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'TRADITICN AND INNOVATION IN THE CRAFT OF ENGLISH:

RECONNAISSANCE FOR A WAR ON AESTHETIC POVERTY |

PATRICK D. HAZARD

Tt may thus be well to make a reconnaisance;
to go from place to place, surveying the field
Ifrom different angles and lsvels, now far,

now unear, that we may form s reasonable
notion of what it all poritends, snd how and
why this crisis has come upon us =~ this
cataclysm of birth,

Louis Sullivan, Democracy:
A Man-Search, p. 4

¢

The future cannot be predicted, but it can
be invented.

Dennis Gabor, Inventing
the Futurs
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I. INTRODUCTION: APOLOGIA FOR A MANIFESTO

A Heady Challicnge

The report which follows describes an odyssey which
began two years ago on Market Street in San Francisco;
where the National Council of Teachers of English was
holding its annual convention, Professor Erwin Steinberg;
then director of Project Emglish; asked me point blank how
I would like to make films for the U,S. Office of Education

on new and promising techniques in teaching Engl ish. Inas~

much as every aspiring filmmaker is looking for angels,

- his question found an eager affirmtive.

A Pragmnatic Response

Between that heady moment of promise in San Francisco
and my first meeting with Dr. Thomas Clemens of the U.S.
Office of Educetion Media Dissemination Branch (sociologi cal

L

qualms), I had some soberer second thoughts. True, I wan%ed
very much to be a practicing filmmaker. True, since I began
teaching English in & seventh-grade English-Socisl Studies

program at East Lansing (Michigan) High Schosl in 1952, I

had been a fiery believer in sducational innovstion in ny

/
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chosen craft of teaching Eaglish. But my apprenticeship -~

two years at the tenth and twelfth grades at East Lansing,

’

a sumnier stint st Columbia University's Teachers College,

anAf

-
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English at Trenton (New Jersey) State Teachers College -~
had given me many misgivings gbout "aids" in general; and
the films; 'so-called; which were being used gspecifically
in support of the English curriculum. I tried to express these

misgivings in "The Public Arts"™ department of The Engl ish

Journal when I argued we needed "printed aids" (good

criticism) to the newer media which dominate the popular
consciousness perhaps mare than we need (if at all) the
near- and non-films which (I began to believe) infested

our cwriculun,

Standards ij,Popular Culture
Moreover, a Fund for the Advancement Fellcwship in

1955-56 to study the popular culture industries in New
York City convinced me that our received cliches about the

anti~-cultural biases of the people who run our secular

’

media were not wholly relevantzi Indeed, as I watched




Life's Art Editor Bernard Quint lsy cut a weekly issue vith
M?naging Editor George P. Hunt; far from feeling contempt;

I began to wonder if there wasn't really more taste-making
going on in Rockefeller Center than in most classrooms,

The standardS‘were higher; the talents were greater; the
desire to move ghecd of rising levels of American taste

was unnistakable in the integrity of its conviction. As

I talked with Richard Griffith; the film curator of the
Museum of Modern Art; I discovered there were institut ions
outside the academic establishment which were more coherentw
and intellectuaslly imaginative than & great many formal
educationali institutions. And because the Fard year off the
line 1llowed me; say; to watch TV director Arthur Penn

give preliminary collaborative shape to an ariginsl tele-
play by Abby Mann in the off-hour quiet of the Roseland
Ballroom; I simply could never accept any longer the un-
earned sense of superiority the American intellectual

fee.s {(not thinks) about the new media,

The Paradox of Academic Ignorance

Indeed, I begeu to wonder if the death of indigenous
3
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drama on Amsrican television was not &s much a result of
the bad thinking we acedemicians brought to the rise of
+he new med.um as to the vad finagling of the Hollywood

sveculators who gave the overt coup de grace to a promising

minor art form. Life of the new kind we disparagingly and
despairingly call mass culture, I learned that year in

New York, has more in it than we ever dreamed of in the

facile philosophies of our Faculty Clubs.

In 1957-59; as holder of a Carnegie Fost~Doctoral
Fellowship at the University of Pennsylvania; I got fuwrther
perspective on the simple-sound . ng task of "fusing the newer
media to teach English.™ There I developed a new course to
examine; Socratically; what the new forces of mass pro-
duction and communication had done and were doing to the
guality of American life., !y essential conclusion was that
the humanities in mass education were radically out of sync

with the kind of aesthetic and moral decisions this new

kind of socilety exacted from the common men. I pomdered

the paradox that the most useful analyses of the se new

'il'
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conditions had been extra-academic (e.g. Gilbert Seldes's

The Seven Lively Arts (1924) and Lewis Mumford's Technics

Pﬂ'g
ks
and Civilization (1934’ ). More exasperating was the i

! observation that it wasn't until a full generation later

¥ T T A g

that the best academicians began to give as equivalently
valueble perspectives on the new humen milieu -~ e.,g., John

Kouwenhoven's Made in America: The Arts in Modern Civiliza-

N et

tion (1949) and Henry Nash Smith's Virgin Lsnd: The American

West as Symbol and Myth (1950), to suggest two intramural

works wnich have conditioned gll of my subsequent observation

and speculation,

In 1959-81 I then had the good fortune to work with
one of the intellectual pioneers of an adeguate humanistic
criticism of popular culture; Gilbert Sgldes; in organ.izing
the Annenberg School of Communications at the University of
Pennsylvania; a graduate school intended to employ the
intellectual and imaginative resources of the humanities in
preparing iﬁrofessionals for responsible craftsmanship in

the never media. That opportunity w»rovided me an invalwmble

XY
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education in the complexities of invelving Ivy traditions

with the crass realitles of popular culture,

A further perspective on the troubling ambiguities orf

*
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purposes came in 1961-62 when I became first director of

-

the Institute of American Studies at thc East-West Center

of the University of Hawail., My task there was to encourage
academicians to use the newer media to interpret the
megning of American civilization %o Aéian nationals learning
how to modernize their countries under U.S. fellowships,
Just as one never really kndws a poem until he tries to
teach it; S0 one does not truly comprehend his own culture
until he t?ies to explain it to a aore or lcss unsympathetic

foreigner,

Most recently, I havzs been chairman of the Engl ish
Department at Beaver College, where I have returned to the

teaching of American literature, the subject for which my

-graduate training prepared me, and which my interim commitment
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to the bog of mass culture unhappily has kept me from --
given the narrow biases of the dertmental systen, There;
ironically; in the freoedom of an unbureaucratized liberal
arts college; I have been most free to pursue the innovations
my interdisciplinary degree in Ameriéan Culture (Western
Rescrve; 1957) ~-= with two fields in American Literature

and one each in American philosophy, art, and history -~ had

encouraged me te pursue.

This thumbnail academic autobiography is not idly

prefixed to this rcport. I regard it as a catalog ralsonné

of my biases as well as my (psrhaps) useful differences, I
suspect a report which goes so much ageinst the grain of
what is in humanistic edwation in America will be more
understandable if not more credible if the writer sugpests

the intellectual itinerary which prompted him %o bring

back such a minority report.

Thc Vices of Empiricism

For it was this academic hegira, neatly belanced (X

like to think) betwcen the world of affsirs and the resim

RO
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of ideas; which is ultimately responsible for the speculstion
that follows. I say 'speculation' edvisedil.y; for 28 an under-
graduat e philosophy major et a Jesult institution (Univel sity
of Detroit; l9h9); with some graduste training and a con-
tinuing interest in the philosophies of history and of science;
T also believe that our enterprise is insufficiently theo-
retical; even; God save the un-~American remark; excessively
empirical and anti-metaphysical. This philosophical naiveté,
in fact; shows in the helter-skelter of our approach to many
problems; including us;ng newer medias to teach English., My
training and my hunches make me question ruther fundamentally
the ad hoc quality of most Amcricon educatiornal innovation,
Our virtues are our vices; haweveri and while flying by

$he seats of our pants has paid off handsomely in some
sections of American life; it has; I should srgue here;

failed signally and abysmally in others, in fact in our

very own field sbove all,

This instent vita, then, is more than preliminary

attitudinizing. It explains, for example, why I rejccted
5
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tvhe originasl propoasl of the U.S. 0ffica of Educatviosn —~
that I simply make rilms spreading the good word of slg~
nificant innovations in the crafc of English, In my judg-

ment, each message dsmends & particular medlum or array of
media; for msximum effect. This is an aesthetic issue of
t.he first order; and one which should interest English
teachars intri.nsically; this act of judgment in deciding
which mnannermost suits the matter at hand. 1 agreed; then;

t0 address myself prscisely to the pr blem of which media

were right for which nessagesunder certvain circumstnaces.

A Multi-Media Report

This "repors,™ then; moy eppear strangs in its fomm
as well as in its contonts, Since its rationale was the
quest for ways of sccelerating innovation within the craft
of English téaching; it is appropriste thet i%t should
include new; or at leasﬁ’ unsierused; ways of repcrting.
Hence; appended are two radio series; "rgliking Sense" (3.‘3

fifteen-minute intervicws recorded at the Ninth Internationsl
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Conferends on General Semantics), and "Literacy 1970"

N T

(13 fifteen-minute conversations whth leading policymakers f
in English); both series have been prescired to the National N

Educational Redio Network (NER) with the expressecd hope

: that such series cen become a pattern for NCTE-NER colla- .
? boration in the future. This report also includes the raw
i

g materials for sound fiimstrips and films (transparencies,
- tape, aid footage) on two critical problems -- teaching

i

the aisadvantaged in primary schools and teaching genera-

tive rhetoric in high school, Preliminary screening of

LA

these moterials by U,.S. Office of Fducation officials in
Washington makes me nopeful thet funds will be given to

finish n»roducing these teaching materisls and that they

e ST o SHETEGRY A T AR A

PR S
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will become probotypes for series.

3
S

. An Idea Bank for English

’:;‘:: © . o : - 3

g Through a series of questionnoircs to state education
% departments and a mailing list of opinion leaders in the

? Naticnal Council of Teaclers of Engl ish, wc have identifieq
e a group of tcachers like Thelma Hutchins teaching Detroit's
&

3

disadvantaged at the primary level and Russel Hill tcaching
70
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generative rhetoric at the secondary. Their idealism and
their styles need to be known in the profession; both to
teachers already at work through netional conventions; local
conferences; and departmental meetings; and torough teacher
educaticn courses. We hope the Hutchins agd Hill projects
will be promptly epprovsd so that we go back to our Ides
Bank and get more fresh ideas circulating in our craft
through photoessays; filmstrips, 8-millimeter film loops;
end 16-millimeter sound movies., I would suggest also that

we not limit circulstion %o cducationsl medias., Just as
English teachers btegin to reslize that the most "educationsal®
films are sometimes showing at the loccl theatre or on
television, so cur story of educational innovation increas-

ingly interests thc public at large,

Long Range/Short Range

In this report I hove tried to do two different dbut
related things: to dig for reasons for the unsatisfactory
response of the humanist to mass education and communication;
and to suggest a fcw very specific woeys that the humanist can

begin to use mass communication to help solve the problams

/1
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Or m&3s education. Both perspectives are essentlal. The
first is long-range; the secoud; immedinte. Without the
former satisfactorily analyzed; w3 shall never estublish a
wiser relationship betwecn mass education and communication;
without the latter we shall never really have éonfidence in
mass communication as a legitimate part of the humanistic

enterprise,

I have been in the humanists' orbit long enough to know
the risks I take in pushing candor to the limits in this
report. On the one hand; Y know that the elucator-gudio
visual group will fiad uncc...incing my conviction that
only really serious art; firmiy confrontced, can unleasu

encrgies
the human. /. needed to extricate us from a depressing array
of morasses. On the other; I know that the humanists?
contury-long sneer-in at mass comnmunication iil disposes

them to sec¢ in the media as art suthentic solutions to

frust ng cducabional dilsmmas.

I'm sorry. Thet's the way it looks to me: the bresch

bectween the sentimentalists who r»un things in America and
/-
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ths predeterminced ideslists who foel we'lro already %oco
ruined to worry is evactly the cizavage this egssy wroposes
to diagnose., Hud I nnt the precedsnt of the ivrelevoncs of
the l7th~-century British university intellectusls es well
as the Tirm conviction that America has become a middle-

class gnecien regime dtun by what C. Wright Mills called

-

crackpot realists, I should not risk the hubris this essay

seems8 to imply. So be it. This is the way I see it.

Be Xond Bureaucratggg

I have written this report as a personal essay as an
experiment in bureaucratic communication. Having been so
appalled at the newspeakishness of burcaucratese, I now run
the risk of seeming impertinent. Others perhaps will find 1
happier medium than oither. My only regret is that resisting
committec-like diction tonds to obscure the contribution of
John Bigby to the report, A former mass media student of mine
at the University of Pennsylvania; he has been teaching
English at Santa Rosa (California) for secveral years; thus

POsSsessiNg 4° pare combination, solid training in the liberal

/3
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arts with an < dvenburous approach 10 mses communication,

He has boen indigpenseble every step of the way., And J%dith
gulgg suowed in her work as project secretary that the more
respoﬁsibility one gives undérgrgduates;' the more they
relish takiﬁg; a phenomenon cur educational routineg don't
take nearly encugh note of. I should also like to thank the
administration of Beaver College; especiclly Dcan Margaret

LeClair, for extending the grceatcst latitude to us in the

execution o1 our project,

Patrick D, Hazard

30 Aoflt 1965
Place de TFontenoy

UNESCO




PSRRI NGIOVIR I S S 3 T s 2 - P

N.B. Tart II,"Sﬁrategy," is possibly too ambitious
an effort to explain for myself and other Engl ish tesachers
why the nwaanities are so cgtrangcd from mass society and
mass education. There jis so little of this kind of speculation
that everyone ought at least to try to define the issues as
I have here. The naturally skepticel ere advised to begin
with Part 71, "Tactics,” which is conccrned with setting
priorities in a war on aesthetic poverty. Part 1v;

"Logistics,” tries to anticipate road blocks and practical

dif ficulties.,
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ITI. STRATEGY: THE BATTLEFIELD AS (NOT OFTEN) SEEN

FROM &N IVORY TOVER

Humanist scholars have been accused of being
overly genteel, contemptuous of popular culture,
snobbish eand anti-democratic after the fashion of
their aristocratic Renaissance progeanitors, backward
looking, hostile tc the »resent, fearful of the
future, ignorantly petulant about science, tech-
rnology, and the Industrial Revolut-.on ~- 'matural
Luddites.”™ "It is a sad thought indeed that our
civilization has not produced a New Vision," a modern
technologist complains, "which could guide us into
the new 'Golden Age! which has now become physi-
cally possible, but only physically....Who is respon-
sible for thiés tragiascomedy of Man frustrated by
success?.,..Who has left Mankind without a vision?

The predictable part of the future may be a job

.o electronic predictors but the part of it which

is nnt predictable, which is largely a matter of free
suman choice, is nct the business of the machines,
nor of scientists...but it ought to be, as it was

in the great epochs of the past, the pregogative

of the inspired humanists.¥ (Dennis Gabor, "Inventing
the Future,"” Encountar, May 1960, p. 15.)

Scholars in the hunanities may modestly reject
vhe suggestion that they can ever be the inspired
prophets of & new 2ge. But their scholarship is
essential to ensble us to distinguish the inspired
prophets from the fanatical Pied Pipers.

-~ Richerd Schiatter, general
editor, The Princeton Studies:
Humanistic Scholarship in-
America, in VWalter Sutton,
Modern American Critic ism

The Arts are for all, like the - pluebells, and not

for the few. They should becomc, in somc form or aaother,
common in sn uncommon way, in thc home, in thc school,

in the church, in thc street, and in the parks where

man sits to think snd look around. They must be brought
among thc¢ pcople so that man- -may bocome familior with
them, for familiorgby brecds, not contempt, but a
liking.

-~ Sean 0'Casey, "Thc Arts
Among the Multitude"

71
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The Absence of Vision

% What m.e misses most in the humanities today is some

sense of the possibilities in industrial civilization. Vhere |
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are our dreamers? Perhaps in cver-compensstion to the ad-men

and pgliticianS'who flood us with four-color cliches about
progress, the humanist effects a posture of disenchantment.
Yet his wradition is one of hope; of co:serviug men's
wisdom so that he can live more fully as & responsible
individual. And an individual becomes responsible only

by choosing wisely within the instituticns of his own

time and place.

vice C.’,(Vn.c‘c‘;'f‘ Do‘ee-lum Ude ¥
Tnere is a kind of instant defeatism in *he humanities

today which teaches students to despair about aschisving

Ma oL T X Ty

A AN TR

the good Jife within msss society beforc they've sver tried

U

to grapple with it themselves, All the tremendous enecrgy

TP T k3l > 3 L
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inves*ed in criticism and scholarship cannot disguisc the

thinness of purposc cndemic today. Therc is almost no visicon
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at all to spesk of; a kind of apocelyptic torpor defeats us

g

before we begin. Above &ll, we never ask if whet we do do

/7
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is the hesat thing to be doing.

In 17th-century Britain the univeri.lty wes out of the
running. The forces that made modern Britain possible were
extracurricular; so to speak. The superiority of Shekesreare's
drama to that of the university wits may stand as a symbol
of the paradox that there was much more snergy and excellence
within the secular society of London businessmen and
scientist-inventors than in & university system paralyzed
by its own self~imposed burdens of irrelevant learning.

I wonder if the modern Americen university doesn't provide
an analogy. The men giving our world what humane shape i%
has are extra-academic ~~ Charles Eames; Minoru Yamasaki;
Michael Roemer; Victor Gruen; Eliot Elisofon. Some sectors
of the university have tried to find a place for this kind

of creativity on campus. Can the humehities do so t00%

Amesrica as an Ancicn Regime

Perhaps our paralysis, our lack of liberating vision,

is due to Americe's having become an ancicn regime. In the

rineteenth century, of course, we defined ourselves as a uation

precisely the opposite of the iﬁtablished order in Europe.
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middlc-class_ancicn regime ~- with Big Labor, Big Governncnt,

and Big Capitel mseking fresh looks and fresh starts in our
najor institutions exceedingly difficult to bring abousn,
Perhaps the way out of the irpasse can only comec through
the civil-rights kind of protests Martin Luther King and
the Berkeley dissidents; in their various ways; nave

demonstrated, That surely is the hard way. I think the

1
’ ) W \Melt avy OWr Jffo—meuhs.? (F', ‘7)
humanist, if he would, could start a safer course of
_,_._.—--—--'—""-‘"-~.

action. Perhaps we nced to redefine tlc humenitics so

as to include couragcous actions as vell as courageous

“‘«"H\*W? B,,:\' \'\f, hud a fu’ﬂ:y ef.su-(..';’l" th“'je.‘:““'-\ 5
thoughts. The new«Arnold must teach the untutorcd the

best thet's been thought and done in man's past. Perhaps
we're too logocentric,

Self-Examinotion of the ITumanist
We have overflowing libraries of meterials explicating

this poem and studying that minor writer. But vie loock in vain

19 .
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for hurmenists gnalyzing thcir own estobliskrent —- in the
way Lionel Trilling does, for cxanplc, in "The Twc Environ-

ments: Reflections on the Study of Enplish® (Encounter, June

1965) . Yhat the humenitics need more than any othecr single
ining is such articulate éelf-scrutiny, I suspect ve would
find that an inguiry into vhat literacy and cultivation
really amount %o in thc modern world, and how they can be
best achieved; would lcad to some rather radical departures
both in what was recscarcliicd and vhat was taught in cur disci-
pline, %ie have lcft the most basic _u-stions (about pedagogy,
(&8s media; creativity; community, collaboration) to the
educ.tionists and sociologists. Is it any wonder wes 're dis-

satisfied with the results? We should be @ lssatisfiecd first

with oursclves

Scholarship for Its Own Sake

The ususgl postulate that scholarship is its own excuse
far being, that knowlci.c is intrinsically valuable, that
%o know is by definition a humanlzing sctivity, has so much

truth in it that it fast becomes 8 binding cliche. So we
le
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T ccndidly, playing devilts

;.-Jo

ought reslly to qucstion
advocate, to rccover the truth from beneath its cliche
cocoon. In the first end best known formuiation; the
Aristotelian; man was regarded as a being with a nature

in which the desire for knouledpe was a potentislity which
had to be actualized to perfect a man’s "truc nature, This
concept of man conveniently ignored the slaves who Funded
the knowing lcisure of o few; and grossly underestimated

the psychclogical and sociologzical purposcs of knowing as

& human activity et any voint in timc. The Christian synthe-
sis addcd the conviction that the Tullecst huuwan knowledge
had to awa it %he good fortunc of the Beutific Vision.

Sub spccie & ternitatis, moreover, no single sccular sct of

knowing really counted for much; except insofar es it pre-
figured the sacred knowledge of the Supreme Being reserved
for the Elect in eternity. Both traditions; pagan and
Christian; tended to regard truth in relatively stetic

terms, as a kina of Veracity Bank of already existing

truths from which you made withdrawals. These static

21
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concsphions of truth still, it is discouraging to consider,
determine thc structur ¢ of most of our curricula., That is a
primary causc of the pathctic wsste é:ﬁd frustration of much

nass educotion,

The emergcnce of the nodern v:orld based on a ncw techno-
logy was prcfigured by the Baconian impcrative that knowledge
is power. To understand nature (with a small; non-metephysical
"n") was to control her. Man's desirc %o be on top of things;
rather than sny abstract need %o fulfill his Nature; explains
the value of knwwing in human and cocial terms., The cXpansion
of formal eaucation was »>redicatcd in large part on preparing
nost pcople for participation in this new world of techno-
logical control. The utilitarian synthcsis doviscd a felie
cific calculus aimcd at insuring that the grcatest number
(i.c., more than thc rcigning businsssien) hed 4 reatost

happinc8gon this carth,

The crisis over religion and scierce in the ninectecnth
dentury had many repercussions (still only partly undcrstood)

o botl: tie higher learning, popular education, and the
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reletions that exist botween thar. (A principal one :'ss

of a
the desertion by university intellectualaapopula> education

crippled by a consensus of conscrvative religiosity.) The

pragme tism of John Dewey; onc such intellcetual who refused
to atandon the secliools to the caprices of an anti-intellecctual
establishmont; "construc ted” a philosophy which defined trush
88 the sulution to individuzl and Broup problems, Inasmuch

e€s the problems would be constuntly changing, onc "knew®

provisionally -- czch unique problcn prescnting an unprece-
dented challenge to the intellesct, Some knowledze in such s

view is inherently ocbsolescent; the most unintelligent thing

an individual can do is to decice that the repertoirc of

Indeced, the whole range of assunptions Suzanne Langer

explored in Philosophy in a llew Key amcnds in quite dramatic

truths he has discovered is adeguate, fixed.
ways earlier ccuaceopt ions, from Aristotle on uwxrough the

1s constructed, There was g much greater role jior tha

British empiricists ang positivists, of how an act of knowing
knouver in this stream of knowlcdge; he constructs theorics

l 2
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whose symmetry he tests ag.inst the ever-changing flux of

reality. There was no longer a right way of knowinp; reality
is an inexhaustible array of perccsiveble relationships.
Knowledge is no longsr True , viith a capital "T"; knowing

becomes, now, a more or lcss adequate scenning of a changing

terrain of marvelous comnlexity,

The Epistcmological Crux

I would srgue that the biggest single ccuse of the two-
cultures controversy is this epistemolozical one. Scient ists
have been taught; by the internsl logic of their schols rship;
to accept a dyaamic view of knowledge. Humanists; in many
cases intellectual expatriates from a science-dominated
world; vigw thelr work in the cld static categories. "Any
knowledge is worth pursuing for its own sake®is an opera-
tional definition of pedantry. For the sophisticated percep-
tion of hierarchical differences in value is mwecisely what
the humenitie s are sbout. But ocutmodel epistemnlogic al

assumptions neutrslize the humaristic enterprise at its

very cemnt exr,

1
~~
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Zacharias Is 1o Accident

NG T T T
i

The same line of speculation explains for me wh v the

scientist (vide Zacharias et al,) has had the wit and

commitment to invest considerable time in hish-school

| curriculum reorganization. The discovery metﬁod is basically
an application of the nevi epistcmology to school bechavior.,
That the humanities by comparison have managed onty the
Teeblest kind of retrenchment and tinkering derives
ineluctably from their unconscious adhcrence t0 an outrnoded

theory of knowiedge. This is & gollins irony.

For Enowledge 1s not, in the Socratic sense that the
valuable
4 humanist respects, Aor its oun sake, It is pre cious instru-

nentally, as it ".elps to clarify and cultivate judgment.

Ripeness of judgnent -- moral, intellectual, sesthetic —-

is all, And Tor the hwimnist to do vhat he eventuclly must

do in the reccns*ruction of common school educ ation, he

needs to scrutinize his own inadezucte epistemology

which {empishim to think in terms of Great Books (the

4 BET Ve RN CETITUR AWy

¥ ST

secular enuivalent of Revelation) iustecd of in terms of
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maturing individuals who bscome more and more autonomous
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as a teachsr puis nmore meaders into fuller pous ession of a

complex work, This process is exhausting and fraught with :;‘*7

ambiguities in a mass culture which tries %o grab greedily gt

culture's outward signs for status instecad of patiently %%
cultivating those inner graces which are not even ncgotiable "§
at all in monetary terms. The process has in fact been so

discouraging in America in ithe past fifty years that many

humanists no longcr believe they ggg cultivate the masses. i;:
S0 a kind of Regents symdrome has taken over -- test the f&ﬁ
meriories of ths slobs on the surfsce knowledge they'll soon

forget anyway; their judgnente are incapable of cultivetion.

Pcrishing While Publishing

Scholarship is vitiated by a narallel defeatisn. For
' ed ;}f
one thing, if we follow/the discovery method in our own vork, L

the Alexandrianis:: of nmuch of our scholarship viould be dis-

ed }i
placed by adventur esome speculation condition/but not strait - S

Jacketed by the fullest possible knowledre. Our wark Wwould %@
then becoms rationally subjective rather than objective in s §§
e

pseudo-scientific sense, Trivial scholarship should bhe

sneered down by a confraternity with pride in its work. Yet f 3

25
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today humanists vho deride the secular wor'd for other-
directed men freely confess to slephontiasis of their own
biblic rapiies. VWhy? To placatc deans they rTofess to despise
(who are the pronoters but those too esger for promotion;

too willing to cornnromise their [putativq] high standards

to get cn thic sssistant-associate~full professc: treadmill

at a D-C-E -A-AA school; and so on into the surrounding
gloom!), What would happen if pi.fessors conducted a psycho-

logical sit-in on thcse demeaning pressures?

Epigoni Must Go!

The first thing that mizht happen would be a deciine in

ewigonism, Humenists night ses thet interoreting the implica-

tions of the knowlzadse that they aave accurstely established
is an essential aspsct of the huranistic transaction. Too many
humanists exhsust therselves prelininorily in data gathering.
Knowledrec remains cloi:s‘rered; uninvestced in thc moral and

acsthe tic decisions of extra-acadenic life,

One cannot sufficiently understand the crisis of Engl ish

studies in contemporary America if ons does not search ouc

the "logic% of its anomalics in the history of hgmanistic
o (o
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studies. Until almost yestcrday, a kind of lialthusian fear

has inhibited the humanists' action vis-a-vis the creative =

life &f his ovn timecs., He haos heen anxiety-ridden sbout the

precariousness of high civilization.(Charccteristically too
he succumbs easily to the hubris that his study is, if not

a L4 * L3 L /
civilization per sc, then at least its apogee.)

Cultural Malthusianisn

The Malthvsian anKiety is the fear that the population

of barbarians is always Jjeopardizing a bare mrgin for sur-

vival: high culture is pereanislly vulnerablec to those
Visigoths forever poiscd at the outskirts of the City,

ready to plunder and despoil as soon as the Elite Cuard

drops its stendsrds an inch. This Victorian melodrama still o~
- [d - L3 L ,m‘;-}:
vitiates the humanities!' nosture to ards the creative life =
of our oun times. Letting in a few creative writers whc use

treditional forms, however, is no adequate answer. The

!\

university should cultivate stand ards in the popular fomms

L i‘;’j.:

of its civilization, |
g L]
The sentinental democrats who construed mass medie
g (vide "audio-visnel aids®) =s easy solutions to wugh s

ﬁ Q .2 7 f:/, 4
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problems have thrown the humanist off track by the ir untensble

programs. Comfort and case are not the reascas for intoegrating

thce new —odes of communication into the instrucitional procsss.

Eloguence is, "e need to remember the Iloratian dictum of

literature as both dulce et utile. In trying to justify the

inclusion of; first; vernacular and; ﬁhen; cortemporary
literatwes into the university curriculum, ths hwaenist

fell into & trap of cultural Jansenism -- his subject nad to
look tough enough to compete wit’. the shecr drudgery of Latin
and Greek translations. Thc wholec aprmeratus <f esbtablished
tests, unabridped dictionsrics, concordunces; EE.QLZQ; nekes
the true~bluc huacnist suspicious of a literetur e which is not
only immediately conprehensible to a dullish undergradw:te;
but «ffosds him intense intcllectusl pleasure as well,

To one who hos Fh.D-eified himsclf by submitting to a series
of obscureatist rites Jf passages; this seenf grossly uafair.,
Serlous 1iterature; after all; onght to hurt some. But
swudents balk%d; and demanded successfully, as Licnel Trilling

ha : lately pointed out, the inclusion of contemnorary

o 29 literature in the currviculum. You might say they conducted
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a successful snorc-in.
Acsthectic Janscnisnm

The gudio-visualists cffered aids; anodynes; as it
were; to deaden the pain the hunanist felt compclled to
inflict. Their whole cold war necds a re-examina’ticn; it
scens to me., The humenist hed too little faith in man --
inheriting Menichesn dispositions that suggested man had
to be flogged (metaphorically) into whatever viriue he
might briefly achicve. The audio-visualist is an grchetype
of the modern corrupted by a technolozical hubris; confident
that his machine can 4o zlmost anything. This very schizo-
parenis is what we are most concerncd vivh in our <ssay.
Our suggestions mean to heal the psychological division

which paralyzecs so much in contamporary cducation.

The humenist :iwust renounce his pedagogical theories besed
on fear and punishment, Ve must disavow %the assumption that
most nmen are ineducable, Indeed; wien one looks st the
wasteful way we have turncd humsne studics into mazes meant

to intimidate in the past, we're lucky es many neople staved

with us as have.

2.9
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The Impcrative of Prudence

A professional wise man vho is coansistontly foolish and
imprudent is ¢ foilure. lcnee the humcnist's shamcfully low
batting averapgec as a source of intallectual counsel an® noral
support‘ for the common schools in America is not just a
"too~-bad¥ thing; it ic a scandal; howevor repressed, And
the "Johnny-can't-read’-gome-latelics are involved in a
monstrously unfair case of projection. They try; unconvincu.ngly;
I should hopo; %0 blame our collective myopia on the mote in

a8 schoolmarm's eye, when it's the beam in their owvn vwhich

has really muddlcd mattors,

Hunarists Killed Progressive Education
Progressive education, it is argucd here, failed because

it was ecither scorned or ignored by the humanisc establishment.
If one proposed such a rargingl speculation before World War 1I,
1%t could have been dismissed with indifferencc. But the suc-
cessful experiencc of rapid language tocaching through the
oral-aural mothod was essentially a beluted; evan unacl-:nowledgec"x;

intellectual victory for thoc principles of nrogressive cducag-

-

tion. There were, of coursec, other reasons for the feilure
30
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of that dcucuational sirategy. Tiw cconeral anti-intellectuclism

of American society, for example, 4id not sustain extra

fauros the Socratic excnination of 1life uhich Dewsy outlined

n his Reconstruction of Philosophy. That anti-intellectualism

fods

derived essenticlly, of course; from thc activist traits of
our frontier past in which docrs eclipscd thinkers:, where
EGison and Ford put Henry Adems and Honry Jamcs totally on
the periphery of Americon consciousness. Morecover, the
side erfects o7 rapid industriaslization tremendously
accelerated the forees eroding tiosc traditional values
the classroom rathcr futilely attempted to inculcate. Mass
production made the autonobile infinitely morc atiractive
to the tcenager; mogs communication esteemed the vpopulsr
entertaincr as hero ir so formideble a way that the tescher
care to be regerded as a ﬁ_rgzdgc-; his tasks as ones easily
ignored or given merc lip ssrvice. This is to say that when
the intellectual and imeainative climate of the cconomy of

abundance glorified insistently a kiad of cellow consuner

.

hedonism, Dcwey's progrem of making the common schooi a

S/
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vehicle for humenizing industrial society could not sueceed

without the moral support of the pgcademic Estsblishment., It }
may even have failed with ti:e help of the university humanist. .

Without it, onc could scarcely expect anrthing but whaot has

heppened,
The Triviglizcd Common School

s o

The emergcnce of our kind of Educational Esteblishment in
America; with its iastitutional structure of schools of edu-~
cation; statec departments of education; and locsl superinten-
dents; is coiceivabio only in the absence of thoée intellectual
Yesources pcerhaps only the university humanist is able %o
provide., The trivialization of the common school -~ with
home economics; driver education; end a cheerlecader-football
coach mentality -- is then as much a result of the bad faith

of the humsnist as of the bad ideas of the educator,

Some humanists argue that their first duty is to their
% research, narrowly defincd -- that it is cven weird to
proposc that, say, a spccialist in medieval literature have

& sonse of commitment to common school cdAucation. But this

ERICR R0 filTTI0T0 " T

fallure of vision itscli sugrests just how far we have yeot

A
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t0 g0 ©0 coamprechend the crisis facing humanistic education

in America, The cruel paradox of poverty amidst rogress,

LETEN

of 8 brilliantly productive "pure® resz. 3l ... the humanitics
]

>

in America co-existing with the imminent disaster of our
center-city schools, is a messure of the sevcrity of the

crisis,

*

When Arnold; a titular dcity of the humanist, insisted
that men be taught the best that has besn thought and said;
he went on to argue; so that a fresh stream of new ideas
could be brought to bear on the problams of modern scciety.
Unfortunately for all of us; professional humanist and
common marn alike; Arnold's nrogram is only half undertaken
in our universities. The touzher half of the assignment; of
providing a fresh stream of ideas on the snomelics of the
human situation in contemporary America; has never really

*

been undertaken. Perhaps it has looked too political, as

indeed it mey well be, for the humanist to stopp to conquer,

The result has been & tradition of easy alionation, of

unearrued supsriority to the vulgarity and destrucbive

33
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conditions alich reke up motropoiiton Life in Axvican

sciiools and citie s today.

Gadflics,llancues

This is not, of coursc, to arguc +that the humanist

should succumb te the destructive tendchncies in Amcrican

T T T TN T T T T N S TR T e e T e

Life, Tar from it. “hat is reslly deplorable atout the
huneanities are its gadflies, manqués who never sting, who
merely buzz among themsclves at English Department mestings

and in Faculty Clubs about the witlicring vulgsrity of msss

culture. That disperity betiveen idesl and rcality is surely
unworthy of the tradition of engaged intell izonce the humani-

ties are supposed to reprcsent,

Nor docs it mean giving up pure rcscarch for mindless
activism, the acsthctic equivalent of politicel doorbell-
ringing. That would be a stupid waste of falcnt. Vie have
too iLittle high tdlent as it is in the hmnanities; larpcly
S becausc academic imperialism and political ecgalitarianism
have overextcnded as well s underfinanced our en‘terprmse;

and bescsuse our action-prone sociecty attracts mor> of its

; vital talents into the secular s.3%0Or of business and
3 Q 3 y
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affairs thad into our own. We nced to husbend the high B

talents we have., Mass communication indced is onc way to

Fusband thert. )

Perfceting Texis or Men

But this kind of sulking in the tcats of our libraries;
whichh has ensued anong some of us because the Fcderal
Governncnt woi't prove its good faith by finuncing standard
cditions of ma jor Americen guthors, is; I nust coriecss,
discouregingly ungensrous. Do we lack pcrfect texts as much
as we lack perfect confidence in the value of what we
already know about Emerson; Whitman; and Thoresu far the
empty minds of teachcrs and students lost on the bettle-
grounds of the contemporary American city? Prudenoe; after
all; is supnoscd to bc & primary offect of humane studies.
Can we in all candor arguc that catching compositors?
crrors in Hawthorne's puevre has any mcaning when%e Know
full well that the centers of ocur citics have become unin-
habitable? How perfcct a text of "The Cclcstial Railroad"

do we necd to counteract the American innocence shout

progress which has led the cities to this impasse? One would
3$
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suppose that it might be rcgerded as a failurc in judgment

to call a confcrence on the history of fire-fighting equip-

ment in the midst of a conflagration,

G Go1rs Withoub Fiywhcels

Fante o W)
LLUL A

©)

Since this indictmcnt of the hwmonist bcegins to sound
like a theory of diabnlical conspiracy, lct us pause for
perspective. It is not argucd here that overy ovil now be-
deviling American culturc can bc traced Tto a dsfees in the
prof essional hunanist's mind and bohaviqr; Fer from that;
it is preciscly tr> sequestration of the humcaists! cnergies
from the major ncw institutions which set the direction and
quality or Amcrican life which is thc problem. These insti-
tutions can scarecl: beccms civilized fast - enougn without
the special talent of the humanist; of which the English
teacher is the mostllumerous; and throughout the educetional
system; the most consistently conspicuous cxample, Our so-
ciety needs the humanist badly; but it neceds hiuw vhcre the
action is, cisturbing, tcsting, proposing altcornatives. And;

what is less clcar to the humanist, he himsclf needs the

activity of en«ngcment to fulfill himscly prorXessionally. An

36




isolated humenist is a gencrator without a flywhcecl, -

Despite our current canonization of Thorcau, Proust, and

Kafka, clicnetion can ncver become o strategy, only a

tactic vwhich must be continually assessed for its current
value as a way of civilizing society. We have fallen into
the trap of thinking that in the wasteland of wmodern America
one must be content to cultivete one's own kind of beanpatch
near one's own kind of Walden Pond. This is to miss the
moral implications of these minority rcports on Progress;
they are meant to shaiie or shock us out of our marsal and
aesthctic squalor; not to suggcst that, finally, integrity
is impossible in industrial socicty. In fact; the supreme
irony seens to be the emergence of a jot-set profcssariat
which effects Jeremiah-likc gestures behind the safc barri-
cade of an cxpense account. Xt is perhaps past time that

the humanist confront just how deeply he is implicated in
the disorder he so rightly deplores, He is; indeed; Wi th

honorable suggestions, as contained by the lerger -

Esteblishment of Americe as an gncien regime as his junior &




exccutive countcerpart outsidc Acadome.

