notice that wherevar you find a noun phrase it is rewritten T+ N,

Detersainers Y

Exercigse 5:

Copy the following sentences and underline the noun
phrases, Then iry to decide if some of the noun phrases Y
at the beginning of the sentences are different from others. -
Whick ones do you feel are different? What is different
about them ? ' g -

The horses ran away.

The horae is a large animal,

Horses are large animails,

These people will be gone tomorrow.
People are funny.

The boy is a drummesz, ¢
Jerry ig a drummer. A\
The movie will be here tomorrow. A
It will be here tomorrow. L
16, Mathematics is an interesting subject, .
11, Magic is his hobby. N
12, The rice is cooking. i
13. Rice grows in Indonesia. @
14, Tom carried the ball,

15, He carried the ball,

16, The boy carried the ball.

Did you discover that some Noun Phrases are lacking a determiner?

Can you think of some other sentences in which you would not use

: a determiner in the noun phrase? How do you know when to place .o
i a determiner in front of the nour and when to leave it out? The .




ou
S m4 -
-

fact is that when you speak you automatically make the distinction

= and attach determiners to the nouns or leave them out, according
S to what is appropriate in English sentences. This is, of course,
9 yoar built-in grammar working.

\ Exercise 6:

Copy the following sentences and write determinars
in the blanks where they are needed, Leave the

hlanbe o mnee irlhana ovsmus sirneslsd ;mad wima o dodasireanlennea
RIBNLEIT WARAANMG) TTANGA T JWAU VIVIAIW MIVE URS 2 WUMTLGL ULAICE ¢

dincsaur was a large animal,
_dinosaurs are extinct.

water and oil do not mix,

water was shut off iast night.
radio was left on,

television is here to stay.

gold was mined in the idaho mountains.
_goid weighed thirteen pounds.
neighbors are away.,

_Smiths are away.

. He is away. N
. George is away.

- __raviar is a luxury.

. caviar is on the shelif.
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Sometimes we leave the space in front of the noun empty (with ne

S determinsr), How shall we indicaie this fact? We need a symbol

' for it so that when we maxe a string of elements in the noun phrase
we can fill the space where the determiner ordinariiy goes.

Again let us horrow s comcept from mathematics., It may he
that many of you are aiready familiar with this idea, In mathematics
we gay that we can have a set of items, which means a group of
items. We can have a set of all the chairs in the worid, or a set

of all the chairs in our town, or a set of alt the chairs in our scheol,
A If we want to talk about a small group of iterns within = set we say
that we are talking about a subset. All the chairs in our town are

a subset of all the chairs in the world, All the chziry in our schooi
are a subset of all the chairs in our town, and also a subset of

all the chairs in the world, A picture of this »elationship mizght
look like A Lelow,

4 3~/ __..All the chairs - 5N Children in
2k in the world // )3//? %\\&""the geventh

\ grade

~Girls in the
seventh grade

);x\.
>

‘

2

J/ Chairas in our
school

The picture labeled B above shows a set of children. We can
taik about the children in the sevenih grade as being a set of the
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b children in that seventh grade. All the girls in the seventh grade
would, then, be a subset of all the children in the scventh grade,
Suppose, however, that there weren't any girls in your seventia

& grade, How could we indicate that? In mathematics if a subset

; : doesn't have any members at all we say it is the empty set and
use ihe symbol @ to indicate it. Therefore, if we had a grade
that had only beys in it we wouid have to say thai the subset of
girls in that grade was the empty set. See A below.

A > y B

(_,Determiners

Girls in the
seventh grade

Now when we are talking about dewesmuners i sugusn sen-
terices we can say that we have a set of all determiners. A subset
of the set of determiners wouid be all '"the's''; another subset
would be all "a's”, etc. And if 2 noun doesn't select (doesn't
use) a determiner we could say thet it has chosen a member of
the einpty set. (Sece B above.) We used this notion before in
the discussion of the manner adverb (Rule (12) ).

Exercige T;

Copy ihc following sentences and fill in the Slanks
with a determiner, or with @ if the noun requires
that no deterniner be used.

y A, 1, Chinese are a noble pecple.

2, hat is more becoming than that one.

X 3, China is an ancient country.

3 4 you won't miss me.
" i blood was smeated on the steps. 2y
' 8, Korean enrolled in school this fall.
1. Kor-~ans are often teiented in music.

' 8. Koreans live in a divided ountry.
9, mammoth ig extinct,

10, _ mammoths lived in North America.

»' i1, “truck ran off the highway.

12, trucke are larger than station wagons.
13, Marie graduated at mid-term.

9 14, school is out for ihe summer,
A% 15, school won the tournament in debate.
; B, 1, __plants require more light,

2, courage is hard to measure,
a 3. settlers replaced the Indians.