The Corruption of Amcrican Individuclism
It is really a wastc of timc, mart of the outnoded ad

hoc tenper of the Americén praginatist, to receommend innova-
tions which safeguard the iradition of the craft of English
tcaching; if onc does not comprehcnd Bully how the excesses
of smerican individualism havc ccrrupted the humanist without
his ever becoming aware of how he to vorshipped before the

Bitch CGoddess Sucesss,

mere is

n

o little innovation in Euglish tcaching partly

}

)

the incentive system wvithin ths accdenic cgtuolish-

cr

W

<
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&
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nent. Junior professor s do not do what ticir seniors do not
expect., And those now senior did not do what ti:cir secniors
did not expect whcn they werc trying at tac turn of the
century snd for two dccades aftcr, to cstablish Yeasy"
vernacular literaturcs as fit subjects for scholarly study.
And so; in the ebscnce of difficult teoxts, they iwvented the
Himg .aya of purc resesrch, As soon as it vas ﬁhere; they

had, by definitiorn, to climb it. No onc ever stopped to

question wae..- any and evory pcak was womth the effort,

%




That kind of talk demcralizes the born wuntain climber.
Everyone assvred the stuuwy of modcrn vernwculars should be

a similacrur of tiac pogan litcraturcs rccov.rced in the
Rensissance. Anld sincc everyone vaatcd to be pronotcd ss

fast as possible; cveryone asscntcd to thce uinexamined
premises. This has created thoe absurdity (reccntly observcd
by me) o very succcessful profcssorr ashomed even to doseribe
their doctoral theses, diismissing the curious with the
crestfallcn adnission that thcy iust did some Ph.D. drudgery
they'd rather forget as intellecctually and immginatively un-

mcentionchle,

The Disscertation Stock Markst

Some graduste students, less othcr-directed, have
shrewcly pleyed vhe ascademic stock mnrket; hopping on the
Faulkner bc.dwagon, nr spcculating on the ilelvillc boom,
so that thc notle anbition of "a uniquec contribution to
knoviledge™ has frequently declined tc a choijes of a top ic

"you can nckce a nationsl renutation on." Such arriviste

acquiescence in cheap jobbing has crcated the paradox of

8 profession commited to the candid Socratic exzmiration

39




which is almost cntirely innocc.t of scif-cxamination

itscl.,

The OQver-Trampled vinevard

The “publish or perish™ scsndcl is ¢ direct result of
our not c®Orcising the idols of our oun accdemic cave,
Retiring 1MLA prcsident Morris Bishop complained in 1964
that the vineyards of scholarship were suffering from an
acute case of ovcer-~trampling. Litﬁlé wondcr ., 4 false
anclogy from natural science hac nersuaded the uneritical
that "pure research®” in the humanitics justifies any and

cvery topic. Ironically, this "waluc-free" objcctivity

means in fact that wholly capricious ressons in fact sot the
rescarci ageada: what s graduatc school profcssor haprpens to
be hookecd on at the moment (for equa lly fortuitous reasons;
probably); what fellowship scems graspablc;'whet unworke Gw

{unwor kable) papers happen to be at haond.

, Only the fact that as Anericans with g corrigihly
innocent philosophical naivete vie share the cverly Eapiri-

cist vemper of our socicty cun account for the vincyard

4O




trampling some erc beginning to gucstion. In allil truth it is
not sour grar.. S0 conbend that humenistic scholership cannot
bc volue-free., And our lack of self-cstoen vis-a-vis scicnce

only exaccrbatces the problem,

Voluc~Conscious Muneanism
All the great ages and movements of scholarship and

c¢rit:cism have been value-lade., which is not at 51l the
same as being triumers of the truth. Take the Reneis sance

Humani*ies, for cxample:

«eobhe humanists regarded classical antiquity

as tkc most subsitantial summstion of human cx-
periences; but they were lcss concerncd with
Placing it in a museum than with using it to
revivify the prosent and the future., There is

no humanism without this double movenment: we

seek to stecp ourseives in the richest traditions
of culture, in order that the still living sap
may swell the life to be,

== Charles Baudouin, The llyth .
of Modernity (Allen end Umwin)

Or take liatthew Arnold, Raymond '7iiliams has rominded
us that we usually overlook the crucial clincher in that

school supcrintendent's aneslysis of the traveils of emcrging

mass education in Britain, in Culture and Socicty, pp. 1li-

115,
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And surely no one would deay that thc Fliot-Pound 1

perspective vhdcel: has dominatcd university English curricula

i «g&
— by 2 | g
ln the posst gencratvtion is perncctedg nolivical end sociologi- ;
cal progran, e
The semi-litcracy of tie hordes of "college® students
now confronting thc college English profcssor,we must remind g
oursclves, is one legacy of the alicnation of the acadenmic =
establishment from thce devclopment of the elementary and =
high school curriculum since the turn of the twenbticth 5
century. This alicnation, we now besin to see, has been L
e
L : 2
| dissstrous. It is incumbent on the English prof essor, not
Just as o matier of charity but of the simplest justice, %o
i s
|
invest such encrgies in the rcconstruction of the cormon
school curriculum as arc ncccesary to comensatc for more
than Tifty yecars of failurc tc help.
, The Compaign that Foiled Twice ‘ %,
i
One of the most scrious consu ,ucnees of the humanist's o,
f *‘,,,
%"

descrtion of the ficld of common cducction was that it left

¥ L
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the sentimen<tcol cxpinsionists uncpposcd. This chcapened,
first, primery cducation as alrcady slLort rcsouwiccs vicre

diverted into thic estublishmont of g widely~bescd secondary

an

cducation, And now oo nrcavcounsd with the same in-
flation. So long as Amcrican culturc prctend s that educction

is a Good Thing in its official idcology but acts as if it
docsn't matter in practicc, it will be crucicl for the husenist
to resist equalitariunism vhieh lets, say; gveryone get into

collcge inctead of using tlc pressurc on collecge entrance as

& mecans of making high schools becons inereasingly dceent in

3
Ehe

g

A A Tws ~ o
stenscrids, Bven if

‘..lo

tiic battlc is lost more thun twice;
1t is essentisl for somcone to keep resisting this kind of
acsdemic impcrislisnm. And sines the humanist is a specialist
in the clarificatinn of values; it is primerily his tesk +o
indiet this confusion of expconsionist illusion'with denocratic
rality. And the English professar “mosc work is most comuro -
mised by the numbers gunc has nolicy as well as

principle to

motivete him to this long struggle,

"
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b The Enemyfs.\leapon '
Indsed, I suspect now that tiic Enal ish profcssor is

strugg’ ing ageinst tho exncdient cxp-isionism of the budge tders

for vhom bigness is everything and cxecllenzc g shibboleth,

he moy find it cven more difficult to be rational about
mass communication beeause the cxpensionists resard the
newér ::cdia as convenicnt theoretical solutions to the
consejucinces of thecir ovn territorial embitions. Mass medis
thus seem , by dcfinition almos*t; g weapon of the enemy.
Yet surely a sense of irony is zn indispensable side of ihe
humonistically nurtured tempersmcnt, Thor® is much mare at
stakc than the trivial posturc of promoters in sheepskin

clothing.

% For vhile we mey agrse that the university is nost
useful to the world when it nost resists the blandishments
of *he secular world, whcn it remeins a redoudbt of clear
vision; coher cnt values; and responsible continuity in s
world dominated oy fuzziness; expcdiency; and innovation;
1% is equally true that if mass communication doss not

become morec civilized, modcrn civilizstion as e agpire to

¢
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bhave it is wrobebly not possibvle, It is one thing to

jealously hushbcnd onc's resources in a prodigel world;

-
O

it is anuth-r to assume that those TLSOUrCcSs _ars an o

[

I3

in thermselves rather then g fulcrum point for raising

. Stenderds in the world at large. It is onc ﬁhing; this is
to say, for the univecrsity to remain an unequivocel critic
of thc inadc-uacies of nmass communication; but it shouldntt
for s moment fall into the Tacile trap of sassuming that the

new institution is ncr 8¢ incorrigiblc,

Iaventing Snobhery

As one scens the history of the humanist in tvientieth
century America; one cannot help but think that a kind of
inverse snobbery was at work: the smaller the circulation,
the more valuabic and thereforc prestiglious the medium,

Oftcn this parddox - aid in fact hold; rut as a

principle it is mctaphysically untenable amd historically
untruc. One wonders how many advertising copywriters drc.mcd
of writing thc Great Amcrican Novel (instead bf raising
standards of truth and taste in thelir givenitrade) because

of the imnlicit contempt for modern lifc end institutions

¢S




o T e e - - - e e e A N I R R T U - ~ D0 L. 4. - —

in the Ivy Leaguc EBnelish major bcefore the Canteel

Tradition brok= up undcr the snecrs ond geod sense of ©Ths

new Americen vriter in the 1920's. BExpctristii-on of varioas
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popular media. The brief flurry of Marxist activism in ths

¢

1930's taught those who succumbed tn its lure that popular

institutions were terrs incognita to the humanist where in

exchange for commitment he suffered acute embarrassment, even
betroyal, Overcompensation for the inricence of the llarzist
encd

interlude still further deep/ on the ideological conserva-
tism of the '50s and '40s. New criticisn, whatever it meant
in terms of greatly expanded teciinical expertise in the
tecching of literature, was old fearw about industrialisn

!
confounded. And no English® professor in his "right" mind

urged his brightest students to become independ ent-minded

filmnalzers or tc wrest independence within the new institutions

’ of television, Get into Kenyon, Poetrv, Botitgoghg. Oscure.

That 's where the status if not +the action was.

So that, realistically, vhen one proposes, as this

. /
o report does, a aajor kind of reassessment of the hunanist's ¥6




posture vis-a-vis mass communication in al? its f,orms  he A

knovs he's runming against the rain, And unless he is g3
& ag

noustrous egotist or has come t0 a new understanding of

the situation historipally; ne would be exbtrermely reluctant

tC gropose recommendations with the confideance he does. Others
will hasve to construct an egotisin index; T think; in fact,
thet I have c¢n historiecal explanetion vhich allows fis to

view the future vith much less rigidity than even a year ago,

This perspsctive involves & crucial episode in Englis

- S -

intellectual history and an analysis of tre breakup of the

American middle-class ancien regime under the force of the

civil rights and sit-in agitation,

The Post-Progressive Retrenchmen t

The progressivist interlude in common-schonl education
in America, which coincides rouchly with the period during

which the humsnist absented himself from such problems

4

(ca. 1900-~1950), attempted to dc so many vrivial things

telephone conversations, dating, etiquette, snd relatedly

3

prosaic “communication tasks -~ that the hiwuwranist re-
&7
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entered the curricuiw: dialorue with a savagely retrenching
mentality. To be all things tc all adolescents; he argued;
was to be nothking much for anyone. llence crose, arter

CTE, ASA, and CIEB, ULie currently
acceptable trivium in Eaglish -~ langua ge; liceratur e; and

connos: tion.

There s much to be said in favor of such a coacentration
of energies, One can, indeed, teach only a few basic thirgs

. I} - R - . . - - . .
well; a fortivrpidue cen only teach what one knows., The latter
J

assunption, ho:ever, tends to checkmate two kinds of reorgani-

-
3

zation of the hunmanist

pde
fts

¢ curr culum, one concerned vwith the

Jode

tota. aesthetic context of literature, the other considering
the importance of understanding non-lJestern cultur es in the
light of an emerging world community. I would contend that
if the hunanist is to be as imaginative as the Zacharias ,-
bloc has been iy revisin: the science cur riculum; he nust
define his task in such a way that it includes the se two

new dimensions of his subject. The flabbinesz of the pre-

retreiichment phase should not keep him from expandins, or

¢ 8
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redefining the curriculunm in rigorous vwavs, Studying the
telephone is not the scme as learning Canadi:zn poetry.
African literature is ruch, rwueh more important than dating

etiquette. Past mistakes are no excuse for fubure infl exi-

bility.

Seeing Culture Steadily and Yholly

The total aesthetic coutext of literature was; until
recently; unteachable in any widespread way. Cheap wrirnt
arrived in modern Wesbtern democraciecs &t the precise monment
that they were devising mass educational stratenies for the
cmmmén'schools. This technological fact froze the curriculum
in a peculiar fo?us witich abstracted printed art forms from
the rich non-literary ambience which gave the literature its
speclal qualities to begin with. We mﬁst now examine the
defects of this strategy in the 1i-ht of more recent techno-
logical opportunities for teaching culture, Emerson; to take
an example from my own specialty, w~s what he was mrtly
because of his’intellectual gid imaginative rfiliations with

A

the sculptor and aestletic theo%%st HIaratio Greenough. To

rrb ot et by S Ransly steammen i
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try to compreicnd the former vithout an awareness of the
latter is to be cortent with a now easily corrigible

astignatism Similarly, there will be no ade.ustve comprehen~

Cole and the Hudson River school of artists. No comprehension
of Bryant's post-pvoetic journalism without the story of his
collaborating with Frederick Law Olmsted in creating Central
Park, Later; no iart Crane without Joseph Stella., No Dreiser
without the Ash Can schéol. ligss media used artfully could
£ill both underprepared teacher and hence undertaught student
to see American culture steadily and vholly for the first time.

It can't be done without the newer media, either.

UNESCO As a Courier for a World Community

If we cannot comprehend American (and by extension
Western) civiliiation steadily and as a vhole if we abstract
from the richness of its extra-literary ambience; we shall
be blind indeed if we try to understand the emerging world

community without accepting the inevitable if unenviable

new burden of studying non-Western cultures. This is a hard
SO
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seying, given the rotrenchment mentality  but theré it is
-~ the humanist®s responsibility in coming to terms with the

anguish of contemporsry maa's transition from tradit ional ©6
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modernizcd communities,

TUNESCO has taken the lecadersiiln in this inmensely
exceting task, and the first bit of homevork the American
humanist has to accept is anexamination of what that ageucy

has done already and what it proposes eventuslly to do. The

T

first thing this horework will revescl is that UITiSCO's

3

4

L

>

X

1
N
>

greatest intellectual strensth is its onen-minded revision
of what "scholarly publication" must become t0 meet the new
agenda of creating an adejuetecly civilized world huaanisi,
ly. . '
UNESCO uses briilient/pnotography, film, redio, and televis ion

as well as print to do viaat has to be done, Ve must learn

as much,

The New Tradition of Elocuence

Take UNESCO's extraordinary exhibition, “The Art of
Viriting,® which explicates with all the eloruence of modern

photomontage the greatest human schievement, the indis- $/

rp——
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pensable gid in liberating the individuul from tyrranies
of time and space .hich inhibit the exfolistion of his unique

personality,anrd the humanist's priancipal tool in his twin

tasks of literacy and cultivation. ilere is where humanist
responsibility and social demand converse. Thae hand some

° # . ] ) ~
catalog raisonne of the exhibition refutes vholly the

fallecious sssumption thuat newer media replace print.

I3

We need nore, hot less, print; resonating &s it does in
this kind of exhibition, with a new tradition of el oguence
civilizing thc potentials for humenism in modern medis of
comnunication. Others point the way. Industrial desiguer
George Nelson's nhoto exhibit at Colonial Williamsburg;
polymath C.arles Eames's film on science as & humanictic
cnterprise in Minoru Yamasaki's Science Pavilion at the
, Seattle Vorld's Fair, Creig Cliborn's slide essays for the

Viinterthur lMuseum, llarshall Fishwick's Slide Packs on
American Culture for the Vemyss Foundation, Carnegie's
K Santak collection uccessible to high school history and

literatur e teachers. There are just enocugh examples extant

,i L
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in this new tradition of hunanist ecloquence for one %0

o7l A S

be confident that one's soeculastions arc not a bit Utoniean,

éi
£

however visionary.

%
¢
; Beyond Audiovisuzlism
Y
In my opinion, audiovisualism hcs thec sane strengths
] . o e e s .
i and vecknesses as cepital-E Education, of which it is a mejor
ally. Its strengths are its faith in popular educaticn,
its involvement in educational problems, and its willingness
to exXperiment, Its wesknesses are a sentimental view of
" learning not nearly tough-minded enough, an uncritically

expansionist attitude, and a simpleminded faith in rechinery.

Like the humenist, the audio-visual man's virtues are

=

mirror images of his vices. Thus I think it esseatial

particularly in the elemcntary and high schools, that

R

P S

English teasher trainees be encouraged not to be intimidated

by the audiovisual infra-asesthetic complacency. Do-it-yourself

£
e,

\
‘€ »
1

variations on first-rate media have sn important place
in the elassrocm (as I shall try to suggest at length under

"Logistics™ in my remerks on the overhead projector as a
n 53
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tra..sitional mess wmadium), but one of the first tasks the
humenist should assunz as li¢ re-enters the fray of comncn

school education is to cleanse the Augcan stables oX

Herculean task. ilave you ever looked at the obscene
graphics of the typical primer? Why isn’t Ben Shahn or
Antonige Frasconi doing them? The whole third-rate gquality
of instructional materi-ls pubts me in ~ind of a kind of

Hooverville of the spirit, just barely existing.

A Place for Ancteurism

When I argue that we dhould begin to be ruthless about
the quality of #instructional materi;ls“ (ugly serm I wish
I could replace with the simpler "art®) we use in cduc ating
our young; I do not mean to exclude the professional craft
of the teacher or the soretincs shazpgy anateurism of the
gtudent, Both need tc flourish in our classrooms in a
healthier relationsihip vith the first-rate creative than is

now the rulc¢. Great art energizes the spirit, releases

undreamed-of rcserves of noral and acsthetic encrgy. But

S




. et
amateurism prepsres onc best of =1l for the first-rate, ﬁg
and we shamefully <eplect the educative potential in the 2
extra~curricular amatveurism of our students. The teacher's -
precious craft is precisecly to be the catalgst botween the :
private, semi-articulats vorld of the amsteur and the )
pubiicly eloquent domair of the sericus artist. 4 classroom v
nust become a place vhere amsteur inclimations are enmpeed ;7
in the cultivation of respect for and exjoyment of the
the superlative,

Take the still and moving picture hobbhies. Almost no %

one has seen the obvious value of using these home media as o
L

Rva

ilnstigators of a decper and wiler literscy among tlhe peop le. }f
*

. . of )

It tckes so little time, too, to herness this vitslity. One N
-

day spent shoving why Ansel Adams is the Robert Frost of i
. »

California landscapes is enough to start students thinking .
of the formal elements in their heretofore Xodak-like i
(you press the button, we do the rest) non-srt. Thames %

explicating the richness of a really first-rate photog raph

$ S




(see Beaumont Newhull's The iHistory of Plivtography, Museum

of Modern Art, 1949, or Lis cssay on the photographic

slides in Arts of the United Stutes, William W. Fierson, Jr,,

— 3 BT _
a1l illadl

tha Davidson, eds., McGraw-dill, 1960} and term

papers with photograpaic illustrations (rejected if they
are the visual analog of sentence faults or run-on sentences).
Ccption cxercises, patterned on Life and Look, will do more

©o cultivate precision and economy in diction than sevent y

sermons on "“The Dutr to Be C.usry,

The same with movies, We ought t0 encourage our stud-nts
to become as articulate as possibie in eight-millimeters;
setting them tasks (Usliness in Hometown; U.S.A.; Tie
Cit yscapes We Are Most Proud Of Here; Tcenage Leisure:

’

Pop Art and Pop Kulchur), exhibiting thecir work in class

and (nﬁg criticizing it cendidly but afrfectionately. Out of
such exhil ating dialogues; by the way; will come the next
generation of photoescayists and filmmakcrs vho will never

think of schizophrening their artistic lives into high and

low, ssrious and pop. They will say what needs to bz said
S 6
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with the eloguecace cvery Z- 1ish tcacher along the way will
have inelped them to master, And those vho don't, finally,
have the talent end dedisction to bocome great in these new

fornms wiil swell thet sudiencc whose oun amateuricm (in the

1

original sensc of the term) is the kind of greatness Waitman

argusd was a prolegomenon to great Art, llost of all, the
teacoor needs to have a ficrce lover's < uarrel with popular
cult.re, beaming when it svccceds, beroting it vhen it gives

in, kissing and meking up when it justifics a deep love,

Tne ¥etisn of "Creativity"

A gnaviing doubt avpout the valuc of organized educstion
accrucs from nur recollection thet some of owr freest spirits
Leonardo; Edison; Zinstein -~ have made their unique
contributions tv molerniiy in spitec of Toarmel education.
There scems to be somcti:ing about the burcauecratization
of education which dininisihes thc very best talents when
it would exalt. "Acadenic¥ has becone a pejorative beccause

of what we night call the "Salon dq;RczuscS irony. Psrheps

some constitutior-1l timiditysg%rivels the mind and heart of the
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man viho submitse o the iactitutional bonds of ocrpanized
educational 1ife. Tcrhaps only “bcd* scheois, prorly
financed end incomnstently staffed, corrupt in this ways
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gs subversive of th t personal maturity vhich, when

achieved, unlecashes the inmeasureablc enecrgies of the

frce individusl spirit.

Yet we must meintain toc an awa:encss of tie result of
an cxtra-academic ovcrcompensation for this oros ion of
crcativity. “Crcativity” has become a shibboleth for
public-relations men blowing up a brainstorm; for narcissists
achieving fame as acsthctic solinsists in scatolosical
writing, sbostract innovationism in the plastic arts:, ta pe-

recorded happcnings in iusicolopical exncPiments, in anti-
iy [ & - H

films tike A-dr Varhol's cighi=hou. nmczler; of the cinema,

iSlcep. A viu medialwould e¥oid both kinds of corru-hion,
}
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Thec Best 1As Jdeccssary

-~ -

There is a vocal tigory in audiovjsu'al cduc ation today
that aesthetically excel lont igstructionsl e terials are not
only not necessary, but that “icscarch¥ rlious tlut technicelly
inperfeet programs are souetincs more cffcect:ve (runctiona 1ly)
then well-produccd ones. fuite apart from the Qestion of how
crcdiblc sueh rescareh is {as it alwuys dcals in “no significant
diffcrences® onc wondcrs really just hou controllabls the
variables are); therc is the nuch too unccnvincing postulate
that bad art can be more instructive than g0ood art, I have
a hunch this thbory is g kind of elabora’ce; scientific-
sounding rationslization of sciii-competaice. T . grass-
roots fallacy in American education is still bascd on little-
red-sciioolhouse concept s, L.oc:ally prodw ed (cven tcachcr-
created) materials are per so nmore mannc-like than o Fad
Foundation - controllecd Goliath like IFACT. (Onc of the
few rcasonsbly competcn. telc courscs in Angrican literature

was the one donc by Eostign of Iichiigen for thut imepinatively

orgenizcd consor tium; that the chperifacnt was snuffed but
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by many tiny peoplc vho wanted thceir oun privetc picce of
the action is something that should h.ount thc educationai
broadcaster's conscicnec for some timc.) We can do witiout
thousands of flanncl-~board experts; what we ncecd arec a few
of the greatest artists we have, crecting instructional

materials from kindergerten through tuclfth grade,

A Sophisticated Rcsearch Agcnda

Morc courageous souds, like Professor Bishop of Corncll;
are begimiing to wonder out loud whether « trampled viancyard
is & tolerablic irony in a civilizcd cconomy of humane studies.
.he skeptic could cvcn ask what SOGS on when the salt scems
to have lost its savor, Iy own tcentative spcculation is that
the hunonitics arc muddlcd prcciscly beezuse Quianists
opted soretime during the Gildel Age to becoae a highly *
cerebral cheering section for the JASP < .tablishment and
have never really got ten off Lhe hook of bcins the Ivy
Lcague e-,uivalent of finishing schools. They have defincd
thcemgselves as custodians of culturc for an clite; rataer

then as cultivators of maturity for the masses. You can

6O
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hardly blanc tihicvor, botter, 1t is easy to undcrstend the
tcmptation to vhich th¢ succumbed. It's the old Ewrsonian
dijcmma: thc Jucksoniens have sll the good principles; but
the Whigs have a2ll the good men. Il tokcs a larsc-minded
man indcecd toPXchange the good nen with outroded principles
for the not-yet mcn vho have a possiblc futurc as pcrsons
for the first time in history. liany of‘us havc not yct
couragc cnough to help the latter. Turc vie to accept the

challenge, overtrampling would diminish.

Translation as a lMajor liode of Scholarly Publication

The overtrampled occidcantal vincyerd suggests anothe?
rena far Lrained humanists: translation of African, Latin
Americag; and Asian litercturcs by norsons who heve sound
scaolarly prceparation in comperetive liter:ture and who
arc flucnt to the point of poctry in the oxotic tongucs,
If vic rcally beclicve our bvasic postulatc as hunanists --
thet litcrature is a special kind of knouledge indispensable
to the Tullcst lifc -- then the shrinking globe would scen

to impose on us with the riggf/of'a syllogism, the rarpid




accessioning of the litoreture of . cnerging nations.

K -owledge of thesc new literotur cs would scen ©o 'bc a0t just
desirablc but mandatory. Thc Bliot rationale of put ting, the
reader in possession of the work asswics an unanticine ted

and unpreecdomtcd dimension. I would gucss thc cxterior
scrvices of the BDC *ould be a zood placc to begin reerniting
a group of such polylingual litcrary critics, Eventually
pcrhaps many of the new Ph,D.s in translation would csrn

part of their kcep as scarcc intcllectusl resources by viorking
for cducstional broadecasting. A cadrc of translators is higher

priority than perfect toxts of American classic suthors.

As soon as onc accepts the disciplines of intcrprctation,
he forcswears triviality. "hot is vorth communicating is worthy
of investidgation. A grcat dcal of humanistic scholarship is

ncither,

And oncc onc has assuxd it is incumboni upon the re-
Scarciicr to havc his own dialoguc with the non-spccialist
(the unattcaded scholcrly discovery is like the unhcsrd

Platonic timber falling in anéa%lpty forest ~- mctephysicclly
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interesting but morally and aesthnetically irrelevant); onc e
he adnmits this duty to an audience now much larger and more
heterogeneous than the aristocratic end middle-class one he
eccepted af‘bexjﬁhe inv;ntion. of printing, the whole concept
of scholarly publicstion will change., There are some things
which canmnot be best 35id in »rint. The University of Narth
Carolina press has accepted this principle by publishing s
book on medieval medical history which contains 35-millimster
color slides of nedieval images 1llustrative of the subject.

The color slides are cheaper and more precise than larger

bilack and vhite half-tone pages.

A Donestic Equivalent of Cultural Exchenge

s

Prudent men have tried to compensate far the political
tensions of the Cold War by going out of their way tc ac-
celerate the flow of cultural m terials between would-be
combatants. Wooing cur Soviet enemies and mollifying our
fearful European friewmds with displays of .iaerican culture
has the unarguable merit of putting artists £o creative

work, And if it fulfills its political promise, ve are
¢ 3




doubly blessed. But we nmust always be aware that the long-
range purpose is parapolitical, Before there can be a human
community on the face of the eai‘,th; there must be communion.
Art at 1ts best commences such dislogue. And as Rebindr. nath
Tagorse argued decadss ago; anticipating the possibilitv of

a globul hunan communit,y; befor e there can be significant hunsn
union there must be divercity, It is art's great responsibility
to make men sensitive to this paradox in their daily 1liv es;

to transcend all xenophobia by cherishing the protean

quaiities of the human spirit.

However much we ccn agree on the interim importance of
culture export as a function of diplomacy; we must keep
reminding owselives and our statesmen that the first v ue
of culture is not to establish international status but to
give a unique identity to a people. Ironicall:-,r; America seens
to be an underdeveloped naticn in this respect. The best
introduction to contemporéry American culture I have yet
seen, for example; was the Ford Foundation -~ sponsored

Perspectives USA (a serie¥ of 16 issues with essays and

X
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creative work fron cvery sector of American art). By comparison,
many ©ext materials seeil feeble and devoid of eloquence. Again;
USIA filrms about Anerican 1ife; many of then very good indeed;
cannot be screened here in the States. USIS exhibits on
arcnitecture and design deserve an American viewing. One
wishes; then; our educational and business institut ions

could set up internal circuits of inforration so Americ ans

could begin to understand their own culturef'

Comparable exchanges ought to be set up smong Znglish-
speaking peo_ples; beginning with the Commonvealth countries.
The Droadcssting Foundastion of Amerioa; sihamefully und er-
financed; is the natural vehicle for stepping up the Arerican
intake of understanding. The new and dynanic Commomrealth
Broadcasting Union and the recently organized scholarly
organization; the Association for Commonviealtn Literatur es;
have tl{e knowledge and t..e knovi=how to bri.n{.; off a really
significant experiment in the enjoy.ient and coripreiiension
of the creative diversity, now emerging in the Engl ish

literature of the world, ¢S




The Comnonwcalth as & Paredinn

The first Commonwealth Arts Festival (London; Cardiff;
Glasgow; Liverpool, September 1l5-October 2; 1965) has
identified the artistic vitality we will be tle preorer
for not knowing. Fifteen days of poetry reading; original
and classic thestre, f£ilm end television festivals -~ in.

a wide variey of genres tie Conmonwealth bloc has invented
a format ror integrabing old and new gonres in a civilizing
way. A humanities 'wofession scnsitive to the possibilities
of tiie modern world will find a way to apprehend these

Tiches for their American constituencies.

”

It is not a mere traditional Anglophile chauvinisnm
which makes one want Aiericans to attend to creative differences
in the Commonwealth countries, There is for the purpose of
this repart, so to speak; an ulterior motive. Amsrican in-
tellectuals for the nost part have only the vague st idea of
what broadcasting scrvices in the BBC tradition can do to
subpart the intellectual life of a countrv, Frankly; it is

my hunch that, wsre the collepe-bred to see how grievously

short~changed they are, both as consurers ond producers,

(A
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1istene:rs; and writc-rs; they would insist cventually thet
the NER and NET be subsidizod cubsientially and consistently
cnougn 30 that they cen begin to as»Hire to the level of
excellence taken for grented by the BRC and its scsthetic

heirs, CBC and ABC.

Heving lived as long as I have with the humenist's
assumnpti on; I spprecciate how ancthenutic this anarnoynous-
sounding alphebetizing must seem to thc readers whom I
most want to consider these matters. For I know most of
the symbols mean nothing; which I intend o suggest is @
great pity. It's an erblem of the humsnistfs sl ick rejection
of the corporate forrms which make modern lii‘e; good and bad;
indecd his ownresearch; brilliant or pede.ntic; possible,
de likes to thinl;; with Thoreauvian disdain; thot mass
instivutions sre themselves vhet i3 wrong with contemnarary
life. This fierce anarchic impulse (this Iuck lightin®
ocut for the tertitory) is & fault when not enter tained
ironically, Other societies less Adsmic than owrs have

intellectuals who know thic snd mys come to more honest

6 7
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terms witl the corporete foarms inherent in the interdependsance
of modern socie'y.

The Anarchic TInpuise
Indeed, the same centrifugal tendencv vh ich explains in

part the American humenist's aloofncss Tros bureasucrseis s;
what might be described as his implacable hatred of committees
where, by definition, one :ust suffer impossibie fools

grimly, this same Edenic urge accounts far the shoddiness of

muck educetional broadcasting and film. This "loner? tradition,
which often is the most transrerent of covers for individual
ambitions which could never survive in a grestor world; hss

led to the grass-roots syndrome 1 .ere 1lit erally hundreds of
radio stations and scorcs of ETV staticns attenpt to crcate

m terials wiaich could only be dons viell by concentrating
resourcas, Luckily; the educationd) broadcasters themselves

are caliing for the artist and profcssional. The tims, thus,

is ripe for rapprochement betvieen humanist and newer media

ertist.

The fear of fcderalism, we must be cgndid, is frequently

the tsrror of the undercompe%;eélt at disemployment. Yet the
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CBC welks off with the prizes ab the AERT Confercnce at

Ohio State each spring beceause it husbends its encrgies

in Toronto (it managss regional excelleice too; but only
beceuse Oof its prior commit.rent to a Tou thinzs done
superlatively). One of the reasons NAEB and local affiliates
sandbagged thé IPATI (1Mid--West Program in Airborne Television
Instruction) experiment was because s rag~tag asscubly of mercly
pretty fair brocdcesters were afraid a successful; centralized;
airborne television expecrincnt would Leep adjasent teievision
stations either uaderfinsnced or from cver getting on the gir
at all., The whisnering gbout resenting slick Madison Avenue

high--nressure methods was so nuch poudre aux yeuxs.

So the Tirst value to be geined by hoving the humenist
accepy the challenge of helping civilize ness institutions
like the common school aénd broccdeasting is that he could
crecte a bloc for the supsrlative in services 2lways

tempted to put cuentity over guality.

The Archcetype of Excellence

Lot us include es much as we can in our persnective.

The FMAEB aifter all did prove aéiecade ego what a 1ot of
G
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Amcrican money (. 250;000 plus from the Fund for Adult
Fducation) and & lot of Canadiun brocdcast elocuence could
do in popularizing without vulgarizing the most siganificant
of I‘ankind,  thirteen programs on the baesic concepts of
anthro;)olog‘; is an archcetype of the l;ind of eloquent
egnbodinent of sonnd knowledsge the modern world is exceedingly
hungry for. The sc;ries; in my judgmnt; in fact; is the only
truly suncrlotive rudio series Amcrican educational rsdio has
produwed., Its only classicj; really,., Skcptical humanists
should begin by hearing “A Word in Your EBar: A Study in
Lanpuaae® and “I Know What I Like: A Study in Art.” That
Averican radio is an aesthetic Appslachia for the ears in
the hunenist sector is as much an indictment of underin-
volved humanisis as it is of undersliillcd educational

bros dcasters,

The Filmmokor in Residcnce

I can taink of no better way of redressing this silly

ey .
H

sttt

situa tion than by establishing exschange “artist-in-

residence” fellowships 1in mass communications at mejor
70
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universitics; wilere the BBC traditions can be grafted onto
the shriveclled American trunk. We need to resd what; say;
Troy Kennedy Martin has written about the acsthetics of
tcelevision drana, and what he has donc in "The Diary of

@ Young lMan,” a six-part picaresqueé talc testing his omn
gesthctic thcorics empirically (and successfully). ‘e need
to see the kind of docurentaries BBC's tfonitoyr has been
doing; cspecially ones like Kenneth Ruscell's ground-
breaking biography of Debussy., I suggest such an exehange
be workcd out with the officers of the Commonv; ealth

Broa dcasting Socicty. They would locarn morc about America
as we lcarned how to create in the modcrn medig - & fair

exchange which wowld rob nobody.

The Pestival Tradition

The festival concept is one the humanitics profe ssar
in Anmerice would do well to consider. The modern world
has so completely orgunized energics in the spheres of
science and business that the arts; left to their uniguely

valuable yct idiosyncratic se%yes, will not exercise the

»



influcnce they nced to; if contcmporary civilization is to
be kept reasonsbly in balance. Festivals are; if you like;
nodern variations of the rituals pre-industrial societies
contrived over milennis to heighton awareness of crucial
turning points in the cycles of mature end of individusl
life: the reassurance at the return of spring; the joy

in a successful harvest; and ceremonics for birth; nanhood;
marriage, deati. More self-conscious sbout the imnartance
of art; and; indeod; more horassed by a sense that the
effluents of Progress thrcaten to submerge everyone in a
Zticky sea of trivialities; we orgenizc ritual celebrations
to one; another; or all of thec Muses, Fcstivals reminding

G = communities, as we reaffirm publicly to oursclves, that
no life wor thy of the sobriruet "free® igs possible without

the enhencerents of that consciousncss ije call art.