4, rules make the game interesting,
- 5. ___ marble was used for the mantel,
o 6. - marble was an agate.

i 3
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people seldom learn from experience.
pecople moved away.

Clarinda fell from the horse.
Mathematics is my favorite subject.

(o N e e JEN

1

We can now use linguistic symbols to express the fact thai
noun phrases are rewritten as determiners plus nouns.

»

NP ~-=-> T4+N

Remember that T can be 2 / an, some, this / these, that / those, ar O.

The Pronoun

At this point we should talk about a special kind of noun which
appears frequently in noun phrases. Copy the following sentences
and underline the essential noun phrases (subject).

. The boys ran away from home..
They ran away from home.
An elk jumped the fence.
It jumped the fence.
e president made a gpeech.
He made a speech.
Margaret is the chairman.
She is the chairman.
9. You will never catch up.
10. Iicst my permit.
11. We will go on Friday.
12, This rain will last all day.
13. This will last all day.
14, These papers have been checked.
15. These have been checked.
16, That Buick is beautiful,
17. That is keautiful,

O ~JNUI W =

What did you underline in sentences 2, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 15,
and 17? How are the words yo» uadcrlined in these sentences dif-
ferent from thoss vou underlined in the other sentences? These
words have sometimes been called pronouns, probably because
they act like nouns. Actually they are a kind of noun. They are
used as the noun part of noun phrase. In sentence 12 what is

thig? But what iz it in sentence 13? What ig the dif  ence be-
tween these in sentences 14 and 15? What is the difference be-
tween that in 16 and 17°?

Do you feel there is any difference between the pronouns in
sentences 13, 15, and 17 and those in sentences 2, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10
and 117 We will talk about the difference at a laier time in our
study of the grainmar. Perhaps right now you would like {o know
that they, it, he, ghe, you, I und we are called personal proaouns.
Other forms are me, him, her, us, and them.

Look once more at the preceding sentences and try to decide whether
or not this particular kind of noun which we have underlined (the pro-
noun), selects a determiner or selects the empty sign.
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. In this section we have learned that NP is rewritten as T +
N, and that some nouns select the empty sign @_for the T,

Numbecr in Nouns

What else can we find out about the Noun Phrase? You may
remember that we call the NP that precedes the VP the subject,
but that there may be NP'sin other parts of the sentence.

1. The boy won the marble game.
The boys won. the marble game,

N
)

The hen laid the egg.
The hen 1laid the eggs.

3. The man started th- boat.
The men started the boat,

4. The arrow hit the deer.
The arrows hit the deer.

5. The oriole flew into the tree.
, The orioles flew into the trees.

Pick out the words that are different in each pair of sentences.
List the words in two columns, the word from the first sentence
in the first column and the word from the second sentence op-
posite it in the seccnd column.

For example: 1st column  2nd column

boy boys

V/hat kind of words have we listed? How do they differ? We
say that this difference in nouns is a matter of number. We use
the symbol NO to indicate this quality.

In Rule (7) we talked about number of the nouns in the Noun
Phrase. We found that the number of the noun in the Noun Phrase
before the verb controls the number of the noun in the Pred‘cate.
Every noun aas number, which attaches to it just as tense (Rule
(4) ) attaches to a verb. Number is indicated by the form the
noun takes, The symbol NO simply means that there is some-
thing about every roun which shows if it means "one" or "'more
than one." Let us write a rule which shows that every Noun
Phrase has numbeir and that it also has a determiner.

|  Rule(13) NP ~--=> T+ N+ N°. 1

Remember that wherever a Noun Phrase occurs in English
sentences it is rewrittenas T+ N+ N, V/e can show the way-
number attaches o nouns and whether the number means one

or more than one in this way:
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= T+ N+ NO --wothet boy+ (one) or the boy
T+ N+ N% --eenthe + boy+ (more than one} or the boys

Later we will use linguistic symbols which will stond for one and
[ more than one.

Exercige 8: , ‘
List all of the Noun Phrases in each of the foltowing
sentences. Then afier them show that they are

T + N + NC® Do it in this way:

Example: The cat caught some mice.
The cat T+ N+ N%--> the +cat + one---> the cat
some mice T+ N+ N%--.> gpme+t mouse¥ more than
one---> so0orne mice

The canary escaped.

A beatnik sang on the corner.

The singers pleased the audience.
Thig boy is a boxer.

These terriers belong to Mary.

The children are at the movie.

The giant hid in the cupboard.

The students were running in the hall,
That plane stood on the runway.

The women formed 2 club.

chﬂ?)m#w(@h‘

-

Exercise 7:

As far as you are able, generate the following sentences by
means of branching diagrams. That is, apply all the rules
you know so far, numbering each rule as you apply it. Ycur
diagram will be quite full of symbols. In ordei to keep them
straight it is convenient, after you have applied all the rules,
to bring down all of the symbols into a string, called the symbol
string. This will give a clear picture of the string of elements
which underlies each sentence.. Then convert the symbol
string into the sentence string by substituting worde for the
symbois. You will still have some symbols which du not
become words. Finally you should have the complete sen-
tence. Study the example before starting your own diagrams.

N w, .
1“(*\(.) e
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String:

Senterice The + treet one+ Past+ have +

String:

Sentence:

A.

¥
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L]

[y
Q
[ ]

- L] o

-G-
Sentence
N P (1)
Aux T Vaen (2)
Au{r\ﬁux 9 (3)
T'Ls (4)
1 Pesat (5)
| ! (have + en! {6)

Vin4 M?n (10)

l
i / Adj+ 1’)' (12}

T+ N+ NO(13) + ' ’ {

T+ N+ N°O + Past+ havet

I
!n*’ Vm"‘ Afi’lj“' iy
! / d
en+ fall‘*’

~N/ L L7

The tree fallen q.netly.

’

The cashier opened the register.
Mortimer has run eagerly.

Evil will befall him.

The thief was a crow.

The priest had seemed ill,

The class was praising the speech.
Some dog has been barking.

She will astonish the group.

Rice tastes good.

Crickets have been chirping merrily.

Some films should have arrived,

Sand is killing the grass.

The deer are becoming tame,

That bus would be late,

The door must be closed quietly.

The toaster has been throwing the toast violeatly.
They will have breakfast on the launch,

Some flavors seem flat,

Pandora might have been feeling curious.

10 Turpentine has been dripping steadily.

C. Convert these symbol strings to sentences of your own.

1, T+ N+ No+

pres+ havet ent Be+ Pr,

2, T+ N+ NOF pagt+ Vip+ Man,

M-~
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past+ M+ Vir+ T+ NO,
prest M* be+t ingt Vir+ TP

[
»

past* Vmid+ T+ N+ NO,
pres¥ M+ havet+ ent+ Be+ Pr,
past+ have+ ent+ Vink+ Pr.
past* bet ing+ Vir+ T+ N+

] [

R «J Y G
.

pres ¥ havet ent bet ing+ Vink+ Pr,
pres+ M+ have+ ent be + ing+ Vin+t

Pt
S

To remember: A noun phrase can be rewritten

as a determiner pius a noun plus number.
Number attaches to every noun. It is the
quality which indicates if a noun means one
or more thz2n one.

With certain nouns the determiner is @
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COUNTABLE NOUNS
T MASS NOUNS

in the lagt few rules we have been talking about nouns. Let us
see what else we can discover about them., Make a iist of all the
nouns you can think of in five minutes, Do any of them mean Yone" ?
Can you change these to make them mean "more than one''? Per-
haps we can find out another way in which nouns differ by looking
at the noune in the following sentences, irst list all the nouns that
you can find,

1. The rainhow stretched across the sky.

. The rice bubbled on the stove,

» The fish was hooked on tne ivre,

The coed angwered the phone.

The dog was covered with blood,

The prospector mined gold in the hills of Idahe,
This railing is made of iron.

. Smoke filled the rocom.

Students have no leisure,

m Mary filled the glasses and set the tdhie.

1 3

L

Let us iry an expcriment with these nounz=. Below are two
gentences with blanks in them, We can call these zentences
frames because we are going tc izy to £it our nouns into them.
Copy the frames on your paper and try io put each nouzn which
you underlired in onz of the frames. List it undear the frame
where it would best fit.

Esamnie: The goat ste the caa,

How many_ (s) are there? How much is there?
goat
can

Can you ask "How men ny goats are there?” Can you ask "How
many cans are there?" Then gozt and cain z:selong under tie first
frame. If you car ask "How much is there?" about a noun, place
it under the gsecond frame,

Exercisc i:

Think of some other nouns which will fit in frame 1 and
some which will fit in frame Z. List them under the
propex frames,

Will the nouns which you placed vader frame I fit into frame 2°?
Can you see any difference betwzen the nouns ander frame 1

and those under frame 2? We czil the nouns which answer the
guestion 'How many?" countzble nouns and use the symbol

Nent, Can you think why they are called that? We call the nouns
wnich answer the question 'How muck?" mass nouns and use

the symbol Nm. Can you think why they are caded mass nouns? ~-
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Can we obgerve any other characteristics about thege nouns ?

Into which of the following frames can you put the nouns which
you listed under "How much?", that is the mass nourns?

Some or a

Exercisge 2:
Copy the following sentences, underline the Noun Phrases
and label the nouns Nent or Nm.

A.

Teenzagers eat much food.

The milk turned souxr.

I drink coffee without cream.

The fields were green.

Claribel cried in her handerchief.
The men counted the money secretly.
The ice cn the pond went out.