Ihe Artist in Residence Tradition

The way to get the lkind of aesthectically first-rate
teaching moterials we need and deserve is to extend the

"artist in residence® concept to the curriculum laboratory.
7 &
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We don't nced endless production lines of profitable junk;
we need but a few superlative works of art to open up the
sensibilities of our studeats to the exponential pleasures

of literary expericnce, To borrow from Eliot,we need a

few works of ar 0 put rceaders more fully into possession

of significant literary worka.

Let mc be specific. A fow years ago the Poetry Center
gf San Francisco Statc appealcd to seversl local foundations
to make a film on Theodore Roethke; then teaching at the
University of 'ashington. Who needs a film on poetry? was
the discouraging refrain, So the Center; in despcration;
turncd to the Student Government of their collcgc, vwhich
had the great wisdom to commit ,7500 to the nrojcct.

David Nyers; the filmmeker, scratchcd the rcst out of

his own pocket, The result; "In A Derk Time," complscted
less than a year before the poct dicd of a hcart attack;
1s the firet film I know which is as poetic in a filmic

sense as its subject and which does not intervene botween

poet and reader, but decepcns their communion. IHere is &

75
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paradigm for the humanist: Erxlich prof essors who cared aboub

the sad state of poctry teaching; a stulent governnent with
vision, and a first-rate filmmsker, T-.rc should be g lMycrs
at work in svery significant E:glish department on the
country. At the request of the ﬂdA; Ir, Ilycrs has prepared
a budget for a film on ilkrianne lioorc. That could be the

beginning of a very significant tredition.

Tiic Collaborative Aspect of liodern Communication

We shall not appreciste fully enough the challenge
facing us today if w do not cxamine the collshomative
naturc of the arts of mnodcrn comiminication, The achievement
of ¥In A Dexrk Tiwc,” by a poetig filmmaken; a dedicated
E:glish center; and an idcalistic student government, was
not the work of solipsists. The idea that an artist is by
hature a narcissist is simply one of the nmore egregious
errors grovuing out of an overreaction to philistinism.
llass communications; likc the modern communitics it makes
possible; is a complicated and intcrdependcnt thing; no

fit arena for willful childregi The Hollywood tradition
7
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of the committee dgsiruction (rather; cencellation) of
responsibility should not blind us to the fact that in some
places; more defensible traditiors do obtsin., I shall not
soon fargct, Ifor example; the BBV rchcarsals for "I

Good Soldicr Sehweik" which I watched in London. First

of all; tiac calm there diffcred sharply from thc surface
cxcitement so often observable bchind the scenes in

American tclcvision. But what most imprcesscd me was the
dialogue taking place between director and his collsborators.
The ligting men tactfully.suggested reversing positions of

a small and large man to solve a lignhting problen. Gene rously
received; the suggestion worked. Thc sound man gently raninded
tie director that since this program was to be heard in
schoois; the noisc lcevel had to be lowbr; naking a tishter
frame neccssary to lower the sound boorn. Acceptéd. We

should want our best students to emulatc such dialogues

in the U.S.4A.

—
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Patrons for:the Living Writer

Treditional strategies in the curriculas were essentialily

Strategles for K rsuuading mosdt tgcy weren't capable of
lcadersnip. In aristocratic societies; this was a sound
expedicnt, You had to havc a way to scrparuate a few po-
tentially privileged men from boys with little promise,
The Latin-Greek pubcrty ritc; to use Walter Ong's phrase;
workcd at lecast somc of the time. 'Then edudation expanded;
vernscular litcraturcs eased in as replacemcnts; but the
immediatc pleesurc of reading recadily comprchensible litera-
ture had to be "earned? by studying vernacular literatures
though the wrong end of the telescope; by enduring the
difficultics of vhat was really other langnages; and other
cultures; in Beowulf; Chaucer;-Spenscr; and Iiilton. Having
survived this rite of p.ssagc with onc's intcrcst in
literature still alive; one was rewardcd.udttlcﬁghteenth;
nincteenth; and cvcn tucnticth century literesturc, As

sccondary
mass/cducation gencrated its own indigestions ovcr this
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die’ of vcrnscular literature; safc clessies were trinmed
down (or sbolished sltogsthcr in Clessics comics;, that
insancly insipid confessicn of defcat in the tradit ional
strategy).

A Scnsible Sense of History

et v ol e @

Actually, if onc looks at thc mattcor dispessionately,

tha t is; without thoc vested intercssts scholars tend to
accumulate over a carcer of Spenser or Dryden; it is
ludicrous to expcct millions of peoplec to carry the
burdens of English litcrary history on the ir reluctant
shoulders, Thet was more than :ost of the very brilliant

in each era were able to mancge.

Vhet each man does nced and what the hunlanities; before
the risc of the New Criticism espccially; signally failcd
to provide, is an undcrstending of how to participatc in
the culbtursl lifc of his own timc. This doos not imply an
anti-historical bias, cither. It is a truism thah an
activated sensibility is voracious. Equipped with tho skills
needed to attend to complex works; such an individual

needs so arm~twisting to GSSLLSOQ, his responsibilities as g
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serious patron &n a popular cultural dcriocracy. Great

majorities of such an active public 1111 neverxr read

Paradise ng’(;‘(/;-,nimdced the clites of many non-English
(]
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without reeding i%). No single work is indispenssble toO

a liberal cducation; no s.ries of work: sclected from
every c¢ra of litcrsry history adds up to an awvakcned
historicsl curiosity. A sensc of history cun cxist on
nany 4dif feront levels., It can encom*)ass; say, the fiction
expericnccd since Jorld ¥sr II; or it can go back us far
s the Tirst ar, or to the risc of rcalistic fiction; or
to the dim prehistory of the form in popular romancecs or
storytclling, It doesn't really rake onc & superior patron
of living culbture to bc Tully inforned. Indeed, we all
know pedants who arc prcciscly such becausc they lave

let a passion far the sccurity of facts crode their
judgment. The historical sense is valuvable because it
make s our insgimation rosilient; owr intellect skentical,

Thet is to say, it deegwns and broasdens our cepacity for
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judging wiscly. Ripencss of judgment is all, we need
constantly to remind ourselvss as the bureaucracics whi ch
support the humenitics -- school, testing burcsus, depart-

ments, research institutes <~ ell vend to besome autotelic,

Hatving doecided the schools should concentrate -on
maturc participetion in contemporary culture; the tcacher
is then liberated to employ the whole r.ngc of historical
litorature in pedogogically useful ways. He pairs poems
with common thcmes centurics apart; snd world view and
style stand out boldly bcecause of the juxtaposition. Once
8 student hus experienccd the intellectual pleasure of
perceiving such a relationskhip, we will have equipped ::im
to roam at will throughout the centirc renge of 1it erstm‘es;

indigensus and in transiation,

Mareover, once the goal of humanistic training is
accepted as the imellcctual and imazins tion preparation of
studants to sharc in the creation and epurcciation of a

common

living /eulture. (of which the acccssibility of more historic

culture than any othcr society in the paust 1S both a 79
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potentiel blessing and yet too a sourcc of confusion),
once thnls task is clcarly definad; literary study cannot
be confined to the eightecnth-century genrcs. Phai;ograph;
film; recording, telcvision arc now part of that common

culture. To pretend to preparc studcnts for participatiori

in that 1ife without giving ®hen criticsl training in the

new forms is at beast obscurantism; at verst, lcarned stupidity.

Yet the teil of graduate rescarch so wags the dog of
andergradwet e and sccondary tcaching that no one scems to
have the wit and/or the couruge to call this spadc the
blunt; incompetent instrunent Tor digging it so obviocusly
is. Ve will not have a rcnovation of humnenc studics
domparable to thie Zacharias onc in scicnce; then; unti l
leaders in the humanities admit their theory of knowledge
is no longcr tenablc and conccde that the courses they
tcach must have as the primery task the prcparatlon of
individuels for a sophisticated participation in contempo-
rary cul'ture; as creators and as patrons. It may scem

illogical to some, but I do not evcn think it may be as
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necessary to chunge the curriculum itsclf as it is to chsenge
what we expcet of it and of oursclves., Ve are recally
victims of confuscd purposes: we've lost sight of our

task; vikich is to use the traditional visdom of man

to help thc frwmsture judge morc and nore wisecly in art

and litera__’curc; and through them to choosc wisely through-

out thc cntire rengs of decisions derandcd by modern life,

Can the Humanities Fe Burcaucratized?

This quostion has hauwited me ever since & pocte
scholar fput on®” g dinlig-room-ful of too~prosaic :zcholars
by entitling his after-dinner lecturé; "5 Festsehu ift for
Valt *hitman.» The pre-dinncr papcrs had been unwittingly
gec~-whizzy accounts of the happy inflation of priccs of

obscurc Waitmania and early cditions of Leaves of Grass,

an irony fron thc point of view of Whitman's kind of

¢. -sural economy. Had Agcnt 007 been a Ph,.D. candidate;

he might have thrilled in a low-key way to tales of manu~
. scripts saved in the rick of time -- from the reuches of

anothcr research library. Ouré 1/>oet countercd this disrlay
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of ped«ntry and joic dc mourir with a mock-Tcutonic disscrts-

tion on poectic tributes written by himsclf and his poet

friends -- all centering on thc contradiction that Valt

I-'!hitman; who looked for a popular audienoc; is known and
loved alike only by poets. {The scholars knew a lot; but
what pervcerse forms their loves for 'Z.utman took ~- they
should be punished by rceciting "“hen I Heoard the Learn'd
Astronomer® a thousand timcs, as the old schoolnaris uscd

to intimidate,) Can the hununities bec bur caucratizcd? Iave

L
' they not alrsady been undone by ‘thorqugh/ cercbral disguisi-

the
tions ncver in touch with/life, thc meoin truth of the

litcrature they profcss to profess before the world?

The Humanist's . Dilcmra
The ncrve-wrascking dilcmua of the humanist in s

{
world of massivec institutions is whether vwc will lose mare

by trying to bring the new creator in modern forms into
touch with the analytic scholar than we sain in vitality
of teaching. Weuld we gain more by c.ecating intorstices
in academic and comnunications institut ions; wherc the

loner could thrive? Vill a man who rcduccs Whitman to o

gz




’

» . -
v R e Ll e - - -

3]

s

SN S o B e T R AN DR D W

concordancc break the spirit of a filmmakcr of recal
talent? Is the filmmaker crcating a kind of ceriticism more
in keeping with the »oet th: n the pedaniry that would undo
the faith of sextillions of truc belicvers in Whitman's
magicul visions? Who indeed has & light to shine; and who
deservcs to be busheled? Four well-said poers on the trag-
dition on "hitmania and its co untc-:rcurrents; I begin to
believe; are more humenistic in effect than entire platoons
of dreery drudges committed in actual effect to a scarched-
carth peiicy on the clean and opan world of Whitman's

Leavce of Grass. Can you, onc must fi nally ask, keep

from disowning the real Whitman vhen you spend a carcer
flattering rich Whitman collcetors into belicving Jour
rare book room is the rarest of thc rarc? *lalt, who are

your friemls and who are your cncmies®

A Triumpn of Expcrtisc Over Wisdom
“A Triumpli of Expertisc Over Visdom" may be the epitaph

of the humanities in indus*trial Amecrica., The humanities are
being forced by the momontum of scholarly overproduction

farther and farticr away froa thcir principal function:

g3



clarifying the entire range of moral and acsthetic choices
this gencration must manage. As - the bibliogrgphies in
v.rions specialtics expand expomentially under the pre ssure
of the &scademic status system; it talics all the intelligence
nost humanists can mustcr to tccome ccrtificated as

a certain kind of specialist. The idcal of the wise man

is lost as one succumbs to the dictates of specislization.,

A vocotion diminishes into a career.

4 lMcbely Curatorial Iunanis

TS oheessive ow-focus of th¢e English curriculum
on "literary” concerns is a principal efffect of a humanities
profession so trivialized by spccislization, A wise curriculum
in the common school would bring traditional wisdom to bear
on all the moral and aestixtic choices men must mke in the
contemporary vorld -- fashion; indus trial ds-sign; architec—
ture, civic plamning. A purer—; Tuncontamina ted¥ curriculum
which rcfuses to stcp outsidc a litecrary orbit avoids
thereby painful controvcrsics with a power strue ture
thr iving on the creution of the shoddy., This ‘purism also

tends to generate a Golden Agc mentality which romanticizes

g+




prcindus trial cultwc, That it thercby unnmistakably does

is to me ke the humanitie s, by definition; thce concern of
the dilcttontes, This is a pathetic situation; for it gives
the humanist the heady illusion &ic is working manfully to
save civilization from mcan mnd mediocr< ambitions when in
Tact pg hes failed to provide vhat we lzavg!;very right to
expectjnim to provide? not a neatly burcaucratized array

of csreers assiduously devotcd to organizcd knowulcdge whrich
is nevcr used; but; rathcr; a humanistic criticism of nopular
‘nstitutions wl:ich cxerts a stcady, un.cvc.ing pressure Tor
amclioration upon them. The failurc of the Ened ish professor
to comc to tcrms with mass comnunication is thus part of a
larger problem: a failure of vision in = clierisy demoralized
by the ascendancy of science; a failure to sec that if the
humanitics are only cur-ator—ial; if they never formulatc a

vision of alternatives for the new socicty, they are nothing,

Dionysian _and'.Apollonian Participation
To participate exubcrantly and wisecly (the Dionysian

and Apollonisn sidcs are both nceded) in the cultural life

of one's own time is all we can rcnsonably expcct most men

23
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to accomplich, Critic.l ceuity devclops partly fron a

’

historical cense (tkc teacher must surcly have it), but

mainly from having one's unfledgecd Judsnent tricd again

and apsin, in flights intc the unknowns of acw cont CAPOrary
art. A false scicntism and a fear of failure keep most

of us tidily cnd incffebtivecly ticd up with historical
classics. Great Books src thc death of wisdom. This
staggeringly complex fixation on the "superior® past permits
the elsboration of s discourse anong a hendful of Chauccr ,
I-Iilton; Johnson; etce, Specialists; but it has practically
nothing to do ~ith thc cultivetion of mmturc Jjudgricnt about
onc's oun tims's loodic- dge of crcetivi ty. Indeed; to
Judge from the sansibility of somc of thcse hist ory~locke d
humanists; thce process cun disintegra“qc onc's capacity for

prudencce and discerinmination,

Hydroponic Scholarship

Scholarship in the humanitics today has no visible

connections vith evcryday American lifs. Onc rnight argue

that it shouldn't, and if what went on in this scctor of

the highcr learning today wierc that inpressive on shesr
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intcllcctusal torms; this argumant would be morc compclling
than it is, A morec credible cxplanation is that scholarship
in the huminitics has bccomc autotelic: fellowing Parkinson's
third law Vof 1
largc becgins to 38VE & 1life of ite cmn; oblivious of vhat
gocs on ‘fout thereV in the larscr world. Indeed; it is ny
impression that a great many humanists heve cffectively given
up on the modern world; and t:eir vork s spceislists in

some acsthetic noock and cranny in itself becomcs their own
excuses for POYiBE.What I think thc humenities are for is
quite dif fer.at: their job is to civilize the ncw institu-
tions of mass prcduction, comnunication; and cduc ation by
raising the litcracy and cultivation of the vroduc crs and

consunicrs in thosc inetitut ions.

The Flight from Poor Tcaching

The so-called "flight from tcsching® furthcr under-
scorcs tihe acquisscencc of the humanist in dysgponic fecatur es
of A . rican academic life. Thc folklore of graduate school
Ttreins the young humanist to flee teaching before he has

even begun it. In an era when thc biggest money and most

7




obvious status go to the acadenic ectivists -- Dusincss
adninistration, science, behavioral studics, eduwction -

it tekes a lirge-minded humanist indecd not to compcinsate

[

by vigorously pursu
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thc rescoreh grints

wnd froecdom from
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teaching responsibilitics which havce thrown thc ccononmv of
rescarch and tecaching cven fuwther out of bslance., T .o
"loncr® instinet of the hunanist conbincs with his justificd
opnosition to cgalitarian ovcrexpansionism to make him the
most antipathctic univcrsity person to innovetions to like
television teaching., A passage in a dialoguc arrenzed by the
EcCucational Bo - unication Systems group of the N.tional

A:.sociation of Educstional Broadcasters is reclcvant here:

Tschirgi: Some of you may have hcard about a
rccent seriecs of episodcs vic-had in Berkecley., Pirt
of the¢ problem is, of coursc, thc iccling of imper-
sonaglizstion in nmass education at the nrescnt timc.
Unlcss we arc very cereful, thc vexry focus ol that
antagonism will be the computcr., In Tact, the IBM
card was onc of thc imagcs which was sct up in
Berkeley as being what thc studcnts were rcacting
against, And ve are going to have to go a long vy,
for oxample, to ovcicome thc terrible disscrvicc that
has becen donc to tclcvision by thc casual comment
(2°C therefore the only onc which most pcople carry
around with them) that the purpose of tclcvision is
to enable the lccturcr to lecture to five thousand
instcad of five hundred students. Ti.¢ students sre
already up in arms bccause they fecl so anonymous
when they are onc of five hundred in s room; the thought
of bcing onc in five thousand sitting in front of g
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scrics of television scets is absolute anesthema, this
is horrifying. So we must stop this, and vc must re-
verse it. I try to de this 1littlc bit thencever I talk
seni-publicly, pointing out that thc role of electronic
communication is not to taske the hurmancnese out of
gducation, it': to put it back in. T-is is what tele-
vision can do., It'. not a qucstion of distributing s
leceturc to five tnousand instcad of five hundred
studcents; it's Ho cnablc stud nts in groups of no
merce than twenty to sit in & room with somcbody, with
a teacher. T Ly, as a srall group, experiencc a lcc-
ture coming over a $eclevision sct. Intcraction is
possible between then, with a sccondary teacher imme-
diately available to them. B: snccifying how thcse
techniques can re=introduce humsncness rathcr than
rcmove hunaneness, vic may bc able to overcome some

of the scrious damage that has becn done,

Miller: The educational equivalent of the Eippo-
cratic Oath sworn by faculty should state that every
faculty hour sparcd by computcrs or slectronic infor-
mation proccssine technoldgy will be spent in snall
personal intcractions with the studemts.

A few leaders in the humanitics complain bitterly in
private about the f1ight of some of thcir most brilliant
minds out of teaching altogcethcr into research professor-
ships; but the issuc nsver reachcs the point of opcn dis-
cussions. O'ce again we sce the travesty of more and more
stockpiling of critical intellectual materials with fewer
and fewoer front-line troops to cmploy these hard-to-get
resources in the dispiriting but neccssary fight against
ignorance and cocmlacency in g culturally impov erished

America,

27
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Suf foering Pedants Grinmly

The ambivalcnce of thc scholar vis-a-vis the publica-
tions crisis in thec humenitics is evidont ip Marius Brewley's

review of thrce ncw books on Scott Fitzgorald ("Great Scott,"

defends vincyard obertrempling as productivc of a kind of
collective critiesl wisdom; a consensus poetics; if you
will: "Excopt perhaps to the professional academic; there

is little morc depressing than the vast end growing critical

bibliographies that have attached themsclvcs to cvery writer

of importance, Bubt trivial or rcpctitious &s much of this
work inevitably is; the collective effort of evaluation;
analysis; and definition it rcmrescnts is important

toward reshaping the contours of litcrary tradition for
which there are fow other carctakers today than the pro-
fcssional critic,” Yet no onc with as finc an intclligence
as Bowlcy can long suffer foolish work gladly? so aftcr
dismissing a book which simpiy rehashcd earlicr books and
articlcs or churncd up data which got in thec way of sane

critical judgmont, he spcculates, "this rathcr wasteful

e
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duplication of effort must bc aettributcd to that nemesis
which is likely to asttend overproduction in any ficld,

and which is likcly to bc morc and morc with us as the

cation reguirements of academic communitics morc and

more insistcnt .’ Why in hcaven's name docsn't it occur

to the humanist that he is frcc to change thc publication
requircments? ‘/hy docsnt*t hc have the couragec of the
students he proiscs at Berkeley and rcfuse to publish
trivia? Why don't we hear morc cPiticism of publication

rractices?

The Ten-Pound Biography

The ten-dound biography, for cxemplec, may stend as
the symbol of humasnistic scholarship unwittingly mirroring
the aut omobile industry, over which humenists affcet such

moral and intcllectual supcriority. Schorer's Sinclair

Lewis, the Gelbs! ’ OiNeill, Swanber- s Drciser arc
as awosomc artifacts of industriousncss in their own way as
Detroit's prodiglous output is of its. No one would deny

thet thoy rcprescnt a foarsomely intcllccetual productivity,

v
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the literary oquivalcnt of Detroltt's mythical 9-million
unit year. but to invcst such talcent in cercebral lecaf-

reking is monumcntal bad judgment, when the litcrary

deteriorating. It's preciscly like making all Cadillacs

[ ‘.)‘;,

and no roads, Too much powcr to no possible purposc., We

SR

have somcthing to lcarn herc, it sccas, from Vene tian

gondrlas and Kwakiutl totam polcs,
Gondolas, Totcm Poles, and Teil Fins

Venetian gondolas today arc all paintcd an austerc :-‘
Modcl-T black becausc of sumptuary lcgislation stopping
a water-borne tail fin race some ccenturics back: ¢ -nspicuous
consumption was so overdecorating the craft that thuey werg
risking their canal-worthincss. Similarly',L when the
European trader gave Northwcst Indian chic;-%s their first

rcally big discretionmary income in the mid-ninetccnth

ccntury, totem peles, heretofore modcst four-squarc lodge

pillars, succumbcd to a can-you-top~this mentelity with M
biggcr and bigger polcs triggering tho carving of yot

still morc towcring posts -~ thc gargentuan oncs wc know

(/ L ‘;‘.'1"




bcst today.

The tcn-pound bidgraphy &s what haoppcns when intel -
lcctual gnergics arce channclcd out of sccondary and
undcrgraduatc cducation where highcr litcrary standards
could matorielly affcet the quality of our common life
and into bravura pcrformanccs, inspiring but fruitlcss.

This is not to complain that intclligcence is not displaycd

in such gergaentuan labors; it is Jjust to deplarc the diversion
of such brillisncc from thc work that nceds to be dono; that
has to be donc, that isn't donc bccausc of a shartuge of

litcrary inmtelligcnce.

The Marble Monuments Syndrome

Pcrhaps the grcatcst stumbling block botwcen the
humenist and a rationalc for "scholarly publication"
rcesonably congrucnt with thc necds of the modern world
is a fixation on permancnce; which I takc to be the tail
cnd of the tradition of Biblical knowlodge. Sccular
knowlecdgc becomes obsolcte quickly; end only a timid
or defecctive judgment kccps one from discarding and
displacing old idcas by ncw oncs. To be in print is to 23
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be permanent (unless onc is donc in by chemical dctcrioration
in paper). To be broadcast is to bc ephemcrsl. To be in

prestigious, say, Princeton yrint is to bec glorious. To

? 2 2 P i | | TP S,
bc on NBC's sir is, well, ho~-hum,

Broadcasters and Scholars
Ironically, a fow scrious commercial broadcasters

have pilonecred a new dimcnsion in scholarly publication.
The CBS-owned and -operated station in Philadelphia;

WCAU, has for somc timc now fcaturcd a political séientis’c;
John Clough; and a litcrary critic; Dr. Charlcs Lee of the
University of Pcnnsylvania's English departmc-n't; in its
first-rate "Evcening Edition," a daily commcat ary on
important ncws., Lee »evicws thc lively arts in this magazine
of the gir, Every radio station in the Unitcd Statcs ought
to have a profcssional humanist playing thc samc rohe,

And cvery TV station ought to have a camcra-traincd humanist

"publishing" through filmcd documaent arics,

Westinghousc's Baltimore tclcvision station has made
an cven morc sxtonsive commit ment. It has hircd & Ph.D. in

drama from Ohio Statc, Dr. Jack Huntcr, to becomc its 9'7[
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"housc historian" with the sole rcsponsibility of preparing
gix thoughtful film documcntarics on local topics cach ycar.

His first cfforts, incidentally, werc literary in focus:
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more connections. Scholars who want to accept the burden of
a twenticth-cantury audicncc should scrcen Hunter's "publica-
tions" to get an idca of what is involvcd. This rcsponsi-
bility to thc larger audicncc is not quite what British

' ¢
academicians are very willing to do. Talking to onc's
intellcctual peers over the Third Programmc is uscful and

important work, but it is the elcctronic equivalcnt of

Partisan and Kcnyon rather than an alert scrvice to the

lecss sophisticated.

Lip Scrvice to Poetry

Two wholly unconnectcd incidents in thc summocr of 1965
rcvcaled with unusual clarity thc anomslics of the sv-callcd
cultural explosion in thc United Statcs. Both arc very

germanc to the humanist recdcefining his rolc in a Great

Socicty. Both concern what might bc called lip scrvicc to 95“‘




poctry -- onc, Lyndon Johnson's misquotation of Matthow

Arnold's "Dovcr Beach'.'!; and thc othcr This Weck magazine's

)

publishing with grcat fanfare Richard Burton's five favorite
pocas, By way or prcfacc; lct it be said that somc contend
poctry is better servcd today in Amcrica than at any time
in history: the troubadour eircuit of nearly 2;000 collcge
townes constit uting a veritablc ccast-to-coast recd carpct.
Yct as knowledgecable & poct as John Ciardi questions this
Utopis by pointing out that pocts con live rcgally precisely
in proportion as thcy do things othcr than write poans =--
lc-cturing; writing articles about thc pcrils of faecturing;
tcaching modcratcly untalcntcd studonts how to write |
"creatively;" all thcse non- nr at lcast quasi-poctic
activitics bring s poct a king's ronsom. But fow of such
cclebrity worshippers pay thc poct thc only homagc he
wants or descrvces -~ the purchasc of his books and; mgre
importantly; the investment of the timc it takes to attend
carefully to scrious verse,

C'/(ﬂ
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In this (to my mind) sclf-decceiving atmosphere of

mutual congratulation about thc culturc boom (as if art

werc stocks to be bulleu and becared for spcculators!
- profits); it is rcﬁealingko scec poctry disscrvcd by a
President and a matincs idol. Both acts of dissecrvice
rcvcal the way public rclations corrupts thc poct!s
only wholcsome re¢lationship with his community: the rcla-
tionship of grduous attention, the rclation of mutusl scarchers

’ for truth.

Presidcent Johnson's classic gaffc bcgen as a way of
appealing to (or appeasing) the vocifcrous minority so
vehemently opposed to Viet Nam., Whcn their hero; Robert
Lowell; was 3Sanquo's ghost gt a Presidcential Lovc Fcast
on the¢ Arts in the white House; it vas dgecided that if
thcese young rowdies are soft on pcetry; wcll;'we'll give
'cm somc poctry. And so thc gauchc citation of Lowcll
scripturc #&n thce "drcam" in support of Jchnson's Qspira-
% tions on the Space Pregram in particular and the Great

Socicty in gcneral. The only trouble becing that it wes a 9‘7




nightmarc allusion from Arnold's "Dover Esach." So much for
placating intellcctuasl minorities, Thc pathos of the situa-

tion went largcly unmarkcd: a sociciy whosc leaders are out

as just another problem in prcss rclations, ame rcally in

greatcr intecllectual trouble than rampant Philistines.

Similarly, when thce largust-circulation Sunday supplc-
ment dccidcd to mekc a movc up for poctry, it chosc as its
ploy a bonus inscrt of its kind cf anthologist: '"Besides

bcing thc biggest box-officc draw arouné, hc is a man of

culture" (This Week, 9/19/65, p. 9). 4And, not to miss s

sentimcntal touch, Thce Editors notcd thut the Gorard lanley

Hopkins poom included wa®w "intcrcsting for morc than what
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it says: not long after chomiag acqucintcd; h¢ end Miss
Teylor discoverced that this was thc favorite pocm of each,”
Wouldn't the Jestit Hopkins find Burton's comment "intcresting"
(as Burton puts it): "It is; of course; a proféundly

rcligiovs poem; but then I supposc all great pocms arc"

(p. 12). Scrious poctry is rcligious in tho scnsc thet it
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probes bravcly and with fullcst imcginative povcrs at
an adcruatc scnsc of life: which is o say it is per se

opposcd to the meinly bland dict of fun and games which

This Week discnscs, weck aftcr weck -- asking its rcadcrs

to be high-minded about immorality; bt not to strctceh
thcir minds and hearts to any point of pain. Stretching
rcpulscs most roadcrs; and therc is no grcator cvil in a
mass mags zine. If you can makc the turnstilcs click

by having Liz's lover shill for the Musc of Poctry, howcver;
thatta & diffcrent story. The appcarsncc of rcspset for

poctry is casicr to »ut on than the rculity is to gain,

Culturs as Imzpoc Maoking

Culturc, in such an imagc-making world; is not the
arduous pursuit of pcrsonal pcrfcetion. It bccomcs mere
rcfincd emusomcnt; it adds a much-ncoeded luster to the
diplomet's American BEaglc in lands where the psinful
scarch for personal excclloncc is the ingraincd tradition
of an elite; it pecifics thc cgghead minoritices. In con-
sidering thc prospcets of using mass communication in the

humanitics to rcducc the dcprcssing bascklogs in our oducation99,
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establishment, one would be foolish to blink these powerful,
perhaps cven insupcriblc, impcdiments to thc crcation of an
ewthentic human community cajoying thc advantages of 1lndus-

triacl civilization,

Culturc is so dcmcancd and containcd by those who want it
to drcss | up thoir insges (irrcsponsible employecrs setting
up tax~dodge; humanitarian corporations; ' calthy hcirs
trading their fortuncs for the status of honrary dcgrces;
artists pleying the fad cyeles; uncultivated politicians
praising Culture as a Good Thing) that it would takec a
rgther innocent optimist to expcet a way out of the tangle
through burcsucrstic financing of cducational innovation.
Yct facilc degpair is sclf«fulfilling and =2s dcstructive
in its own way as fatuous hopc; and abundance for ail is
so attractivy a human prospcet thet it is as nccecssary
to fight for the truc idceal of sclf-culturc as well
exemplificd in our best pocts as it is mecdful to dis-

abuse oursclvcs of the glib theorizing &dbout cxplosions

/60




of culture so provalent today. The only things oxplosive

arc thc lcisurc now availablc to almost cveryonc -- as

woll as thc networks of communication through which mcn

might ®iscover both their ideontitice ca individusls 2nd

their duty to share in thce crcation of a community where
cultivation would bc a mctter of everyday living -- not

g question of only-on-Sunday muscun-going.

Morc Moncy as a Unique (risis

Institutional rcports are not thc acecpbed placc for
metaphysical anguish; but that is & fault of thc organization;
onc of its charactcristic blind spots. Thc humanities in their
g institutionslizc¢d aspcet arc so far removed from the brcad-
and-buttcer tasks facing the schools and the rcss mcdia that
any analysis which limits itself to upbcet cd hoc proposals
would be intolcrably shallow, Indood; the humanitics have
bcen so undernourishcd financiallig for so long that I
prcdict expendcd U.,S. Officc of Education funds and the
\ budgcts of thc National Arts and Humaniv:ics Feundation will

at first oxaccrbatc this crisis of mcans and ends I have

becon trying to dcscribe. £ grcat incremasrt of finasncing for

/0/
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what is alrocady bcing done will simply compound our con-
fusion. As Thorecesu rominds us in Waldcn, what good are

impreved means to unimproved cnds?
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In an idccl world, onc cuould takc & yeer or more off to
devise strategy; tactics; and logistics for a wer on acsthetic
povcrty., Vic haven't that option. chertholess; somc of our
cncrgies ought ©to be sct asidc to qucstion whether the con-
scnsus wc have alrcady recachcd in a rctronching mcod isntt

wholly incommcnsurate with our task -- that of raising

sharply the gradicnts of litcracy and cultivation throughout

mass socicty at thc samc time we try to reopeir the demsges

to our basic fabric as a scciety a ccntury of Amcrican

prodigal ity has allowed to happen.

Lip scrvice to poetry; merc mrctense of commitmcont to
the endless threat of mcaningful cultivation; sham devotion
to high acriousness; arc probably mors dcstructivc of the
humanities' goals today than outright »hilistinism. Our
encrnics we can managc; our fricnds arc thc oncs who could

do us in. Thoy arc all thosc who think the transition /0 2—




from omaiprcscnt confusion to a rceasonably dccent metiro-
politan civilization for all cen bo had without some por sonal
loss or sacrificc., This illusion that Culturc can be bought;
that wars on materiasl or aesthctic pouverty can be won by

raising the tax rates, is the grocatcst illusion of them all,

Candor Abcut Failure
Ancrican dcmocracy is en ideal that is tough to accept

honestly; toughcr gtill to livc by. The humanitics are
supposcd to be,in the thick of that fraying task. They
aren't. And many Amcricens no longcr bclicve in thc open
socic ty; they mcrely say they do. Thc pocts call thcm on
this hypocrisy; thc true pnocts hencc arc very undor-
attended; they're lookcd at; checred; evcn; but largely |
unread. Our unlistened-to; widely checred pocets may be
taken as an emblem of our melaisec. What we need cvery
bit a8 much as morc money is love; compassion;dedication
-~ Of the kind the rise of the Pcace Corps shows us still
t0 achieve
cxists. And we need more than money/intcllectual discipline

end emotional meturity of thc kind our popular culturc does

not encoursgc, indced some weuld arguc makc s impossiblc. To

/03
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devise tactics in a war against eacsthotic poverty which

dua't include somc strategic thoughts about the grim possi-

bility of dofcat is not rcalisitc, And foreing our inveter-

ately upbecat country to confront the possibility of failure,
it scems to mc, is a ncccssary if not sufficiont condit ion
of our succceding, as I hope we ¢an if wc plumb dceply

enough the causes of our present troublcs,

Thus the currently fashiongblc optimism about a culture
boom in Amcrica is paradoxically a scrious liability rather
than a uscful asset in the war on acsthe tic povecrty proposed
in this report. This fallacy is itsclf part of ths larger
optimism about America as a non-fgiling nction which makes

honest solutions to owr dilanmas so dif ficult.

Never Have So Fow...

The intellcctusl crisis for the contomnorary Amecrican
humanist centers on thc fact that a smattoering of gpscialists
know too much to bc willing and/or ablc to tcll what *hey
know to the great majority which knows too 1ittlc; indeed;
not even cnough to get by on. The publish-or-pcrish

/T“J gyndromc is a function of the status panic of thc acadcmicia n;




what reelly hurts is that a complex socicty, particularly
a conscnsuel democracy, sericuasly risks pcrishing if its
speclialists don't oublish in ways that gct nceded knowlcdge

into circulation. Mass education and mess communication

RASSIMEARC N (L AT L SRR T

are the channels adequate vc the task, yet both are shunncd
as a matter of principle by the prof ossionsl himenist. Until
and unless this anomaly is analyzed and transcended; the
two principal civilizing agsncics of the smass socicty .-
the school and the secular mcdia -- will stumblc along,

one mired in boring and unliberating routinc, the other
wasging eloquence and vcrve on triviality snad rat-pack
antics, Thc humenist thus in effect demcans what can only
be cnhanced by the traditions he conscrves; and our ex-
periment in cultural dcmocracy approaches overall failure
hegause ourelitist biases arc a very poor substitute for

real leadership.

One Last Word About Strategy

Ry T

An all-out war on acsthcetic poverty in the United

States is a nocessary first step for retricving our
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school systom specifically from the lcthargics of the
mediocracy. To try to do the lattcr without a full re-

connaissancc of the former is simply to court a frustration

scriously whethcr the gencral public and its array of

mass institutions can makc this analysis without the

gecnerous support of the professional humanist. It's

possible but not likely; Ouziprospects would risc sharplz.r;
were the humanist to entcr wholc-hcartedly into the fray.
This implies mainly; at fir st; a morstorium on thc assumption
that what looks good far the humanist is nccessarily good

for the gcreral socicty; a principlc suspiciously analogous
to Bngine Charlie Wilson's infamous adage. The humanist;
frankly; is, as hc sometimes scems to think; not civilization
itsclf; rathc-r; a soclety subsidizcs him to bedevil

itself Socratically. Yet today; surely, we havec too many
stingcrless gadflics in thc humanist Estabiishmont living in
high-mindecd isolation and alienation, on'..Ly prctending to

prod this particular socicty into civilizing itself.
/0 b

©

§ LRIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




e e e e s - - 2

> ‘
e e r—— P e, (e

IIT. TACTICS

The unargued assumption of most curriculums is that
the real subject of all study is the modern world;
that the justification of all study is its immediate
and presumsbly practical relevance to modernity;
that the true purpose of all study is to lesd the
young person to be av home in, and in control of,
the modern world.