Dr. Whitemen pulled a tooth for me,

e

‘The mouse excaped through the hole.
The cat climbed under the hoed.

QWO I W

o
[y

The rain washed away the soil.

Are you telling the truth?

She had to sit in the corner.

Fill the bucket with coal.

His acting in the play was good.

Space i& the new frontier.

The writer left a space between the lines of poetry.
The Scots showed great courage:.

Father shattered the silence with his snoring.
Krakatoa blew a cubic mile of earth into the air.

L]

L] Q L] L]
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We are now ready to write a rule which will show that nouns can

be classifird az either count nouns or mass nouns, but not bott. at
the same time.

Nm

Rule (14) N ---> {?‘Cm}

What do the braces mean?

—— e u . o» e

To remember: Nouns can be classified as either count or
mass noungd.

To test for count nouns you ask how many ?
To test for mass nouns you ask how much?

Mass nouns appear with some but not with a.
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ANIMATE AND INANIMATE NOUNS

Now let's experiment with some count nouns, Look at the
foilowing seniences. Which ones would you say were sentences
that speakers of English might use in ordinary conversation?

The book sleeps on the shelf,

The table slent soundly.

The chair is sleeping in the classroom.

The road sleeps in the spring.

The star: has beewn sleeping in the Milky Way.
The baby will slezp in the cradie.

The man sleeps like a baby.

George Washington slept here.

« 'The bridge slept in the water.

10. A bear sleeps all winter,

e [ ]

]

Which of these sentences do you fecl a spezker of English would
not use? Now list the subjiect nouns <f the acceptable English
sentences in cne column, In anciher column list the subject

nouns of ihe unzcceptable sentences. Do you feel there is any
differencs netween the nouns in the tvo columns? In what way

do they differ ? What kind of verb is gleep in the senterices above?

The nouns which we can use as subjects of the intraneitive verb
sleep are called animate nouns (Nan). Those which can not be used
as s’ub"fects for the intransitive verb sleep are called insnimate
nouns (Nin)., Therefore, we can say that a way to test to find if
a nourn: is animete or inanimate is to s<e if it can be used as the
subject of the verb gleep.

Exericse 1:
List all the nouns you cen think of which can hie used as
the subject of gleep,-

List zli the noun3s you can think of which can not be used
as the subject of sleep.

Think of som® other verbs which require animsate nouns
for the subjet.

In Ruie (10) we found th:it when we have 2 tyansitive verb it
is followed by an NI?, We showed this {act by these symbols:
VPoeuo> Vigr+ NP, We sometimes say that a noun in Vitr +
NP is the gbject of the verb., Let's try some nuuns as the object
of verbe like astonish, astound, surprigse. V/hich of the follovwiag
sentences would you accept as English sentences which ycu might
speak?

o
[ ]

Thunder terrified the child,
Thunder terrified the book.
Hortense astounded the egg.
Hortense astounded her father.

-
v
L]
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Clarence bribed hie lawyer.

Clarence bribed his Buick.

. The announcement surprised the judge.
. The announcement surprised the rock,

P onn

What kind of pouns fcliow the verba in the acceptable sentences?
What kind in the unacceptable? Now try to state snother v ay
to test for whether 2 aocun is animate or inanimate,

Exerciss 2: .
List ten nouns which can fit into the blark of the following
frame:

NP+ terrify+ .

e

The tests we have used =o far to identify animaie and in-
animate nouns depend somewhat upon the meaning of the verbs
we used (asleep and terrify), Can we find a test that does not
depend on meaning? L.ook once moire at the sentences at the
beginning of this section. Rewrite the sentences, substituting
he, she, or it for the subject noun phrases in each. For which
ones can you substitute only it? For which ones can you substitute
he or she? Are there any for which you can substitute either he,
she or it? The nouns for which only it can be substituied are in-
animate nouns. Are the; the sarne ones you found couldn't be
the subject of sleep?

We have been discovering that sume count nouns from a
special class called animate nouns. How can we v/rite the rule
which shows that a count noun will Le animate or inanimate, but
not both?

Nan

Nin

Rule (15) Nent --==>

Exercise 3:

Here is a list of nouns. Apply the i.sts we used to find out
if a noun is animate or inanimate. Place all of the nouns
which are animate in one column. Place all those which ara
inanimate in anothker column.

game, voy, horse, rocket, desk, butierfly, police~
man, teacher, otter, bell, seal, sky, cacius, elec-
trician, child, car, George, fence, tree, beatnik, elephant

animate nouns | inanimate nours
boy i game

To remember: Some count nouns are animate nouns ; sSome are
inanimate. An inanimate noun is one for which
only it (not he or she) can be substituted.
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HUMAN AND NONHUMAN NCUNS

We have found that some couni nouns may 2180 be animaie nouxs.

It might be interesting to think for a little about animste nouna
ard see i we can find out any*hing else about them. We will begiu
by doing a varieiy of things to nouns in the sentences of the iollow-
ing exerciss,

Menraioa
Copy ine {ollowing sentences leaving 2 line blank
after cach one, Underline all of the subject nouns,
Apply the test for animate or inanimate nouus io
each subject noun ard place Nan or Min in par-
ertheges after each sentence,

1.
o, 3

3,

Yxampls: The oy put on his earmuffs. (Nan)

i, The horse broke the fence. { )

2. ‘The blue butterfly sat quietiy on the orange zinnia. ( )
3. She was a gond chairmar. ¢{

4. The policeman helped the child zcross the street. { )
5. The otter disappeared vnder the log. ( )

6. They gave the childrea a party. ( )}

7. The beatnik finally got aus hair cui. ( )

8. The seal harked for its suppee. { )

9. He never k ~lieved his teachers., ( )
10. The elkcirician climbed quickly up the pole, { )
11. The child poutsd in the corner. ( )

2. The student threw his books across the room, { )
13. The elepham plodded up che steps. ()
14, We walked on the sofi cemeni, { )
15. George fell off the Honcda., ( )

Did you discever that al? of the sentences have animate
nouns {or subjects ¥ Now w2 are going to o something else to
these sentences. You of course know that the word who and the
word what are often used to ask questions. Let us try to use
them 0 make questions out of the sentences in the previous
exercise. Subsatitute who or whai for the NP which contained
the nonn you undariined, . Place the question on the blank line
under each fentence. The example senteuce would look like
whis: ¢

Whe put ou his earmuffs?
Check your answevs with your teacher,

Exercise 2:

Place all of the subject nouns which you replacad by
who in the one column. List ali of the nouns whicn
you replaced ny what in a second column,

|
|
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replaced by who replaced by what
boy

Study the words in the two columns and see if you can deciae
what is the difference between the words in sach. What do we
call nouns like those in the first column? v/hat would be a
good 1zbsl for this kind of noun? Let's apply the symbol Nhum
to these nouns, 'The nouns in the second column are caliad
no*xbuman aouns. Ve use the label Nnon when referring

div. dla s D Avaliman thad all AL &1 psc‘a N Jandh Qkf\ﬁn
(AW usvoc ILUU.,JD. &Vclilclllucl GGl Ghdd W UWiWwR % LAVWING WWVes veswvorw

in the first and those in the second columns, are animate nouns.
Can you explain now how to test whether an animate nouu is
huinan or nonahuran? .

Exercise 3:

Copy the following nouns and tesi them by putting
them into this frame:

is here.

b Gewes e W

and then by making a question of eacih by
substituting who or what. In the parentheses
after each noun, write Nhum or Nnon,

Mexican ( ), Peter ( ), mouse { ), spanisl ( ),
choirboy { ), wolf ( ), she( ), it { ),
cobbler { ), banker { ), hamster { ),

)
custodian ( ), liz~rd ( ), gentlemen( )

Exercise 4:
Copy the following sertences and underline
all the nouns you can find,

The hitchhiker thurnbed a riae,

The weasel stole an egg.

His friends went into the hcuse.

The firecracker surprisecd the children.
He quickly slammed the door.

The fire gpread to our nouse.

The koala hid behind the tree.

A picnic will be fun.

. The sopliomore became president,

1¢. A snake wiggled across the path.

1 . 2

[
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Place the innnimate nouns from: each sentence in
one column né the animate neouns in & second column.

Affer each animaie noun soy if it is human or non
hUJ.ﬂe»Kl.
¢ .
Example: inanimate P SRimuits
*de ‘ l hitchhiker (Nhumj

In this section we have discovered that animate nouns can
be subdivided into iwo other types of nouns. What are those

1{\-'\?4,
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subdivisions ? Can you state a rule that shows that snimate
nouns will ke either human or non human? Use the symbols
Nhum and Nnon, and show that the animate noun will be one
or the other, but not hoth,

W

Nhum? l

Nron J_-J

hev 270 mage rnmna
- - v —— - VST Y W L 07 G al T2 g

Ruie (16} Maneeaed>

Review: How do we test nouns o find if
or count nouns ?

How do we fest count noune to discover if they are
animate ?

How do we test animate nouns to discover if they are
human ?

Brercise 5:

C-opy tihe following sentences leaving several lines
blank after each, Underline the nouns. Under each
noun apnly rules 14, 15, and 26, That is, esay
first if the noun is Nm or Ncnt. I it is Ment

say also if it is Nan or Nip, Finally, if a noua

is arimate say if it is Noum or Nnon., Use num-
bere tc show which rules you have applied,

A, Example

1. The clown rode a bicycle.

N N

{14) Ncr{t N\cnt (14)
(15} Na’ri N}n (15)

|
(15) Nhurn

The milk spilied on the floor,

A coconut fell on the pigry.