-~ Lionel Trilling, "On the
Teaching of Modern Litera-
ture," Beyond Culture:

Essays on Literature and
Tearning (Viking, 1965), P. 4

Now is the time for the nation to make a major
commitment of money and energy and thought to wipe
away the ill~effects of centuries of Negro inequality.
The high proportion of Negro unemployment, hoth for
teen-agers and for adult males, has to be brougnt
down., The severe deficiencies of Negro sium schools
have to be overcome; if-these children are to bresk
through their handicaps, they need the best teachers
and the smallest classes,

Personal effort by individual Negroes and equality
of opportunity are not enough. Vhile a sizable minor-
ity of Negroes is successfully climbing the ladder of
opportunity in the traditional Ameiicanh way, a greater
number are trapped in a stagnant, deteriorating social
situation., If society does not ransom them from their
crippling past, they will retaliate against society by
violence and delinguency. Huge public works projects-
and radically improved schools are better than jails,
mental hospitals, and narcotic treatment centers.

~-- Fromn an editor ial, "The
Negroc and the City," The
New York Times (12/12/865)
p. 10E.
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A First ord About Tactics

If we conscant to bccoming scrious about a war to
make Amcrice safe for diversity (and onc nig t as viell be
candid sbout how many sunshine soldicrs and suarwer 2triots
this tesk is likecly to reveal); oneG comnittcd to the
con‘best.,' the first test of o;ar pruGencc w1ill bec tho
formulation of an agenda for actvion, Having acccntcd the
stratcgy of total war on ccsthetic impoverishmont, we
must dovisc intclligent tactics. My anelysis of the situation
pcrsuadcs nc to thc estoblishment of two top prioritics: (1)
hunian rencwal in the ccnter-city schools vith all the implicit
anguish of the racc crisis at thc hoart of this most important
failure and flaw in Amcriccn dasocrccey; and (2) the mssive
rcallocation of resources from traditional cveiiucs of
scholarship into teachcr training bascd on an ada’ssion
thet "publication® %tiwoush the mass cducatior systom is the
most cruecisl if at prosoant lcust prestigious form of scholorly s

communicution in a damnevacy. o
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Thc Sclf-Destructive Polarity

Much of vwhat i~ disintcorocting thc school systcom

beforc our cycs can be traced to o pathological polarity
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that the s tudents v.n0o nced most help in becoming aut onomous
individuvuels get the lc-ast; and thosc who nced least get
nost. The suburbs flourish with well-staffed and amply-
financed experimcants; ccnter city descends, inevitably; it
appaurs; into ¢ darkness of dissolution. Only our rampunt
if genbeel individual ism; our utter disrcgard 8f thc con-
3t tions needed for g humenc community, could huve allowed
his dcath-mrpge polarity to hove gonc as far as it hes.

As wc try to hcal the ravages of & century or so of rapa~
ciously rugged entcrprisc, we must try to undcrstand as
fully as possible how we got th. way we arei because if

wce do not reslly understand the origins of our mals ise;

it is highly unlikely that vc can cver cxtricatc oursclves.

The rottecn contor c¢ity did not begin to deecay last ve ek,

It bogan with the flight of weelthy entrsprencurs out

/09




of thc ugliness thelr sucecss wougnt in its wakc, The

tr-.rm; Niain I,ine;" a syncnyn for Philodcl shiats first and
wcalthicst suburbs; tclls the story itsclf: thce "maiu ling”
of the Painsylvania Railroad botween Philodclphia ond Pitts-
burgh madc it nossible to commutc and thus kccp industriel
uglincss out of sight; if not out of mind; efter thc working
day was ovcr. Newnort in thce summcr kcpt the problem out .of
mind &s wcll, Oanc hundrcd ycars latcr; in the 1950'5; thc lower
niddlc class brought thc flirht slmost full cirelc vith the
creation of Lgvittowns. This left tho citics to the Nc-gr-oes;
and jn the trenchant phrasc of foracr Philadclphia [Layor
Richardson Dilworth, "thc whitc noosc of thc suburbs®
tightoncd ever so unwit tingly its knot on itsclf. I wc

do not cooly, without a +tracc of msochism; acccpt con-

sciously thc burdcen of guilt vhich this troditivn of je-

responsibility hes loft with us, ad hoe panscccs, however

high-mindcd, will not comc to iwuch,

Suburban Shock Thezrepy

I would suggcst thet simplc justicc dcmands we compensate

for thc ncglcet of docades by going te the other cxtrenc
/{0
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for thc intcrim -- drowing rcsourcces avay from the
suburbs and trying to make up for the cnormous deficits.
To maske such & redircetion of cnergics possible will
entail e kind of shock therapy on thce rcefincd suburbs.
Possibly the Negro ricts, past and to conc, vill cffcet
this "basic cducation,® Surely thcrc ouzht to bc morc
civilized ncthods, oncs il less freought with wastc and

hatc,cngendcring in turn their own problans,

Here is where I thirk the humanitics curriculum in the
Regents=-oricntcd suburbs has got to give. Wo must f£ind room

for tclevision programs likc the Fast Sidc/West Side prograns

"Who Do You Xill?" (on e Harlem rat bitc infanticide) and
"No Fiding Place” {(on thc moral couragc roguircd to intc-
grate a polite Long Island bcdroom suburb). e must enulate

the Language Arts Division of thc Dctroit Public Schools,

-

which has dcviscd exccllcnt rcquired ninth- ad clevanth-

gradc litcraturc units on the Ncgro'$ contribution to

(4

Amcrican Culturc, Whoa curriculun lcudors, including sonme

Ncgrocs, contcnd this perpctustcs scgregation, I would urgc

111
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upon them & rc-recading of Ralph Ellison's Invisiblc Man,

wherc a nunber of dilcmmes rclcvent to this discussion arc
handlcd with imspinativc forcc: the conpromiscd position of
sone licgro acadcmicizns in the South; tlic neced for the HNegro
to find his identity as a man (cud of thc turmoil of race
conflict; evon); the indictnent of whitc moral hypocrisy. It
is essgsentizl that this "fangerous? subhjicet he met hcad on.,
No conscnsus politics herc, Thc schools hove been dlaying
consonsus politics so long that their humsnitics curricula

are virtuslly cmasculustcd, Later on, when vhite tcachars

N

and whitec studcntgs undcrgtani

e,
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n g conmplcx way the morsl

meonings of racisn, then we con go on to fully intcegrated

curricula with no intcrim comncunsatory facters rcdressing
suddenly

inbalancss our now/very "objcctivc® crities passcd by for

genorations in silcnce,

The Artist as FEducatar

Another primec prospcet for cducating the American

imagination (much hardcr to touch than the intellcet) is

Robert Lowzll's Borss adaptation of liclville'!s novella,

Banito Ccreno. Bvon if this wersen't so gormanc to thoe race

/] &




crisis, it would dcscrve a major cducction:tl cffort for its
mcdia implications alonc, I've beon fasein ted by the
austhetic problems of tronslsting from onc ncdium to snother

¢ver sincc Marshell McLuhen's journal, Explorations, publishcd

an c¢ssay on ""The Cainc Mutiny® as; successivcly; novel; film;
play. Thc hcrocs, rcspectively;'were Willie Keith; the U,S,

Navy; and Barney Grccnwald., Oncc studcats bcconc sophisticatcd
and critical about thc way a mcdium influcnccs o mcssage; thoy
have a kind of opcnncess of the scnsibility which it is s

mejor responsibility of the humen:itics to cultivate, Onc might
argue that it is this skill which itsclf ecreatcs thic auto-
nomous readcr; somg, including mc; would arguc thot this cncrgig-
ing of the individusl spirit is thc main difforencc in numen

character the humanitics can be cxpcctcd to providec,,

At any rate; in Lowell's versc play we have an egciting
and tco unusual cxcreisc in traditional octry ~-- a
contcmporary vritor revering an olgcr onc with the most
; convinecing kind of flattery; the crcating of d related

~ work of art worthy of its original,

//3
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Martin Dubcrman‘s ol -Brocduay play; "In White
Amsrica,” is clmost providcantially apposite to this dis-
cussion, A l6-millimecter f£ilm of it should bec fincnccd
imncdiately for massive distribution in the schools., Ilad
he not at thc very lcast wribtcn his play; not to nention
his thougzitful profacc; I could but fcchuly sdcculatc now
about what I begin to regard es thc next importunt dcvelonnent
in the rclations which must obtain botwecn the intcllcetual
community and the gcheral public in a vicble domocracy. But
Dubcrman was looking for a way to bc true to his craft as
an historian and yet havc morc impact on rcaders. So hc sﬁaged
readings of documcnts from thc history of slavery. This is
mass cducation with a wallop. Bhe Columbia LP of the play
cen changc tho heerts as vicll as thc minds of white students
. rrupted by racism end stiffcn the wills of Negro studonts

dcrmoralizcd by prcjudice.

The Impartancc of Epiphanies

Therc is indccd a Boritagc of defcatism in the humani-
tics becauss wo have tricd to persuade pcoplc that litcra-

turc was cmotionally and intellcetuclly oxeiting whon we
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had oniy thc dullest of rcsources to transmit that convie -
.ﬂ tion. Poctry; bcforc the LP; Tor cxamplc; was most often
read drsarily. (Somc pocts rcad thceir on work poorly; too;
bub there are mony moving rceitals aovailable to anyone
the NCTE Committce coi Recordings; undcr John Muri's lcadcr-

N
¢ .

ship, has helpfully informed us.)

Drana , mdreover; canmnot rcally bs taught at ¢ll in
total isolation from.performancc; yet we have tricd mouth-
to-mouth resuscitation on printed tcxts of plays for children
,; who have been expericncing outside thce classroonm popular
forms of theatrc in films and television sincce before they
startcd school. Outsidc school; too; studcnt s sing their
folk songs e¢nd play thcir gultars. But when they enter the
English classroom; a Victorian curtein of silcnce falls,
Against such a background of impoverishcd nmcans the newer
-
mcdia arc perhaps most valuable to us because they
provide decorous enough ways of moking a transition from

the old classroom as mausoloum to the ncw classrooms as

baslie staging arcas for all the living arts. Wc necd this
- J/ S




activism, this Dionysisn ap» rocch, to banish psssivity

in cverything we tecach, but csv»nceislly writing.

Teaching Writinz by Writing

The toughcst (and nost ncgleceted) task facing the
English teccher, next to retricving the promisc of democracy
for thoso trappcd ip the urban gh.sto, is Jjust this tcaching
of writing. Rogcf AHpplcbect!s tripod rcally falls down because
of the tiny third stump of conmposition. There's no getting
around it: correcting papers is hell, And writing them hurts
too; if donc often cnough and constientiously cnough. Everyone
agrees the responsibility has becn scandalously neglceetcd
for & gencration or more; and that journalose; pedageso;
legalese; Pentagonesc; sociologesc; and other u«cformed
woitton Gialcets attest to the puny inconscguential ity

of our mcthods. Waat's wrong?

L4

The physical ocducation teacher could tcll us in a
minutc. No practicc leads to incomnetcncc, It's as simple
as that. And imaginc whot kind of baskctball we'd have to
watch if high school cagcrs never practiccd with a real

baskctball, but only irent thiaygh the motions of guarding
o
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or shootiny -- which is thc court equivalent of the work-

books wec usc to no good cffect.

How Modern Writers Vrite

Vhat we nccd is a conbext for writing s opcn to disci-
plined play as the bosketball court. I think e very unassuming
man at the Univcrsity of Southern Caolifosrnia has found one
sueh method (therc may bc scarc: let's hopc we find them).
Francis Christcnsen calls his mcthod of anclysis & gencrative
rictoric., Hc shows how good contemporary writers creatc
the rsontenccs gnd paragraphs they do. Not as the workbook
scems to imply ~-- by stringing togcthcr simplc scntcences
into compound and complcx ones.‘Rathor; his cercful
scrutiny of crcativ:ly succecssful prosc rcveols meny
laycrs of meaning added to thc principal elomonts of

a simplc sentonec,

L4

Caristenscn's rhetoric, thcn, stercs with a close
rcading of how our bcecst writcrs writc., A student's own
writing then takes off from the insight glcancd from this

kind of close analysis, Studen% writing submits to collcctive

I,




scrutiny. Nocw vork of publishcd varitors i#studied. Ncw
student writ ing gocs tarough the affcetionate grilling
of class enalysis. Arnd so on; vo firmer ond firmer mastory
cf
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Teswing o Rheotiitcal Thoory

I have scon @ first-ratc high school teachcr in San
Rafael; California;'quite indcpcndent of Dr. Christenszn's
direction; try out the goncretive rhetoric dn his ninthe-
grade English classes with imprcssivc success. Russc?

H' .11l uses the ovcerhead projcebor with some transparcncic s
madc at home (to introducc the mothod systcmically) and
others made right in the clussroom (so students can study -
Pheir strengths and wosknesscs righﬁ on the spot). Ve have
shot a film of Hill cxploining this systcm to four of his
students. We did not makc a film of hin setually teoching

a class bccausc our analysis of USOE films trying to show

® / (3 / L] - "
a cincma veritc classroom fTailcd becausc of tcehnical

problans of sound bouncs and camcra foeal longthy or
becausc of insdcouatc acsthetic analysis of thc filming

situa tion,
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Dual-Gauge Films

The film is shot in such a way that it can mske a long
film for 16-millimcter projection and a scrics of short;
sclf~containcd 8-millinctcr single~concownt films, It is
our nopc that this combination singlc-conccpt aporoach
will bc acccptcd &s an archcitypc Tor an archive on frozh
approachcs to tceching writing. Thore is no singlc
aspcet of English tcaching in such miscrablc shavc. Yet
b; concentrating on the rcjuvenation of writing instruction;
we can obliquely clarify the study of langfuenc in literature
~- Sinee the act of writing itsclf is undcrstood as a vay
to deencn onc®s responsss to literature by strenrtioning
one's control ovcr languagc; the row mebterield of litcrature
as art,

A Transitional Mass Mcdium
The thing about IIill's mcthod which is so libcrating

is that hc hos found a way of involving an catirc class,
Tirst inéividually; then colloctivoly; in the inductive
quest for highor straderds. His usc of thn ovcrhcad pro -
jector with transparcncics which allow for Socratic

4

improvisation suggcsts that here the English teacher, /79
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notwal Tuddite that he is, moy find o transitional mess
medium -- g helf-way housc bctween print snd clecetronics
to

%0 i .ic the transitionf an era of modorn instructional

technology legs painful,

We were sc convinecd that Christcnsen and Hill
provided & sound way out of the Sisyphocn impessc of
v8cillaticn betweon porfunc tory workbooks or perfunciorily
graded therss that we menugactured ten scts of transpurcncics
of the illustrativc scntenccs Dr. Christonscn uscd in his
proesentation to the 4 C's Convention in St. Louis in April
1965. In this way he was ablc to "sced"™ his systcn et the
scvcral NDEA Institutcs he loeturcd in the summer of 1965.
The HCTE officc also has & sct vo tesﬁ. I proposc that if
vheir expcricnces with the gonorative rhctoric trensparencies
have bcen as favorsblie as ours; Bets of thesc transparencics
(along with another set on the paragroph Christonsen has
gsnerously provided uS'with)to seck U,S, Officc of BEducation

funding) be provided to all the NDEA Summer Institutes in

1966,
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Noxt to our proposcls for amcliorétin@ the Nogro
crisis; I regard this as our nost important singlec initig-~
tive. Indeed; T would like to proposc a fow modest cxpe o -
maents combining use of the Christensen-Hill msthod in the
context of thce Negro in Ancrican Culture unit., Our teachors

dcspcrately necd both perspectives,

Remedial Grammarx and Constructive Linouistics

As 1mportant as developing morc activist techniques for
teaching writing; such’ &s Christensen'’s gencrative rhetcwic;
is the diffusion of more efficient methods Tor remedisl
instruwtion in gramnaar; methods lcss encrvating to the tcachor
and morc individualized for the student., The University of
Houston's Engl ish dcpartment; undcr Dwight Dorough; has
devised; with U.S. Office of Education funds; a vorkable
system for handling grammar for rencdicl classcs through s
teaching machinc., Shortly aftcr this syétom proved itself;
however; the department dropped remedial Engl ish ~- part of
@ nation-widc trend to push such remedial wori: beck into the

/ 2/




high school, It seems to mc that thc losical move would be

to farm those machiﬁes out to a sempling of high schools which
feed the University of Houston. “hat secms to stand in the way
of such an obvious expedicnt is the usual MLA-NCTE gap between
those wno teach in the collegos and those who work at lover
curriculum levels, It wouid be a awccnt gesture; given a gener =
ation of negleet; if MLA would take the initiative in this

dougton situat ion.,

<

It would be cveon better if this initiative were takcen
quickly cnough so that a report on progress might be rede at

the 1966 NCTE Convention in Houston. Whatever eventua lly

‘

happens, hovever, it seems a waste to lob thosce cxpansive
] L]

machinss‘gyt‘idle when so much help nceds to be given the

high schools in their remcedial work in grammag®,

Programming Linguistics

’

Much mors attrective to mc over tho long haul; hove ver,
would be the perfoction of & programmcd instruction book to
give linguistics the resl thrust it should have in the
classroom. The programmcd text is a technologicel inno-

vation ideally suited to the psychiclogleal problens of

VAP




cloging a yawning gap in in-service traluing., For e
manual dcegigned for studeont usc gives the hordepressed
toacuey vho will ncver hdive the advantage of 2 summs

inastitubc a ehancc o assimilate 2 barc nminimum of infor-

mation on the subject. I should arguc furthcr that ths
orovision of sound wrogrammcd toxts in lincuistics for
the sumaer institvies should be a high-»nriority chcllenge
Tor the Contcer Tor Applied Linguistics which is; I unéer-
stand, now cnxious to address itself to thic high-school

phcse of the linguistics mredicamcnt .

A-Telecowrse on IGRZUAgc Study

It would be idcel if they could undcrtske this task
after roviewing tie sev#ra film end telcvision serics
rccc'-.ntly“attempted to closc this ga s the Fitzhaber filns
on transformationsl gremmer at Orcgon; the Postman kine-
scopcs on induective teaching of linguistics at New York
University; Berpgen Fvaons's "English for fAmcricans® (WBZ-T‘.’:,
Vlestinghouse); and "Bnglish: Pacts and TFancies® (WE'I'A-TV;

now available through the nsw National Centcr for School

and Collegc Telievision at the gnigcl-s ity of Indiana). All
RN
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of these ehttempt significent things; a fou ére fairly
successful. Apd before thc »Hrpposal for a telecourse on
linguistics in the Philadelphia area is acted upon (sec
attached proposal; dated 1/29/65); the first such

attempts should Be thoroughly anc lyzcd by both the linguists
from gn organization such as CAL and broéécastefs from NAEB~:
couvened; perhaps, by BEdward Cohen of the National Center for
School gnd College Television; an organization with an
lmportent new tradition of identifying good grass-roots
scries and roking them much better through nodest production
grants. It scems clear to me thet linguistics is an arca
where we need toecxperiment immediately and in a grcat
variecy of ways with newer media such s teaching machines,
programmed yexts; films; and tclevision tc 2bolish th
illitcracy about the nature of languaasc which has causcd

S0 much coufusicn and waste in Enslish instruction forp

such a long tin

frozcn Assets and Cold Hearts

The probvlems involved in gg}tlnn a £ilm moedo of #*In
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Wihite Amcrica™ which can be widcly shown in the schools
is'embl§matic of the "frecze' on potential teaching materials
of the very first arder, I belicve s task forec should be
set to work immedistely to tackle the rcdicdual fees and
copyright problems head-on, A few hardy sownls have tried ---
like Columbia's Louils Forsdale's work as chairman of thc

NCTE Telcvision Committee in rcleasing classic telcvision

e

7

’

dramas far school usc. But there never was enough institu-
tioncl support for his isclated though valiant efforts. And
the problem must really be attocked as a problom of adequate
compecnsation for the crcative talents in all medis vhose

works hove stuggering pedagogical potential,

Frankly; I think here the profession's attitude on
copyright is untcnable., Let mo try to psych it out. Rducators
have for so may years been relatively undsrpaid that they
rescnt whet they regard as the grced of individucls and
corparati cns who would rather lot curricula po hang if
they can't get “cut inY én tho new moncy. I apprecictc the

rcaontmont ws only enothor tceuchsr who deplorcs the childish
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wastefulness of ocur populsr culburc (which flourishes while
the educational cstablishment stuggors from ons financicl
crisis to another)can fcel ths stupldity and injustice of

this nisallocation of resourccs.,

Artist cnd Edwater os Churchmice

But we must nt ., let oursclves bc vietinized by last
yecar's anxieties., It truly sccms that thc Fcderal govcrnment
is sbout to give cducators the fineancing thcey need to tackle
their discouraging sgciuda. There will now bs cnougii nohney to

compcnsate artists adequately for thcir creativec lobors.

Remembecr, they too have suffercd as much as waz have from the

prodigality of the past two gencrations., It is as iuportant
thet funds be found to de-garrct the artist in Anerica as
it is for ecduecation to stop being the proverbial Ffisecal

churchmousc., We must identify with the creative artist; indeed,

the "new clogucnce" we're demanding for our schocls is pre-

cigely prcediceted on bringing him into the classroom massivcly,
if vicariously, for the first time through his graphic

e design of textbooks, froa primcr through scmingr texts, his

creation of filmstrips, films, and broadc.sts with an
/o o
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assthotic merit commpnsurate with the subjcct they
gres trying toteach, V¢ have tried to live without +tho top-
flight artist in mass cducation without succcss; the baaish-

necnt by indirection of our nos* cregbive sensibilities

from nass cducation hes been in my jucament a gricvous

~

tactical ecrrcr, ons compoundcd by the fact that neither

’

arvist, humonist, nor educator scoms to uaderstand the

A

scopc of thc loss. The artist must conme ©o thec center of

the humanities curriculum, where hc has belonged all azong.
i

)

ud_Cowrfort to the Crcatsr

A a2 & e e

f

e agm

Tc unfreczc the superlative acsthctic assets I am
aboul, to deseribe in goneral tcrms;we nced first a new
roint of view, Fight thc speculators; the salesmon who
chinik only of profit margins; but don't fight the creator --
the writer; the composer; the artist; the directow, Wb; to
be brutal about it; arc supposed to serve them. We are hired
to "ereate" (I asec the torm advisedly) more demanding

audicnces for them. We ought rcally to sit down immedistely

with the Authors! Leaguc of Amcrica (where I happcn to lmow

chere is a sentimeant for transconding the currsnt dcadlock)

‘e
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s and work out & way of adding the cloquence of the original

{f creator to the dedication of thce crcative tcacher. T doubt :

1T anything else will unleash the requisite encrgies needcd '
to meke up for dceades of jerry-built solusvicns., The officisl

position of the Educational Establishment (scc Saturday

I Reviaw, 9/16/65, Communications Scetion) is petulont and

self-defoating. NCTE ard MLA, if not tic NES, should idenmtify o

with the creator, _

% Zi:dustry's Fear of Excellence

i,\;. Unfreszing the assets locked up in newer modia vaults

will knvolve working out & realistic scale For programns douec ’

: before the now guidelines of compensation ars set, We nust G

8 seek out the key pcople in the cc-rwnications industriecs.

J,-§} 1 S

Let us not bte as innocent about this as cwr ideslism would

N

tempt us to be: there are those in the instructional materials

g field who will fear the infusion of really supcrlative avt

n '

into the classroom because it will consign their nmcdiocrs mo-

( tericls to the 1imbo they have long doscrivcd. Big moncy is

};\7 ’ :: 6

at stake, but even greater oducational problems hang in the

b, balance., We have stumbled along for generations without our 3
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% bost creotive minds engoeged in the struggle of civilizing
_? cveryonc to the poiat of autonomy. e can't coneccivably Go

L vhe jou withh ncar-ars, psoudo-art, cnti-rrt in our instruc-

S tional metericls, We need overy erg of cloquencc we can
o muster, The artist has it, We must got it into thec clsssroom,
B Educgtion's Fort Knox

5 A program like the CBS "Amcricans: £ Fortrait in Verses, ®
¥
for examplc, lying idlc in & film vault while the tecaching o

= postry languishes, is a podugogical cring crying to hsaven

T T0. justice. Rumor has it that a poet can't be bothcrcd abo ui
I

%

2 ¢leering the copyright -~ so this filnm so far has ondy beci
Q& cleared for a handful of prestigc, imuge~-building sercenings

3 to EBnglish tcachers who cxpcricnec frustration of the nost He-
L deviling kind when they lcarn they can't use it in theirp classes.
g; I contend thet by all thet's fair and just, the MLA and the
NCTE have a moral obligestion to unfraezc this asset., If it

B means one less monograph on "Thge Pearl,* one lcss book even

K on lMelville -- well, that's the price of heving an a dequate

g sceld of valucs -~ what the profcssional humanist professcs

%0 specialize in, aftor all.
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Negotio ting for this film will dring our craft irto
contget with two ramarkablc "tcachcrs,” Richard Siemonowski
and Pamcla Tlobtt. Our negotiators will discover thot o veritabie
clectronic rcnoissonce has becn going on for cover a decade
on CBS Sunday mornings bccausc of pcoplc like them, Miss Tlotth
has madc her M"cultural ghetto™ a haven for creative pcople
who want to say somcthing significant with their voices; or
the ir hands; or their bodies; over television., Her’curriculim”
is a parcdigm of vwhat a recally Arnoldian humgnitics cur ricul u
should %e; as opposcd to onc vitiated by subservience to
an over-producing scholarship end criticisn industry. Her
writers and dircctors don't talk about the nced to throw a
fresh stream of idces on the probleias of modern nan by
studying thce implicctions of conscrvative wisdon. Tﬁey do
it, At times; I think; they arc the real humanists of our

age, Just as Shakcspcarc aad not thce university wits ereated

the living thcatre of Elizabothen timcs.,

ind contact with the CBS religiocus gseries, "Lamp Unto

Ny Fect™ and "Look Up and Live™ would lead to an exhaustive

/30




"historical® assessmcnt of the kinescopcs of "Camera 3,7
heild in escrow for us by the New York State Departnent of
Education., When will hubert Herridge cnd his acsthotic
Successors on "Camcra 3" boecoms the substitutc tecchers th ey
should lve bean from the stort of telcvision? Looking at CBS
in New York would lcad onc to discover superls tive locally-
produccd docunentarics on Willism Carlos Williams; BEdward
Steichcn; the writer throughout New York Sity's mistory; and
Bon Shahn, Our classroons arc acsthctic 4ppalachias without

thesc matericls,

Un--American Know-How

When one turns abroad; one's scnsc of deprivation
deprens, Ccnada, vwith one-clcventh the pecple; does clcven
times as well as we do with the ncwor rcdia in thc classroorn:,
The reason? Concentration of rcsour ce:-s; continuity of personnel;
close coopcration in Toronto with national and provincial
school cutheritics. The qua 1ity of matcrizls in thc humeniti os;
produced both by cducational and goneral bromdcasters thcre;

nokes our diffuse cfforts hilariously amoteurish, Tho way

Canadicns bring homs thc bacon ot the Ohio Statc Annmal

/37
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Ingtitute for Education by Radlo and Tclcvision is a standing
if painful Jjokc among compctition from south of the border in
the Land of Know-How., (For a "hibliogroephy™ of Cansdian films

on thc tcencger suitablce for school usc, see Appsndix /2.)
A-School lledia Service

In Englend the achievement 1is evon more intimidating.
The best contesporary writers in Britain (e.g,.; dramatist
John /Arden and poet Ted Hughcs) were commissioncd last year
to write original rmaterial for the school serviec, The British
backlog of radio end film motorials available for a modcst
price to tZG'Americ an cducational market mode this writert's
mouth {and eyes) watcr. Onc strong rcason for }pushing the
Commonwcalth Language and Literaturc project so hard later
on in this report is thct it will in passing show imcrican
educatars whet they're missing by noﬂ‘i having a BBC trcdit ion
in their broadecsting scrvices., The Federal govcrnament ought
to creaﬁé one; by first of all financing NET and NER aderuately
(their improvement ~ since the Ford Foundation farccd

them to contentrate revesls their potential), and then by

setting up a School Media Servicc. It would be practical to

/3 &




begin such o service in Englishi - sinec the “dntertoinmont
possibilitics of droma, fiction, and noctry progroms would sive

nsitcricls crcated thicre a dual pruposc, UNESCO's radio sorvice

~ P U cama e ae W & V_
2lsc hes gn ¢ xeol AYGIS on rTigurcs like

2
$
]

'l'i
Q
G

Tagorc and Chckov which would 2dd immcasurably to the effectivc-
ncss of the humcnitics program, cspecially at the sccondnry
. 1cwel., Their folklere and music programs would bc equally

uscful in the lowcr grodcs,

New }Mcdia Leadership

What we nced nost at the point in time; however; is

:: leadcrship. &Lcadership to initistc negotiztions with thae pio-
fcssional orgonizetions end unions involved in sceuring
clcaranccs for unfrccozing thcsc acsthctic resourccs at

honc snd cbroad; londcrship to sct prioritics of Jurchasc;

TN Y AT
"
¢

locedershin to cstoblish previcw circuit s; leadcrsiin to
crcatc oriticcl maetecricls in print to support tcaching with
such media matericls; lecadcrship ~- cnd this is the most

important of cll -- in thc cstablishment of & Medizs Center for

Fnglish which would systamatizc the auditing of thcse resowecs

3 and lay plaons for the ereation of now motoricls to f£ill

= | /323




current lccunae. This creative function at first would ke
distinetly subordincte to the curctoria]i function, tut i3t

should exist neverthclcss from the very start, Crcation of

HL - o o

Tilmstrivs on tcachsrs iike Thelma
Hutehing and cxplanatory films like the oncs begun on Russcll
11111, or well dcviscd plans for tecehing a new sgbjcet like
linguistics such as thot submittcd lost ycer by thc writcr

of this rcport (sce Appcndixl0 )
We, Too, Dislike Poctry

must bc undexrtckcan.

It is cxtrencly important that thc first such veature
b¢ acsthctically supcrlstive, That is vihy it is hecartening to
have bcen eble to pcrsusde Mr. David Iycrs (ercetor of "In 4
Dark Time,* a £ilm on Theodore Rocthke) to submit a budset
Tfor a film on the poet ilriannec Moorc os sn indicatiocn of his
immcdic te willingness to erccte clzssroon materizls. I shcould
add that he has t!c cxpross cpproval of the post hersclf. Tho
advancing vcors of Miss HMoorc maoke it -ost e prropriate to
procced without dclay. English tcnchers descrvs eventuslly

an archive of grcat films on every mejor poct, novclist,

end playwright. Tho incorporatéo of the .indspendont film-
/




maker into the crcotion of such matericls would be good

for us and hclpful te tae filmmaker.

The Svmmsr Institute as Tatolyst
The fastest way to golvanizc the English profession into

fuller use of the msdla would be to hold an NDEA summer
institut o on the use of the ncwer medic in tcaching Negro
literature. Fifty tcachers from the most haord-prossed
mctropoliten districts in the country whero the risks are
grcatest and the nced for curriculum chcnges in the humanivies
mnost urgont could study an expanded; mcdia-supported version
of thc Dotroit unit on the Negro's contribution to American

Culture. Thus prceparcd, thecy could spcerhccd " the

specific item in curriculum caange in a progyor designed
to doncsticate nower mediao instruction throwdhout the cntirc

range of the English curriculunm,

An Urban Humanities Center

Tdeas for the crcation of cn Urbon Humonitics Center
should be tested in practice at such a summer institute
in which mornings would be spont in tougt mctropolitan
sﬁmmer schools trying out the matericls and tcaching

techniquc s expoerioncod tcachers and curriculum had woporod

r
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for aftornoon anglysis ot the summer institutc. From such

an oxpcrimental institute would come nccded lmnovations,

The grogram of most CEEB-gstylc institutes implices we already
know what nceds to be tought to whon and how; o follacy thet
will work only wheon you have highlynmotivated; Prcp=-senool~
celibre students, In the Urban Humenitics Cenbter vhich would
natwally grow ouwb of successive summcr institub es;wa might;
discover that the waste and deberioration of conbor-city
schools comss from trying to impossc ¢ gartesl cwrtcin of
sileacc betweon what we helf-hecrtcdly protand to toach

Negroca in our Victoricn classrooms, ond the torror aud

conrusion of their extra-~curricnlor lives,
Beyond Shiilying end Shonllving

I firmly bclieve o humanitics curriculum for dropouts

and doprivcd should boldly confront the crisis of the cidy

¢

itsolf, Thesc children will grow to autonomy ,if indeed they

do at all, by boing taught sympathoticaily but not sonti-

rentally to judge the reality of "Naked Clty," "The Doferndicrs, -

"Z Cors," and “Best Sidc/Vest Side" from their cwn con-

siderable exporicnce of tho t?rs-lifo subjcot motter, This
/3G
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will ercote tension gt first, but surcly that is preferobls

to the rigor mortis the currant charadc of u curricuium

(Homer; Shakespcare; Thackeray) most of thom now tunc out

onn. A humenitics curriculum which isn't willing to risk

¢ little moliminory chaos is hypecritcal in my judgment
anywcy; the cheop kind of compromise of thosc who have
blinked inecuitics alil alcmg; of thosc who say piously thot
they wore for the Nogro until Watts, I'm vory much afraid we
must go into the cyc of the hurricanc, Cotting thore ‘will be

fairly windy.

Myopic Summer Institutes

The 1555 Summcr Yustitui cs; by the way; elmos% antircly
ignorcé tho hcart of the c¥isie in Engl ish and ovarything
clsc. Gcmher; as fer o8 I gm . aware; wcs the hoaarable
cxccepbion, It is closc cnough to the problem in Baliimors
to have the workshop clessrooms ni hand; and surocly such
an institnte or institutces as I proposc should consider
carefully thc cemporicnce of Gouchor. But mcke no mistake

about it, if 1966 sces us still concentrating oa getting-

brighter-sfudont s-int~the-bottor~collsge~oricnted institutes y
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we can't blame the lote filing viuwo again. It will be an
indictmcat of o husiness as usual nmontcelity unworthy of the
humcnitice at its visicnory best, If wc; who claim to e
the Socratic on&s; cannot ostcblish prioritios; then who
in highcr cduweatlon ccn be expeeted to? 4 Task Farce on

Hhe Overgriviloged will thon havs to bc sonvencd by the NCTE,

Oncc the crisis bogins tc eatc, or at lcast vhon
stcps have boen tekon in thoe dircetion of abating a crisis
along
thet could bring down English as a disciplineﬁwith the csw
of our civilizction, wc can tokc ¢ widor vision., I wish we
could gn at it right away, for it cttempts to hocl the
breoch botwoen scholer and tcocher~trainer which in no

senlil wey is responsible for the depth of the Negro crisis.

It's what I ¢nll 8 fresh start.

Th: Commonweaith os a Frcsh Start

Thero arc so many built-in provloms in gotting the
numenist re-involved in toocher oduc ation thot it will be
helpful if woe can £ind a new torrain where noithcr humaonist

nor cducator hes vestocd intercests. The omorg’ns Commonwealth
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literaturcs luckily provide such on intclleetual virgin

land. Other very important volucs also inhoere in this terra

iy incognita, It is by definition intcrnctionol -- exorcising

‘ tho 'xenophcbia and porochiclism built into Western-domingted
humcnistic study. Such study providcs ¢ paradigm of a post-
nationclist world community of men. It is based indced on a
leve of diversity, Yot it is litcraturc in Engl is‘n; frce from
- the cesthetie dilemmos of translation. And corgein develorront s
moke it cosily secussiblc. Tho Associgtion for Commonwcalth
I.:’Lteratures; founded at Leeds in 1961.,; is the first scholorly
group sct uvm to organizc tho Study of the sudjeet. In 1965

the Commonwealth Ar<s Fostival displayed for tho first time

the cxhilarating cehicvements of the SC crergont culturcs.,

L4

Morecver, Shc British Council, bccause of its work in

A teachirg Tnglisa o8 o second lenguags; and the Royal
Commonwea 1th Socioty; becausc of its consern for tis arts

of Weso countries; a fford intdlloctual rosources and ins+hi-
tubli onel support which arc iadisponsable in the kind of change

advocuted here., Morocover, the formation of the Comnenwoealtl
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Brocdeosting Unlon mcaons thot the world-wide technical
rosourccs needcd for the body of moss mecdic motericls pro-

jected heore arce accessible.