The {armers took their pigs tc market.

Freddy filied his pen with ink,

We gave our dog a sleepirg pill,

The statue resembles @ she.rk,

The chet nut mayonneise in the salad.

Dryness drove the deer out of the hills,

The music at the hootenahny startled the horsses.

o e o

w
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The jury decided or the vardict.

Cesey waved his hamd &% the crowd,

The patient received oxygen at the hospital.
Helicopters carried equipment to the seamen,
Fire is the greatest danger to cur forests.

®
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The beavers needed time to build a dar,

Light filied the rocom from akove,

Hig sleeping was not disturbed by the quacking of
the ducks.,

Mice had been eating the grain in the cellar,

His enthusiasm made everyone want to wash dishes.

Q

oW .QN'IG‘S

To Remember: Scme animate nouns are &1so human.
nouns. You can test for them by try-
ing to substitute who or what in form-
ing a question ahout : them.
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NUMBERS OF MASS NOUNS

Let us review two rules which we worked out earlier. In
Rule 13 we talked about number of nouns (N®), /e found that
every noun has nun:.ber which attaches to it. /e said that
there was something about every noun which means one or
more than one. A way to test nouns to find out if they mean
one or more than one is 10 try them in the following frames:

1. is.

2. are.

Viake a list of ten nouns which mean one. Try them in the frames.
Vhich frame do they fit in? We say these nouns are singular.

In Rule (14) we found that nouns can be either msse nouns or
count nouns. What were some of the mass nouns? Make a list
of as many as ycu can think of. Kemember the test we used to
determine mass nouns (How many? or How much?) Now iry
w.1€5€ mass nouns in the frames above. Whichk frame do they
fit? Can you think of any mass nouns which would fit in frame
2? Because mass nouns always fit in the frame with is, we say
their number is singular. Our symbol for singular is ging.

We can say that mass nouns are z2lways singular, or we can
say that number (N°) is always singular when the nour it refers
to is a w3ss noun. Using cur symbols we canstate the rule this
way:

— i

Rule (17) NPeeoeueo sing in context Nm+

{in context means occurring with)

In this rule we have an example of something which we will
find more and more often as we study more complicated parts of
our grammar. It is this: the form a word iakes is often dependent
on what else is found in the sentence. We say that svch words are
~ontext sensitive. What they are depends on what is around them,
wieir context. We say they are sensitive t0 it. So in thig rule, a
mass noun has an efiect on the number (N©) which attaches to it.

Exercise 1:
Copy the sentences below, underline the subject nouns,
and fill the blanks with is or are:

1. The cups on the table.

2. The milk on the table,

3. The money under the mattress.

4. The chairs in the truck.

5. The ice about to melt.

6. The mice in the desk drawers.

7. The houses sliding down the * ili.
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S. The grass turning green.
8. The tire flat,
10, A fly ..on <he cake,

(Notice that the form of the verb in these sentences is
controlled by the number of the subject noun,. We call
thie subject-verb agreement. Notice also that even
in sentences like 7 and 8, where the is and are are
parts of the he _‘i ing auxiliary, the mumber of the

vaale l o o ——

Suwject noun Stiil COMiols the choice of the verbj

Exercise 2:
Make strings of symbols of these sentences.

A. 1, The cereal wiil be cold.
2, The army has Leen retreating.
. Corn is popping cheerily,
. The hezat was becemring unbearable.
. The boys have challenged the giris.

3
4
5
1. Time hag beern passing quickly,

2. The sheep were following the dogs.
3. The radium wru:ighs an ounce.

4. This herd has been looking sick,

8. Pric- has been a weaknese.




SINGULAR AND FLURAL

We bave been talking about numbsr of nouns znd uging the
symbol NO {o refer to it, We 82y that number attaches to every

3 : nour. We use the term singular to mean one, and plural to

3 irean more than ¢ne, In Eu%e (17) wz used the symbol sing to
W stand for singular. The gymbol for plural is, of course, plur.
* tTTF

"/ & aiso tested nouns to find out if they meant one (singular} or

more than one {plural) by trying them in frames with is and are,
What did w= discover about mass nouns ?

Exercise 1;

Copy tre fol:cwing sentencee and underline all tae
nouns, Abuve each writs ging or plur. In cuse of
- doubt apply the test. (Incinde pronouns;

Example:

plur, sing,
Tae locusts in the tree sang shrilly,
The floors had been waxed,
The box was full of tests,
The men wouldnft put their cars in the garage,
Cream comes to the top of milk,
The robbers escaped with most of the money,
The cement for the patic is in the wheelbarrow,
A guest knocked at tne dsor,

Peopie are coming for dinner.

10. He will never finisk the esam on time,

o

o
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Usuzally we can notice a difference in the form of nouns
which mean one and those which mean more than one. (Eoy
means one; boys means more than one, Mouse means one;

& Imice means more than one) But in a few casses there is no
/ visible form to help us. For instance, if sorueone says "'l
‘ saw the sheep” does he mear: one sheep or more than one?
) But evern in these ~ases where there is no visible sign, stili
o each aoun has mumber and you will have to look for siher ways
T to decide what the number is, Usually the rest of the sentence

will help wou,
Exercise 2:

Pt Here is a list of singular nouns. Copy them and
A then write the plural form,

triangle
girl
goose
fly__
bird
child
cell

ad D OV 0 DY et




8. verb
9, milk
10, pencil

B. Copy the following plurai nouns and then write
the singular form.,

schools
vaileys
tOWns
—editors
women
_CooKies
ice
herses
P28
cakes

Mizxing use of the linguistic symoois N, sing and p’ur can
you phrase a rule to s.ow that all nouns will be either singular
or plurai? Did ycur rule look like this?

IS.
Rule (18) N-,,-_>} mg]
i\plur°

What dc the braces m=an?

Exercise 3:

Copy the f.llowing sentences and underline the NP's, Write
the string of linguistiz Rymbsls which underlie each NP by
applying ezach of the Noun Phrase rules.

A, Example:

1. The kittens played -vith the ball.

T+ N+ NO T+ N+ N°

\ \\ | VN

Nent + plur Nent + sing

N?n Nin

Nnon

\ \ J

The + kiWur The + ?‘?’/ing
‘The kittc-,!ns The ba

The rockets Jiashed in the sky.
That car is covered with tar,
The girl played with the puppies.
Silver will never turn to gold.

A frog croaked in the swamp.

a:cn:bww
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The posse was looking for th.. camp,
Scheharazade told the Sultan stories of love,

}
=
Y
(=
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Beauty is in the ey=2 of the teholder.

The flight took thirty minutes by iet,

The crew is adding turpeniine to the fire.
Deer cross the pasture for food,
Thinking separates men from beasts.

[ ]

. «23-
| The astronauts were standing by the tower,
i The rhodedendrons will zcen bloom on the coast,

. C. Write the string of symbols for each of the following .
- sentences. 7
= 1. The skier slid down the slope smsothly. -
= 2. The redwoods have grown gigantic,
. The hamster has been chewing the cage.

. Water has been dripping slowily.

. The freshmen will be going {o school reiuctantly.

O o W

I )
To Remember: All nouns are either gingular or o
plural.

© Singular novas can appear with
is.

= Plural nouns can appear with
= are,
= e o
|
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SUMMING UP

We have now finished our analysis of English kernel sentences,
We started with the idea that ail English sentences have a MNoun
Phrase and & Verb Phrase and broke each of these parts down into
smalier and smaller parts., Each time thaet we broke a part down
into smaller parts we wrcte a rule to describe what happened, We
call such rules FParase Structure rules because they are the rules
that show us how the phrases of the English senternce are built,
Ve have 18 of these rules. So that you can have them all in one
place we list them here:

(1) Sentence===-> NP+ VP
(2) VPacau=> Aux + Verb
(3) Aug-=-=> Auxq (Auxz) |
(4} Ausx,~--=> Tns (M}

-

( pres ‘(
Lpast“

7

o~
(@3]
<y
=
o ]
7

[

'

‘
V

(6) Auxg--~~> {have+ en) {be+ ing)

{Be + P“\,

(7} Verbe«e=> 2
inb . }

(8) Vrb----)fvmk* PrL
o

0 Voo ((Vmid‘*' NP}{;:
(\f (Man) )

(12) Man----> Adj+ ly
{13) NP-->T+ N+ N

chnt\L
(14) Neveo>
oo J
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(15) Nent---= [N.an\l'
(}Qm j

hum
(16) Nan---= ?\f :I
Q\lnon )

(17) NO----> ging in the conteyt Nm +
sing
(18) NO--->
Qolur

In later years we will expand these rules further but even with
the rules you know now you should be able to analyze many of the bagic
sentences of our language. You do this by applying all the rules,
one by one, to the sentences you are anaiyzing. This will leave
you with a string of symbols which can be rewriiten as the sentence.
You probably recall how you did this for many senicnces in the
exercises in our earlier discussions.

How did we know that we had written all the rules that were
needed for us to analyze kernel sentences? Look at the rules
above. Each time that we wrote a rule we were rewriting some
element on the left side of the arrow intoc symbols on the right
side. Then one by one we broke down the symbols on the right
side by making new rules for them. Finally we had symbols
which couldn’t be broken down any further. Most of ther could
be rewritten as words of our language. We call these symbols
terminal symbols because they are the last step before we con-
vert them to the sentences of our language.