Paradigm for a New Humanisn

In simplest tcrms,we want to e¢rcatc works of art in
the nower media; interpreting Comnonwoal th langue ge: which
will do scveral things: (i) prove to the humenist oncc and
gor all tuot mass medio con be aesthetically superlative and
henc e descrve a ccenbrel piace in the Engl ish curriculum; (2)
give humarist and edweotionist o common task so they will
discover common ground togcthcr for other tasks as they
cxplore the Commomeclth Literaturcs togcother; and (3) lay the
groundwork for cn intornotionel association of teachers of
English {UNITE -~ Union of Nationals Tnverested in Teaching
English) by involving thcm first in the rescarch znd production

of o radic serics on English as a warld longuoge; and,zecond,

in a teclevision film sories on the litcraturcs in Bngl ish of thae

Lol

Samc countrics, We'nced a fresh start if ws are not to be

. ’

haunted by the old ghosts of audiovisuollsm, educotionism,

and Engl ish,
/¥ O




There are mony practical ways to show how scholarship
can support teachecr training ot thc some timc that iv widens
its own horizons. (In ny opinion; an alert clerisy will rcach
out for an adcquate femiliarity with thc new Commenwealth

: lethargically
litcratwes, not wait¥: for "them" to come to us.)

English as a World Lenguage

Onc of thc most scrious defects in teacher prcparation
teday is thc sbscnee of Lrsining in language study. Studying
how English takes on a unique flavor in euch of the Common~
wcalth countries is onc way to study linguistics humonisti-
cally; that 1s; to sce the goncral prineiples about langucge
in the context of the diffecrences historical praditions and
contemporary forces impose on English in cach of the Common-
wealth countPics. The scicice of linguistics quitc properly
pursues the systemtic study of lsnguegc . A humcnistic
perspective on langucge is as scloctive as the artist is;
he attompts to ercate an imoginative order that hes its om

aut ononmy,

Let me give on example, If I wanted 4o show how Canadian

English diffored from Americen English, I would look for )L/



humon situations which rcveal how langucge and culture
intcract. When I talked to Canadians last year in scarch
of these illuminating anecdotes, I was surprised at how

easy it was to find them.

Talking "English" in Ontario

For excmble, one CBC raedio produccr was giving a
Scot tish emigrant to Toronto cxcrciscs to de-burr his accent.
He felt that the tweed in his voicc would kcep him from rising
as far as he hoped to be gble to go., Therc arc ¢ definite sct
of excerciscs which mncadamizc the Scot peculisritics out of
his spcech. Ironically; at thce semc time that this Scot was
trying to blcend into the linguistic sconcry; a successful
BBC announcer (whore English;we know; is spoken the way
God meart it to be) was trying to put; os hec said it; Y3
1+ ttle Ontario" into his voicc. His BBC style sounded con-
desceﬁding to Czcncdicn listeners, or so hc feared. And what
was "Onterio"? -~ why "aboot" and "oot," a thin patina of
Scotticisms the original settlcrs of Ontaric had lecft on
the local speech., Whot is the human meaning of these two

ambitions, intelligent men passing cach other in tho night --

)2
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going iu oppositc dircections to got themsclves tne pro per

kind of specch?

Cana dien Bilingnal ism

And the scme week I learnsd about these Cangdians in
search of tha "right" kind of English; I read about g sit-
in at o Toronto kindergarten; wherc French-speoking mothers
were insisting their children hove their bilingual kinder-
garten restorcd to them. What happens to English in g
fiercely bilingual conflict-; where cven the ncw frceways
have to bc equalized as in the MacDomold-Carcicr Exprcssway
bctween London and Toronto? One Cenadian scholar pointcd out
that such fonfusions go back to thce timc when both Engl ish-
gpeaking end French-spoaking gcographers were transcribing

Indian
the same/place names in the diffcront phonemic inventories

of their langucges, Indecd, the whole problcm of naming a

new land with its own kind of florc, fauna, londmarks, and

v

weather is itseif & process intrinsically fascinating. Vhy,
for example, if Canada was settled by ths Scots, are there
SO many English place nomes -- London, Windsor, Kingston --

instead of Glasgow, Abcrdecn, Edinburgh? Tac snswer Socms 0

/I3




be that the of ficicls movcd in the London sdministrative
orbit and thcir ideca of prestige nores underusnt o ssc cheonge.
Indeed, cven so prosaic sounding a subjcet as Canadion

English ig full of fascinatina.

The Lister Sinclair Touch ) g

Canadison English also provides us with ¢ model for
; interpretotion. The Fund for Adult Education finoneed the
production of a scrics, "Weys of Mankind, " popularizing

thc basic conccpts of anthropelogy. "& Word in Your Ear:

™y

A Study in Language" is g classic examplc of how sound scholar-
ship can be combinced with eloguent art. It is that combinotion
which the CBC-Lister Sincloir tradition cculd bring to

Amcrican scholarship.

Such a radio scriss on English cs a world lcnguage

\. should bc done in thirtcen pregrams so that it could be aired
over NER; from whose stations English teachc-rs; for cwarndd by
NCTE publicity; could tapc the progroms for permencnt use in

their schools at the timcs they found most convenicnt.

Print Resecarch for Radio Producers

Basic rescarch for sucha serics could be done by com-

[4

missioning 8,000-word or so cssays by linguists in each /SL(Z
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of thc Commonwcolth countrics following a questionnaire --

outline feshicned at o mrelimincry planning confcrence of

Amgrican linguists mcceting under MLA or CAL suspices; Thus
& scare or so es8says would be the baékground resaarch'for |
the radic progrems. Collccted, thoy would provide cxcallont t
papcrback supplament & for teachers using the tapcs or LP
discs in their classrooms. The essay-tape serices would
provide an e xcellont opportunity for orgaenizing UNITE; a
global body of English tecachers who would then tend %o =3
share i1deas and talents over a nuch wider range of pro~
fessional activitics. "Its Infinite Varicty: Reodio Essays

on #English as a World Longuage would thereby do many

things that necd doing; bcsides showlng now moss comnunico-
tion csn bring the humanitics f;cholar bocck inte contact with
teccher training. The BBC School Servicc has agreed to furnish
cost estimtes; if the USOE is intcrested in fimancing such

a sGrics.,

Fngiish as a World Literature

The noxt stage would be oxponsive but cven more ro-

warding. A few yoars ago I viowed an ESSO lorld Theatrs
/IS




D e i wm o e e aGRR, WﬁmM&ﬁM&MMuﬁﬁamﬁ%ﬁ%&%ﬁmﬁ

R RIS AL NP S S R M
> ! P2
e

VT

telecvigsion fidm called "Nigeria: Calture in Trcnsit;ianﬁ-" To
gee this film is to know how Keats felt writing his poem about
first looking into Chopman's HHomor. For names ouilrely huknown
to me turned out to be very moving’ writsrs., Isn't it a pity
thot with modern communication devices ot ocur di sposal; we
don't know about thege new litcrary renlns of gold? I think
ws shonld sommission 2 scrics of films on the litcrature
being written in ths cnﬁntr:‘i:.as whosc variants of Bnglish

we will have studied through the redio scries. The world is
shricnking too fast for the litcrary schelsr not to include

ncwer media in his range of publications,

Mere Sooiology as Optical Mote

When I mentioncd this proposal to a lecding literary
critics, at thc moment on speecial cssignment interpreting

Bmericon culturc to England; he agrced ths iden was fine,
but feercd it might end up "mere sociology.” Only; I replied;
if ws can't £ind good enough literory crities to *xwo_rk on

the scries, If the Association for Comionwealth Literaturcs

took such a responsibility and worked with the Commomwealth

Broadcasting Union, we could achicve sn outstanding fusion

¥ G
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of sound judgment with artistic forn,
A Radio Magpzine on Commonwselth Litoraturc

But wcell-funded projccts like thcese toke time and money.

There orc woys of beginning quito simply to provare a profession

n waale
W W ak
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7
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beginning fall semcster 1966 for %the MLA Confercnce on Common-
waalth Literature {(rmeeting in December 1965) to produce a radio
mogazine on this now literatuwrc in English. Call it "Realms

of Gold"™ after Keats and hve scversl diffcerent scholars
contribute shord reviews; recitations; correspondence;
criticism. And publicizc the progranm through local NCTE
offilintes; badger librariocns into displuys and acguisitions

bascd on the Comnonwealth litcroturcs.

Photo-Film Poetry
Therc arc other mothods of using such g fresh staort

for the humenit ies and moss communications to get the brisk

winds of innovation ventilating our studi.s and c¢lassrooms.

L

I have suggestod to the NCTE, for cxamplc, that a sampler

of poems from Comrionwealth Pocts %65, publishoed for the Cardiff

L4

Lrts Festival, be blown up for duplication on fibre boasrds

for display at the Houston C/o;lv;ntion of that orgenize tion,




Latar the incxpeusivc cost of such a display could ke
amortized by circulcting it ot a small fce to locol affilinte
nestings. Mr, John Szarkowaki; curator of photography at the
Museum of Modern Art; is willing to counscl us on the graphics.
He was f;scinated by the prospect of priring fresh photographic
and postic toalents. Imtor; when thc prototypc hos paid for
itself; furthcr "cditions® of thc Commonwcalth sanplor

should bc produced with young photogrcphers creating

imcges germone to thelr countrymgn's pooms, Finally; &=
millinetsr film loops of pocts recding their posms for a

World Library of English Literaturc would furthcr empley

the ncwer mcdia's resourccs of eloqucncc to owr task of

teaching postry.
A Folkways-Scholastic Parlay

The mcrgor of Folkway Rccords with Scholastic Publications
in 1965 suggests anothcr podagogical parley. That firm's

Litorary Cavalcode hes long donc ¢ superb job in prescnting

contenmporary poctry in the contoxt of compcllingly
dosigned graphics. I can sec¢ a splcndid photopamphlet on

young Commonwealth Pocts roprintcd from that magczine along

%%
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with o Polkways dilsec with those poets saying their own

posms,

Beginning with Poctry

I have llmited my discussion tc poetry for simplicity's

‘“.;‘ sake, and bocauss poetry lends itscif well to first intro-

ductions. But what I've bcen urging applics %o other litcrary

. arts as well,

The Britisih FPilm Institute held ¢ World Tclevision

Festival in 1963; the Conmmonwealth Afts Festival in 1965

insluded film and television festivals. Many of the entriecs,

«
o
.

A

and many morc I hove discovercd in nmy ycar of scarching,

would constitute inveluchle addition to our teaching re-

1 «
" L Y

i ~ for using them ‘
sources. More suggestions/following undcr "Legistics,™

L (R

Our Unposscssed Comnonwcalth

It romeing to sumemrizc the tcetic of introducing
Commonwsaith Literature through mass ncdia. Humanists are
suspicious of mnss communication; largcly becausc they dont't
know how sdrious thc media can be in the BBC tradition
icherited by the Commonweclth Countrics. They also are
diffidcent about involvencnt in toocchur cdusation, This new

global v, 9
pert of ta¢/literary firnoment allows all partics to tho /




tronsachion -- humonist, sducationist, brosdesster --to
hove o f£rosh go ot it, unencurmbored by inhcritod impasses,

I have purposcly played down in this Qiscussion the nced

for intcrnational understending (wkich I think litcroture scrvcs

k4

fest.r and more surely thon 4o the sociel sciences))but it is

foolish to ignore this dimenszion of the discussion cltogether.

Whaot, then, cre the logistics of thce stratcegic s and tactics

I have been proposing?

The Trivium in Balsnee

In his national study of high schools with oubtstconding
English problem.'s; Rogcr 4pplebee noted thet the tripod of
the English curriculum (language;, 1itere.turc; and composition)
would ncvor stond up veccusc the legs were so unequcl, Theot
imbalenc ¢ also derives from lack of focus cnd purposc.
Writing is shomcfully neglectcd becausc the old nethods
of teaching it wcre enough t¢ crush a saint. Lengucge is
poorly tought beccuse linguists have not yct found wayd of

institutionclizing their rcescarch in classroom meocetice.

And literature is fun to teach (espccially when it's taught
/970
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IV, LOGISTICS

Now just 80 ling as our educstional ingtitutions
ahove ths grade of the kindergarten and kindred asrects »
persist in foisting & fsudal and hLence now artificlal
’ system of thinking and feeling upon &n sctive-mindsd

peoplie, just so long shsll we continue %o be character-
ized by spiritual poverty instead of spiritnal wealth
ir our civilization and in owr art. For our art cennot
differ materislly from our civilization, and our
civilization vannot essentially diffsr from our
thought, our education, Hence, we may seek and fiad
the existing center of gravity of our art within

the nature and tendencies of cur educatinnsl methods.
I am gratefully aware of important movemsnts for
educational bettermsnt, even though they be sporadic,
I know the brilliant minds impelling these movements
-- atriving agsinst the inertis of scademic convention
and the languor of habit, The leaven ig working, and
sone day will surely work largely,

Thus, my son, do we obtain & general view aof the
orderly form and content of true culture, in comtrast
te the relative shapelessness and emptiness of what,
emnongsv us, passis for culture. Culture to be real,
to ring true, in this dey and land and for our people,
must become democratic: as thcy .wshb bocoie. It must
justify itself as the most simple, impress’ rely ob-
vious output of the spirit of democracy in its
subjective aim and social form. Otherwise, culture
for us is an illusion, a delusion, not a power. When
two such words as Democracy snd Culture are conjoined,
there arises from the conjuncticia a new idea, a new
sense gnd vision of power -- a new world whe rein
Denocratic~-Culture shall gignify men's highcst
estate.

True Culture means the {ull opening of the heart:
its veritable blooming. Without this -- all else is
vanity and vexation of spirit.

- Louis H. Sullivan, Kinder-

arten Chats and Qther
Writings (Wittenborn,
Schultz, Inc., 1947), pp.
134~5,

XY
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superficinlly).

For the tripod to stand up; the thrce legs mve to
cor ¢ o focul point -- the dovclopment of mature cesthetic
Judgment in the individuel stud:nt. This con only come by
constont ceis of cttention ond criticism. The act of
attending is esscnticlly acsthotic -- how skilled is o
readcr in percciving the complex rclationshipSwhich obstoin

in o well-mode work of litcroture (cnd mutetis mutandi, a work

of art)., Th¥sthe crt of criticizing is essnbially a composition
-=- an ordering of elecments in a judgment suf ficicntly clear

to be communicatcd ia spcech or prose to othcrs. Until owr

-

clessroom practicec reinforces this unity cvery day, it will

remein the erazily askew, ecsy-to-turn-over tripod it is,

Language-Literature Criticism

Oncc agoin, this intcgration docs not nccd to ¢ wait
grandiose curriculum recconstruction. Lenguege-Litcraturc-
Criticism is ¢ parzdigm for classroom zction. Littontion
to thc formcl cheracteristics of the literary medium; pene -
tration to thc meaning embodicd in the work; eXplication

of this to others with similer troining. Repected with a Xy
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widic voriety of works under o wide rangc of conditions, this

critical mxercise results in judgmont, practiced cnd moture.

Mcdla can help ot every stage of this .nroccss, but they can

()
hde

o

ngver ~- repent. never -- toke the ploce of theot.
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student monologue which can load 4o the dicloguc that makes
civilizcd life possiblc. Media will bc importgnt only insofeor
as they are instrumentaol in sccclerating tho quantity and
quality of such critical acts -- with the noteworthy cxception
that occasionelly the nedia themsclves contain works of art

complex enough to be ¢t the conter of this parcdign --

lenguege~litcraturc-criticisn,

ilovn can msdic help at cach stage? If you've ever tricd
to teach Robert Frost's "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
Evcning™ to Hawaiians; you know how cssential cxpcricnce
is to somc kinds of sansucl imagery. Language nust be rich
with refercnce to roas.ity; or it becomes mon's greastest
hindrance. No onc who has ncver been in a slum can pretend
to know fully whot Stephen Spender is writing cbout in his

L4

pocn, "Elcmcntary School in a Slum." Ancrican ncturc postry

/83




is a bland blur to most children simply becausc they don't
gee what's involved. "The Yeats Country" is an indispcnsable
prolcgomencn to Yeats thc poet. Whatever can = - the
scpsuous and aifective oxporichnce a studant ovrings to
rccding is worth attention; providcd thc teachcr mkes it

sucy
clcar thot/a preparetion is not a substitution.

Multi-Media Traonslations

Multi-medin trenslotions can slso be very hclpful., How —
this applics to Mclville's "Benito Cercno" is exonined at
fcngth clscwherc in this roport. But the bifocal porspcetive
that comes from sceing "thc samc thirg" in diffcrenc litorary
genrcs is 3o valuable a necthod of devcloping undeisianding
that thc university community could do nothing more useful
then to create a repecrtory of such cross-medic critical

studiss oz putting the technigucs of the ncw criticism to

Raymond Willioms's cssay on Shckespcarc ond the rnss medin

work in common scpool edwation. The wark of Goorgc Blucstone ’

es a critic (Novels Into Film) and filmmcker ("Bartlcby)

suggests the kind of mpn ncedod to ercote such mterials, ¥
f

(in TV As Art, od.,Patrick D. Hazard) is an eXemplc of how

/S Y
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the crosg-medin explication works. PFathcr John Culkin's
ways of studying both film translctionsand original fiam$

is enobher productivc method for stimula ting acsthetic

WAL

bifocalism, Father Waltcr Ong's comparison of the diffcrences
between Allen Siliitoc's short story cnd film; "Toncliness of
the Long Distanc e Runner," to elcmentory cnd high school
teochers at the L C's Convention in St. Louis; 1965; is a
rodent examplc of how wcll a man of profound lecrning can do
this kind of tecching; oncc such ¢ scholar acccpts the

commitrent, o8 Fatixr Ong cnd a fow others “of his staturc hsve.

Finclly, thc nedia con ossist in tcaching the aet of
criticism. The CEEB films likc thosc of Wolker Gibson counsel
very procticzlly on the problems of toaching writing., But I

bclieve whaot I have cclled ¢ tronsitional mass modium -- the

) overhccd projector ~~ combincd with the now gencrative
rhctaric of Francis Christenscn can show us onc way
X out of that wildcrness of rotc exerciscs in writing which
f

only tought, ultimntely, contampt for writing, ond by cxtan-

contcempt for
sion/coveryth ing\ thot went on in our elcssroons.
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Compassion as well a8 shrowdncss forcc us to scek ways

of dengthening the writing leg of our trivium withour mak ing

paperwork Sisypliuses of us all at homc. W nust cultivate
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must cncourage in-class student crit icism which is not

psychologically destructive.

Under 1ogistics; a film cxplcining the gonerative
rheboric tzught both by mcans of home-prepared gnd class-
room-crecated transpcrcencics is described in detail, What
they con do for "domesticating" the tccching snd criticism

of writing in school may well e GQouc for orsl s xprossion

by a combinc tion of the plonser work of Ruth Goldcn at
Detroit's Northern High School with the new pro ject of

Nelson Francis at Tougoloo Collegc in Mississippi. The tebe-
rocorder longuege lcb will aid us gurclly to focus attantion
cn spoaking wel}.; tho way thc ovcrhead pro jecetar ol lows ue

1> focus attention visually on writing well, We would do well;

however, to kocp in mind o landmork essay on +he problcms

of teaching unifornity in style and usage. by James Siedd,
The English Journal, Novanbecr 1965, /5"5-—




For us to tcke & new look; vic must first cdmit that
the university is justicc-bound to train a new generation of
teschars; golidly trcincd but willing to experiment with all
kinds of aids kept cver subordinatc to the mcin task of
fostering literacy and dccpning cultivation. If we keep

our cyes fimly sct on this ducl task, cny numbcr of helps

will bc wolcomed. And our uwncending job will approcclt closer
to acn cvlwuys illusive idcal of perfoetion. The triviun

need not be trivial,

/S




The "iracleo® of Detroit

By this timc, the stary of Detroit's urben readers is

fa2rly well known within the craft of Engiish., Besicelly,
whot the peoplc working under Dr. Gertrude Whipplc in the
Doctroit Public Schools hove found is that so-called "inedu~

ccbic” Nogrocs begin to rcad in the first gradc when the

recading matcrizls thoy use include imeges of themeelves end
B the ir urbaon surroundings. In othcer words, curriculum
ﬁ&;

specliclists have discoverced thot sccencs from the suburben
2,
. Utopias which for: the iconography of most bascl readers
3 have been psychologically threatcning to the Negro; indeed,
they sccm to bs an omblcr: of the vory denial of cppartunity
‘j which thc real-1ifc moctropolitan lcndscapz faces hin with,
J And so, it should not ocmezec us (it is so obvious oncc it hos

hapl.)c-nod) thet Ncogrocs would lcurn how to rccd if their
instructional matcricl rocssurcs them by; as the c¢liche
goes; "getting vhere they crc and lcading thom someple ea;
hapcfully foerther.®

- /)
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Technicolored Shoddiness

What remnins to be observed about the urban readers

is nesthetic poverty. As sormeonc rercrked, thoy arc msrely

technicolor versions of the same old shoddy grophics., This

rais cs thc lorger question of vhcether Americans would have
put up with the visunl choos of their everyday environmen’c;
had thoy been tought in their primers to rcespcet integrity
in design. Which raisas; this is to say; a question i:ar
boyond thc imncdiate onc of how to overcorx sociological
dropouts in thec minority sub-culturc. This poses the

qucstion of how we cen dcvisc princrs and other instruwe tioncl
mitericls up through grcducte school reprcecsanting the most
eloquent visucl designs our culturc is able to producc. Why
is it that our textbooks should be such an aesthetic shemblos;
while designers like Socul Becss crcatc novie trcilers for
?ilmmekers like Otto Prominger® Is it reclly tolcraoble that
we should so pmisalloecte our rcsourccs in hhis way? Why do

not Bea Shohn end Antonio Fransconi work on thc se cssentials

materials vhich provide ow youngstors with their first glimpse

, of whot thc world of lcarning con be? Indccd, it seems to
i /58
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me that an all-out war on ccstiwtic poverty would begin
precigcly ot this point, by crsating an archctype series,

kindcrgarven through twelfth grcded thot will roverl 9

211l the othgr curriany

Tiam Armd )
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can be prcescnted in tho most affective woy by using the
very best acrtists to design the tcoching o terizls., It is
highly unllikely that a commcreicl publisher is geing to
risk bringing lmericc's bost graphic dcsigners to g curri-
culum scrics when the mcdiocrc and third-rate heove romec 4

U0 scll & Aighly profitabloc number of books.

Intercst of Humanitiss Branch

This questicn of integrating indtruction in thc humani-
ties with the very best graphics ond visucl dcsign is so
crucicl gond ncglceted an issuc that it hes formcd the basis
of kcvorcl comversations between the writer and the Humcnities
Kection of the U.S. Officc of Education, T mercly want to
; renind my readers in this rcport thot this is an issus of

poranount irportance which; so far as I know; hos not been
dealt with ai «ll, We know thot a fow pcoplc in the craft
of English teaching are sensitivé to these mttors; or else

/1S ¢
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Profcssor Ken Maédroric would not hove rcdosigncd the
journcl of the Confercnce on Collegc Composition gnd
Comnmunication the waey he did a fow gears ago, Such far-
sightcd nan within our craft are unhcppily very fow and
far bctwecn. Yet I would arguc thot the resultant stodgi~
ness and lack of verve heove debilitated lcarning at ¢ very
fundancntal level throughout our entirc curriculum. Commer-
cial mcdia usc the very best designers and the rmost cloquent
graphics techniques; we; it almost seems‘ pervcrsely; are
stuck with the‘“very wor st and least effcetive. No one who
wonders ot thc low efficicney of the Ancrican cducationnl
cstablishnent should neglcet this snoll but signific ant

point of levcrago: good dosign,

Grass Roots Frittcring

And though the work of thc Dotroit public schools in
csteblishing the theory of the urbon reader; ~* well s
thosc othcr cxperimcnts like the Bank Strec - Collcge of
Education and Hunter Gollogo; erc clrecdy for enough ad-
vanceq 80 that we accopt the principleos at stakr" the

toughest part of the job remains: translating these various
/6 O




systems into an optimum kind of compromisec or #ilnding some
new variction on the existing systen and then getting these
mossively into circulation in our rotropolitcn school systems,
Once agaln here; the grass-roots syndronc mcy pm'evail; and we
may have a welter of tiny cxporircnts frittcring cway
prcvious energy; when onc roclly first-rctc sorics of

roadcrs would husbond our prcecious resowrces. It would seam
that a confcrence on trying to anc lwyze the verious potentiols
of the differcnt urben rcader schemes; cs well os odding the
Initicl Teaching Alphcobet notion; should bc called at the

ccrliest possible momsnt.

The Fclipsc of Hop:

But boyond th's rcscarch cnd conccptucl problom is one
of motivction, We think we hove isolated on cxomple which
could hove the widest possiblie impoet on thie issus of mo-
tivotion. For the post 25 years; Mrs. Thelna Hubtchins hrs
been tcaching slum caildren in the Detroit school syston,
She 1s unquestionably one of the unsung horocs of this
gencration., Long bofore it became fashionable to discovor

poverty, she wes there, dolng whotever sic could cgeinst
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immeasarablc odds. Hor story aceds *o be t0ld = thet a
new gencration will flatter her by being as dsdicated g nd

imcginetive in thoir use of thc nowly cbundant sources cos

*
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Theimg Hutchins: Horoine
We took color picturcs of hor tccching a first grade

in the new Harry' Kciden Elemcntary School in Detro it; lcter
we made tcpe recordings of her comrcnting on the slidos.
Further; we weit te Bclle Islc last sunncr vhon ghc wes
working tn onc of +hc pilot "Hcod Start® programs cnd took
picturcs of hcr warkxing therc and tapc rccordings of hcr;
her tcacher ei-i.es; Bl children; an& the parcnts of the
children getting a icad Start. We. belicve that & very power-
ful sound film strip could bc mrde of her and her work for

us¢ in tescher orgcaizetion and conrmunity support programs

throughout thc countzy.

Not thet Thclma Hutcihins is the only idcrlist who has

been at work fur years cgrinst impossible odds, but she is

» .

one of the most eloguent, surcly, entirely without prctensc,

a born tecchcr who hos mede 0/205 of lifc in bclping thcse
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children hreak out of the poverty cycle. If fincncing is
availcble for ;i color film of this woman &t work; tab
would be even besttor. 'Ironically; bocause she is only a

3 normnal-school gra&uate; shc caonnot hove practice tecchers,
N sincc shc docs not hove the propor cortificetion. Vet har
influence ought to bc morc thon merely local. Indced: I

C should sgy that just as importont as discovcering now
vechniques in solving the Ncgro cducaticnal crisis is
finding new woys of dronatizing the idealism necessary o

surmount tihls probkem, It iz much morc than o qucstion of

AL T -,
D L e

improvecd techni-ucs, We nced to stir up as nuch compassion

as we do inventivencss in finding now tcchniuucs like the

L urbon reador. In Mrs, Hutchins we f£ind ¢ tpachcr who

combines experimcatal teaching with the cerucisl cnthusiasr,
We have shown thc slides to o numbor of U.S. Officc of Educa-
*ﬁion officicls. We urce rcady to move ahced on this rort of
our report ot thc carlicst opportunity; as soon us funds for

g sound filmstrip and/or a 16-millimotcr film are aveiloble.
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One Good Expcrincnt Descrves Anothcr

Bethlehon's i/t/a exporiment is not only important

in itself; but its pronisc as another mecting ground between
schools and medis is most imp;)rtant for the ercft of English.
Mony pcople who are using i/t/a takk of ¢ rerricge with TV
-- whecther for classroon instruction (doubtful value);
teccher training (very valuablc); or parcnt indoctrination
(a practicel nced) -- but nobody has surgcsted such & fusion
yet. The i/t/a motericls themselves, moreovor; reflcet an
awarcncss of graphics-as-lcnguage v;;hich, whilc not supcrb;
is ccrtainly far cbove most besel reeders. The symbolically
important thing about i/t/a (1ifting off the roof; letting
the children's vocabulary fly cs high cs his linguistic and

imo ginative feneies dictote) offers, too, an effective
statement in reversc cbout preciscly whet hes becn wrong in
grade school for too long.

The Chandlor Rcaders: Photo as Art
The Chondler readers, with their usc of photogrcphy

and their commitrcnt to supornorkets end realist ically

discrdored urbon streets as localcs, reprcscnt the graphic

/@




sophistication too infrcquent in Engl ish., No one cdlse h s
uscd phetography their way, making priant scon recal to students
and o% thc somc tinc dcveloping, ot the primecr level, g

corollcry graphics literccey.

14141 = 7

We heve becen impresscd discreetly by Hutehins using
Follett in Detroit, a school system using i/t/s in Bethlchem,
and what a fine eye for good photography has done for the

bclecguercd cause of good graphics in the Chandler rczders.

Why not prove that in the "now moth" of an all-out war on

poverpy, one cxperikent addcd to two othe rs comcs out to

scvel ot least? Tho cloment ary school has been vic tinizcd

for a gencration by the torrificd and thc'timcsorving whc
rescntcd their duty to babysit "incducables.” To overcome this
heritage of contempt and dcspair fceding on cach othcr; the
artist nceds to cntcr tiac common cln ssroom. Thc recliability and
validity czars aren't within o milc of crediblec caswers.

We nced cloquence, not authcntication, to overcome the backlogs

deprcssing us,
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Two Circuits That Cloggcd

The logistics of newer mcdia ond the teaching of
English is the very herd-noscd onc of gotting the most
out of aveilable matcriols, The moin problem is persucding
the inhcrently anarchic English tecchcr to work within
the burecucratic routines thot meke mess connmungcation
(and mcss clucation) possible, I say this wistfully
beccusc two exporiments we undertook as port of this
report nckce me wonder. One cxperincnt involved rniling
& scnpler of ten difforcent mess ncdic packcges to & circuit
of five institutions choson beccusc they rcpresented cn in-
portant devclopnent in curriculun innovction, The circuit
was supposcd to toke six weeks; thc cmouwat of frce viewing
time promis 1 us by thc distributors. To ny horror, six
months loter the £iims ¢ad recordings hod still not ail

becn rcturned,

Furthcr, wec mcde arrangemoents with ESSO to supply ten

1 1m:i from their verious talevision scrics (Fcstival

of Pcrformink Arts, World Thecatrc, and Reportory Thectre)
/ © b
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of thc new mcteriaols in their 1966 programs, Onc way o
moking such screenings most productivc would be to pass
out a chccklist of possiblc mmtaricls at the Washington
confcrence for now institute dircctars. We woluntoor to

prepare such ¢ list with Dr. sMorthe Coxc i8 one is nocdod.,
Media Moturi ty and Curriculum Centors

Previcw circuits should also be cestablished in con-
junction with cach cwrriculum contor, Indeed; a short
screcning confcrence of curriculum ccntcr hcads might be
worth the small cxpensc involved. In kccping with ny belief
that the English craft must work within the motrix of insti-
tutions thet mke up contemporcry socie'i:.y; I rccomncnd that such
a conference be callcd ot NET's Audiovisusl Cemtor at the
University of Indicne., For onc thing; this would accuctor.
policymakers in English to the oxistcnee of this arehive
Of grossly underuscd resources -- and o the recenmt relocation
there of Edwin Cohen's Notional Instructioncl Tape Library;
under the now corporatc title of the Netional Cont er for
School and Colloge Television, Cohicn hes somc exesliont

ideas for idcutifying good progroms nade by local ETV stetions
/68




and upgrading their production velucs to outstanding
levels beforc di stributing then nctionclly. Too much ETV

is costhetieclly defcetive boecuse of +he gress-roots

uctlon thnios cut
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the tolecnt cnd funds to nononolceculer thiclness. Thus it
is very sclutcry to have Cohecn co untering thet trend with

his tepc librery. A "Banito Corcnof samplcr would be a

convanicnt convcning tectic.
Ihe Ysots Ceatenary

Once the curriculun centcr dircetors gct a livclicr
fecck of what ncwer ncdic resources cre lrecdy ot h:'nd; they
will bc ¢cble to stort initicting suzgestions to rmeot the
nceds which current motericls don't sc¢tisfy. Herc I think
the cxporicnec of Irish telcvision is instructivc. Telofis
Eirecann hcs totel rovenucs he rdly lerger thoen onc comrcreicl
stetion in Philedolphia., Yet to cclobrite its Yeots
contencry ycar; & wide ronce of both radio cmd %;elo vision
prograns were comnissionsd and broudeast., IS ought to
rctroadeost ther herc, Not su.rprisingly_; Irclond heos

made s nuch of this i.mportan};a occasion cs any country.
/




Cursory invostigution roveoled that Radlo Zircann and
Tolc fis Eircann (Progromms Bulletin, 27 May 1965) md

arrangcd ¢ scrics of broncdcast ovents comncasurctc with
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~= "The Yeats 7o Kacew," six Thomes Devis lceturocs

.

by Frank O'Connor, Pcdrcic Colum; Prancis
Stuart; Austin Clc.rl:c; Merk Gibbon; and
Earncn de Blaghd; now collceted in ¢ papcrbocek
edition cditcd by Frencis liseManus (Dublin:
Mcreicr Pross).,
3 -~ Rodio zdaptctions of scven of Yoots's plays
by the Redio Eircann plcoycrs:
"King Oedipus"
"X¥athlecn NiHoulihan"®
e "The King's Threshold"
"On Beilc's Strand"
"The Greon Helmot™"

s "The Countsss Cothlcon

™ "Thc Tords Umon the “indow Panc ¥
(& /70
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-~ 3cvercl prograns of music tosed on Yoofs poctry,
including Scoirse Bodley's spceicl comnissions by
Rodio Eir eccnn Synmphony -- 3 gsong cyclc for soprano

"%

ToacsLra, "Nover To Hove Lived Is Best.®

”~

£

T
Gad

Tclevision

-~ "Portrait of 2 Poct," o biosr:phicel filr: on the
peoPIG; placos; and events which specificclly
influsnecd his wiorks. Rescareh cnd script by
IMicll Sheridcn and production cnd dircction
by Jeancs Plunkett.

-~ [ rocitetion of his poons by Cyril Cussack,

-- & telecast of Tyronc Gushric's production of
"Ocdipu3 Rex,  foaturing Yoats's translation
and usc of drame tic mofks which so foseinctod
thc poct.

-~ 4 new production of "Dgirdre."

== Four hzlfehour telks (Frenk 0'Connor on his
fricndship with the poet; Denis Johnston on

the mon of the theatre, Richerd Fllmen on

xr




contanporary chtitudcs toward the post, and T.R.

; Henn on his poetic achieverent).

\ Surely ML. and NCTE ccn usc their prestige to
pcrsuadc NER cnd NET to roetransmit sonc of this
rctericl, with the promise porhops thet it will be widcly

uscd in eclassos.

The Camco Pcrformancc aml the Classroor
But we ought to do bctter than thet by Yoats., Ifichccl

MaceLicrnolr has boun giving cs pert of the cocntenary and
the Dullin Thoctre Fostivel ¢ two-hour drecrmetic recding on
the poct. It 1s cdrirably designcd for cosy trecnsletion to
television, For sovcracl thousend dollers, ¢ reolly useful
addition to the rcrportory of clessroon rpitcricls oa Yeats
could be obtcined, .J11 it would toke on our part would bc a
little forccful pcrsucsion of NET officicls, By doing one or
two things like this ¢ yo ar; Ingl ish teachers vwould hove
institutionclizcd an imvortait reletion with oduce tionnl

broadc.sting in JAnmecricn,
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Culturasl Amnesia and Scholarship
One looks in vazin for o sinmilar tribute to Howthorne

on the centenery of his death in 196L. I think such cult aral

cmnesia is a serious defcet «- tic hcd sceds of books end

o TP ie

artieles;, but no radio, flim, or tclcvision coiciwrating

(h

chs nmemory of one of our grect writers, Why; onc asks;

didn't it oecur to scholsars to teoll whet thoy knew about

Howthorne to the geonsral public? Therec was & groat Tlury

cbout gotting porfect texts of all his works; good; bcd;

and indif fereat. Why is Arcrican litcrary scholership so

nuch windup cand so littie pitch? This is a _uestion we

ought to ask as we begin to cxemine the retericls alrecdy

at hend which we haven't been using; wiich exist in U.S.

and foreign film vaults;which we should get into circulation;
cxanincd thcse

hoving/ rotoricls we should commission our bost artists o

crcatc for the clossroonm. similariy first-rote programs,

Let e reko o specific proposal., July 12, 1947, mrks

the sesquiconscanicl of Thorocu's birth. The currcnt crisis
over tac quolity of Arcriecn lifc was cleorly foroshodowcd

in the philosophy of Waldon. “hot could be norc appropriate
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than %o rcecleim the meaning of Weldgon for thc averogs

viewer with a first-ratc film, comnissioned by the NCYE

for airing ovecr NET? I'd nonmincte as the licison between

UL A - 1
LILG wuLrau UL 4

Philip Booth, whose pocn, "Letter from o Distont Land,"”

docs in the genre of poctry whet descrves to b dons in

£ilnm.