For instance: We don't need to rewrite Vir any further because
it is actually one of the kinds of verbs of our language, and we can
find examples of it among the verbs we use. We have defined it
by finding out things that are true about it but not all true
about any other kind of verb. Now we can rewrite Vir in the form
of one of the verbs of our language which fit its requirements.

Exercise 1:

With your teacher®s help go through all of the phrase
structure rules and make a list of the symbols which
were left on the right of the arrows and not broken
down any further.

These symbols you have listed are termu.al symbols. Do
all of them stand for words in our language? V/hich ones don't?
What do these symtols tell us, then? We call them grammatical
symbols because they give us some instruciion a¢ to the form
various words will take in a sentence. For instance, the symboi
pres doesn't become any word, but it does tell w2 something about
the form the verb of a sentence will take.
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Now look at the remaining terminal symbols and think of some
words which fit them., You may find it helpful to read through the
rule which finally arrived at the terminal symbol, The cxamples
used there will have words that fit. For instance: some of the
verbs used as linking verbs in the discussion of Rule (8) were
become, taste, turn, remain, stay, smell, etc. You should
also check the lists you have been keeping in your notebook, We
can write rules to show that various symbols convert to words.
For instance we can say

Vinkeew-> {become, taste, turn, remain, stay, smell, . }

Since in any one sentence we will find only one of these verbs and
no others we use the brace. The three dots mean that we haven't
listed all the linking verbs of the language. You can add more.
Notice that the verbs are listed in the root form, We call such
rules lexical rules. Together they form a lexicon of our language.

Exercise 2:

Rewrite each of the terminal symbols {which aren't
grammatical symbols) as actual words of our language.
~hink of as many examples as you can. You may find
t.hai: some verks will appear in more than one list, (For "
instance: grow in the sentence "The farmer grows corn.
is a Vtr; but the grow in "John grows tail." is 2 Vink).

Now let's play a kind of game, a generating game, with
our various rules., Let's go through the rules, one by one,
choosing items wherever it is necessary to make a choice,
We should end up with 2 string of terminal symbols for which
Wwe can cnoose actual words to produce sentences.

Exercise 3:
Using the example on the next page as a model generate
five sentences of your own by applying each of the rules,
and choosing symbols wherever a choice must be made.

Remermnber thai some rules allow no choice,




Example: Starting with Rule (1) we say

our sentence must have IIP and VP NF + VP {1)
Rule (2) The VP must have Aux and Verb Avimrb (2)
Rule (3) Let's say our scntence has

Aux; but rot Auxy Auxy (3)
Rule (4) Let's say Aux will show

tense but no moedal Tx}s (4)
Rule (S) Let's say Tns is pres pr!as (5)

_. Rule (6) This rule doesn't apply ’
e gince we didn't choose Auxg ol
-z Rule (7) Let's say our verb isn't Be. .

L Therefore it will be Vrb. Vrb (7

;1:':. rtule (8) Let's say our Vrbis not a .
) Vink se it must be part of Vb, Vb (8) )

Rule (9) Let!s say it is not a Vmid. .1
That leaves us V. a4 (9)

Rule (10) Let's say it is a transitive e
verb and therefore it ig / NG
followed by an NP. Virt NP2 (10)

Rule (11} We won't use this rule since
we have no predicate

Rule (12) And we do not need to R
apply Rule (12). Why? o

Rule (13) Now we expand our NP ani say /’1\0 . .
it must have T, N, and N°, T NN (13) N

o Rule (13) Now we apply it again to NP2, A No (13)
b Rule (14) Let's say NP! is a Nent. Nent | 1 (14) -
Rule (14) Let's say our NP2 ig a Nm Nm (14)

Bule (15) Let's say our Nent is a N, lian (15)
P (We don't apply Rule (15) to N2, Why *)
‘ Rule (18) Let’s say our Nan is a Nhum. }Nhum (16)

Rule (17) We apply Rule (17) to the \
N Hm and say that its number is ¢ing. ‘ sing  (17)

Rule (18) Applying Rule (18) let's say the num- ! \ >
ber of Ni is plurai plur

T
o

\ {18) i

2 Now we have procecded through all the steps and \ I

‘ have jnly terminal symbols left, which we will \ i p
bring down into a &sring T# Nh plur + pres + Vir+ T™¢ Nm + sing -

Now let's treaslate this string of symbhols .
into & sentence string, choeesing from the T

lexicon. The + bo%* pre:’}h‘%::)old + sing

M "';
Which gives us: \The ys eé/egoz . 27
This is, of course, a nonsense sentence, but it is also a grammatical English sentence according to our

rules because we have produced it by applying each of our rules. If we were to chooss anviner mass
noun, such as rice, it would be grammatical and sensible.