One supecrlative film on Thoreau would be vor th morc

than a thousand scholcrly articlcs to cclcbratc the scsqui-

centennial, If you likc Robert Hughes'!s work on Robsrt Frost,

conrission him ©s ¢ Qouncil, don't comnittcc hii, Risk

e¢von ¢ noblc failure rathcr thon bonk supincly on a blaond

surc thing. I can think of others I'd hove confidencc in

*

-~ Goor: ¢ Blucatone, David Mycrs, somc of the USIA stuld cnt

filmmeckers,

Loetting Our Studants Teach Us

Here a very hcortoning precedent bears repeating. The

Poctry Center of Sen Froncisco Stote ¢ollege is on honorable

excception to the rulc that the hwirnitics scholcr hrs ignarod

the schools cimost 8 a metter of principlc., Beecause Jaomes

/’7‘-{-




Schevill 'ond Mark Lincnthel care obout poetry, thoy groan
thet it is by cnd lorge tought abomincbly. The typical

response 1s to shrug cnd lecavo another gencrotion to get

R

] 1 ~ o er
ed vicwe chout the noiure of nostr

¢

Most professors hove acted o3 if this were the wey they
felt, Not the Centcr. Ibs menbers go into tiic high schools
and read thcir pocris cnd thosc of othwr writcrs; thoy
cdit ¢ newslctter for teuchcrs; thoy commissioncd the first
really poetic film we hove cbout a mojor Snerican poct:
Dovid Mycrs's "In A Dork Time™ on Thcodorc Rosthks. Mr.
Myers mads that £ilm on ¢ grant from the student govecrament
of San Francisco State; supplcricnted by his ovn grocat
creativity whichi comiobt be peid for but can only be cdnired,
If thcsc idcalists had not gonc ahood with their filnm
cgeinst fermidobls cc‘ids; we would hove hed no filmat ell
of a grc't teccher and poet; for Hocthke dicd shartly
aiter. Yet € curious comnunication block cnsucd. The filn
was shown at the 1903 NOTE convention in San Franecisco ond
at many privcte sereonings in the intcervening two yoers.

Yct clmost no onc in the craft of Engl ish kncw cbout the filn

178
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two ycars lator, Thesc clogged channcls ere & kimd of

symbol of the imndcquate information systom inhibiting the

;( cffcetivencss of English teaching ot all lsvels today. I
_ have found, tinme aftor time, gregt enthusiasn for the fiim

«

when I hove sct up a screening for cn individual or a groun,
But obviously such o method is inadequcte when an cntire

profcssion has to ve infornmed swiftly cnd systeacticslly,

That is vxhy; in cddition to the long~ronge influence
of screenings for NDEA institutc dircectors cnd curriculun
center lecders;we nced to experimont in a2 varicty of ways
with better rmcthods of iﬁfoming the Engl ish teaclher about
the best that is baing thought and soid in the newor media

that hold promisc for Eaglish tceching,

The Fcstival Thet. . Didn't Draw

One such experiment wos o resounding flop. The (now
defunct) Committcc on Commcreicl Broo decsting snent many
hours winnowing cntrics for a Tclevision Festivel ot the
1964 NCTE convention in Cievecland. Only 500 peopls in gll

attcrded the 25 4if feront scx/'%;agings. Luckily, the Telcvisioh




Information Office commissioncd under ny editorship nine
explications of the bost of these programs (three elementary,

threc seccomdary, cnd threc college) so that vhen the NCTE

92 e TN P ee Pands o
doeke MLV DD AV LI L U,

4 _ *

Some Essays in Oriticism in the spring

of 1966, considerable permancnt velus will acerue from the

Festivel,.

The Convention as Epiphany

Still, notioncl conventions are plcccs where people
ocxpcet to find now meteri:ls. Why wes the Cleveland telcvision
festivel so poorly attcndcd? The loccz'biori; for ons thing; was
mrginaly although on paper its position in & corner of the

main lobby looked good, it wcs an ornGry coriner »neoplc

avoided., Morcover, whil: tcuchors arc lcen on finding new

’

moterials, they rarely hove tirge to pcerusc then on the spot,
Hence a few minutes £illing out & form for & froc excn'nation
copy of a book is ﬁuch norc conpctitive for the crarmc d hours
of a convention then sitting down for g hnlf-howr of
"Occurrencc at Owl Creck Bridgo™ or two hours Sor & color

"Macboth." There is cvidencc, however, that a fow "cle ssics"

draw -- Rod Serling's ™Requien for a Hoavyweight™ was well
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attonded and well reccived, In itsclf this program suggrsts

an eosscntial responsibility for the humonisc¢ -- the creation

of cn crchive of thc best drama which tclevision here and

1b1oad hr 8 produced. Thot T hope would grow mturglly ou

of a closcr rclationship betwcen NCTE ¢nd NET's filnm litrary

v

in Bloomington. There is, of coursc, thc Tolcevision Jecdeny's

new triprtite erchive at New York Uaiversity, Srericen

v

University, and the Univcisity of Colifarnia at Los Angcles

b

and MLA end Jor NCTE should have an articulstc represcntative

on th:t body,

Closcd Circuit Hotel Prcevicws

v

Mcenwhile, the re rcamcins the practical »roblen of

inforning tcochers about what slrcady is cveilcble. MLA

Executive Seerctory John Hurt Fisher hos suggosted toking a

-

page from NEA's book. At their Atlanmtic City convention,

NEL reobers previcwed cround the elock through ¢ closcd-

circwit systan in their hotol rooms. Schedilcs ..oTo stdagured - o

€Y & viewer hog seversl cracke gt sceh filri, Dr. Fishor

hus suggestiod ¢ tricl of this systoen at the MLA Convanbtion

/78




in Ncw Yorxover Christims 1965. If o program of throe

in Chicago '65

filns on poctry (Ycats, Lowcll, Rocthke) mects with success /
a morc comprchonsive systcem will bc arrcnged for the 1966

canvention in New York.

Mcdic Creatars at Conventions

There ore othcr viays to pocnctretc the high throshold of
distrsetion at a notionsl convention. Onc was tricd in
Bosnon; Thanksgiving 1965 , wh en YGBH-TV tclccost Robart
Lowell's "Benito Coreno"” aftter the Friday covaning gcieral
Bession., Wo ltve boen suggesti.g to NET!s dircctor of utiliza-
weon Heary Alter thc possibilitics of preparing for MNDEA
sumre T institutcs ¢ poclket of study noteriels whieh will
tond to put the vicwer into the fullor possession of the
vork of litcreturc on this kinescovc. W werc unsucecssful
so for to interest cay ETV stution in carryling a cross—
ncdio anclysis of tho novcl; stegs play; recording; cnd
telscast -~ in spitc of the faet thet the four principal

4

actars ond the director of the sitege ploy, Jonathen Miller,

expressed o willingngss to comca Ve nust txy ageln because
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it is oxtrandly inpartant thet e most croative peoplo in
the nower redic tolk to wstchers, For onc th ing,actors cnd '
direcétors are inspiring, and tcucherr ncod such pick-nc-ups .

VO XGep their sanity. Thoy have to know in ¢ deeply pcersonal

wly that therc arc nen ong vonen fichting thc sood fight,

H

working owr side of tho street, so to spcck, in the mess

communication industrics,

Will Nower Mcdic Moturc? &

If the novel bocome onc of the 505t scrious forms in all
of litcrary history in fever then @ hundred yoars ;we have =
cvery right to expeect thot filns;mdio; and tclevision could
maturc with similer rapidity. Vhoet we OXpeet of the se now
f‘*' arts;' what owr students learn from us to de:rnd of the ncw
form.s; will noli ¢ 1little dcternine” whet The nower rodig
:-:t end up beconing. So the more crcative individucls like
George Schaeffcr; Lucy J'arvis; Rod Sorling; cnd Arthur
Ponn wo con bring to our rcgioncl end notional conferenc es;

tho botter. It's good for the modis pcoplc (who need to know

¥2 cere) end it's good for the tcachsrs, It keeps both from

losing faith in g situation which discourcges nany ncople - -

- /90"




to the point of despalr, And such dialogue between crzators

and teachers will keep sl ive the option that the ~roadcasting

media will earn 8 seriousnsss the movie has achieved in the

!
"
o
[
[
L[]

o
g
4
1'\
3
W)

In-Service Film Explications

in fact; The imprsssive success of the low=-budget nmovie
provides us with enothsr way of incornorating t‘ggpopgﬁ'r
rmedls more fully into the English curriculum. Every convention
reaches g peak of snnui by its second-last day which no
amount of higzh spirit or low spirits can transcend, Then is
the ideecl time for a full-length movie; f‘ollmed by a brief
colleetive™ explication, This technicue was pioncered in
St., Louis at the 4 C's Comvention by Varren French, David
Stewart; Father “felter Ong; end mysclf., Bcsed on the success
of this experimeat (.,100 rentel; 500-plus viewers);
I recommend that no major convention be hold henceforth
without screening one low-hbudpet f£iln whi_ch has tcaching
potential. This is "in-service” treining which combines

the therupy of surceuss from conventioncering with the icw-

Y
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key instruction orf 8 kiné of sesthetic husking party (as
thems end image are worked out together, from the podium

and frem the floor).

4 4

Batter, this would sean to suggest, one excellent viork
in the newer medis thoroughly @i joyed cnd fully comprehended
at esch sessivn than merethon viewing of nany mony 14lms

at one-quarter the intensity.

Local and Regional Preview Circuits

Back home is where the oxtensive vicwing cun take plecce.

The NCTE should sesk U.8, Office of REducstion funds for s

“number of such proviewing circuits of verious shapss ond

aizes. "Misconsin'y Loonard Kosinskl is willing to try cne
circuleting through his state in the schools cooperating

wi:th hnis state~wide cvxrriculum program, Professar Hook will
discuss setding up such a civeuit smong the twenty colleges
making up hig i[llinois teacher troining cxperivont. Add the
Indiana and Miunesota curriculum com:ers; ard you have o tight
gegraphioal clveuit vhers screanling mrints cireculoted sither

from NCTE-Champalgn or IEF-Bloominzton con rake o maximum /82




impact on curricula, There is no one best way to get good
materials in the hands of teachers. A1l I can say, &fter
annlyzing the current snail'’s pace for & year, is that there

must be better ways than vie heve so far devised,

NET and NER Patrons

Another practicel wey of informing teachers is to encourage

them to be regular metrons of NET snd KER in their own locsli-

ties¢ pertly because these national bronde

at

-

fote

1)

ng a@gcnizations
need support; and partly becsuse English tcachers are nis sing
a bet by not paying attcation to whot they already show;

iz}deed by neglecting to assign their rlays and documentaries,

We very much need a NZT/NER equivalent of Scholasstic Maga -

zines! “Look &nd Listen, " because watciing and listening %o
next year's teaching asids is by far the cheapest way to alert
teachers 0 better newer media materiols. Perhaps more sp:ce
in Councilgrans for NCTE nembers cnd more FOMnotices for

PMLA subserivers will inform more teacher 8 faster, NBC's

s

“"Exploring®, of coursc, hcoe sct up this kind of previewing

for its Amcricon History scqucuce, /5 3
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The Eclipse of Sunrise Sems ster

One suspects; too; that the shameful underacceptance of
commercial television ventures like the CBS "Sunrise
Semester" and the NBC"Contincntal Classroom! was largely due
to not enough pcople caring enough fo get tho word around
and to overcome the institutional inertis necessary to
give credit for someone else's (possibly inferior, but in 33337
actuclly very suverior) telecourses. Tae telescourse idca ought
to be revived for the Commonwealth Literatures projecst. It
i® o scamlel that we do not have nationcl telscourses in
Engl i&h, Linguistics; the literatures of Africa; Asia; and

Latin America, and a courss on ricdis assthetics are obvicus

needs which TV could mcet.

World TV Theatre

In Gensvea I discussed with officials of the Burovision
System the possibility of screening Harbld Pinter's
"The Tea Party” at the 1966 MLA convention. This play is
part of a very importaout deveiﬁpmﬁnt in the Buropean

community -- crecating original plays for whst Rurovision /<55L

¥




proudly calls "The Largest Theatre in the orld." The newly-

commissioned .

/play is translated into French, German, Italian, and any

other lsnguege which members of the Eurovision system want

-3

roauce it in. I think it would ne appropriste for 1A

de A wa
vy

mombers to see Pinter's play in Freach snd Ccriaan as ell ea
in its original English. The French brosdcasting system hos
alrcady »nrovided mec with a seript. I have forwarded it to
MLA headquarters., Arizona Statc's Robert Hammond; a

Romance specielist with ¢ arest knowledze of contemporary
drama and f‘ilm; has volunteered to orgsnize such a program,
In fact, an excellent symposium on compurative 1it eralurs
might be held in conjuﬁction with the ftriple telecast on
the problems of trans’ ating so comtrovsrsial a playwright

as Pinter. (Thc Muscunn of Modern Art hos cxprcssed am
intcerest in a Buropcon TV Fostival to bec discussed in
Now York March 2, 1966.)

This project fascin tes ne boesuse it scems a dramatic
way of showing the Jmcrican scademic comriunity how much more

the European intellectual domonds of his broadcasting system,

I don't really seec much hope for NET's achieving the morsl

and intcllcctual support it nceds to flourish as long as

/1§8
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. the scademic humcnist is ss aloof from television ag he is
now. He will remain aloof as long as he is allowed to live
by the lazy c¢lichs thot 211 there I8 to te avision is "Tae e
Beverly Hillbillies." -
3 R M‘
Logistics for thc Elitc g
Indced, if onc can distinguis! between logistics for
..l.'u
the clitc and logistics for *the populsr, I should g .gue "
that informing the academic humanist about whet is going i
3
on in non-American telcvision is thc highest »nriority elite
business. A Commonwealth television festival, thus, would ”
be a tramendously liberating oxpericnce for the acadenic
humanist. Its high juality and its surpris ing range -- *
from a Ghanisn "Haomlet® to a Nigerian wnlay on w.rcheraft '
-- both would win his allegisncoe. "f
The classroom teaclher needs to sce such & wealth of
matericls for his own sake cnd the sense of his studcnts.
Since the NCTE mcets. in Houston in 1965, thegpace capital >

of -the world is an apt place to stretch the vision and

imgination of teachers by acquainting them with the Burc-

vigion idea through sosing t/hcx é‘irst fouwr plays clready




commissioned in English versions, Apnd when the NCTE meets
in Honolulu in 1967, a chrcustomethy of mass communication

from the Pacific Besin from Seattle to Sydrney would also

be in order.

Logistics Takes Drcoming

Although logistics is basically a dollsr-and-cents
problem; it also involves some drcoming., We have heard
rhetoric sbout "one world® so much for the past twenty years
that our superficial boredom at the repetition tends to dull
us to the zbsolutc truth behind the incentations. I am

(pehaps) simpls-minded cnough to beclieve thst the humsnities

have a key role to play in ~“creating . @ climate of belief
compatible 'wit:. . a dececunt world ordcor. It apprcars higihly
unlikely to me thet such an arder will be nossible if
Americen students don't find in gchool and collcze antidot cs
to the privatizing of their lives by the plezsure gxis of
Miami Boach - Las Vegns - Dicneyland. I sce no marc effcctive
m3ens av hand for engenc‘mr»ipg 21 global cmpathy in our ancicn
regime than the literary arts; including mnss com.;mnication;

A

to bring these ncw literatures within rangce of the American
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conscicnce and consclousness. The averagc Amcrican cannot wait I

anothcr belligerent brush firc longcr,

The Humenitics as Politics '
For in using ©the ncwer media to tcach English (i.s.,

W AT >y
i,.,;_, s

using the lcteat arts to quicken literacy cnd cultivation)

o

we m* t never lose sight of the gravest chellenge thc humani-
ties have ever faced in imerica: persusding our fellow

countrymen to mcke amends for the grievous wrongs they

. have inflictcd on the N:igro, cnd, having cle ared our

. ’ ing
conscicnce at home, becyw/coger to cid thosc sbroad who
want to share America's relstive frcedom firom poverty,

'
-

disecasc, and hunger, If thc humecnist flinchecs at such

{ -
J"’:“-"' .

= el emcntal responsibilitics, if he'd r. thoer ostrick himself

in first editinons or peiriceted texts, wo shall be sorry

;: --= for to do whot hes to be done without his help will be
even more demnding than it w 11" be even with Lis fullest
cooperation, 0 evoke the enigrcoph with which this book
ends, | the humanist can no longer affard the luxury of
thinking the arts are fcr the few. He .wust go whore the

f_: action is or betray his tiust.

/48




Amcrica cs thc Bjggest Fumbloe

That action, at present, is in the public schools and

¢

mass communica*ion, where a patchwork curriculum with
]

purpose on the one hand and a high-powered triviality
n the other so po the Crisis of values

contemporary Americun civilization., Unless we can combine

& new cducational purpose with the powcer of communication

4

that »ersists, we scom destined to dvindie avey, a patiacticeally

muffed chance.
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Art cannot exist only in the hends of spsciaslists
for it will wither on its pedestal. [t must dig deep
into the very substance of life. It must be restored
to the little man. '

OQur daily tasks, even cobking, cleaning, thinking,
talking, building, as well as music, painting, and
poetry, sre the birthright of every humasn being. I
would like to equate all work with art and all art
with joy and satisfaction. If war can be equated with
art, surely work can,

¢

-~ Yehudi Menuhin, upon
being made freeman of
the c¢ity at the
Edinburgh Pestival, 1965

!
-+
4

!
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By traditional standards of ecademic discourse, this

report will Bave seomod toc subjective, even bordering on

L4

hysteria, to k¢ acceptoble. I heve written this way prac

[seete

sSely
beczuse it seems to moe thot the stondard strctegics of
accdenic discussion and buresucrstic monagenent have

Teiled so far cven to confront the problems; let along to

pose credible alternatives for their solution. So, -+ +he

’

risk of boredom, lel me summarize these parcdoxes ¢f the

contemporery situstion in ths humonitics,

The Paradox of Progress and Pov srty
Surely no universitics snyvherc in the vorld have

as assiduous and encrget... &€ group of rosecarchors and cri tics
at work as ours do now, Never have librurics swelled so mage-
nificently with historicsl materials and contemporary doc u-
ments, Paralle' to this wromendous activity; however; there
is a steady deterioration in the humenistic studieé inside

the large-city achozl, Tris paradox of prgress ond poverty

porallels the situation in our cducotional systohr &tsclf

where the gehorls.: which nced the least -1p hevo the best

/90
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staffs and the most money, vhile tho center-city schools,

which are on the twrink of disaster, are scendalously under-

‘f fincnecd cnd undermanned.
The Powcrful Throw Their Woight Around &
Part of this mredox is mo more difficult %o und erstand X
, 5
then that the rich university and the suburban sciool mve
nad the politicol power te allocatc more than gencrously o
D.
roscurccs to themselves, cnd have done so. Quite a b2t of 7L
D
< O
/: f{?
| this is clso sttributablc to the incrcasingly deplorcble lag =
‘ a o o %"
s between the donecsrocy of our country and tho domination orf
) the rural legislatype Oover the urben center, Thore are, \
. o
within the Ameriecan politicsl arena, forces which could .
ck:.ngo this bolanss of | > er . ujckly cnough to bring us 5
4 '
3 bock on an even keel. As a huncnist, ho.ever, intellectully
{ comrit ted to o8 vhole ¢ vicw of society os it is humonly
pos sible to - oveloy, ons must insist thot we always risk
the possibility of Toilure. Indeed, ve nover risk it so much
ac when ws ¢oaplucsatl;” conclude thaot s .nce vie've- ever
3‘ . ' 2 T‘
failcd cbysmslly bofare in America, 1t is unlikely that
;;;-{
we will in t..c future.
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of the American National Style =so convincing. He indic"ates

A New Notional Style
Here 1is wvhere I find VWalt hitman Rostow's analysis
that the Americen pragmotic gd hoe tradition which was pre-

eminentiy suitced to the sliow-paced life in an aragrian de-
mocracy is the very opposite of what is necded in g highly
interdependent cmorging warld community. It mey ironically
D
be that our tcste of continued success in the ninctcenth
and carly twcntieth centurics through this naticnsl style
rigid
4 will come to meke us intcllectusliy/ond prevent our de-

vising a new style of notionel lifc mors commensuratc with

the conditions confronting ug today.

f Bub I am saying morc then this. I'm suying thot the

signal foilure of the humonitics $o do two things vwcll —

(1) to come to intelligent torms with moss c‘ommunication,

and (2) to rcvisc the humanities curriculum within the

d public schools -~ is; in tho last analysis; traccable to the
containment of tho professionsal humcnist by the ostoblishment.
Early in our history; his major energics vierc devotcd in

the Ivy Leogus universitics to training an elite. More

’




§ recently, he-has been fighting & war of attrition with the . “'{

3 academic exponsionists who have extended higher educ ation LA

in a response t0 political pressurcs from state leglslutures.

y An Act of Faith in Popular Culture
Mvamarashr a1 AP +hdn hha-a e e cem Trmniams nnl +a +he aognitTro —
hddh W UESLLE Q Al V4 Vid 9 WAV IEU T R VAL O MRV VW VALV, W s W \.
té? "y
. 0N

tions of €ll but the minority, in whose acsthet ic tcstes -
he finds a refuge from the vulgaritics of mss culture,. N
; What e have of a vigorous populasr culturc capaoblc of Sk
] ko
sustaining the educution of the citizenry beyond their school 2

&

years has grown up almost entirely outside the academic <

community. Until the academic community in the humsnities
can rike an act of feith in thc possibilities of that ;
popular culture, it is highly unlikely that unversity -
@6
q education can bsgin to use its wit cnd grozen intellectual i e
rcsources to make phhlie cducation the nocclrnism it must become :
Xy
if wer are to solve the agenda heforc us. E

This is to say thot to pretend that a series of ad hoc ‘o

' "

proposals of how mnses communications car dissemincte now £\,

¥ ideas in the teaching of English will substgnbticlly solve ol

our educationci dilemmos is to porticipote in & &ing of 5ot
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intuilectual delusion. Humanists who cannot create a schedule

of priorities which put the crisis in the public schools

before their own admitted tresdmill of publicotion are acquicsc~
ing in , a sj.ck system; ond if the so-called gcving remnant

is incapable of providing intelicetucl leudership, it scems

pathetieclly ireclevont to apply Band-uids serictim to a -

seriously hemorrhaging body.,

Whot Are thc Humanltics?

What Jmericcn education needs todey more thun any other

single thing is a re-ecxominction of vhat the humanities are

supposcd to do in our kind of socicty, cnd & soqrching

analysis of how the humonist nseds to bocome involved in v
the crsction of an sdsqucte oducationsl system. >
As it is, it is cn ednitted sccndal that the wrightest

gredute students in Engiish aro urged to flec from I
touching; the sooner one gets ¢ reduced lozd and privete A
. "‘)‘

resecrch support, the fester he 13 sccorded success.

‘

No onc seriously quustions this ebsurdity, cnd until o
A
} someone dces, the whole eatoxrprise of humanistic research )

and tecching is corrupted by the same American individucl ism




o

5

which hae ultimotely ccused the disintogration of our

center cltiss.

An Atmosphcre of Intellsctuality
One would heve to be en intel lectusl cherle tan to

suggcst after hoving looked at the motter thoet the »roblems
which confront English tcachors con be resolvcd; eivher by

using thc ncss mdic’ for tocching or by using the rcss msadis
better in circulcting new technicucs cmong English teachors.

There will be no substunti:l progroess mode hore until the

—

s

Amgrican public fininces ecducetion cdequately. Lip service
to education gs a Good Thing withouw adeyuete Pinancing

means merely thet o peor job is done missrcbly. l.iorecver;
the standurd tactic of exponding the cducstionsl establishment

to solve gd hoc problens is probably imch iess sonsibls than

the creation of sn otmosphere of intellsctuality in American

calturc as ¢ wholo.

S0 long as solesmanship and glibness obviously give
the ambitious youngster the fastest access to ap cffluent

1ifc, all thc horungues of the clcarly imnoverished teachor

about the vilues of groat thi.};!g;i;%‘g, coherence, and viracity




mean very little to the American adolcscent, In g culture
. : e
where the disc Jockey is hero, a war agoinst sesthet ic ;j’"i
poverty might begin by ci vilizing or silencing him,
o
(o
ihe Privatizcd Humanist ! g
27
Perhaps the greetost ai Soppointnent to me r.8 & humanist B
is my growing coaviction thot the professionol humcnist docs
. . . b
not really want to do the Job of cxpunging arti-int cllectuclism -
in the society as & wholec. Frankly, it is/.mch more sctisfying ;——-
life to turn imward, speak only with onc's oy ilized poers, Y
3
and %o pursue rosecrch imtorcsts which sre justified notk by
their relevence but just by being defined os hurpnis tic poT
The Real Humanist
When one looks for sources of growth in the humenities
todey, in contemporary Americe, one is rchuctantly driven to ;
the conclusion that there is g grcat desl more hops outside
the ccademic world now, &8 there was in soventeenth- =1
!
. . 1 )
cenvuxy Englond, thon the re is ingide it, "~ I? T had
o
to bet on either ihs trsditionsl humcn ist seadanicicn or 5
the two young English msjors from Haevard who becars filme A
it
. - o
mokers, Michesl Rooncr and Robort Young, I wouldn't hsitste
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for a minute., A film 1ike their low-budget "Nothing bub a

Man" tokes the idesls of the humsne tradition and pubs

d

them excctly where they must be, in the minde and hecrts

of ordin-ry people.

The Uncxoninced Humcnitics

If there is cny formulc for gotting the humanitic s
curriculun into reasoncblc contcct vwith thce dilommss of
modern 1ifc-; it is prcciscly by domesticaf;ing; so to
npeak; the extrc-curricular cfforts of men likc Rocmer
and Young in g,hc clc ssroon. As I heve suggestced e'arlier;
moverick acadcecmicicns likc Martin Dubcrman  hove shown
also thot therc!s nothing metephysically ilmpossible sboutb
well ~troined historians finding dramatic popuiar gconrcs

through which to publish their owan insights into the natvure

of Amcricon historiccl cxpcrience .

Indced, if we could somcao crcote o collaboration
between such open-minded ocadcemies like Dubcrman  and such
ground~trcaking creators of populcr culture like Rocmer

and Young, we might yet persucde the humanitics thot the

)

unec¥amined hunonistic life is not wrth lcading . /(97 7
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Finally; I don’t want to add to the 1ctﬂcrgy and inertis
of the academié hunanist csteblishment., Given fhe labyrinth
through which & report such as this must turczd itsclf; onc
can only be emazed if thcerc is g fcverbcration crough to start
a few thinking. We nust alwoys hopc thot thore is a civilizod
way cut of the trenendous wastc and futility which charscteriz .
cducation in Ancrica today; & wastc and futility which; in ny

Jjudgnient, comcs to g focus in thc humaonitics. The valucs, there
) ?

of all placcs; should tz the clecarcst, They are; sad to say; the
3 fuzziest of all, If this report will ccusc just ¢ few hunenists
5 to wonder whet they're up to and why thoy'rc not up to it with
morc incentivc; the enguish of trying to dceidec how much truth

\ you can put in a report will have bocn worth it.

Tonnesscc illlems wrotc in a prefcec to Cot on 2 Hot Tin

Roof that hc wonted to give thc public as much truth as it
could bear. It camec as & salutary shock to discover that the
humanist too consﬁitutcs a public that docsn't went to hear ar.y
morc truth about itsclf than is pleasant, Let's hopc by hool:

or by croock that we con graduclly lowcr thc humanis+ts' threshold

for sclf-cxemination too, /9 §




Thc Trap of the 01d Trivium

An unanticipated and highly undcsirablc side effect
of specialization in the hunmenitics has becn a constantly
' widening gap botvicen axtrenmcly sopaisvicatcd knowlecdge

. . acsthetic .
about historie and contanporary/%tructures and the milicux
they grew out of, and the incrcasingly inadequatc and
inpoverished pcrspictives from tihiech most pcople make the
choiccs that csteblish the quzlitics of their lives. Once

* ?

this gap appears between spceialist knowledge and layran's choicg

the split widens itself until it reachcs prcsent pathological

proportions.,

This polaikity of expcrtise and ignorancc parallecls
the suburben-center city split in cducational resourccs;
of which indeed it may be regardcd as both causc snd
effect. Once the problcus of helping clarify thc nmoral
and aesthstic choiccs of thc urban disadvantagcd rcach
& crucial point of @é@rioration; only horoic ani hecreculean
measurcs can reversc the polarity which is disintegrating

conter eity. / 9 9
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Doing thc Unnscded Supcrbly

It remeins to be sccn vhother or not this isolation
of humanist cxportise icom major urban dilemmas can de
overcomc at all, For the kind of scasibility attracted %o

- <:= . . —

ing vilth words is

—_— NGRS, |

ThG numeniv ics in thc first place, grapni
so much more¢ satisfying than grappnling with thie problems of
demoral izcd peoplc in bclcague red communitics; thot the more
demoralizcd the pcople bcccmo; the legs likcely thorc seems
to bc the chance that humanists will brcak their carccr
cyclecs to risk failurc in do ing what nceds to be dono;
rathcr than doing supcrbly what is acecntabls in the

hunmanist sub-culburc.

Logocentrism

It sesms cvident to ;ne; for cxamplc; thet the Engl ish
trivium is wholly inadeguatc to prcoparc students as pro-
dgcers and coasumcrs of thc good life in an urbanized
society. It is entircly too logoccntric for tllat. It
turns pcople away from the worid +thrcugh a kind of
cultivatied escapism., Instcad of providing practicc in the
use of symbols so that one becomecs articulatc tovard an wurbane

agenda, the humanitics gomerally cnecapsulste their vertisaons

Q0O
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in an cxccssively aestlictic world wview and ropcl tho

- .

majority in various defcnsively philistinc stences.

The humanitics arc chanacls for rcjecting the whole

1%

. cthos of cultural democracy rathcr than resourccs for helping
1t fulfill its promisc for thc mass specizlist., Michael

Wolff's analysis may be @akcn =s paradigmstic:

¢ oo The factors which meost thorcughly separste modem
cultures irom previous cultures are, crudsly spesaking,
. the series of revoluticns which took place at the end
: of the eighteenth and the beginning of the ninetcentin
centuries -~ the American and French revclutiocns, the
industrial revolution, Kantianism, Romanticism -
revolutions whose tremgndous cunulative innmact was first
felt in Victorien England....In the wake o7 the
* revolutions, howsver, came sorething-like finagl- terms
3 Kn each of these series -- denocracy, pluralisnm, a
general levelling o dissolving of velues., What we
] mig:t call the hierarchical princinle, once acknowledged
as God's way, and still in large part maintained by
sheer power, was challenged by forces to which, in
the long run, the hiererchical principle couwld make
. no direct c¢pneal....What is the'polzs of literature
. in gll this? In the first »lace, literature is s
- highly individusl activity; the writer msriks himself
. off as firmly as he can Ifrom others, so that e ray
’ be the more intensely himself, Ard the individuslism
’ of-literature is, ultimately, aristocratic =-- that
is, it defines itself by its separcteaess frorm the
merged indistinctness of the unsatisfgctory common
life, and wishes, even if the writer-is hinself in-
different or a professed egalitarian, to raigse the
reader to the level of its refining disccveries....
The revolutionary and mass charasctsr of modern so-
ciety, the new meuia, the widespread literacy, the
, levelling technology, even the egualizing redistri-
v bution of worldly goods, all are inimical to litera-
ture as it has been traditlonally conceived. For
literature -- and the study of literatue -- still
believes in its version cf the divine right of kings:
that is, the divine rigsht of the classics, of the
supre:acy of its masterpieces. It has not yset --
maybe it cannot -~ undergone g revolution to some

20/
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equivalent of the consent of the soverned. Vhet would
an egelitarian litersture lsok like%?...In any event,
1iterature and the study of literature have protably
no choice but-to go on doing what they have been
doing, namely, defending the old pre-revolutionary
values; the aristocratic values of in3vidusal possi-
bility, of the pursuit of perfection, of grace, of
beauty....No one raised as traditionally as we ha ve
been, however competent owr anclysis, will be abkle

to provide the new "way" of letters -- uhatever, if
anywhing, that msy be. All I claim is that, -if my
histaricel sxaminstion has some truth in it, the
value of literary study would bs increased if, first.
the people engased in it were nore aware of the his-~-
toricsl reasons for their relative impotence, and if,
second, instead of indulging themselves in the des-
perate gesture of pitying or condenning the people who
persist in ignoring them, taey worried about ways of
jncorporating what they themselves value about litera-
ture into the hostile environnent.

The glternative to this kind of asesthetic isolationlism

iz just beginning to sppear. It fol?;.ows; I should imgine;
the lessons of Berkeley and ’ss”at,ts; those classroons without
walls which a72 instructing 3 self-satisfied middle class
that it is possible for ons to reject the conformism of
Progress for a more satisfying kind of diversity. Take

James Sledd's bold rejection of current strategies for

reivilizing® the sub-standard English usage.

Somcthing Bettcr than Prosrcss

.

His "On Not Teaching English Usege" (English Journal,

5L, (November 1965) 698-703) "suggests an alternative to

the kind of teaching of English usage which was made orthodox
2 0L
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by Fries'!s American English Grammer and to tie cultivation

of ‘'bidalectalism' which linguists are now proposing for
the children of the poor and ignorant. The slternstive: to
cultivate literacy and humanity, not to encouraze t.¢ gquesth

for status or the judgment of human beings by the color of

their vowels .M

The cultural brow-becating which has been the covert
gtrategy of language irstruction nust end. *That Sledd hss
had the courage to say sbout lsnguage study must be extended
t0 the entire trivium. Let me suggest what a trivium with

relevance would do:

1. Literature, It would begin by accepting Lionel

Triiling's explanation of the ethical import of modern

literaturs:

No literaturs has ever been S0 shockingly pcrsonsl

a8 that of owr time -~ it asks every question that

is forbidden in polite society. It asks us if we-are
content with our marriages, withour family lives,

with our professional lives, with ow fricnds. It

is all very viell for me to describe my course in

the College catclog as "paying narticular attention to
the role of tho writer as a critic of his culturs™

~- this is sheer cvasion: the questions asked by

our literature are not about our culture but about

203




ourselves. It asks us if we are content with ourselves,
if we are saved ocr demned -- more than with anyth ing
else, our literature is concerned with sslvetion., No
literature has ever been so intensely spiritual as ours.
I do not venturs to call it actually religious, but
certaeinly it hos the special intensity of concern

with the spiritucl life which Hegel noted when he

spoke of the great modern phenomeron of the seculari-

ontinn of o

™
- - wwee 3 U'b'

ole
ty
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4 literary curriculum which is not focused on helping students
from kindergarten to graduate school develop cthical and
gesthetic resowrces far confronting +he dilcwmas of modecrn
life is cultural fekery, Tais reans thet litersture is s
Secular competitor for sllegiences which heve herstofare

been nominally monopolized by chucch; state; family. (Lately;
of course; the mess media heve quictly prce-empted most of
this authority by aggressivcly rroselytizing for a consurer
goods pegenism.) This strugslc over the training of the
modern chargeter can scarcesly be cngaged in; lct alone won;

if the humanitics don't exeaminc thc blsond futility that has

followed from dgnoring popular cultirae,

Litoraturc cs tho Least Narrow Disciplinc
Literature, morsover, must be redefincd to includc

whatever symbolic behavior enhances man's consciousness of

himself and control of his own frecdom. Newspay ers, mcgazines,

204
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photography, film, recordings ~~ each of the newer media

has some small percentage of the superlative for the attention

and explication of the student. Populsr culture is not just

a Avrao
A ] d, e
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to be broken.

2, Language. The old idoa of one proper middle class

diction as a sine qua non of success is a pseudo-idcal. Man

should study languagc to nerfset his humanity; not to fis
into somecbody's IBM wniform world. Language is & tool to
bocoms more perceptive in what one can lesaran from others
and to become more eloquent in spreading the truths onc has
percelived himself.,ﬁﬂd lanzvage nmust be defined so as to

incivde overy one of the media boing usced in the mddorn world,

3. Composgition. This shonld be changed to resd “eriticism,."

We must train peoplc to meks maturo judgilents about the choices
they make. Acts of criticism show us how well we Rave tauzht
our students to understand iitcroture defined as broadly

as the crocative poople in thp twantieth century have

extended the signification of the refeisnts of litcoraturs.
- 208
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Acia of criticism performed in visual os well as verbsl
languages will permit us to see how well we have educated

sthudents in the literacies & new world makes possible,

A New Trivium
A new trivium in short would retrieve the crucial

*

areas of 1iteratm; language, and criticlam from the
bunanistic spcocialities which now leop them canturics

away from contemporary relsvance. The grcatest fallacy
confronting English at present is the operating assumption
that ths scholar can redesm the effccts of tvwo generations

ol acglecting the common school by suverimposing his

ragcareh structure on them,

Tho Common School gs Publication
Whet is needed is fresh thinking sup»orted by messive

investments of time and cnergy in%o @ new curriculun in

which the best knowledgo and techniques of lesrning of the

<

natural scisnces, social scicnces, and humeniti es are or=

chsstrated in ways m:ver yet attampted in our common

-

schkools., This ncans, of courss, that *hec common school

should becoms the mejor mode of scholarly publication for

a goeneration.,wi#%s Whon you stopéto thirk how ridiculons
20
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that suggestion vill sound 4o nost scholurly esrs, then you
have a messure of the depth of the problem facing & country

in which the best minds want t0 get as far away from the

of maaga ¢

.4
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ducation ag nogeible, and +
charge are haxrd-pressed to kceop up with today, let alone

plan Tor tomorrow.

Restoring thc Worst

Paradoxically, thc schools in the worst possible shape
may be th¢ casicst places to begin somcthing fresh. The
center-city Negroes on whon th¢ high-velcecity cconomy of
mass production and communication has levicd thce highcst
psychic L axes can bogin to roassort control of their
situations in curricula which Qdefine the trivium in the
ways suggcsted above. Supported by ocqually frosh deparbures
in the naturael and social sciences; g trivium whlch teught
conpctent judgment through practice in li’cemture; lengua ge;
and criticism could help the slum child break ocut of his
psychological trap -~ and could show +the subwwb what
education for a comprehensive urban community could be like,

Un%il we have o mare candid acceptonce of the evasicons the

A 07
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huranit 3es havs engaged in and a more expsrirental
approach to formulating more praciticel aitcernatives

to the trivium, what one of cfucation's cannicst annlysts

i ramain tra.
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Examining thc Shoddy

The humenities have as their primery if largely
unacknowlodged function the examination of the quality
of the common enviromnent; both physicel and symbolic.
It Amcrica this Socrgiic rolc is made more dAifficult by
sur legaclies of activist anti-irrbellectualim; unopposcd
ind ividus lism which wes so disruptive of cuthentic comaiu-
nity; restige for sclence and t-echnology; and the humanists!
self-defonsive postures of clitist alicnetion from indus trial
mass culture, This multiple horitage of liebilities means
narrowliy acsthetic programs arc incopable of providing
suffi ;:iont vision for civilizing the new institutions
of mass society. Tho humanist but go boyond the aesthetic
to take into account thce entirc life cycla; the broad

spectrum of work and lcisurs roles in our country today,

the full rangc of troud&itional problems of modernization

A0F

©

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




" A - | - 3 e » EE i . L R A ) . - s ~ T o s . E » RO AR ¢ g LN e VY,
e * - . - . ot
o5 " - - - e A e 5 . . - = ) s Y e S i T B RS S, d 4 A, q >

both fereign and domestic. He must do those things as well

ag conserve the ideas and artifacts which make a c¢ollective

memory vcessible and human culture an endless challenge

3 which pemits Progress as long as Frogress is nevar definad

g8 prfection.

LI

. Making Exhibi+3 Pcraznent

To sec culiurc stcadily and wholly imposes on the craft
Oof English the reswonsibility of using the newcr mediz to
construct for the unexpcrienced vatron thc holistic
community of the arts in which works of litcraturs were
] originally perceivcd. The best way to begin acccpting this
essontial responsibility is to moke clossroom docuncntaries
out of the meny themetic and redrosvective art shown our

mus cums as3emble from sll over the world at grsat exgeise of

‘e . ‘*{V\:«‘ o

time and moncy, and thon dissssemble with no permanent rccord

for the multituwdcs who didn‘'t sce thc show.

= e
<

For cxampic, the art gallery of Bowdoin College in 1964
aggcubled a brillient survey of the Negro throughout the

enbire rangc of Amcrican hisvory. Loonard Baskin designcd 2&?9
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a first-rate catalog for curator Marvin Sasdik: 's exhibition.
The paintings illustrate the Negro ordsal in images that

are both socioclogicully relevent and aesthctically power-
ful. For less thaen $500 I was able to film a color record

of the show; but I have bcen unable to secure further financ-
ing. T am willing to donsate this footage to the U.S.

Office of Fducation in exchange for $500 further finsnecirg

t0 illustrate two principlcs: sach archival documcntarics
are inexpensive; yet wou ld( be cxtremely uscful for

expanding units like thc Detroit required study of the

Negro*s contribution to Amcrican culturc,

Othcr pertinent examples of the virtusl waste of
show
aesthetic resources include the Ncowark IMuseum's/on "omen
" in American Art" in the spring of 1965, the Gellery of Modern
Art's exhibition on the 1920's stagod in 1965, ths Museum
of Modern Art's TV retrospective in 1963, the Metropolitan

Mus cum of Art's massive collection of 500 paintings from

the history of American painting. Not to film or photograph

thcse for maximum school distribution is an inersdible waste

AL/ @
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of resvurces.

Sseing culture steadily and wholly also implies a

recxanination of the darotation of the term litcrature.

Norman Podhorectz has suggosted; in "The Article as Arg,"
that non-fiction since the 1950's may actually be one of
our major litcrary gonres, perhaps even the characteristic
current mode of apprchending reality. This impliss to nme
that litcrature courses; not just frcshman rhetoric either;

must bc catholic enough to include, say, a Michael Harrington

or E. Digby Baltzell, an issus of Daedeglus or a wholesome

development like the New York Revicw of Books in formal

rcading requirements.,

L unterphilistinian

The anti -bourgcois blas of litcratwe sincc the
industrial revolution always tends to mke us dcfinc livera-
ture too narrowly., Fear of committing a socisl science, as
Auden smusingly put it; makes' the net effect of our carri-
culum anti-social; as if it verc in itself humane‘ creating
an advorsary culture for the sheer sake of baiting the

bourgcois. Litcrature, in short, is the best being thought

24
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e¢nd sald wherever the thoughts come from and it vhatever

effective form they find expression.

Now Modcs of Publicction
If historian Mertin Dubermen gocs off Broadway to

publish his insights on the history of the Negro "In White
America," are we to object because he's a "mereihistorian?
When Joscph Wood Krutch and Gereld Green combinc to use
color TV to write valentines to thec southwcst /‘%‘.’{‘Ihe Voice
of the Dosert® and to "Grend Canyon," are we to s.y it
isn't "litcrature™ becausc it's on tclevision? Complexity
of idea and effcctivencss of exprcssion ought to bo t’he
scle criteoria for defining the limits of 1iterature; not
the mechanicel reflexes of counterphilistinism, This
narrovness in the litcrary establishment is unworthy of

the supposed breadth of mird the humanitics prof css,

Non-Westcrn Myopnia , ’
Judaco-Christian parochial ism , on thc othcr hand,

kceps the ccumcnical spirit from entering cw litorsry
warld, Toachors balk at teaching Asian, African, and Latin
Amer ican litcrature cithor bocause they dont®t know it wcll

enough (at all) or becausc it isn't as *arsat" as a Westorn

L1 2
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masterpiece., Both responses are inadequatc in human
terms, We need desperatecly in the Vest to relicve our
corrigible ignorancc of ths non-West; now, Literatwe is
TiiG fgst ;80 and mosv ﬁ‘fﬁcpive way U0 understand OUWIGTS

(or so we keep tolling ourselves). That teachers don't

know non-Westcrn literaturec is a definition of the problem,

not an answer to it. That they prcfer to know the pzst and
themsclves perfcetly rath.r than oth<rs snd the futurc im=-
perfectly is a pity. This is what comsgs from argcnizing
the humanities as industries for clitc publication

rcthor than as crafts for perfecting common men,

.The Multi-Medic Artist
Warren Forma's work ought to be rogarded cs a model

for an English grai‘t trying to brcak out of narrovly literaxy
confines. His "Pive British Scuiptors™ (Contemporary Films)
was so dcsigned thet he made; the samc timc he was doing

the film; an illustratcd ‘book; a photomontige and slide
cxhibit for IBM complete with sound tapes; Horc is rcal

multi-mcdis communication in contrast to the fle shy tcche

nological Utoplanism of ¥Marshall McLuhan's thoorics in

243




Understanding lMedia. Forma is not playing God at & Lost

Acsthetic Judgnont, He is not separating s few masterly 2

i A
sheep from hsrds of mdiocre artistic goats. He is using oy
nis siogucace 0 show us vhat is out there now, for us tc savor o
and understand now. Thc wholc Nobel Prizc syndromc is well -
deflatcd by Goorpe Elliots. T
Mastcrniece or Nothing R

Coorgc P. Elliott's sznclysis of the "massterpiece or

=

)

ncthing"” cult in "CBitic and Common Resder® (A Picce of A
Lettucc, Random Housc, 1964, pp. 182-3) has the merit of i
being the stotement of s man who is a highly resarded .
an . \

writer as well gs gxocrienced collcge tcacher, The classic
text for whot he calls "ecsotericism" is from the oponing &
lines of Cyril Connolly's The Uncuict Grave.
The mor e books we read, the sooncr we perceive that the "
true function of a writor is to producc a masitcrpisce 2.

and that no othcr task is of any consequcnec....Writers
enzrossed in any litcrary activity which is not their

attempt at a mostcrpicec are their own dupes and, unless

these self-flatterors are content to write off such
activitics as their contribution to the war ecffort, they
might as wcll be pceling potatocs. )




NV

Flliott ollows that Connolly's Grave is no mcsterpicee.

He deplores the kind of ultimctism which prompts a poet

to sigh thet hhere hiad been 2o neu English poet worth
"considering sincc Pound and Eliot. This eithex--or

approach, eithcr genius or noncntity, has the dcpressing

shecr
cffect of discoureging writers Talling short of thc/genius |

And this is what I heve agoinst the mosterpicce-
or-nothing thcory: it is against life, It is literavy
Cclvinism-with a vengeance: g book is cither onc of
the elcet, and thore arentt meny of those, or one of
the demned, But a man who is Tull of life is not so
kecen on this butchery of expericncc. Somotimes he
is up to reeding Poradisec Lost, to be surc, but most
of tho time hc is not; hc finds Dostocvsky a mar-
volous but awfully rich diet; when he sces 4 Doll's
House, he¢ is stirred decply, but somctiucs he
docsn't fecl like stirring, He sons no reason to
caost the novels of Kingsley Amis, Ramon Scider,
or Jean Giono into outer darkncss; he has moods
in which hc finds the poems of Stcphen Spcinder or
Willism Carlos Williams just obout enough for himj
he is unabashcd in his cnjoyment of both Pygmalion
and My Feir Lady; and the reason hc gives for
1iking Charlic Cheplin's movics is that they are fun.

Whet Elliott says about the highest study of litcrature is

true of all thc arts, elite and vernacular, in the era o

+the slicnatcd intcllcetual,

A 18
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Whet in effect the commitment to ultimate scriousness
in literature has led to i1s & covert thcodicy. The New
Trinitericns worship thc socrcd texts of Ycats, Eliot; and
3tevens with & dcdication worthy of mcdicval defemdcrs of
thc faith. The ncor golipsistic erbitrariness of these
complex vriters lcnds itself to such worship. Indced it
may c¢von be that thecse thrcce have norc to say to nan
fallcn from his Victorian innocence thcon any othicr inter-
preters., But it is equelly clcar that the new gospsl is
not mcant for thc world but for & narroviing circle of

initiatcs,

I was once present at a lunchcon in which a distinguished
medicvalist contentiously askcd a network TV produccr how
~little tine a brilliant young writcr had spent "doing" a
half-hour progrem on Erasmus. (There are exceptions to the
prevalent reslity that off-prime timc cultural shows are
’ © was
done with thc lcft hand; ond this scholcr /unprcpercd for

thce comploxity of TV's achievemsnts, and gauchcly °~ put

his footnotes in his mouth.) "Six months," was the rroducer's

/G
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reply; going bn to explain the erormous roscerch exponses
for out-of-print tooks and intcrlibrory loans the young msn
had run up; heving cxhausted the resources of a city with
more reseorch facilities than aay other place in America,
Push the scene back almost four centuries; and you car Jjust
hear a univepsity wit grilling Shakespcare's producer,

"But how much time does he spend poring over Holinshed

-= if you’rc willing to edmit he'!s a good cihronicleri®

Literature as an Enterprise

We veclue scrious litecraturc as a crcotive activity
becausc it is a specially potent form of knowlcdge. Expecislly
in thc modern world hes it beccomc indispensable as a way of
placing oneself; of devisiig an 1dontity; in 8 world full
of terrifying changcs and complexity. The principal
reason for studying 1iteréture; then; is its capseity to
focus our scnse of what life; espceially contcmporary life;
is like. Literature as a disciplino is somecthing clse again.
In its highly organized; widely diffused rccent phase;,
literary criticism and rclatcd onterprises should be

Judged successful only insofar as it serves the purposecs

/7
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of litcraturc as a2 crcative ac“bivity; i.eg; as it furthers
the indi:sponsable activity of hcelping men gst themselves

and their prcedicamsntSin focus, The median level of literary
judgment is the ultimatc eriterion of the e:?fecti'venesé,

of literary criticism in a cultural dcmocracy, This assumption
does not derive from any romcnticizing of the common man

but from obscrving the way the tonc gnd guclity of the
commoni 1ife in & socicty of viidely shared povcr is
cstaobliched cnd improved, Ve must ask oursclves as we

gn along wkcthsr the resowrces of litcrature s & discipline
scrve the purposcs of litcraturc as existecntial know-

ledgc. Docs the +tail cven wag the dog®

An Autobclic Criticism

I want to cxzplore thc spcoculotion with you thet following

Parkinson's Law of 1;000; litcrary criticism hes creatcd g
universe of its own which psrallels rather than serves the
needa of men for literature os indis cnsable knowledge;
Notice I say speculation; suggesting an irrcduceable

diffidcnce about glorlifying thc netion with the hondrifiec

hypothesis. In passing I might urge sas o rule of thumb -

R




that we ought to be more willing to risk failure than
WS ays )by teptatively trying to fathom fundamsntal qucstions

than by roetreating to a tiny ond irrelcvant coriuinty over

mc to the brink of spceulation sboub cur literaturc cnd
culturc., It is a paradox of poverty amidst progrcss,
impoverishcd instruction in litceraturc as knowledge in mass
educetion cocxisting with a productivity hord to imgine;
lct alone sgep in literaturcas a discipline. Now therc a®e
respsctable hypothoscs accounting at lcast in part for tais
situation, The Education Establishmont intcrvencs betvicen
s chool classroom and rcscarch library; damning up tac flow
of ncw insigh’c from scholar to teacher; or st least
cutting whet could bec a torrcnt of rovivifying knowlcdge
down to an incorsequcntinl trickle., Therc is a good deal

that is crodible in this hypothesis except that it

obscures the historiesl fact that litcrary scholars

g




waghcd their hands of popular cducation ot the turn of

¢

tle contury, thersby creating by default what has become

¢

ths Education Establishment, an institutionalization of

both the charccteristic Amerrican viecs ong viftucs; senti-

’ .

mentality and compassion, boostcrism and meliorism,
modiocrity and respeet for the average. This situation
will chango only as scholers and cducators bury rusty
but still brutul hotchots to comprclhend the common
malai?c-.

Corruption by ilcss Cultwre

e D S B B AON S o N 0 s P nnll, oG TS

Corruption by mass culturc is anothcr crcdible hypothe-

sis. In this oxplanation, the high scriousness of the

is
critic is stalcmatcd by @ popular culturc which/dominoted
by adolcscence and anti-intellcctualism. The youth cult
of Bondomenia, hotdogging snd hotrodding is so overwhclming
thet it ncutralizes whut could bccome tho meturing troditions
of litsrory culturc., This snalysis is also t00 truc to be
good for the futurc of our cntcrprisc of onobling thc next

gonecration to know cnd approeciate the volucs of literature

as Indisponscblc knowlcdge in the modern worid.

2 20
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Burying, Not Praising, Popular Culture

Tet the protcan vitality of popular culture also -

is responsibls for somc works which descive apclysis in

thems elves: Frances Thompson®s "Po Be Alive™ ¢f the Johnscn's

4

Wox Pavilion, Michaosl Roemor's "Nothing But a Man,? Dobort
Iowell's "Benito Cercono,¥ Letroncdia’s "Faulknerts Missie
ssippi." Onc cannot indict populocr culturc fairly if

its best warks arc nevor ridoe part of cither litcrary

training in thc¢ schools or litcrary rcscerch in the uwni-

versity. The modern prcdicamcnt is so parlous, so wraught with

4

the onxicvics of transition, thut it is & feilurc in
judagment to ignore literoturc as knowlcdgc no mottcr what

genrc or mcdia it heppcns o appear ia. We nmust not rcpest

4

thc mistoke of cightecenth-ccatury intcllectusls, who denigrcted

thce new medis of mogazine and newspoper and the new genre
of the amvcl bescuse thwey ofton reflceted the unfamil iox

idcas and relutively untutored niddlc classes. Working

.

class culturel forms nced to be scen, then, ¢s part of

4

a pluralist culturzal cconomy, with a possibility for tho

L

authentic at evoery lovcl, with tho opportunity for culti-
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vating literary judgment st svory stagc of sophistication.

Such flexivility is not very evident to ms in today's schools.,

Anti-Burccucratism cnd Folk Singing

-

The bircoucratizction of education is still anothcer
theory proposcd to account for the miniscule impact a flouri-
shing litercry criticism has dn litcrary tuition. Modern
litcrcturce in some ways can almost be dcfincd as a progranm
for rejecting he’bureaucratic ideol: rationalized mebhi.ods
of meking Progress in industry; conpres, military nre pro-
ciscly the dcporennalizing pottorns the crtist roscants and
rcjcets, "Things sre in the suddle" is the cry of thce men
who profers cuthentic cxistence to routinc. Yet thc schools
are routinizcd to the point that to counfront what scrious
literaturc says or implics gbout frccdom ond identity would
scem to mony toeachcrs and most sdministrators subwersive
anarchy. The school proparcs studcnts for ¢ living in one
of the bufeaucracies;not for 1lifec ss o person., A senitizcd
literary instruction gives & culbtivatcd vencor but rarely
the painful self-searching which must prcecds the triumph

of ths quslitative in all srccs of Amorican lifo, Burcau-
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eracics will bend to the clecrly expressed desires of
their constitucncies; howevor =-- that much is clear from;
say; the colloge students! successful attompts at Yale;
Cornell; and CCNY to haove a share in the grading of their
tcachcrs., They don't berd c-asily; but they 4o respond, «"}E',{
Confidcnt literaturc tcachers ccn graduclly expand the
frecdom to discuss modern vrorks which challengc routine-
pronc bureaucracies'. stereotypcs cbout sex; religion;
bu.siness; culture. We can begin the tronsition by including
folk singing ir the litercture curriculum where it should

havc bcen since we started the sterilc praeticc of teaching

the lyries of balleds wibhout hencfitc of tunes, “‘

A Hell of a Gocd Universe Hext Door
.- o

But thesc partially hclpful hypothcses do notv give

a satisiuctory cnough cxplunction to mc for thc porodox of -

progrzss in litcercry criticisn amidst poverty in B

- litcrory instruction. Ly spcculation is that the notural :
tondcney of a new brcaucracy of literary scholarshin m

¢

tonds (accofding to the Law of 1,000) to become s

scparatc univoerse. This 1s sccelcratced by contompt for

R A3
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educa‘tionism; fear of popular culture; cend avoidance of
conflict with Establishment bureauerecics. Furthor; that
the antipathy of the typical litcerary scholar to thcse
depersonalizing traits of modern lifc deflcets him from
undertcking the frustrating task of dcvising sltcrnctives
for how his speeiclty ccn bocome more cifcetive in hostile
envircament, Indeed; he for the most xrt dospuirs of the
tesk, Hc defincs the modcrn world; too; t8 intrinsically
hostile to the veclues hc croctos and conserves. This

tcads almost &veryone in the litcrary Lur caueracy to
neglect formulating alternatives to cpocalypse. Positive
thinking decelines into an epithest for fasuous ministers;
chamber of commercc boosters; and clichc-riddaen cd copy-
writers, Bubt surcly negctive thinking by rote or ritual

is no more evidence of profound wisdom then conditioncd-
roflex~-level positive thirking, It is incumbent on thc
humanist to have mare thon what Milton ccllcd fugitive and
cloistercd virtuo, A great tradition that will not wrostle
with thc cnany diminishes itsclf by its very quictism, I am

08 certain of this duty as I am tontetive in skctghing some _24‘/




alternatives. My spcculation is this: Literary <ultion
will dorive thc benefits it should from litcrary scholarship
only when thc concept of publicaticn is so radically rovisecd
in 6hc humanit.ies that, the nower medic will becomo a nsjor
outliet for ncw knowledge and the common school system the

principal consumer of these now publicctions. The bost way

to suggsest these now modes of comuuniection is to start from
excnples which allow extranolaticn. Do not worry tact somc
of tﬁese innovations core from outside the university --
artcr all; in 17th-ccntury Iagland the university was the
source of ncitacr the beat thcatre nor medern sticnec ond
tcehnology. Both took root and filourished in vcrneculer

London, not Oxbridgec.,

The Flight from Audiovisualisn

The old rcasons for humcnists' ignoring films and other
nevier mcdic wos a rcjcetion of the acsthstie vulgarity of
- world :
audiovisualism, In that fcst celipsing,/ huol f-crtists, pscudo-
artists abused the film form by a highcor caracstness through

which they promised to roadcr 2ultivation ecsy. The film

as a cclluloid equivalent of Cleassic Conmics was not worth
225
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the attcntion of serious men. Things hove so far transformsd

’

thonselves lately in the world of c;hcma, however, that

the humanist looks merely pcrverse, sven stupid, when he

(34
fedo
)

cites how=-outmoded reascns for spurning th
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ve must now examinc our clichecs snd judge whether or not

the film hos carned a firm if tiny vlcce in humanc studics.

ciiliing with Kindness

The Filn Study cowd crence at Dartmoutbh College in
Octobsr 1965; cosponsorcd by the U.S. Officc of Educ ation
end the armerican Council on Education; raises scrious
questions zbout how we should cacourcge Bratcr scriousness
among filmmckers ci.! dcoper maturit y in cincms audicnces,
The thrust of the confercnce was to0o nueh towards achieving

acadcnic stotus for r£ilm rosecarch cnd film ncking as an

’

academic specizlty, toc littlc towsrds bringing the humonistic

perspcetive of t¢ university to bear or the rmoral and

assthetic problens of an emorging craft.
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Pilm and the Culture Boom

It was hard for mc not to fcel likc I'm at a wake
when all I hear is wdding bclls. For I'm uncasy about the
now art boom; I havc an unavoidablec conviction that the art$
arc about to be maulcd; if not killod; with thc wrong kind
of kindnesgses. And film can't hclp but suffer from that

mauling.

This could bs purc dyspoepsic on my part. But I doubt it.
And youtll discount it if it appcars obvious. reanvhilc it
mey be hcplful if someonc trics ddabolically to wdvoccte
some frcesh lines of thought. Let ne warn you toc that what
I'm thinking may be mere battlc fotiguc fron writing a
repart for the U.S5 Office of Educction on using the acwer
media to teach English.” My homeowork includcd sormic of thec
worst non~-films cver sprocketed. If Andy V/orhol had set
out tc noke an cight-hour cplc cellced "ilccping at School;"
hc couldn't have donc worse thon thisc filnic cquivclents of
gsentencee fragrents. loncy wes no objecn; eithnr; on thcse
films. And that has becen ¢n objoct lesson to nme., So what

about film courses in collegcs?
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I think thsy're a mistakc. Less of o mistake than
most humanitiecs courses; but a mistake nonctheless., It
is of ten crgued thet the “kids" (a cringcy sppellstive)
love films; have clasped them to their bosoms; will
eventuelly forco thgm.into the curriculum by a contincntal
snoozc-in, But that is more¢ a rcflcction on the huncnities!
defcets thon en arguncnt for film study as snother spceciclty.
The dopressing truth is that the humcnities as an institution
in highor cducation aréclmost wholly discngagcd from the
morai and sosthetic dilemmes of the socicty which quite
generously supports them, The turf is divided up into
rcscerch fiefs; and socicty  subsidizes scholerly produc -
tivity that ceven the schohars complain cbout both as to
quaktity and quality. Film is just onc of a number of
congfemporary art forms which should havc bocen at the heart
of a sanc end deceiat humanitics curriculum a genoration ago:
industricl dosign; fbshion; food; archit;cturc; civic design
-- you nanc all of the arcas wherc moss culturc exploits the

lmraturc, proeying on an arrcsted developmcnt, & perennial

228




h
P:
3
\

adolesccnce; end thcre you will find « lucuna in tho
humanitics curriculum. We noccd to study ﬁlms; but we
nced first to chuck out 75% of the matc.ials which the
specialist foists; contcmptuously for thc nost part; on |
the leynan vhosc justificd borcdon he rejccts; The-
task of ¢ collcac is to sce to it that rising standerds
prcvail throughout thc catirc spectrum of cesthotic
taste and moral judgrment in & particuler socicty at a
porticular timc. We are so outragcously vcstcd in pre-
tadustrial i:'.terests; such soft touchcs for goldea age
attitudinizing thot we inhibit rcther then unfold the
sensibilitics of the untutorcd, The best studcats simply
ignare the poppycock; thc tame oncs knuckle undor; and the

losscr brosds stay outside the palc of dcecnt tastc.

Confounding thc Confuscd

‘Film courscs wlll confound this confusion by taking
some of our freshecst , brightcst tccehers and scquestering
thom in their own spocialtics. What we need is s new
humanitics curriculum in which radio; £ilm, photoessay; and

TV have o central rols. And in which we arc just es critical

227
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of film as we are of litcrature,

Anti-Films as Non-Art

Which brings me to my sccond worry. At the Royal

Albert Hall last June, Allen Ginsberg sponsored a great

internctional gathcring of poects to do the place over in
deepcst shedecs of blue. The crgzicst part of this Scaona rama
was a bovy of two female New York Filmmokers who radc filsms
through thc uhole pcrforrcnce -- one by waving her Bolcx
around in thc most assymctrical of patterns; the other by
twiddling a prism in front of hor lebs. (What_made.me rcolly
mad was thet at tlic tine I owed nmy Tilm supplicr & bundls
and this wastc buggcd me personclly.) There arc somc nubs
loose in the film world; and I see no nced for then.
MNothing But a Man,” fine; but ho~hum on your hand-hcld

apocealypses.

Ihc Campy Contcmptiblcs

Finally, in this cempy now country; we 3 kidding
ourgclves if s think Bogoy retrospcetives at Ivy schools
enrich our culture., The kind of film coursc that nceds to
bc storted tomorrow in our big ccnter-city schools is ones

that would holp fcllow mortals out of the jungle by showing
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thom how to digest East Side/Test Side segmonts likc "Who

Do You Kill?" and "No Hiding Placc,” Mctromedia's "My
Childhood," and "PFaulkner's Mississippi,” NET's "Marked
ror Failure" and "B:nito Gereno,“ CBG'S "Tho Luck of
Ginger Coffey" ond "This Howr Fos Sevon Deys;" BBC!'s

"Z Cars" and "Di: :r‘y of o Young Man% and ITA's “Corcnation
Street™ and "Folksong.” At this very noncnt thousands of
helf- poople arc yawning over some sanitized Victorian
baldcrdash in hundreds of high schools throughout the
country whon they should be studying reol filnms. If you
want to do that art and the next gcneration of Tilmnakcrs
a big favor; show English tcachers how to wage & wer on

acsthotic poverty in the high school classroom,

The Schools! Nccds
Probably the filmmekecr's sidc of the film in the school

S equaticn will be represented by othsrs. I think the school
side nceds some elaboration. Thare is so much @duection at
duch a8 low lcvel of intensity in Amcrica that we constantly
run the risk of forgetting what sll tho fuss is for. In ny

Judgment its purpose is so to deepcn and broaden the intelicet
23/




and imcgination of the individual that he can avoid a life
of quiet desperation, that hc can transeond the kimd of wasted
psychic cnergy I seoe all around me in modern America. Education

in this view 1s at the opposite cnd of the spectrun fron the

babysitting,adjunting and labor iwxiiet cushioning which are

the norm today. The failure of gudiovisualism is prccisely
here: it has failed to engage big moral issucs; it bird-
dogged the Establishment; trying to nmotivate studcnbs to learn
things they dida't necd to know or couldn't. Tho wholc atmos-
phere of sweeb-tulking children into learning gives away

the absurdity of tiic situatio:. The acsthetic drcarincss of
some of thesc aids has rivellced the drcarincss of the Jjerry-
built curriculum; overregincnted and undersuprorted. We

need aroves of beoeutiful films to ereete sn edeque te
hunenities curriculum for nmass cducation for the Pirst tims.
I hope scrious filrmakers will want to bceomc thet kind of
teacher; we necd thelr eclrquonec to mekc nass educotion

more than a stultifying ritugl. If this sounds like the

incredible sllegation thaot our schools src wholly ineffective,
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it does not mean to; it's just that they are tragically

less effective than they heve to bo. And they can only

achicve that minimal leval of effectivencss if the acsthotic
resources of thes ncower modin arc modes on integrel mrt of
the cducationtl process. This rcans now contont and now
approachcs in the humnities; cnanges which arc media-
instigated.Two basic rodircetions arc nccded: a fudarcnial
rcoricntation from Yestcrn naveissisnm to the now cultures

we know nothing about in Asia, Africs, cnd Lotin Amsrica.

ESSO's Nigoria: Culturc in Transition scems to ne the paradigm

Tar such a rcoricntation of content. And also nceded is an
cabracing of process znd dilcmna in the eurric wlun itsclf.
fertin Dubcrman's “In Thitc America®™ is tho now mettern in
this style of teaching. Now content. New nctods. Tho film
is thc only way I sce for cad~running the burcaucracies!
Suvtup to contain changec and nousralizao powecr shifts,

I contenﬁ'; mazrcovor; that we already heve a "Wilm curriculum®

that tecachcs tho geisral society morc cboub valucs than

anything wo do in the hunaniti~s., A comntervailing curri-

233




culum by filmmasker-tecachcrs would hove to be as eloquent

in mturing the students as the vapid lollywood-TV bno is n

pcrpe tnating adolcsconcc,

The Cursc of Conformisn

The most obvious way for the university to support the
film may not be the most helpful ar ncccssary: institutional-
lzing the film socicty ia sore narc or less mrostigious
part of tihhe hummnities curriculuw. Iy ovan nut thc curase
of confomism on thc study of film, ilovics would thcu Ycgin
to be rcscarched to decth ratier vhat cEpcricuced with the
fullest lifc, Vhot hos becn Lloved on the sly hight becone
loathcsone a8 a recuirement, Gargantuanism; wiich scens to
bé the typical American resvonse to what is rogarded as g

serious chullenge, could give us longer end longor festivals and

.gourscs with less and less cxecellenca,

Far moxc relevant, in my judgment, than cotering to
the filn buffs! dosirc for culbural stotus 3o the possibility

thot univoersity scerutiny of comteiporary filrm tronds could

exort Socratic pressurc agoingst the imtcllcetuzl Flabhincss

234




. TesATAbIl e e

e M A VRATS AN s - e MR e it e D e A AL DNt 2 e ad A it i e ) - LY N ke rmeaiioiod. M o S

and acstnsctic complacency that scom to thrivs in communitics
of cnvhusiasts who repard thomsclves as banded togcther

against o varicty of Philistia. In fact, the whole busincss

mizing movic studv culturslly hve

Bt 5 ) - - ——

about legiti
university stotus naskcs nc nervous., Culture in gencral
America is ragriddcen by status ponics. Culoure loscs its
hishest meaning when it bocomes the uvper-middl c-brows!

£

e uivalcoat of Cecdillae tail fins., Culturc is importont

6]
o]
fdo

bceeause it reslizes ndividual's fullest hurion potcntial.

The scrious ©iln is crucicl beecusc it is onc of the most

Q]

impressive ways man has deviscd for focusing tho trcicndoudly
confusing expericnccs ol thc twenticth century. It groatly
enhanccs nan's capacity for com@osing; cven perfceting hin-
sclf in a world ss full &as cver in history of disinte-
grative forccs, The film descrves & plaec in univorsity

study bccausc man nceds its holp in oriecnting aimself,

Baiting Bad Films cnd Filmmcokers

Obviously, not all films merit such sv-robstion.

Othorwise tho KKO circuit would heve long since boen doing

what +the American Courncil on Education woants dcne. Nor is
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the film realizing cithcr what somé Tfilrrakers would like

to do or some parts of socicty want it to achicvc., Othierwise
the Ford Foundation; USIL; and othcr agcncics would not bo
tryin® to stinulatc now talcits with subsidics. It's
prceeiscly this unfulfillcd pobtenticl of film cnd its role

in maturing ouwr culturc that thc university ought to e

ablc to cxnlorc with uniguc perspcetive. I think it can

do this bcst by extending tho artist-ia-residcincc conceryt

and by rcovising its conecHt of scholarly publicction.,

Civilizing the liass Audicnce

The nost important rcason for including ncwer redia
in hunenistic instruction has not sven catcred o diclogue
ag vulger and gimnicky cs the cudiovisuzlism it profcesscs
supcriority "o: the only wav to fulfill thc exprassive'po%ential
of tihc newsr nmndia o to nive young neoplc ths chonee to
aspirc towards norc muturc crcation by criticising the
inadccuacies of inchoate attcmpts. Tho challcnge; of
course; is onme thce humsnist rejocts on pnrincipic (or from

lack of one): to civiliz: tho mass sudicnce.

<3¢
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Culture as Corrupter

Perhaps t..¢c principal weckness in humanistic entorprise
in america today is its effcctive innoccncc about the wvay
Cultwrc has becn nscd to legitimize anti -dcmocratic pow or
and corrupt tho vision of the American Drcam, Vhich is to
sey its effettive innccuncce about the way it hes itscif
bocn abused. This is a hord saying bececusc it argucs  +that
hunenitics ,Ps:ofess-cd onc thing, vishcd it werc doing that thing
(cxtend the vision to all who had thc couramc to embrace

2

it)) bus its acetions hcd %uitc otlcr effeets, Jeffersonians

at hecrt, the humanists heve becn unvittinsly playinag o

Hamiltoniern gume.

One importaunt cffcet ,Of whct Lioncl Trilling cclls
the moral rcvolution 4 modcen literature is
that it widens tho gap bobtwecn what is tausht in the cormon
schools cnd vhat is scrioucly coafronted in the universitics
v:herq radversary culture® flourishesl vith impunity; whoro
succoss; not risk of foilurc accrucs- to thc nost arviculete

L4

subvcrsives, The goncral socicty,]this is tc say, rcreclv
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fecos the implications of the moral rcvolution; preforring

80 censcr, selectively peorcsive, roject adversay cultural

as fit only for oddballs,
The Unobtainicble Idogl

That practice which lecds to tho unobtcincble idos of
perfection is whot a huncnitics classroom is for. Practico
in understandi:y beiter vhat uisc-r-; nawe articulatc nmon
hove scen and sald. Practice in oxpross ing for onct's
necrs whiat one has lcarncd, Practiecce in meking jadgmonts about
the ethical and costlictic quilitics onc wants in his own lifc
Pructice vhich is gcacrously but candidly serutinized by

a tcacher whose idecl is also the perfocting of onc's

capacities by practicing, This is what Trilling's morsl revolu-~

tion rcally mecans.,

Overcmphasizing the Contc: porcry

Joscph Viood Krutch; in dcploring thc overenphosis on
contcmporary litorsturc in collcge instruetion today;
ergues thot™hc faoet thet in 1962-63 seadanic aaosson;
nearly onc-third of oll disscrtations werc on tucatiscth-

century litciraturc ° and that morc conccracd *“7i1lian
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Faulkner than ahy other subject scons to ms to suggcst a
possible imbalance not in favor of the ancicnts. Whilc the
old -fashioned disscrtotion on "Tho raajor Infiluchees on

The Sfyle of Poter Pindar' docs not strike rme ns uguallv
very fresh or important; I em not surc that the curremly
fashionable subjoets like "Thce Unity of denry James's Minor

Novcls® or "Pattoras of Inczory in Foaulkner's Short Tales®

arc alvays nuch better® (The Amcriccn Scholar, 35 (‘linter,

1965-66) p. 35). But why should thoese pitifully overworked
alternctives exh:;ust; tho imagimtion of thosc fashioning
the rescurech arcnda? Vhy not cxplorctory d.sscrtations on
the ererging literaturcs in English; anaoteted translations
of old and ncw litersturcs fron Asia; Al"ricc; and .Latin
Americc; comparctive studics of thcno; genre; cnd tcci-
nique. in Western end non-Jestern 1lit aratur es; rceonstruc-
ticas of the cxtre-litorary wmbicnes of overstu:‘iied;
under-relatcd litoerary x*:orks; neow ror:s of publications
like thosc plonccred by llartin Dubcrran's "In "hite

Americo® and Richard Siemanovski's "Americons: A Poriroit

in Versos® (CBS), This four or shunning or disdaining of QS?




new initiatives, froesh agpproaches vcrging on catatonla is the
aspect of thc huaonitics as a disciplince most discouraging

in the face of modernizationt's challcngc,.

givcn the cont enporary artist ¢ siwll nook in the university.
This is ¢ll wroag, The artist of today; ke oping ¢live in

his ﬁorl: cnd his rccollcetion of the work of his prcdc-
cossors; is thc propor curriculum for tho hunenitics, The
fomgiver: the sheper of a countryls stylo; should doninatc
thc curriculun from kindergartcn to graductc school., Tecchers
are propcrly critics; pubtting thelr studcats in the fullest
possiblc possission of all the works from erchitcciurec to
Zcn posms which dcfine manhood in ¢ socicty - cluttered

with ert surroguetos to the point of suffocation.

Consunmcr~Fattoning Pcag

This 1includes a full opHortunity for the student as
artist, porforming for hils peors as wcll as informing
ainself, There is & wmastefully stultifying seccond-handodness

about thc study of thc humeonities, College Bard scorc noti-
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vation for ingcsting learning displocecs the insctiablo
desirc to learn one's linmits ss a uniquc sclf, That ib
how we corrupt our brightcst children, Thc great mass of
mediocritics find the schools"consumcr-fatw‘;.ening pens;
lcarning just cnough to know how to kecp on wanting new
gedgets and know how to kce» up on the poynents. At the

bottom end of opportunity, sullen savigery lies barely

concceled,

Why don't vie adnit to oursclves that art is the most
effcective rcans to a ran's hoort and mind? e talk
bussing and ncighborhood schools and fodersl eegistrars
and poverty programs. And those are ell importcnt in
particl ways; But it's truc you can't lcgislatc marality;- -
unloss the leglislators be Shalley's unacknowlcdged kind.
In this contoxt © gll our town mcotings should hear from

4

cloquent citizcns like Robert Lowell, lMartin Dubcrman,

’

Michacl Roemer, end thc East Sido/West Sidc collaborators.

Thelr art can purge thce community of its meannoss.

Q4




Exorcising the Bluc-Collar Bcoasts

e e S cadPnnd

The animus of English instruction in particular and

cultural stqdies in geoneral sincce the Industrial Revolution
has been t o exorcise tho bestiality of the lower closses.

But the bluc collars whom our Vietor.an literary idols

wore afraid viould dcstroy British domocrocy ~- then the

high polnt of Westcrn civilization -- those workors they
werc afraid to lot frce have turnced out to love nothing

norc violent than Beatles. Vhat ¢ hord dagys night it's
beenl-worrying‘; I susnoct thatas we begin to replice our old
tactic of fear with onc of lovc; we will do a much

mor o cffective job of humonizing thc acwly fres.
The Artist's New Chance

David Daichcs points out in "Socicty and the Artist®

(Ihe Now York Times Book Reviow, 11/28/65, p. 2) that q

fundanental ehange has token place in the world of Wostern
litercture in the post 175 yeors. "Far canturics boibro
that; frcm Plato to Dr. Johnson; it hcd boen gonecrally
ossumcd by those who botherod to think about the mtter at
all that literature was mimetic in naturc &nd didactic in

function -~ that is, that it imitatod in one wuy or enother

2¥2




our imiown world of humaon cxporionce and that it aid so

L4 L4

iu such a way as to edify, instruct s or oducate rscders

and hcarers. The pocte moudit was just o passing fover. Now

he nust © ¢ hunon race to tcach it

{3
Q

A balcnecd humenism must cheoursec community development
a8 well as individucl growth., The anarchisn of the Romeatic
Revolt has createcd a legacy of withdrawcl that eschews the
social aspect of mturity in favor of thc intonscst sort
of privatc self-perfoction, A humanitics mwofcssion
which took Tehudi Menuhin's words to hesrt would have %o
recinvert its encrgics and talonts in a mossive Way -~ away

tovcrds
from absorption in the overprivileged of America and Burope /

to a commitment to the underprivilescd everywhere; away from

a solipsistic concontration on classic litcrcturcs of the

Wiest to an cdventurous curiosity about all cont caporary
litcraturcs in cvory gonrc ond modiu_m; away from a logo-
centric fixation on the intcerior mental landsccpes of
philosophy; literatux-e; and criticism_; towards a considsrction

of the externel lendscape which oXprcsscs hunaon valusa at

the samc time that "it mold$ thom. At moseat 'time: | _*~* ~n

QY3
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end mistrust., Ascceticism medec a virtue of the nccessity of

LIRS ol e 2l Ny

scarcity. Vice was not repressing thosce passions which

could disrupt a community bsrely abls to swvive under f;hc

|
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to maturc and objecets through which to cxpross an idmtity.

. Findine What Will Suffico

Morcliby, in this now milieu; is finding what will
sufficc for oncsclf in a manncr that will not violate the
qucst of othors for their own truc sclves. Love in this
new ethic replacecs fear of punishment ae the sanction which
rokes individuals hesitote to violatc ths intsgrity of
others, liorality in the Victoriasn scnsec of semual coaduct
is only a tiny part of this new philosophy of choice, The

new ethic is both casier and harder to live up to., The old

¥
ethic was hostile to sexual pluralism;_ for oxample; the
hew is marc likcly to tolerate whatcver gocs on in other
bceds because onc clierishes the right for acdults t0 be

. free with cach othecr, voluntarily, Incleod; we kuow anough

about the dynamics of sexual impulse to realizc now that

the repression, say, of cclibacy can lead ecsily to other

A
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othically recgrossive oubcomcs ~- ohosity, authoritarian

L4

rcla tions with others, sado-nasochistic tendcncies, Yet

we also valuc scxual diversity cnough to know that some

1

all
may not want t¢ be all.

, y not wg acmed at
crucial element in any ethic; but they nust be seen in
poerspsective with every other outlct of man's thoughts
and emotions, If contaiporary literaturc scsois8 Scx-
saturctsd to anti -modcrnists; it is probably bceausc vic
are ovcecrreceting to geacratioans o tiamidity snd cvasion
and becausc popular cult urc cntreproncurs find it norc

lucratiye to exploit the tensions of this ethical transition

then to clarify its probloms,

Art cnd ¢ Moral Univcrsc

Art, of coursc, is only one of thc ways ron has for
placing himself in a moral universc, a world of choiccs

for which ons is willing to assumc tho conscguciccs insofar

as he is ablc to. ‘Thotever gives man psrspcetive on his

world of choiccs is important, The socicl scicnccs are

probebly as impartant as they arc umessinile ted in the

popular consciousucss for clarifying tiec nocw dircnsions 3

24E




and kinds of choiccs available to modorn nan. Choosing
well comes from choosing cons iously. Choosing oftcn
mturcs onc fester than choosing scldon-if conditions
Giicourage reflectivencss. Literoture as vicarious choosing
1s espceially useful sincc it allows onc to chooge without
the
gotting stuck pormcncntly with bed choiccs, It's/ kind of
frec practice o disciplincd intclligenee and irv nination
provide the freed man; the chooscr who has taken his

o

hunenitics Seriously.

Both Dulcc and Utile

The arts arc p.rbicularly important too, beeausc in the
ongoing pressure of 1ifc tho litcrary orts crc both dulcc

and utile, useful in how thoy oricnt fallible man in a

complex, changing cnvironment s SwWoet in attracting the

attention of the pan fatigucd from cverydicy corcs to vhat
they nocd to learn or romcmber if theoy are to choose

wiscly and well most of thc time That is where the commer~
cialization of popular culturc roclly takes its psyechic

v

toll, "Peyton Piacc® is immoral, not boccuse it generates

sexuel fantasics, but bececause it docs not help ordinmary

QY G




mortals to erceetc o soexual norality bascd on the ethic
of love, It plays to the immoture thrill of pursuing the

illicit without foar of punishmant .,

Leiita- s Mossage

By cvmrQS‘i' v"nd;r.\ s a z_l.fﬁqlly
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moral book, satirizing as it docs the coverf apothcosizing

of propubesccat sexuclity in drunm m jorcttes, troining bras,

biiss Amorica <olls. Aad poo> old Henry Miller, ceting out epic
wet drcans of horeic sexuslity, is a nuch-nceded corrcctive

to the hypnocrisy of thosc admen vho profcss allegicncc

to thc Estoblishment ethic of fcar but don't practice it.

&

"J

by opcnhondedncas and gcncrosity rether then by

2%t in
‘5.:.-_._..
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intimidation is the cthic man hos boan noving towecrd since

Christ cnunciated his New Dispcasation.

The Jonus-Facc of Popular Culturc

Popular ert is a kind of Bibiis vaupcrul for the modern

world, For the most part now it is Janus-facod, getting ite
money by pretending not to chellonge thc old crdor but
.attcning on an audicnec's wicarious Tlouting of thc morality

or fear. Cecil B. DoMille wruvidos the clc ssisal poradign e

whon his por hant for movic s aglout 8cX portics onong the




rich ran afoul of the Haycs Office in tuc 1920's, lie

leaVGSo
ran to the Bibls for fig/ And shortly thercaftor ho

cricrged s the rost importent scholiast since Tertulliun,

L4

Moanwhile

- -y ~9 <>

men "scaring® as ofton as possiblc with girls they then
considcred baneath contaipt, so that a girl protcetod from
her "goodness™ by o specics of taceticcl frigidity thea

too often bocame o pemcncut disability,

Iho Hammorl ock of Venolity ond Tredition

Only the ccllege levcel of the Educational Istablishment
tries to reok this hanmerlock of venal ity ond trcdition.
. Whea 2 biology ~rofcssor ot Illinois has the cowrczc to
discuss thc possibility thot oxtrancrital intercoursc anong
maturc studcats aignt be a positive good; a scendeal
cnsues, Yhaen a Gouchcr collcic chaplain utters sanc words

4

abou® the plcosurc of conjug.l love, the subliminally

’\'

. *®

guttcr pross reverborates ccross the loend with inncendo.,

Yhen g Brown University docter admits he hss e seribed

”

cortraceptive pills for two cocds, hc is carcful to indiccta

.

r

tlelr ministers scnt thom to him, All tho while, girle can

’ 248
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be prescribed off canpus, coilege studenis arc lsarning

the nutures of their bodics and thcir lovers, moturs studcnts

4

know bettor than to be intimidated by outrazcd trustces,

Q

scxually deprived taxpayorsy cnd sorw ninisters counscl
pronarital cxpoericnce for the scrious to anticipa tc physical

and psvechic inconpatibiiity.

Psychic Colonialism

The nassive Wopidity of Amsrican | telcvision cnd the
increasiang pruricicc of Broadwey cord Hellywood's moinstrean

arce tragic beeausc they colenialize tho psychcs of their

end “hitzon had for o country of self-rcliant non accepting
with joy and confidenco the now torrs of cxictencc in a
scecular world of gbundasco imply a popular culturc that

is nonacxploita‘-:ivcs; that docsn't catcer to childish
tondencics in others, Thoe ong truly trogic split in tho
world of ort and culturc is that which dividcs art into
the serious snd :f'rivolcus; trmt vhich nust be resnscted and

4

the kind you ean, with lapunity, fose around viith, Soms of

r grceatest wriltors L-ve livod&u thle foolishly schizoe
2 49 |
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phrenic notion -~ Scott Fitzgercld, Hamingway, Faulkner.

Windfalls f~om chce popular mcdia werc uscd to finance scrious

’

work, as if tho intclligent minority worc most in noed of

pcrspaetive of signiTiennt art.

Dichotonics and Dunlicitics

Ironically, thc scpcretion of art ond nmarality, the
hunmanitics cnd thcology, ez owcescs just this duplieity.
If you cen di%ide your moral universc into shnres for

pulpit and playpen, then it docsn't aatter whot onc doc s

to amuse thc clods =~ they will rarelizc cach othcr on

hatc during the weck.)

- v

If the modern writor, by cnd lorgc, hos ccased to be-
. . ‘ . than
licve in God znd eschctology, bottor Jfoo avoid o confroa-
tetion -- kecping ncgative control cf thc populer ncdia

so that God ond his ministers crc es scercd as nothorhood

and are never nocked.

Sceuleorism as Covert Roligion

Bsoccus o secular humcnlism ia only o subtcrronccn fourth

to the heppy Big Threo of Acrican ceunwnisn (Herkerg's

28T
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Protostent, Catholic, Jow), hypocrisy is cvideut through- 4
out American 13fc end instituticas. Theists nover rcally
grapnlc with a respcctablc opponcnt; and there is so much 7’

pressure to kecp sccularisn invisible (1:c showed them whcn we -

i rovised our Plcdge of Allegiunce, aftcer all) that ncopaganism ',’?
i

~a

t00 is Flcbby in its complicent outsidurism. The churchcs i
cnd the universities are both so takcn by the numbcrs goare in
their owi rcspective ways thot a truc diclogue on values in >
modern Arcricn feems 211 but inpossiblc, Big grgenization
trics to managoc Bheo news; and Big Relizion trics 1o
manogc the good news of the gospcl -~ afreid to gsrapple '

4

with overt sccularism, a2 rospoasiblc hodouism of mind ond

body which espircs to cnhenece thc oaly world it expccets, "

this onc, &n authentic aggiornicmumto cecnnot ignore that

for come God is docad, thc horocofter ¢ childish fantasy, g
(3 L) . 'f

cthiccl reetitude thoe assumption of rospoasihility for b

one's actions. Susgesting such a mturc rd iglous dialogue

provokes elmost s much hystoria as letting undorgraduc te

giris got coumbracontive pills at the collsgc disponsary, or

N
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allowing convinced (convineing?) comnunists to talk on
collcac cempuses, or intirmmting that owr country is capablc

of sclf-rightcousness and injusticcs ot homc cnd alroad.

The Hum nitics zos Ethie

I I sce no othsr purposc for the humcnitics curricudum ‘.

thon tho Tullcst possessionof thc collccetive wisden of the
raec in order to makc our bdicvior morc oivilizcd; nor ¢
cthiccl., That mesns no nore or no lcss then inculeccting

rcgponsible behavior ir the mainstrcam institutions of

our necw sxporiaental socicty of ebundance. @ality ‘
of dcc:i.sion; personcl and ccz'poratc; here and now; is what

the humenitics arc ebout. Yet their current dcportront is

polarizcd eround two falsc responscs: ¢cicntism and

solinsisnm,
Scicont ific Humcnism
The scicntific hwwenist knows marc aboub Eucrson than

L4

he ar Coacord cver know or wanted to know, yct has not

hinsckf esvaoblished ¥Yan original rclationship to the

vaivorse,.® Or if ho has, ho 1s more comnittcd to . glossing.

ol AR

R

"Navwwr o than in helping othors, however lowly ond loss

.,

»
o s
4
2
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intcliigont than ho to undergo traneforsction into sclf- 2 £
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roclionce themselves, The scicntist-humenist can invent

’ 'ﬁ
;

tvisnty-throc prosodic theorics for Vhitzen's - » rhapsodies :
but ncglect wholly the drift of the book snd the nillions &

of Ameriecns who hove en unconscious hunger for 'Vhitman's
fision of grcotness., The secientific humonist will lead a
1lifc of quiet despcration doing roscarch on thc iincsscnticls
of Thoreau; ead nover sk himsclf or lis stulents how rueh

it costs of lirc to do so.

The Fetuity of Solipsisi

The solipsistic humanist hos cppcared in rcaction to
the obsurdity of such scicpvisn and in & framic effort
to assert tho hegemony of thc "ercative® in & vconel, night- i

narc wastcland, Sincc so much tradition - mongering is

fatuous, seek for the fresh; sincc so rauch of the mass s i) 1 least as
wa historitwlt

fi'\{ts bo Aweview . Rer
H‘ by ‘“\091“‘* \ %MAO\""\

BO\M'"\" . 5’0"&. ‘Y\sg we

Chowit wew e Was ot v

. iq s . ;\nuvc of ¥hae (’"’d“*w -

chopping is obvious., But faddishacss in art -- cutometic.. wislowiind ¢ ffet s S
Ye Ko .S; Ly ’

he RNQO' .

commerceisl is corrupt, floe the marketplaco, The logic

writ ing, ebstract éncxprcasioanisn, tapc-rocordcer concerts
-~ 15 as aacrosanct to the slitc whosc jodod scansibilitics - -

it fecds c©s secicntific scholership is in thc huwnman itics,
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Nelithor solipsist nar scientist is un the right
track., They have grossly distartcd two truths the conrcr-

cialization of popular culturc erodcs clmost continuously

lifa: the valugs of gubjiocetivg ingisht

- h ol e’v v o 'Q&.
W‘r\c.'\’ Aweku,, !mc,\m'\

. . for Shotm e geiven w ik o
and objcetive chalysjs / adecuatc perspcetive on changey \,....) surst, ¥
W ‘oc.c.ovrnn-\ VALY a8 "
hovd o gknv\sg cvf—ln';b LEE

ton 4nly hope (ovm
the guu f)oss'h‘ @-ees‘-&(
o vhangt ans Vhes's |

pecee E'\‘mv\ 0(; Hhose

e/utm‘§$

in modern lifc. The solipsist tukcs subjecetive iasigk
to ridiculously obsurd lengths; thc scicntist rsplcecs

impertial cvaluotions with hcaps of storile facts.

Virtuosity Roplaces Rcesponsibility

The only way the Liumanist can ¢void thc cxtrencs
of solivsiam and sclentisnm is toacecent the burden of
iné titvtionslizing his kaowledsge and vaeluess in the pcople
and problems of his timcs. Thet is not whot the humenitics
cven thinlt of doing today. In fect; though they don't
snell it out (boocusc one of. thoir bes.tting foults is
the excussive cupiriecisnm they shere v ith fly-by-thc-scat-
of-thc-pants Amcrica); thcir actions arc 2ll tending sway
from mase ingtitutions toverd autotclic perforranccs.
Virtuosity has rcplaccd responsibility as the humcnists®

practicing critcrion, Mass culturc is doomcd, cven pro-

Y
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Jhuman offcirs, nust bosin at home, There is not so mueh of

Py e tax

destined to domnotlon. The cloarest czpressiou of this
defeatisn I hove ever secn is in Michael olff's cssay
on the relevcnce of culturcl history to thc study of

literatunn T~ TT
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Victorian Studics (Supplament to "Hiunc IX, 49-63), cited

clscvhcre,
Visdom for Whonm? .
Wisdom really arounts to individucl pro:undity in the

fornule tion end choice of tough altcrn-tives,., Defining

wisdon this way, I arguc that with rcsncet to tho

¢

huncnities in Americc todcy, never his the knowledge and
explicative virtuosity of sqmuny brist peoplc added up

to sc littlc wisdon for so few, The cxaninction of thi

pcradox is the gteatest Socrativ task facing tho hunanist, ;
It is 8lso the most ignored. wisdom for whom? Thc answer

in a culturel danocracy is as sinplc as it is unmistckoble:

L4 ]

’ : teve l u‘( dtsbvsg‘\".
cveryone. But clerity, in howcr rodia, in Enslish, as in allbet o Yee leve
01 ?vttbvrr”n-;h 7} 1a
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that among us for ns, ot least, to fcol confortablc,
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VI, APPETIDICES AND IEDIA RUGE

¢

Ready - Set -~ 'rite! (Rough cut, Russcll Hill)

A Now 'Jorld: For Readcrs (Slidc tape; Thelma Hutchins)
Literacy 1970 (Radio scrics)

Talking Sense (Radio serics)

"Jegro Amcrica®™ Pilot Unit (Urban humanitics projcet)
Linpguistics Tolccoursec for Dclawarc Valley

Christenscn Gencrative Rhcetoric Tronsparcancics

Bc Sent Scpgrbtegx

9.

10.

ESSO/NDEA Film Paockege
" LA ~ NCTE Ncewer licdia Meiler

Commonwcelth Tape Exchonge
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IN-SERVICE TRAINING OF
DELAWARE VALLEY SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS

IN THE (NEW DISCIPLINE OF LINGUISTICS).

TO: TITLES VII A AND B OF THE U, S. QFFICE OF EDUCATION

FROM: GREATER PHILADELPHIA COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH AND

PATRICK D, HAZARD,

BEAVER COLLEGE
l DATE:29 JANUARY 1965
ruu Provided by ERIC
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PROBLEM:

There is an acknowledged nationzl crisis in secondary school
English in the area of composition, As this crisis has deepened over
the past 25 years, paradoxically a new discipline has emerged which
promises to put the entire task of developing oral and written literacy
intoc an entire new context. Linguistics, indeed, though it be 2o
panacea, is sw clearly a preferable alternafive to the irrelevant,even
negative learning about language based on Latinate grammars that the
English curriculum specialist has an immediate mandate to start the
flow of knowledge aboui linguistics into the secondary school! classrooms.

METHOD:

Our plan of attack is best understo-? in terms of (1) background,
(2) search for consensus, and (3) agenda :or action.

BACKGROUND:

1. The plan for a telecourse imsiructional package first began
in a small proposal to overcome the complaints cf supervising critics
of Beaver College practice teachers that they were powrly prepared in
"grammar'.

2, investigating this charge lead this writer to understand that
while our English majors were indeed underinformecd about traditional
grammar (in spite of a decade of formal instructional therein!) their
critic teachers were unawave of that fundamental reorientation in langn
study known as the discipline of linguistics,

Y]

3. Therefore Beaver College estzblished a rew course, 'Studies
in Language and Gramniar', which establizhes z diaicgue between the
old and the new, between what our majors need to kaow to survive in
today's classroom and what our critic teachers must begin to learn to
make tomorrow's classroom language study meaningful,

4, The syllabus for the course is Appendix A.
5. Beaver College’s plan for involving critic teachers in a

dialogue about linguistics is describzd in a memorandum of October 10,
1964, attached as Appendix B.

6. The amendment of NDEA summer institute legislation to
include English prompted a conference te explore the potential of
using a summer institute to expand t“e Beaver College program intu the
entire Delaware Valley. Appendix C is a Summer Iastitute proposal
worked out with a representative group of Delaware Valley English
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specialists, (which is available from Tifle XI of the National Defense |

Educaticn Act Office, attention Dr. Donald Bigelow,:@ The search for
congensus on this proposal is described in & memerandum dated '
December 10. It is Appendix D. ' .

SEARCI FOR CONSENSUS: _ b

Various officials at the U. S. Office of Education advised us %o
prepare a proposal for a telecocurse instructional package separately,
but alluding, to our Summer Institute proposal. That is why Appendix C
is attached.

- % e
l\ :. _)' .v »h

i. There is no problem at ail in achieving consensus abeut the
. value of using newer media to close the distressing gap between what o
is known about linguistice and what goes on in our classroome in the
Delaware Valley. Everyone agrees that the need is urgent and that

the newer media provide perhaps the only means available commensurate
with the task.

2. Achieving consensus on the best methods for achieving the
goal of a massive breakthrough in linguistic understanding is not quite
as easy to effect. I outline below both convergence and diversity .
which can perhaps be productive. z

_ 3. Dr. Marcus Konick of the State Department in Harrisburg has %
suggested an approach testing the comparative effectiveness of pro- o
h grammed instruction, a filmed telecourse, and a combination of '
programred instruction and filmed television. His agency has expressed L&
an interest in financing part of such an experimental telecourse. '
Dr. Marcus Konick, for exzample, suggested consultations about research
design with two Pennsylvania State Department specialists--Dr. Sidney
Archer, Director of the Bureau of Research, and Dr. Robert Havyes,
of the Bureau of Statistics. Dr. Louis Bender, Assistant Superintendent
of the Bucks County Schools, has suggested we involve Dr. Henry Ray,
learning media specialist. of the Centennial School District, Bucks
County, in our planning. Mr. Benjamin Schliefer, Director of Humanities,
Philadelphia College of Art, and former chairman of English at Boys
Central, Philadelphia, and an important leader in English curriculum
in the Delaware Valley, has advised us to consult with Harvard's
Dr. Carl Teeter, who did a film on linguistics for CEEB.

4. Ideally irstructiona® components for later use in secondary \
school classrooms shouid be prepared as the learning program and
telecourse are devised. Thesc would include supplementary filmstrips,
sound tapes, visuals and paperback packages integrated with both
programmed course and teclecourse,
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specialists, (which is available from Title X! of the National Defense
Education Act Office, attention Dr. Donald Bigelow, * The search for
consensus on this proposal is described in & memerandum dated

December 190. It is Appendix D. ' .

SEARCI F¥FOR CONSENSUS;

Various officials at the U. S. Office of Education advised us ‘o
prepare a proposal for a teleceurse instructional package separately,
but alluding, to our Summer Institute proposal. That is why Appendix C
is attached.

i. There is no problem at ail in achieving consensus abeut the
value of using newer media to close the distressing gap between what
is known about linguistice and what goes on in our classrooms in the
Delaware Valley. Everyone agrees that the need is urgent and that
the newer media provide perhaps the only means available commensurate
with the task,

2. Achieving consensus on the best methods for achieving the
goal of a massive breakthrough in linguistic understanding is not quite
as easy to effect., 1 outline below both convergence and diversity
which can perhaps be productive.

3. Dr. Marcus Konick of the State Department in Harrisburg has
suggested an approach testing the comparative effectiveness of pro-
grammed instruction, a filmed telecourse, and a combination of
programrmned instruction and filmed television., His agency has expressed
an interest in financing part of such an experimental telecourse.

Dr. Marcus Konick, for example, suggested consultations about research
design with two Pennsylvania State Department specialists--Dr. Sidney
Archer, Director of the Bureau of Research, and Dr. Robert Hayes,

of the Bureau of Statistics, Dr. Louis Bender, Assistant Superintendent
of the Bucks County Schools, has suggested we involve Dr. Henry Ray,
learning media specialist. of the Centennial School District, Bucks
County, in our planning.
Philadelphia Collegs of Art, and former chairman of English at Boys
Central, Philadelphia, and an important leader in English curriculum
in the Delaware Valley, has advised us to consult with Harvard's
Dr. Carl Teeter, who did a film on linguistics for CEEB.

4. Ideally irstructional components for later use in secondary
school classrooms should be prepared as the learning program and
telecourse are devised. Thesc would include supplementary filmstrips,

sound tapes, visuals and paperback packages integrated with both
programmed course and tclecourse.

Mr. Benjamin Schliefer, Director of Humanities,

et ac odt "
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5 In New York on Jamxary 27, Dzr. John Hurt Fisher, Executive
Secretary of the Modern Language Association,promised the full

cooperation of that organization in creating an inte;lectb,a.llv gound
telecourse on linquistics. '

6. The cooperation of pational organizations like National
Educational Television and MLA in the preparation of a series practically

insuresthe reliability and validity of the enterprise both intellectually
and esthetically.

- 7. The support ¢f the thladniphxa Conncil of Enghsh the
Tri-State Educational Broadcasting Council, and adjacent school districts
like those in Bucks County, New Jersey, and Delawarc indicatesa grass
e roois sponsorship that makes practical the vision of a regional cure
riculum change in a crucial yet neglected area,

3=




AGENDA FOR_ACTION

June 15, 1965

July-Lugust, 1965

September, October,
November, December, 1965

January, 1966

February, March,
April, May, 1965

June, 1966

July-August, 1966
(cptional)

Academic Year 1967 et seq.

$5,000 grant for & week-long con-
ference at Beaver College for MLA
sponsored linguists, local and
national ETV representatives, and

a PCTE linguistics study committee
to pian the contents and methods of
the programmed instruction and tele-

‘course .,

Administrators from a selected
sainple of Delaware Valley achoois
will meet to work out a screening
procedures for choosging schonol
gsystems whose teachers will be paid
tc atiend scheool year Saturday morn-~
ing in-gservice courses,

PCTE Committee to prepare the
materials and TV scripts with
Channel 12 Production Team. A
research specialist will be attached to
the group to insure a testing design.

Videotaping of filmed telecourse and
mimeographing of programmed in-
struction device for use in Spring
Sernester 1966.

Training Conference for Curriculum
Leaders in each school participating’

in program including pretesting.

Instruction and post-testing.

Follow-up meeting of Planning Commiite«

Reifinement of Materials bagsed on first

experience of using them and test
results,

Extension of materials to other schools
in region and to nation through NET.
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e APPENDIX A

SYLLABUS - English 312, "Studies in Language and Grammasr"
”Wednesdayq (?), 6:30.8:30 (?}

TEXTS: >
(B} Morton W. Bloomiicld and Leonard Newmark A Lingaisti‘. Intredustion
io.the History of English-{Knopf;:-1963).
(A) Harold B. Allen, Ed., Readings in English Linguistics

e (Appleton-Century, C¥ofty, rev. ed., 1964),

1. Feb, 10

L X4

Literacy in Historical Perspective. B, Chap., I and A, & Partl,
2. Feb. 17t The Problem of Correctness and Good Usage. B, Chap. VI

3. ¥eb, 24: Linguistics and Usage. A, Part IV

&
5
3

w

The English Vocabulary and English Word Formation.
B, Chap. VI

5. Mar, 10: Linguistice and the Dictionary. A, Part VI

¢, Mar. 17: Comparative Linguistics and the Indo-European Family of
Languages. B, Chap., II

7. DMar. 24: Linguistic Geography. A, Part I
8. Mar. 31: Phonology and Modern English. B, Chapter 1I

9. Apr. 14: The Morphclogy of Old English, B, Chap. IV

10, Apr. 21: The Dialects of Middle English. B, Chap. V

11. Apr. 28: Grammar and Early Modern English, B, Chap. VI

PR 12, May 5

English Linguistics Today. A, Part II

13, May 12: Linguistics and the Teaching of Grammar and Composition.
A,Part V -
14, May 17: Linguistics and the Study of Literature. A, Part VII

15, May 26: .Review

Distinguished specialists from Philadelphia, New York and Washington
will be guest lecturers szeveral times during the semester.




APPENDIX B

PROPOSAL FOR A LINGUISTICS PRACTICUM FCR BEAVER COLLEGE i
FRGLISH MAJORS TEACHING SPRING 1964 IN THE ABINGTON SCHOOLS ’

Dr. Bdward Gatea ‘ o
FROM: Patrick D, Hazard T: Dean LeClair, Dr, Allan Glatthorn,
DATE: October 10, 1964 Dr. Rodger Dombrow, e

Professer Keith Taylor '

tuesday, October 6, Keith Taylos and I met with Dr. Allan Glatthorn,

principsl of Abington's new North Campus, to discuss details of our plan .
to put 2il 8 (? if we place Speech Theatre major Sandra Sked) of our
Engliak majors in a third quarter (Feb, 9 - April 2) all-day practice
teaching bloc. These majors will aizo be invelved in English 312,
"Studizs in Language and Grammar’ to be raceting (this can be changed)
Monday and Wednesday afterncons after iheir returning from practice
teaching all day. Dr. Glatthorr has arranged for our students to receive
cvrriculum materials in advance of a wmeeting he has scheduled for |
3:3¢, Deceraber 9 a2t Abington's North Campus, So far this is routine, ;4
Put Glatthorn, Taylor, and I discussed some really promising pos- |
aibiiities ixaplicil in next apring’'s experiment which it is the purpose R
of thiz memic to outline, Ir most gencral ierms this is 2 plan to
involve the gupervising teachers and their practiice teachers through our
language and grammar course in a dialogue which will start to put the
new grammar and linguisiics to work in the composition sector of the
Zngiish curriculum. The plan proposed here has three phases, e

4 Plase 1. (Spring, 1955}. Iavite our student teache:s® critics to take
.\%» NP ICORIERTANTS T D

English 312 for credit andfox to visit the classes at will as resource
3 people,

3 Fhage II. {(Fall, 1965}, Assign our English majors (who intensively
practice teach second quarter of the 1965-66 acadermnic year) to several
schocl systerns im the region and invite their critics and other teachers
in their systems ¢o take English 312 for credit or to visit as resource
o people.  The focus, as before, will be on the implications of the new
grammar and linguistics for writing, o

Plase Il, {(Spring, 1966). A television course over WHYY-TV doing <
for ewvery interested English teacher in the Delaware Valley what we v
have done tenfatively but with groewing conficence for pilot groups in

Phase I and 1I.

. '{:’t:}. -
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Some practical matters:

John Bighy is now slated to teach Englieh 312, but his involvement
with me in a2 U. S. Office of Education contract may make that im-
practical, There are other qualified teachers available so that is no
problem««except that the teacher's qualifications for the eventual TV
production must be considered a factor. R\

Financing Phase I is only a moderate problem, but I would like
your permission to draft a reques: for support from Froject English
to increase our chances for success by having funds for consultants
and additional instructional materials. In that budget proposal the
hypothetical financing of Phase II (to be worked out with the Education
Department) and Phase III {to be done in consultation with WHYY) would 12
become evident,

If this general proposal meets with your approval, please let me
have your comments and reactions to help make a specific modus operandi
as practical as possible.
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PROPOSAL FOR A LINGUISTICS PRACTICUM FOR BEAVER COLLEGE
ENGLISH MAJORS TEACHING SPRING 1964 IN THE ABINGTON SCHOOLS

TO: Dean LeClair
Dr. Allan Glatthorn
Dr. Rodger Dombrow
Professor Keith Taylor
Dr. Edward Gates

FROM: - Patrick D. Hazard
DATE: December 19, 1964

Tuesday, October 5, Keith Taylor and I met with Dr. Allan
Glatthorn, principal of Abington's new North Campus, to discuss details
of our plan to put all 8 (9 if we place Speech Theatre major Sandra
Sked) of our English majors in a third quarter (Feb. 9 - April 2)
all-day practice teaching bloc. These majors will also be involved in
English 312, ''Studies in Language and Grammar' to be meeting
(this can be changed) Monday and Wednesday afternoons after their
return from practice teaching all day. Dr. Glatthorn has arranged for
our students to receive curriculum materials in advance of a meeting
he has scheduled for 3:30, December 16 at Abington's North Campus.,
So far this is routine. But Glatthorn, Taylor, and I discussed some
really promising possibilities implicit in next spring's experiment which
it is the purpose of this memo to outline. In most gencral terms this
is a plan to involve the supervising teachers and their practice teachers
through our language and grammar course in a dialogue which will
start to put the new grammar and linguistics to work in the composition
sector of the English curriculum. The plan proposed here has three
nhases,

Phase I. (Spring, 1965). Invite our student teachers' critics to take
English 312 for credit and/or to visit the Beaver class on linguistics
at will as resource people,

Phase Ii. (Fall , 1965. Assign our English majors (who will practice
teach intensively second quarter of the 1965-66 academic year) to
several school systems in the region and invita their critics and other
teachers in those school systems to take English 312 for credit or
simply to visit as resource people, The focus, as before, will be on
the implications of the new grammar and linguistics for writing about
the many languages modern man must become literate in.

Phase Ill. (Sprirg, 1966). Produce a television course over WHYY-TV
which can do for every interested English teacher in the Delaware Valley
what we have done tentatively but with growing confidence for pilot
groups in Phase I and II,

APPENDIY D !
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Some practical matters:

John Bigby is now slated ¢o teach English 312, but his invclvement
with me in a U. S. Office of Education contraci surveying innovation
in the teaching of English may make that impractical, There are other
qualified teachers available so that is no problem--except that the

teacher's qualifications for the eventual TV productic. must be con-
sidered a factor,

Financing Phase ‘I at this point is only a moderate problem, but
I would like your permission to draft a request for support from
Project English to increase our chances for success by bhaving funds
for consultants and additional instructional rnaterials. In that budget
proposal the hyp~thetical financing of Phase Il (to be worked out with
the Education Department) and Phase II (to be done in consultation

with WHYY and the Tri-State Educational Broadcasting Council) would
become evident,

If this general proposal meets with your approval, please let
me have your comments and reactions to help make a specific modus
operandi as practical as possible,

£t a planning meeting with Dr. Rosemary Wilson, Miss Martha
Gable, and Warren Kractzer on Decernber 2, it was agreed that
Beaver's long pianned proposal to improve the language preparation of
its practice teachers had potential for an NDEA Institute in the summer
of 19565 to prepare English chairman and teachers in the Delaware
Valley for the fullest possible utilization of an in-service telecourse
over WHYY-TV in the academic year 1965-66.




1.

BUDGET

Week-Long Planning Conference (June 15, 1965).

3 MLA Representatives x $40 per diem x 5 days = § 600
3 NET Represaniatives x $40 x 5 = 600
10 Delaware Representatives x $40 x 8 = 2,000
Secretarial and communications = 250

$3,450

Z2-Day Delaware Valley Administrators Screening
Conference (June 22 - Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania)

10 Administrators x $40 x 2 days = § 800
2 Month Curriculum Materials (July, August, 1965)

center (To prepare programmed instruction devw.ce

package and telecourse package).

4 PCTE Representatives x $750 a month x 2 months =  $6, 000

30 1/2 hour Expository Films (Estimates courtesy
Warren Kraetzer, General Manager, Channel 12).

Edited 1/2 hour film shot at 3-1 ratio = $7, 500

30 x 7,500 = $225, 000
Graphics = 5,000
10 Visiting Lecturers (x $250) = 2,500
$232,500
2 Camera Videotaping 1/2 hour
Actuality Languages 3-1 ratio $400

(Estimates courtesy Miss Martha Gable, Director of
Broadcasting, Philadelphia Public Schowls)

30 half-hour cdited videotapes $12, 000
VTR kinescope transfer 30 x $300 $ 9,000

Teacher stip:nds for three matched groups of 20 studying
through teievision alone, programmed instruciion alone,
or a combination of the two methods. '

3 groups x 20 x $300 (30 week x $10) = $18,000




